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T tt 1 LIFE OF 



J SA A:C-lSf E W t O N. 



;*.VM^f*^IR ISA^C. HE WTON was 

f^t^nUE ^l defcended of an anti^t fi^mily, 
S € 1 "wtoekrhad'jitrs ongin at ^*fvv- 
•t W ,A. W ^ *^^» i» J^i^Wfti'tt but woiQV- 
ff ,^^7^ .^ iqgtjh^niie, was after wa;"ds feat* 
^>«<^^^vir^*^.-cd^? Wc^lby^ k Linfrplnihirc ; 
.atidj,? sfeqjJt 5heyeara7.3^*" l^escpuijng poffefled 
qf-.lhf^ 'fli^Pf;^ ^^ . W9vd.ftr<?pe, ia. the fai^e 
'^ftpnf)!, r.fii^ed Us r^fi^ence vppn ithat demefne. 

»^horn,/«[^n iZ)brifft(iiasrday, ki 1642. 

s. %^^ 43lit(g> ,le£t h4m lord of that ma- 
r.^'j^ji&jie'ijv^s y^t a child ; aad a few years 
'^r, his mother engaged ia a fecond m^r- 
L.XI. B riage 
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1 BRITISH PLUTARCH. . '. 

riage : however, being a woman of good 
fenfc, and of an antient family herfcif ot the 
.came of Afcought (kt did not negl^d to^tak^ 
a becoming care of her fon's education ; and, 
at twelve ^ears of age, put him to the free- 
fchooly at Grantham, in the fame county. It 
w^s her defign not to breed him a fcholar ; 
therefore^after he had been at ichool fome ye^s, 
he wa& taken home, that (being deprived, -as 
he was, of his father) he might betimes get. an 
inHght into his own affairs, and be able the 
fooner to manage them himfelf. But, upon 
trial, the youth (hewed ^fb little difpofition to 
turn his thoughts that way^ ai^d'at the fame 
time duck fo clofe to his book, that his mother 
concluded it beft to let him purfue the bent of 
his own incUnalion^. For^th^ti purppfe fhe.fent 
him back to Grantham ; whence, at eighteen 
years of age, he lemoyed to Catnbridgey where 
he was admitted into* 't'finity*college» in the 
year 1660. 

The fludy of the mathematics had been 
introduced into the cmiverfity in the beginning 
of' this century. From that period, the ele- 
ments of geomCetry and algebr^ became gene- 
rally one branch of a tutor's ledlures to his 
pupils ; but particularly Mr. ^ewton^ at his 
admiffion, found Mr. (afterWards Dr) Bar^* 
row, the mod eminent maitheoiatician of the 
time;^ fellow of his college* Mr. Lucas Mo 
dying (hortly after, leftf, by his will, the ap. 
pointipent for founding his mathematical let* 
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•'ISAAC NEWTON. ^ 

turf; VvMch wsls fetHed in 1663, and Mr. 
*Barro\v chdfen the firft profe^or. 

Our audior, thertfore, by thus turning; his 
thoughts to the siathematic9, leems to have 
done no more than fall in, as well with his 
own particular fituation,' as \^ith the general 
Jtafte of that time ; bat then it is univerfally 
ronfeffi^d, he did it with a genius that was fu- 
perior to" all that ever went pefore him in any 
tioie, AthinWdes onhy excepted. 

- For a beginning, he took up Euclid's ETc- 
ments, he run his eye over the book, and at 
fight was-roafter of every propofition in it. 
*G"his done, the youthful vigour of his under- 
•ftanditig would not fuiler him to flay and fft 

. down, in order to contemplate tht Angular 
^excellence in that author*s elegant manner of 
'demtm^rating, whereby the whole. i^— *•*'** 

- connedtion of the truth* advanced is continu- 
-aHy kept in vfcv^ up to their firft principles. 

This negleft, however, he was fenfible of 

in his riper age ; biit his inj;enuity in confeiT- 

iing an error, which othetwife no body cquld 

have forifiifed, and that too after he was 

Jgfdwn eq dally fall of years and honour, by 

fetting out in another way, was, in him, onJy 

^-a flendcrinftance of a tnoft aauiablc fimplicit/ 

'of difpbfition. 

It was not til! the l^ter part of bis life, that 

rr. Pemberton bec^i]^ kiiown to him, and 

len, • . : :. 

*« He fpofee, even with regret,' of this mif* 

":e SLt the beginning of h^s mathematical 

B 2 iludies, 



4 BRlTIiS-H P^-UTARCil. 

Aodicfe* in dpp^mg bimiUf to tke .wt^rliES ef 
DesCartes andotb«r ^gfbrfacsi writers, before 
Jba had GQttfidered %hp Elemof^s of Eiiielid Mrith 
'that Mteniioii «»Iiic}i tfd ex^lkot « wrker 4e<- 

After a]}, if this v«s-a ftalt in him, it wa« 
n fault that^^allx^vt birth to all thofe vail 
imprQvet&ent3 whioh he afte^wi^ds mude ia 
^he(^ fci«ni:e«. ^ 

The truth ia, when he came 10 the college^ 
Dei C»rt^ WW aQ the Mogue, - Th^t ^miacnt 
,m^h«matiekia whI philofophe*: bad greiatiy 
«xteeded the bou&dsof.algiebia, ia the way 
ef cKpveling goomeiAcsaX lines by algebraical 
^aAtJPPS,' and thereby imiwiiicidfl new mCf- 
,lhod !(tf ireatiog g«<mietry. . 
. fiht author ftfiKk into tWs *ew analytical 
_jfei»tly faw to the 0nd'Qf the fa«- 
.theft iidvaniiermSxnri^ £)ies Cartesv* b»t hav- 
ing founded the deprh of 'thatduthor's ondeis- 
'.ihBdi»g, without jeeliog the«extenfive power 
of his own, he proceeded to read tjiofe pieced 
<3f Or. Wailis whkh were then .priiHcd> aiid\ 
,p4nk«]afly hbAmhaiietifia Ii^6oitjeinian.Hene 
>oar.a4Hhor ftr ft fojued that m^ter which fet his 
boiindief) iiivefuion toworlL. 
., In ihisi iagftWQKvs .perSy«i^««e, the cclft- ^ 
brated author had carried the nE^nfuratipn of 
copveUaed figote«^»«pitcfc whichihad not as 
jet beejB c»5»iwkd. : Ainppgft ^^lefi^* hp . h^ 
fq^ared> or given the areas of a feries of 
. ■ ' .• • ■/ .!"♦* •• •■>.'' ' 'Curves 
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ISAAC NEWTON. 5 

conres evprefled in the way of Des Cartett 
by a) gebraie* equations,' pfooeeding in a cep- 
tma geoindtrital proeredion ; whereby it eafily^ 
apppeared, as he ihews» that, if, between 
each of thefe areas another could be found, fo' 
that the terma of the agf regate ieries, after fuch 
iRterpolation» ilumid be to each other, conti*> 
nually in the fame fcale or pfoportion ; then 
tlie firil of the interpoled areas would giv« the 
Aaadratare of the cirelOi Bot^ how to per- 
rornt this interpolation, was, to him, an infu^ 
perable difficulty ; here, therefore, he wa& 
forced to pat a (lop to his refcMches at this 
period. 

In the winter, between the years 1664 and 
f66c, Mr. Newton took up the fub}c6^, and, 
thoMcarcely twenty-two years old, prefently 
paired the bounds that nature had fet to hit 
great prsecuribf} and, from this beginning,' 
hy an am^ing fegaeity, joined to the mo(t 
intenie application, carried the dodrine of in* 
Unite feries, in left than two years time, almoft 
to.perfedion. Bat this could be completed 
only by the help of the method of fluxions, 
which was invented by him, in the fpring of 
the year 166^ ; and took its rife from a cir« 
cumilance not much unlike that which gave 
birth to the former, 

Mr. Fermat bad, about the year 1630, hit 
vpon a way of dctermlmng the Maxima and 
Minima, by a method of the fame kind with 
that of fluxions; he had likewife drawn taij- 
gents tocar^s,. in fome of |the lefs difficult 

C 3 caics. 



thodis given by 
^omm^nt^ry on 
ed in 1649. » 
ittor, iij 1663,.. 

and remarked, , 
rational quanti- 
; now> by pur- 
tion, found out 
, and made ic 
t of ufing inde- 
powers; he ob* 
i4ngents, whiclv 
iby oecame upi-r 
[, by this means, 

in ^ra^tions or 
fe too, a$ to ra-^ 

ms of moltipli-, 
n of xooi^f were 
y of coniidcriog 
)f analyAs were/ 
ation laid for its 

rceived. tke.way 
qd the degree of 
vea point ; and,- 
j^le, .by the help 
d ferve for find-, 
rnrinaie quanti- 
;ht of laying 4 
ge extent of it*, 
tat mathematical 
y to niit&r;e, aadl 
even 
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ISAAC NEWTON. 7 

even daily experience, be cooceived as gene- 
rated by local motiocy either uniform or con* 
tinaally accelerated^ and that either in one uo-. 
varying proportion, or changing in ar.y given 
ruleof variaiAon. 

To reduce fo general a principle into a pro^ 
per form for calcuUtbn, he obfervcs, firll oF 
alJ, That, as hereby quanties became greater 
or leCif according to the greater or leffcr velo- 
cities of the motion with which they were ge- 
nerated, hence the- whole bufiiiefs con filled iii 
determining the proportion of thefe velocities. 
But the coiifideration of dififerent degrees of 
velocity neceflaiily involved that of time, and 
abfolutely depended upon it. Therefore he 
compared the motions of all . other quantities 
with that of time; and» from the flowing of 
time, and the moments thereof, be gave the 
name of flowing qaantiiies to all quantities 
which eiicre^eintinie.; and that of fluxions to 
the velocities of thdir incre^e ; and that of 
momejits to the^ parts generated in momenta 
of time; \ • % . . * 
'. Obferving' then»i that time flowed uni-^ 
form\yt he reprefcnted. it by fome other quan« 
^ty, wKicb war coniidered as flowing uni- 
formly (for inflance, in determining the areas 
of curved-lined figures, he reprefented it ge- 
nerally by equal parts of the abfciflai and its 
fluxion by an unit), and confldeiing the mo* 
nents of tiine»,.or of its .exponent, at equal to 
one another, fuch inoments he commonly re<» 
prefented.by ;hc letter « drawn into an aoit* ^ 

- '^ ^ .-Bi • - ; . Thft 
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% JBRltlSH PLUTA^CR. 

The other flowing qaantitiea lie reprcienteit 
by the ordinate, in ooitapatin^ the quadratore 
of curves, or, generally, by the finalleiters of 
the alphabet, x, /, %\ their fluxions by the 
fame letters in % different form, or elfe diftin<^ 
f uifhed by points over thetn» ^, J, «| &c. and 
their moments he exprefle^ by their fiuxiotis, 
drawn into a moment* of time xo : Irut did not 
confine his method to the ttfe of thefci or 40/ 
particular fymbols of fluxions. 

Every thing being' thus prepared, he re^ 
duced the whole inquiry to this general prob- 
lem . '< From a given equation* involving anv 
number whatever of fluents, to ^d the fluxions^ 
and vke verfa." • • . 

This problem he immedtatoly ^pHed to al! 
the fubjefis which the methematictans of th«(t • 
time were bufled in fearching into; and pu(h<- 
ing through every difficulty as it arofe^ he pre* 
fently brought it to that perfedion, eipeciall/ 
in the quadrature of curves, thi; fubjea WhicH 
Hrft fet him- to work, that, in any propofed 
equation whatever, exprefling the nature pf it 
curve, he could tell, whether fucK curve were 
poflible to be fquared orno ; and then, if pOf-- 
£ble, could a^oally give th« fquare, either iif 
finite terms, (that 19, accurately, if that could 
be done) or elfe, \ff eontinnal approximation^ 
in an infinite feries ; and this in lefs than i 
quarter of an houf. 

In al! i^tie enqttiries he knew not what \i 
was to be repulicd, hrs fegacity always carry- 
ing him: ihrongh cvtrjr oppofing difliculty up 
• f^ to 



ISAAC NEWTON. - * ^ 

t» the end which- bt ai«Jed at,- relied within. 
thefe \imkd o&ly^ whick he hiibiel/ the ugh c 
proper to put to fuch kind of ipecuUtions., 
But he bad norw laid in a fofiicient ilocl('(^ 
Cbefe niatei^iaU, which h« know how to enlarge 
too if there (hoold be occaiion lor it $ Sm^ he 
could nof think of thawing away his time 
»pon inseer abftra£ied fpecnUu^^s, how eater*, 
taimng {^ev€r tb^y mi^hfbei A<:to»*<i»|iy> i«. 
oow tttioed hu tiKiTtifglHa id a fitbjed ot sapt^ 
ijmnediate ufe* 

Des Cai$e^> m hit Di^fJcrfts, the beft of hi» 
pef fbrmaddes • in p'h^^dj^y/ taking up with 
the comfiioHly re^ceyve^ opinion, that light wa» 
boso^neous j ba4i< upon thi« principle, ir& 
difcdvertd.tbe laws of'refraftion> and dextion^ 
i^tf^, tbat lh4 perfe^ing of tekftopes de« 
pended on.ind^ out the way: of making {h< 
^Mlto in eUiptic^ parabolie,. or hyperbolic 
figures. . 

Tbd beft tnathemctical wits were tow a£ 
work iip^ this fobje^'; particularly Mn (af- 
terwards Sir Chri^ophei-) Wrenf had^ about 
tiiis tiuieft'^tfdo cenMerable ad vwices .to- 
wards e0mpleating thi^ fo uiR>fui an inveniiooy' 
H$ it was then thought to be. ' 

Mr. Newio«> therefdie, no f^onl^r got bacfc 
lo'tbe cojlege, tbaii he applied himfelf, in the 
yeai" i666i to tjhe erindirfg of optic glafles of 
•tBer figured ^jan ^herkal, having no diftraft 
as yet of the |?05[)Ogei\cous jiaturc of light , 
bat not hitting prefently upon any thing in thi« 
attenopt which Succeeded to his mind, he pro- 

B S cured 



/• BftlTISH PLUTARCH. 

cured a glafs prifm, in order to trv the cele- 
brated phenomena of colours, not long before' 
^ifcovered by Grimaldi. ' 

He was much pleafed at firft with viewing 
the vivid bri^htnefs of the coloors produced 
]^ this experiment ; but, after a while, ap- 
^ying himfelf to confiderthem in aphrlofophf- 
cal way, with that circumfpedlion which wa» 
natural to him, he became immediately fi^r- 
prrzed to fee then* in an obl«ng form ; which, 
according to the received rule of refractions- 
ought to have been circular : yet, at firft, he 
thought the irregularity might poffibly be nd 
more than' accidental ; but thh^as a quefHooy 
he could not leave without further fatis^flion : 
ht therefore prefently invented ah bfallihle 
method of deciding it ; and this produced his 
New Theory of Light and Colours. 
■ However, the theory a)ooe, unexpeAed and 
furprifiDg as the difcovery was, did notfatisfy 
kirn ; he rather confidered the proper ufe that 
ini|;ht be made for ' improving ttlefcopes i 
^hich was his firft defign. • 

- Te this end, having now idHcover^d light 
fiot to be homogeneal, but an heterogeheovs 
mixture of differently refrangible rays', h« 
computed the errors arifing from this difiereiit 
refrangibility, and finding them to exceed 
fome hundreds of times thofe occafioned by 
the circular figure of the glafTes, he laid afele 
his glafs works, and took reflexions int* 
coniidcration* » 
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■He BOW tmderftoody tliat optical inftruments 
ttiigbc be brought to any degree of perfeAion 
xroagiaabley provided a refledlin? fubftance 
could be found, which would poli(h as'iinel/ 
as glafs^ and refieft as much light as gla^ 
tianfmitSy and the art of giving it a parabolic 
figure be alio obtained. But thefe feemed to 
him very great diiEculties ;'' nay, he almoft 
thought them infoperable, when he farther 
coniidered* that every irregularity' in a refledt* 
ing fuperficies, makes the rays ilray five or fix 
times more from their due courfe, than the 
like irregularities in a refra^ng one. 
* AmidA thefe thoughts, he was forced from 
Cambridge by th^ plague.; and it .wa« more 
than two years before hemade any farther prp- 
jgrefs therein. However, he was far from pafiing 
away the hours in a negligence of thought 
in the country ; on the contrary, it was here« 
^t this time> that he firft flarted the hint that 
gave rife to the fyftem of the world ; which is 
the main fubjed of his Principfa. 
' The coniideration of accelerated motion 7a 
fhe method of fluxions above-mentioned^ 
which he was Aill improving, unavoidably led 
his tKoughti to the fubje^l of gravity, the e& 
fed of which is an in(hince of that motion ia 
oature. And now*' as he fat in a garden alone 
in the country, he very naturally fell into fome 
refleflions on • the power of this principle ; 
That, as this po^yer is not fbiind fcniibly dz- 
minilhed at the remokeft diftance from the cen- 
tre of the ei^th to which we can rife, neither 

B6 .It 
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m^the tops <rfihe. loftietfliuildSngs, horootTje, 
fommits of the higtiei^ mountains, it appeatecf 
|o him reafonable to conclude, that'thi^power^ 
ihuft extend jnach fartfier than was uAially 
thought. Why notas higk as tlie xnb^n ? faid 
|ie ^ Uih&l^l^ and^ irib,. her motioh niuH hi 
loiittenced by. it ;. perhaps ^e is Retained ia 
JicT orbi^ tWreb]^ :. however, thb* iht: powec 
€>f gravity is notTenfibly Weaket^d in'tne lit- 
tle change of dlAairce at wbiclfi we can place 
Avrfelves from tfte centre of the earth ; yet it 
is very poffiblejr-that* as high. as the moonj 
this powejr may di^tr noiucb in ilrength from 
^hat it. is hene. . .. p .^ / ) 

if 9 make an estimate wKat mic^t be . tHe 
iicgree of thils dimination,. he conBdered wiik 
iatakW, that, if the moon be retained in'hij: 
erhit hy the force of gravLty, no doub^ the 
jjriroary; plaaets ar* carried, round the . fun hj 
the like ];ower ; ai^^ by coomaring thf 
periods of ttie: fevo^al planets mtn their di^- 
AaAfies ftom tht^^iuii JjU ^ound> tliat, if any 
fovftr like ^Xavitjf l^eld tliem in their. courfes^ 
Its ftrengtb mi^ decreafe in tfie duplicaite pro- 
:portioiiof the incfea^of diil'ance.^ . . / 

This ^e. cqTicluded^ by Aippo£ng them to 
«xnove inperfcdl circles' cbncentncal<o the fun, 
/from !i^hi^^ the orbits of thre greatcft part of 
. hern d^ liqx^mucjb dideh, Suppb^ng therefcre 
iHe pow^Jf of ^Vyity, When extended to tlte 
mooa to depreafe in the. fame nianner, he com- 
^pnted whether t£at ^rjce Wpuld teTulficient iio 
•jkeep the moon in hsr-prbit. 

In 



Trt Ah. <:<J!Aputati3n, being abfent from* 
6o&kd, hd td6k the common dUmate, in oie 
^fhmg gdogfaphers and oar feamen before* 
ifbriffood hkd meafurcd the earth, that forty 
$Dghi(b miUd complete one degree of ladtade; 
biff, as th?s is a^ vety faulty fuppoiittan, eaci' 
^egf^e cotitainlftg ihbmt fixty-nine Englifh 
litiks atfld aft hdfThifi ct^itlpotatioQ upon it did' 
ftotmake th^po^er of gravit)^, dfecreafirtg in:a- 
Auplleiti prOfpOttirtU to th* diffente, anfwera* 
blc to the povircf which retained the moon m 
hkt of bit ; wbiiti<5<! he toticlod^d that feme 
bther (aiSft mofi dt l^aH joixi uriih*the a^icHk' 
of the botver 6f gravity «5it the ilioair. fW 
f^is rei£&h\ he laM ^Me,' ht tliat dme, tttrf 
ifkrthet- iB'oights trpdn flte matter; 

* jSn fe'afjAeJsfTii^flitrc'd, as tp grvei^ 

'f ouriee dpfniOfi, fctil&ed apjoh phfib'eft ailrono-* 
laical cbftrtations of tie Whole 'plane tary fyf-; 
IM, is aalUuHriodsprotJf of A temper cxaftljr 
fitted for philofojibical enquiries. 

* . Mr. Voitairt relates it, as an anecdote at 
bartitulaj Uft fn th^hiftory tif the hiimafl 
&ind ; a^ ,tt fh^Ws; 'it ohcii bodi hoW grenl 

• an exa«:ii^ U rieCefiaiyJn theffe fdences, and 
iikeWil^ how dlfiiiter^ft^d'lMt. Newebti was M 
his fcirch ^ftCr tf trth* 

It is^indeed i Iittl6 furprifing, thkt he ihqdd 
not tfi^h b'd acquitnted with Mr. Norwood^ 
llT^hfuratioli, Whieh wa^ made in 1635 i and 
Te'ebs tp b^ iflOTe fb fUU, th&t he did hot fit- 
form kimfetf, tvh^n he ivtarned to Cambridg«» 

which 
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which he did ihortly after ; aad» intK^foHour* 
ing year, 1667, was chofeD fellow of his coU 
lege, and took the degree of mafter of arts 
the ^me year» having proceeded bachelor of 
arts three years before. £at at this time he 
apparently thought it not poflible, that the ol d 
reckoDiBg coald be fo groisly wideof the truth 
as it really is; and he was remarkably clear 0/ 
that vanity, which in other eminent invento t^ 
is uleful, in making them forward to path the 
exercife of their inventive -faculty. In reality^ 
his. thoughts were now engaged upon his new* 
ly-projeSed telefcope by reik£tion ; whicbi, 
Deing a very uTeful invention^ he was mod de>^ 
£rotts to complete : and, in i668»having con* 
iidered what Mr. James Gregory propofed in bis 
Optica Ptombta, concerning fuch a telefcope^ 
with a hole in the midli of the obje^- metal t9 
^eanfinit the light to an eye-glafs placed be.** 
hind it* he thoitght the dUadvantages would be 
{6 great, that he re^lved^, before he put any- 
thing into pra£iice, to alter Mr. Greeory/s de- 
fign». and place the eye-glais at the fide of th(r 
iiubey rather than io^ the middle ; he then 
made a foudl inftnunent;» with an ^bjed-metal > 
ipherically concave : bat this was only a rude 
efiay, the cluef defeA lay in wanting a good 
eolifk for the metd. This therefore he iet. 
kimfelf to find out» when Dr..Barrow reiigning; 
the iQatbematical chair at Cambridge to him, 
^cm the' eighth of November* in the yeat 
16699 the bufinefs of that projfeip^ribip inter- 
rupted 
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nipted his attention / to the tellefcop^ for a< 
while. . , 

^ In the mean; tim.e, a* unexpefleil OGcafioa 
drew firom our author a difcov^ry of the vaU 
Improvements he had made in geometry by the 
help of his new analysis. 

Lord-vt£coant Brouacker, the year beforet, 
Kiad publUhed a ^s^drature of the-hyperbola 
in an infinite feries ; which^ by the help of Dr.* 
Wallis^s diviiion, was foon after dcmooftrated 
by Mr. Nicholas Mercacor« in his Logarith-^ 
Diotecbnicay in x668» 

.This being the firll appearance oFa (eries of 
this ^rt, drawn from the particular nature oC' 
the cnrve^exprefled iaanabftradied algebraical 
equation, and fhat la a nanaer vesy new, tho 
book presently came, into the .hands of Df*. 
Barrowt then .at Trinity i-epUege ^ who hav-> 
i«g9 'ilpoii; anotl^r occ^on> beeq inforiB«4 
ibnie ckoe before by Mr, Newton^ thar h6 had 
a^eneral method- of drawing ungencs*. com^*/- 
monicated this invention of Moreator's to that > 
fcUow-colIegian : uppu 'fight: of<which»''our 
aothor brought him thofe papers of hjs own^ 
ihat contained his Analyfis pes sequatiQBCs.no* 
mero teroiiiiorum infinitas« 

The dodior peruiing it, , Aood amazed at the 
prodigious performance^ and xmniediatcly ac* 
(juaiated his friend Mr. Collins with it ; at 
wbofe fcqueflp he afterwards obtained leave <tf 
Mr. Newton tpy fend, him the papers. Mcw' 
.Collins staking a- €9py before he returned thfi 

.treafuret 
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tVeiforei thcRCtf'giett' t^ fiMan» of difperftfig' 
othjcr tranfcripts to all the moil eminent of hi» 
ifisthetiMttkal apquaintsAic^. Butv rtotAvkb- 
ftftmltfi^ this, k wa$ no>t till miny ydftrs after^ 
ilirafcb, that i\it UxW e^ent to whteh our au* 
thor bad carried the invention caoie to be well 
Hildeillood. 

• Mr. Pofitenelle ob<«rve9» tba< it was fottiraf 
to' exped, that Mr. Nei^iton, apon feeing 
Mercator*5 book, w<Hsld have been forward to 
open bis treafart, a«Ki thereby fecure td him- 
felf the g.lory of being the * firft difcoverer. 
jft^f diifl was not h^s wa}' of irhinking ; o^ the 
idntrary, we know, frotn his own words, thdf 
lie ^heugbt Mercator hid entirely difcovefed* 
Xtis fecref ; or that othei^i wotild, before he wfl5 
ef a proper age for writing td-th^ public. The 
ethptyMam^ of barely doing wliat* no body elA 
^ttld d^, he* looked^ o^eto as i ch41d^d bauble^ 
hh views were mnch high^, and mdve rt6bie g 
ht fh^a^ht to bUitd ht9 faome upon a iriore fub*> 
{hmtkil foundation . 

Thfftr ijpoetilftciv^ krvtnt((m5, th^i^fore^ 
lio^ver ing^ioiis* ^^1*6 k^p^ by hiftii ^ 
nece^Ihfyf^ls and tiiftpleni^htfr iivhis ttktLtthei 
into the work« of nature ; ttitrii he kne^V they 
wduM ^ of nie to Kilti^ and he knew too 
how It vie them-th^e to advantage ; and itt 
^efe views ohiy it was* thAt he ftt^ ally partis 
^hr'valiie npon thein* • May, h^ W46 now ac* 
fiially rillEddtog this nib of' t1i«m> in diicoverin^ 
%he propeHits and^iiftr«iHeUii^ fhftMill&adliei)^ 
«f light. 

As 



f S A AC ' ^ E W t O N*^ f^ 

As hi* thoughts had beeA ftf fbtaie? Aw^ 
chicfljr employed opdh optics, he nfmde* his 
difcoveries in that fcience th^'flibje^ ef-^fft 
le^ure^, for the three firft years after htwal 
^pppinted mathematical profeflbr. \ 

Me had not finifhed thele lefttires, wheif he 
was chofen fcHow of the royai focietyj injai- 
naary, iSyi-i; ai^d, Having ttow brought hl^ 
Theory of Light a'nd'CoIoufs^ to a great i^ 
gree of Pcrfe^ion,- he c^itrmi»rifcated it t^ 
that fociety, flrft to have their judgment iJpoA 
itf. and it was afterwards pubiifiied in theik* 
Tranfa^Hons of Fcbr uary i^inei^en*, 1 672 . ' » 

The reafon of this conducts folly declared^ 
!n t^e following letter df Ms to Mr. Oldeti^ 
barg. 

** I T was an efleem of the roy«ll feeiety for 
pitft candid and aW jiidgts lli ^ilbf<^hkal 
inatters> encotin^ed me i^pfdfent the<tti wi^' 
ch^ Difcottrfe of L%hf fttd €dfditr», whkft 
fince they have ibfavf^ur^bij; a^eepted-of, I de^ 
•arnedly defire you to return them my cordkl 
thanks. I before thought it'a great ftfvdCir to be 
made a met^ber of that honourable body ; but 
I am now more (enfible of fhe ad'^&ntage. Por, 
believe me. Sir, I do not only efteem it a duty 
to contur 'wJtli* theii! ilP the promotion of feol 
knowledge^ but a great priviledge, that, in- 
'•"•••' Head 
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iUskd of eirpofing difcouries to a prejudiced <and 
cenforioafi multtcode (by which meaos inany 
tretbs liave b<peii bafHed and lofl) I may with 
frciedoni apply my (elf to fo judicious and im- 
partial an afTembly. 

As to the printing of that letter, I am f^f^ 
fied with their judgment, lirelfe I fhould have 
thought it too firait andnarrrow for public 
view. I deiigned it only to thofe who ■ know 
hovf to improve upon hints of things ; and 
thevekire to fliun tedioufnefsy omi$«ed many 
fuch remaiks and expeiioients as might becoU 
le^d by conlidcring the afligned laws of re- 
fradiioDs; ibmeof which, I oelieve, with the 
generality :of ^nen^ would jet be almoil a$ 
taking as any 1 described. But yet, fince the 
royal fociety bave fhotght it fit to appear pub* ^ 
lidy, I leave it to iheir pleafure : and, per^ 
te^> to fopp]^ the aforeiktd defies, I may^ 
fend you fome more of the experiments to fe- 
cotid it» if it be fo thought fit, in the«itfuing 
l^ranfadiions. 

I have iH> more but to offer -my acknow* 
ledgn»aits of your kindne0es in particular ,'aii4 
iny thanlcs foz the pfiins you are pleafed to un» 
dert^ke ift printing :that letter. 

: '•« SI R, / 

** Lam 

.<< Your faithful &rvant, 

t - ., it X. Newton,* 
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- Fut» fiAlWiihftaiidiog all th» preoiDtion 
wluch was x»kcn in preparing it (or public 
view, yet it was ib abfoiutely new aadunftif^ 
peded* and totally ^ubvoF&ve of all mens fettled 
opinions in this matter ; fuch a nice degree o£ 
jEuxaracy. and ejcadnefs was neceflary in mak-* 
ing the ^experiments upon v/hieh it wa» 
founded ; and the reafcMiing alio upon thofe* 
experijDEients was fo very fabtk asui penetrat* 
iiig» th^t it '•no fooner weot . abroad into the 
world* thjin it fouad oppofers in all. quarters' 
yv^ere ever ic ap>peared» 

.Our author was thus . ujnexpeftedly drawn 
iato various difputes about it ; which being, 
fyti the moft party oocafioned, either by too 
much hadinefs in trying his experimentSt or 
cife by reaft)ning jvrong ,ipoA them^ were very 
grievous to him, ; 

; He had fpcnt tight years in repeating the 
experiments which afcertoined the truth of the 
£ai\, and now though^ to oblige the world; 
by diicioiing one of the moil hidden fecrets ef 
natttve; and there washroom to expert the bc<t 
nefadlion would be received, with all imagina* 
ble gratitude : but» A^eped as they were iq 
error, the difcovery fe^ms to have been c^n- 
6 rued into a reproach of th^ir igtvorfiace ; an^ 
they fuFered for it. 

By this fpecimen^ the great inventor clearly 
(aw.whait would be the coniibquence of giv># 
ing thercjft of his Theory, where he knci» 
there mufl appear fo many yet more amazingly 
fsv^xc truths. 

Fof 
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For tills reafdn^ He li»d up -hb ^kaA Ucr 
tures, after he had preoaptd dietn fo# the preft 
wuh a deiigti to pnbliih th«rii : axld« a$ h6 
liad referred, for the 'demonfiradonA of fomai 
things therein, to hU Analyfis per ae^uatiofi^ 
Bumero cermiiioFum infinitas; ifig lateiiliont 
was, the le<flures Aould be accofnpanied withi 
it : for which purpofe he had enlarged and re* 
viied it, a^d cad it into a better form. H^ 
had likewiie illQflrated it with a ^at vaiietyk 
cf examples, and fet the wliole method of 
flaxions entirely in a new light. However, h0 
had not completed his whole defign^ before 
the decree agaidft publication was pa^d ; foi 
he* had thought of adding the in»inef o£ re« 
living &u^ problems as could not be r«« 
dated to^ quad^cor^f which he never com«<» 
pleted. 

' in thi«iepndi»ft, our author evidently ftfted^ 
i^ainil his own fame ; bat that nmotive had tit- 
tle weight with hi m> when thrown in the bal— 
lance againft the fweet enjoyovent of an uAruf- 
^td fercAtty of thought; a bleBlng which htf 
valiied above all the glor^ that mathematics otf. 
philofbphy could heap upon him, 
• . In the account which he gave himfelf, fom^ 
^ars.after, af (hefeproceediugiSi he fay s^ 

« 1 blamed my own imprudence, for parting' 
with (b fubllamial aibleiCng as my ^uiet« to^ 
sun aftev a fhadow.'' 

Ye^- 
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. VeMhfffe di^^«trsi Vex;^ioios astthey Were, 
ink not hi^tt \Am fran goid^ ob to iiiiiih hte 
refie6ling-t^fc0p<» llie moft inHRodifttdy ufe- 
liii :|>att ef his optics ; and, obfrrvi^g that 
4faer« was so aUblote cecity for the parabo^ 
iic figQie of Vhc ^afles* fince, if metals couU 
4>e ground truly tphorical* they would bear aa 
graat apertures. ashmen would be .able to givje 
^p4li&:t09 he completied another oAftniinenc 
^of dhi^ kkidr/; -wiiicli Adfmrifig tiue ^Qrpoft fe 
.W4ll> aa, l(i9iPgh it [Kva^ only £x linecbes, lojij 
.jet he iiad An^n wiih li Japiter ^(tindlly rcMii( 
.<ks aife Vv^ fo«r fitteUke4> and Genius horne< 
.)ie fefit.tt to tb6 royal fociety at 'their requeft, 
•tc^ether with a deicripti<»r of it; which was 
•a^tei^arids^ puiblHhed in the Philofopbicftl 
Tnaa^ions'for i&e twenty eighth of Macch» 
^1672, Number eighty*oiie. ^, 

Th^t arelil^awifey in the two immediately 
-fijibrefateat pumbers, feveral further obferrtt- 
•tiorvi and parttcnlstts relating to thia aew io* 
veatt^n, icommanicated By him in the view of 
feconding the defigiH of the ^iety, to recoai* 
rineadk to-fcme'&ilftl.artifts, for fuitherim- 
l^rovMseotr with (efpe6;to thd.two parttculais 
which were (till wanting, a proper ccunpoiitioQ 
df iti^kU aotTa good ^iih. 
. The iamiSi year, 1672, he poblL&edy at 
,Cajnbrad^« in 8vo, Beroacdi Varenii Geo- 
igrapihia .GeneiaKs» in qna AiledioaesGensra^ 
•\r%. TeUmas fticplicantor aadla ic illuflr^a ab IT. 
Newton. ' ;..;.: 

•: ;M About 
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I Abottt 'this ttfne» ho'lfftd lik^tvffe' feme 

tlloogbtfl of paldiihingiKihekhtovieii^ Algfcbra^» 

•bat afterwards dropped that d^ngir. 

; In 1675, Mr.' Hooke laying" daiih to fotnt 

of his inventkms in his New I'hetiry of Light 

•nd Colours, he aderted hi^ right thereunto 

'with* a. becoming fplrit; aad, the fbllowing 

year, at the requeft of Mr. Leibnitz, ht wrdtte 

«wo lettersy to be cotfimonieated to hiin> 

therein he^expbined his imFemioA of infinite 

ieriesy'attd took notice how ^ he had iitf- 

.proved it by his' mc^hodl of fluxions t whicl), 

<Aowever, he ftili concealed, by a tranfpofi* 

4ion of the letters into an alphabetical order, 

that made op^the two fiindatnentat problems of 

iit. This was done^ (hat he might be at Vir 

<befty tO' alter, his method In fcftne things, in 

cafe any body c^fefbonki ifiti'd it out. f 

^ In the winter between 1676 and 1677, he 

-fomicl the grand proportion, that, by a centri- 

-petal force reciprocally as the fq\)are of xHt 

diftance, a planet mud revohre in «n ellipf^s 

•about the centre t>f force placed in the* lowdr 

•focus of the. elli pits, and with a radius drawti 

>to that centre: defcnbtf areas proportionable to 

»the time, ' 

In 1680, he made feveral aflronomical ob- 

ribrvatioas'upon the comet that then appeared ; 

-which, for fome confiderable time, he took 

• not to be one and the fame, but two diilereat 

J comets, againft the fufpicion of Mr. Flam- 

ftead. 

, •. * . RowerA*i 



"^ Mowcv^i tlifc<4nfe4uefic« of ihe theory of 
centripetal and centHfogiil forces ^bdngth^ 
^ubje€l'of OMach'- enquiry aboot-tlni time,"he 
recei^ei a letter horn Mr. Hooke» expiaininff 
wbat mod be thecKnt defcribcd by^a farlHng 
body, IbppofTed to be moved circularly by thi 
diurnal motion of the earth, and pei^pendictH* 
iarly by tYkt f>o\Ver of gravity ; wheiein he 
Ibewedr that it would nOtbe alfpird line, b«it 
-an^eccfedirical eHiptoidi'fof^mSn^n^refiihliRce 
in the medium^ bur^ %n calb W^refiftance, it 
would be an eccentric ellfptii^M^ whichv 
afteF^ manyfe^lM^diM^ would reft in the eeiif« 
tre at laft ; and that the fall of the bodyisvduld 
not be dire€tlyeaft» but to the ibuth->eaft, and 
SBOre to th^ ibuth than iht ea^, ^ 

Tiislelter put M*. New^n upoh enqttiring 
what was: the i^al figure in which fuch a body 
' isoved 9 ani this enquiry gaveocc^iion toliis 
* reAimiilg his Ibrmer thoughts concerning thb 
mooii t and Picart having, not long before* 
via. in 1679^ meafured a degree of the earth, 
' by uflng'-bis'-nieiifures; the nit>on appeared to 
lie retained in her orbit purely by the power (if 
: gr^vify ; and, confe^ttentty, that this powi^r 
'"idhCTeaks in the duplicate pr6poni6n of the 
. 4iilatice, as he had ^rme^rly conje6lured. ' 
' Upon this prindple,- he found the line de* 
fcribed^yd falling body to ttp ajr eHipiis, tHt 
ce9trf of lhe*eacth being one &cus ; and finding 
by this mcannthftt the primary planets realPy 
noved in Aich orbits as Kepler had gtie^d» 
' |tft luidlilc iHisfiiltioQ to fee» that this enquiry^ ' 

wbii^ 
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^iJui^ 4lf h9i fmd^r^cn ^t .firft 9Pt of gfeer 

popofitiops^^l^aQg^ t)t€|i|o4oaof (h^ prir 

inunicaced tp .^b^ ar^yaj iod«ty In .the Utt^ e»d 
S>fth«ywr i.6?3. 

jnoa. s^ to Qs^ry i^ d^m^M^tie^ .Uuwg)» all 
the particQlar^; 

Chriftopher Vift^^^iiA Mr,. W^oki M ^BiClSt- 
i«lg wilfei li>iM*til^ftkftipf» &gpn'rte«iHi.*Mlc<« as 

.well; aj.i^y §tb^r«» .Ja :i»iif:h'heTic^i$Wy,4«- 
^^«d, ta:*,4cgfpe.;<rfp^feaipjtb l»e. |»ak,i^* 
journey in A^g^ift to Cfrn^h^age* jji pidtfrio 
^•^onfttU Mr. Newtpu. 
I 'Qtir Ajki(^or'pf€fe»tiyiaji^S9>4d hiBi> iltuithe 

^4?inQHftratiQh j .and- Wr? . Jfallfy^^icqeivif^ ^t 
/f pnpi Ji^m- in NQvc^abc^. «Eiad^ bime ^ i.fe^»d 
vifit at C^mim^g/s ; i^r^h^ got 4ii^ eosfeat, 
.with. 6?me^J%ii)ty^ to:h?it^:i* eM^md id the 
«,i«gifi9r-b6^oii# 43ff -ihie? wiy^t fflci?ty> \Aft>r 
. u^kht by Mr. Hidley'$ iii^^flMfriiyr 4UR)3i %ke 
rjif^ft ,oC <hat ibcicty, Q»r * ^tbv Wltti jjat- 

,'/«' ^.. J . ;iJ3;.i'j ,'. •••' .-. .v't il*.': "'5*; L,i ;• Xte 
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The third biDok^ bdug only a corollary cf 
(cme propofitions in the %rft, was then drawn 
up by htm in the popular way, with a defigu 
to poblifli it in that form ^th the^ther two : 
but th^ mamifcript being prefented with a dse^ 
*dication to the royal fociecy, in Aprilt i686» 
Mr. Hooke, very injurioufly, initfted upon 
his having demonftraced Kepler'a problem be- 
fore our author ; whereupon, father than be 
inv<dved again in controverfy, he determined 
CO fttpprefs the third book, till his Aiends pre- 
vailed upon him to alter that refolution. How^ 
ever, he was now convinced, that it wonld be 
bell not to let it go abroad without ftrid de» 
jnonftration* 

The book was put to the pre fs by the foci- 
etyibon after Mildfummer, 1686, under the 
.care of. Mr, Halley, then affiilant-fecretary ; 
^d it came out about Midiummer, 1687, un- 
* der the title of Philofophis Naturalis Princi- 
pe Mathematica. 

From .hence it appears, that this treatife, 
full of fach a variety of profound inventions, 
was. compofed.from tearce any other materials 
thafi the few propoiitions before-mentioned, in 
the fpace of etghteeii months. 
. The fecOad edition, with great additions 
and improrements by th^ author, was printed 
in 17 15, 4to, under the direction of Mr. Ro- 
ger CoteS) prefeflpr of a ftronomy and experi- 
medial philofophy in that univerfity; who pie- 
fixed a piefiipe, giving an account of the phi- 
lofophy conCaii^ io the bo9k» efpeclall/ with 
, VoLvXI. C i^egard 
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tegard to the ftmcd mttices of Des Caltes ; 
'«Abich» though kteftvgably relWtecl heseia, 
mil had their abettors* 

The laft edictohi whh SAW farther iinpioiie- 
jBents by the tntthor^ was pvbtiflnd mt ^ott* 
doily ia4to, nBderihecace«f Henry PeaibeiK 
ton, M. D. 

This iwok, in which oar^ affdior had built 
a new fyftem of oataral philoibphy, npoa the 
xnoft fubiime geometry, did not meet ae Mt 
with all the app]aufe it defenred, a&d was one 
4lay to receive. Two reafbns concorted In 
prodactng this efftB. : Des Cartes had then got 
fall poiTefioa of the world ; his phUofopby, 
was, indeed, the creature of a fine imagioa- 
tiOD, gaily dreiled in a temptia^ jnetaphorical 
fiile ; he had given her, likewite, ibme of na- 
ture's true features, and painted the reft to a 
Jeeming of nature's > likeasfs, with a finiHi^ 
countenance.; bt&^St wk^ver Ae faid was ' 
eafily underftood ; and thus ihe yiddcd hed^lf ' 
up, • without any gxeat difficulty, to her vota- 
ries. . Uptm thefe accounts, people is general 
even took nakindly an attsmpt to awake tiwoi 
put of fo pleafing a dream. 

On the other hand, Mr: NewtoB had, with 
an unparalleiled penetration, pinfoed nature 
up to her moft fecret abodes, and was intest 
to demonftrate Wrefidence •to others,, rather 
than anxious to pokt oat the way by which km 
arrived at it himietf. He Enilhed his p^pee in 
that elegant conci^biefs, which had jaftly 
caintd the astisnta'an oaivedal eteaa* Ibi- 

. . deed^ 
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deed, the tonifeqfieneesjlow wkh foch rapidity 
from the principles, that the reader k dhen 
left to rupp}y« long chain to coiinedt Ihcm ; 
therefore itTe^fiired fome time before the world 
could nndepHaod it ; the beft mathematiciaos 
were oblifeil to Rudy it with care before they 
could be mafters of it ; and thofe of a lower 
<k& dorfl •not veiittire apon it, fill encoof aged 
by the teftiinomes of the no^ learned : but, at 
]^» when its worth came to be fufficiendy 
known^ the approbation which had been to 
llovidy gained-, became univerfal ; and nothing 
was to be heard from all quArter^ but Oat ge- 
neral ftont of admiration. 

^ Does Mr. Newton ettt, ^ drink, or 
ileep, like Other men?'* feys the marqun 
PHdpital, one of the greateft raathemsticians 
of the age» to the Engltih who vifited him ^ 
-<< I represent him to myfelf as a eele^^ gt* 
nias, entirely difengaged from matter." 



The general fubjefl of the Principia is tho 
'dofbrine of motion, Which is the mo^ confi- 
^derable of all. others for eftabliihing the firft 
prindptcfs t>f philofophy by geometHeal de- 
monftratton. The undertaking was bc^an . by 
-Des Cartes ; bat, taking up with grot^ expe- 
riment^ without examination, he derived his 
ido^ns too haftily. Mr. Newton both 
../the- nfiiake, and, at the fame time, l|ow 
'tremeiy difficttlt it would be to avoid ift; 
he had tfa» reftiltttion to make the attempt, 
. C a and 
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and h^ alone had ftrength to complete the exe« 
cution, , 

To this end, hy experiments made with the 
mod accurate exadnefi, and obferyed With the 
niceA circumfpedion and fagacity, he firft di£. 
covers what:are the real phsnomena of motioa 
ariiljig. from the natural powers of gravity, 
elaAicity, the . reiiilance of fluids, and th« 
like ; whence he rifes, by the help of his own 
fuMime geometry, to inveiligate the .true 
forces of thefe powers of nature; and then, 
from thofe force$« demonfirates the other phs- 
l^omena: pju-ticularly, in fettling the fyftem 
of the heavens, he demonflrates mathemati* 
cally, in the firfl book, what are the genuine 
effi^s of central forces, in all hypotbefes 
whatfoever that can be framed concerning the 
laws of attraction ; then^ from Kepler's rules, 
and other allronomical and geographical obfer- 
vations, he ibews, what the particular laws of 
attradtiQD are in nature ; and proves, that this 
attradioA is every where the fao^e as the ter- 
reftrial gravity ; by the force of which, all bo- 
dies tend to %h€ (un, and to the f<;veral pla« 
nets. 

^Then, fcom other demonftrations, which 
are alfo matkematical, he deduces the motion 
of tue planets,^ the comets, the moon, and the 

' In the height of all thefe profound, philo* 
fophical refearches, juft before his Principia 
went to the prefs, the privileges of the univet>- 
fity being attacked by king James 11, our aa- 

ihor 
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thor appeared among the mod hearty defend- 
ers; and was, accordingly, one of the dele- 
gates to the high-commiffioh tourt ; where the 
fteady defence they made was fo onexpefted 
by The court, that the king thought proper to' 
drop the affair. " • 

After this, he was'chofen one of the ilni- 
verfity reprefentatjves in the convention parli- 
ament in 1688, where he attended till its dif- 
foliuien. ■ '• 

Mr. Montague, afterwards carl of Halli- 
fax, fat likewife, for the firll-time, in that 
parliament j and, being bred at the iamc col- 
hgCr was well acquainted with our author's 
abilities ; and undertaking the great work of 
recoining the money when he became chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, he obtained of the kin*;, 
for Mr, Newton, in '1696, the office of war- 
dt;n of the Mint. 

This poll put him in a capacity of doin** 
jigtial iervice in that afiair, which was of fo 
great importance to the nation : and, three 
years after, he was promoted to be mailer of 
the Mint: a place* communibus annis, worth 
twelve or fifteen hundred pounds a year ; 
which he held till his death. 

Upon this promotion, he appointed Mrl 
William Wbifton^ then iftoller of arts at Glare- 
hall, his deputy in the mathematical profciTor- 
fliip at Cambridge^ giving him the full profits 
of -the place: and,_not long after, procured 
him to be his fucceffor in that pod. 

C 3. The 
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. The rQf)ial academy of ici^nc^s at Paris, hav- 
ing, this year* made a new regulation for ad-* 
«iittiiig foreigners into their fociety, Mr. 
Kewton was imiQediately ele£led a member 
^f that academy. 

In 1703., he was cholen preildent of th« 
royals fiudety ; 10 which chair he fat for twen- 
ty-five years,^ without interruption^ till the day 
of his- death. 

In 1704, he publifhed, at London, in '410). 
his Opties : or, a Tceatife of the Reflexions, 
Refractions, Inflcftions, and Colours of Light* 
He bad now at times employed thirty years in 
bringing the experiments to that degree of cer- 
tainty and ei^adlnefs, which alone could fatisfy 
himfeif. In reality, this feems to have beea- 
his raofi favourite invention. 

In the fpeculations of infinite feriea and flux-^ 
ions, ^s alfo in his demonftratioiis of the 
power of gravity in preferving the fyflem of 
the world, there had been fome, tho' diKant* 
hints given by others before himi whereas^ 
in the diiieding a ray of light intoits firft coa- 
fiitoent particles, which tb^n admitted of na 
Luther icparatton; in the difcovery of the dif* 
ferent refrangibility of thfiie particjea thus ie<». 
parated, and that thefe^ conilk^ent rays had 
each its own peculiar colour inherent in it ; 
that rays falling in the iaine angle of inoideBce- 
have alternate Sts of refleClion and refra^ion 
thai bodies are rendered traofpaFent by t 
minutenefs of th^r pores, a»d become opa< 
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by having them large ; and, that the moft 
tranrpar«nt body» by having a^eat thinnefs, 
will become lefs pervious to the light : in all 
thefe, which made up hia New Theory of 
Light and Colours, he was abfolutely and en- 
tirely the firft ftarter ; and, as the fabjeft is of 
the mod ftibtle and delicate nature, he thought 
it neceilkry to be himfelf the lad finiftier of it. 
' The art of making experiments to a certain 
degree of accuracy is far from being a com* 
moA attainment. The moft triflng fa£i that 
^lls under our notice^ is complicated with fo 
many others which compofe or modify it, that 
it requires the utmoft fagacity even to guefs at 
the particular ingredients of fuch a compofi- 
tion, and the niceft dexterity to diftinguifh 
them from each other. The fads to be exa- 
mined muft be refolved into others, which are 
ti^emfelves compounded ; and fometimes, if 
we happen to midalce our way, we are led into 
atidlefs and inextricable labyrinths. The truth 
ic, the affair that chiefly employed his re- 
fearches for fo many years, was far from being 
confined to the-fubjed of light alone : on the 
dontrary, all that we know of naturid bodies 
ftcmed to be comprehended in it; he had 
found out, that there was a mutual adlton at i 
a diftaoce between light and other bodies ; j 
by which both the refledions and refradions, ^ 
veil as iniledionsy of the former were con-* 
''7 produced. 
> aicertain the force and extent of thia 
iple of adion, was what had all along 

C 4 engaged 
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engaged his thoughts ; and what, after al!, 
by its extreme fubtlety, efcaped even-h?s moil 
penetrating fpirit. However, though he haa 
not made io full a difcovery of this principle, 
which dire£ts the courfe of light, as he has in 
relation to the power by which the planets are 
kept in their courfes ; yet he gave the be ft 
.c^ire^tions poffible for fuch as might be inclined. 
to carry on the work; and farni(hed matter 
abundantly enough to animate them to the, 
purfuit. He has, indeed, hereby opened a< 
way of pailing from optics to an entire fyfleoi 
ofphyfics; and, if we look upon his queries^-. 
as containing the hiilory of a great man's firfl. 
thoughts, even in that view they muft be en-: 
tertaining and curious, 

. He was very anxious that his true meanings 
in them fhould be rightly underftood ; which 
was, to furnifli fufiicient motives for making 
farther, enquiries } but, "in the meaQ time, not 
to determine any thing : and, when Dr. 
Inend publiflied his Leisures in Chymiftry, a 
Uw years after, in explaining the phsenomena, 
<;f chymical experiments, aflumed the attrac- 
tion for a principle, which in the queries was. 
Qply ilarted as a conjecture, our author com<- 
plained of it as an injury done to him. Upon 
the fame account it was, that in the advertife- 
ment prefived to the Optics, he exprefTed a de- 
fire that his book might not be trahfiated intfli 
.Latin without his confent; and, when Dr. 
t^larke, who, to prevent others, immediately; 
aK^d^itooi; it), with his approbation;^ prefente.4 

th.e 
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tlie manafcript to him, finding herein his fenfe 
accai-ately exprefied in elegant language, he 
was fo much pleafed withit, that he gave him 
500 1. or tool, for each of his children. 

Dr. Clarke's tranflation was printed at Lon- 
don, in 1706, 4to, and our author printing a 
iecond edition of this book, with improvc- 
mentSy there, in lyiS, 8vo, the fecond edi- 
tion of Dr. Clarke's tranflation was likewife 
pobHOied in 17 19, 4:0. Mr. Peter Code tranf- 
latedit into French from the fecond edition. 

The firft edition of the Optics was accom^ 
panied with his Quadrature of Curves by his 
new analysis ; to which he fubjoined. An Enu*. 
meration of the Lines of thi Third Order : 
toth contained under the following title, 
Tra^atus duo de Speciebas & Magnitudinr 
Figararum Curvilinearum. This was the £r(L 
appearance in print of hi« Method of Fluxions*' 
It was apparently done upon the plan of his 
original intention in 1671, as has been men-* 
tioned. He declined to publiih it then on ac- 
count of a controverfy, and it unluckily proved 
the occaiion of drawing him into another now. 

Tn 170$, queen Anne, in condderation of 
kis extraordinary merit, conferred the honour 
cf knighthood upon him. 

In 1707, Mr. Whiilon, by oar author's* 
pcjfmifiion, ^ublifhed his Algebraical Le^iures 
under this title : Arithmetica Univerfalis, five 
de Compofitione Ss Relblatipne Arithmeticae 
Liber ; and it was put into £figlilh by Mr. 
Kaiphfon from this edidon, 

C s Sir 
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Sir lAtac printed a fecond editiot), wkh tin- 
provementSy under the care of Mr. Macbiii*. 
profeilbi' of aftronomy at Gre&am-Goldege, and. 
fecretacy to the royal- fociety. 

This work was another fpecimen of the vaft; 
depth of our author's genius. Dm, Penrbertohi 
tells m; that he called this treatife by the aame. 
of Univcrfal Arithmetic^ in oppofition to the 
injudicious title of Geometry, which Des 
Cartes had given to the treatife ; wherein, he- 
(hews how the geometer may affift his in^en* 
Uon by fuch kind of computations. 

Mr. s'Gravefande obferves, that the shh&i 
mathematicians of the lail age did not difdain. 
to write «otes on theGeomexry of Des Cartes ;- 
*f and furcly," continues he^ *^SifIfaacNieV0t^ 
ton's Arithmetic no lefs deierves that honDiirx: 
and, to excite fonnf fkilful hands to widertakd 
that work». as well as to. iliew the neceflity o€ 
iCy hC' gave a fpecimen in the explication of 
two pa^gesy. which, .however^ are not 'th^ 
moil difficult in that book. Accordittgly* 
Mr. Maclaurin dying in the year 1745^ ^^^^ ^ 
treatife whkh W9s defigned for a commemary 
iipon it; 

In 171 u >QCf author's Analjfis per Qaanti^ 
tatum Series, Flu^iones & Difierentias cuim 
Enumeradoae Eincarum Tertii Ordihis, was 
publlfhed at London, in 4t09 by Wiliaam 
' jpncs, efq. F. R. S«. who met with a copy of 
ibe^firii'o^ tfasefe .pieces among the^aper^ of 
Mr* John. Q|iiBbs^ to wfaom, 'as alreiidy nsen^ 

.. ' . tioai^ 
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tionedt it had been communicated by Dr.Bar- 
rpw in. iJ56g, Bat the invemion of approxi- 
liating per differentias> or the method of draw- 
ing a geometrical curve of the parabolic kind 
-through, any oumber of points, though fo^nd 
out by ocu aijuhor long before, and reckoned 
by himielf to be one of his larefl difcoveries, 
yet had not been. coixxAiumcated by hii» till 
this time. 

. The publication of this book was occafloned* 
by the dilute abouL the invention of the me-« 
tnod of nuxions, which likewise gave birth 
to the following work, that was undertaken 
by the conient of Sir Ifaac, and printed the 
next year at London, in 410^ cojataining a coU 
lib£kion pffeveral letters by Sir I^c anoothers, 
ijai relation to that concroverfy, under this title; ? 
Cominercium Epiildicum D, Joh^nnis Col- 
lins Sc aliorum, de Anatyis prooioti, juiHt Sa> 
cietatis Regis in lucem editum. 
\ In 17 14> Mr. Honipbrey. Ditton and Mr,. 
"Wiiliant Whilion^ havi^ig propofed and pub- 
lilhed, anew method of diiboversng tlielougi«» 
tude. at fea by flgnals, it was laid before the 
^ouTe of conunons to procure their, encoorage^ 
ment: upon which a xoou&ittee wa»ap^nted 
to tak& 'the matter into confideiauoii ^ whoai 
lending to- Sir Ii^a« NewtoA for his oginipiif^ 
bq immediately drew up-.tiae follow iag paper^ 
which was delivered to the cooinuttee on th* 
iecOTid of June^ ^ » ; - 

* Co- ♦' For 
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For determining the Longitude* at (eaf* 
there have been feveral projeds, tr ae in theor3r 
but difficult to execute. 

** I. One is by a watch to keep tSme cxaft- 
ly ; but, by reafon of the motion of a ' (hipr 
the variation of heat and cold, wet or drjv 
atid the difftrence^of gravity in di€erent latu-' 
tudes, fuch a watch hath not yet been made. 

** II. Another is by the ecHpfes of Jupiter's 
Atsllitcs ; btrt, by reafon of the length of te- 
lefcope; nece/Tary to obferve thenr, and the |no» 
tibn of a fhip at iea, thofe eclipies cannot yet 
lie there ebierved. 

** IIL A third iSy by the place of the moon j 
but her theory is not yet exad enough fbr that 
purpoife ; it is exa^ enough to determine the 
tengitude within two or three degrees^ bet not 
t^^ithin a degree, 

*< IV. A fourth is Mr, Ktton^s projeftj' 
and this h rather for keeping an acconnt of the 
Longitude at fea, than for finding it if at any 
time 'it Ihoeild be lof^, as it may eaiify be in 
'dondy weather. How far this is pra^icable^ 
and with what charge, they that are ikilled iti' 
^a-affflfrs are' beft able to judge. In faiiing; 
1»y this method, when ever they are to pals 
over veiTy deep feas, they muH fai! doe eaft or 
wed ; they mud firfl fail into the latitude of 
^e next place to whidi they are going beyond 
it, and then keep dtte eaft or weft dti they come 
ht thut ptaie# 
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*^ ta tke three £rft ways there maft be a . 
^atch regoiated by a fpring» and re^ified 
every vkible ^un-riie tnd fitn-iet, tQ tdl the 
hoar of the day or night. In the fbwth way» 
fdch a watch is tiot necefiary. In the firH way 
there ^iilt be two watches, this and the other 
above-mentioned. ]n any of the three firft 
ways it may be of iervice to find the Lon|i« 
tude within a degree, and of much more &v- 
vice to imd it within forty minntea, or half a 
degree if it may ; and thefuccefs may defer ve 
rewards accordingly. 

** In the fourth way, it is eafier to enable* 
feamen to know their didance and bearing froift 
eke fiiore,' forty ^ fixty, or eighty miles of, 
duui to'€n)A the feas ;,and fonae part of the 
reward may be given, when the nrid is per- 
fornriedon the coaft of Great-Britain, for th« 
&fety of fiiips coming home; and the reft when 
feaiQien {hall be enabled to (kil to an affigned 
fteote harbour without ioiing their LoDgi<rf 
tode, if it may be.'^ 

Upon this o^nion the hoiife of commont 
threw aiide the petition.- 

•In-iyi^, Mr. Leibnitz intending to bring* 
the world more eafily into a belief, that Sir 
Kaachakd taken the method of fluxions from 
lits difiereotial method ; thought to foil his 
mathematical &ilt by the fiittoos pr^lem of 
the traji^Qries, which he tfaer^ore piopofed 
to the Engliih by way of challenge Bnt th« 
fetiKioD of thisi though ir was the noft diffi« 

Cttlt 
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cult j^ropo&tioa his aiit^jtw^ could Awk of, 
afc«r a grefude^lof dody, and, indeed* oiigkt 
pft& for a cx)nfidef able pfu-fbrinance in anodi^^ 
yet was ic hardly any more than an amukiokejH 
to Sir Ifaac. He recdvfld the proUem at four 
o'clock in the evenine, aa he was retanuag 
from the Mifit; aad^ uiovgh he was extfeaiely 
fatigued with buiiaefs, j^et he fiiii(ked< fibe fti- 
Jtttioa ot it before he went to bed, 

r An Mf.. JLeibnitz wa» privy-comkieilor of 
j«IUce to the eledor of Hanover, whea that 
prince was raifed to the.3r3ti(h throse. Sir 
lAiic caoK to bf taken |»af ticuiar .nodce of at 
ooitft ; and it was for the imnedjAte fatkraco 
tion of king Qe<Kge I- that he was i^Fevaikck 
with to ptit the 1#1V hand to the di^ie. aboob 
the inyenfiioii of fiu^uoos. 
« In. tbis coart^ the pyiaeefe o£ Wales^ aftetv. 
wards q^en-tooaibrt tab is lata.majt-ftjir hkigr 
George 11. happened to have; a cttrioilty, 
whkh led he;r fiai:tic;ukrl5r tojook it>to philofo^ 
phical enquiries. No foon^fi, the^efoiie, v^asr 
flte informed of our author^s firmnefs to the 
koofecif Hapover^.tb^a fiid oa^ged hM^cOn- 
verfation, which prefpntly endeared hij« t6^ 
her. H«re ihe foiHid, i^n every diiHcaky, tbat 
£iiil £i:tisfa^ion ^hich ihe hui uk vain faugJA 
§ar eiiewhere; atid^ her high»«i« wa£ ofun 
heard • 'to declaee ini QobUc, that j(he thougbc 
htvMi haffy iiK $Qmifi% into the world at o 
JHttdhottio^ . tima whkb .poll it ia bar power to 

;0AVBi6 wilh hiiau 
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. -Amongil 6tber tkiiigs, Sir IAmc odei daiyae- 
qaaititfid htr higlBiat^ with bis thtiMigilts apoii 

to ^er wbat-be had formerly vt^^Mc purely fof 
lus own AiBttleiDent upon that Aibjed. Btm tbe 
plan appeared to be ib tmexped«dly ne^ and 
ingenioes, that ibe could not befaiH«&d<till ii«t 
pyodiHed b«tr ,to<ximple8ft a work.flkt fooiHi^ib 
bapptly bcgaR. 

: Not long^ a&er» about tbe year »7i8» thc^ 
pnoeefs begged die might bave.a copy eftjiei^: 
papers. Sir Ifaac fepreibnted to her big;hue(s. 
that they lay very coofu&tl ; Md, bcAdiB^ 
#haf lie bad writien therein was laipeHod ; 
lmt»' in a few day9, he could draw* itpt on ob^ 
^tmSt tfaoreoff H*- u mtght be kept'&toet..' 
Sdmo tiflie ater be bad donet thb and ptot* 
felted- btf Ae defired .^aft Si|:nior Cootj^ a 
Veoetianroe^lemoD^ theo kt Engkod^f ntigbt 
bsve* a. oopy of k • TKia was. a requei^ wbseb 
CDold not be dented, efpedally as theceftdmea 
of fecrefy waa readily ptomiinL 
\ .NoifewitfaftaAdui^ this prennisi^ the abibe^ 
who, dilrittg bisrflay.mv Engilattdv hadralwayi 
jAifted:li»^(hern»apar^exibrfneDd&q> for^ir 
I&ac>.iiefeoner goicrofe tfaeiw«terii!CO>Fraiiee 
hvtt he^difperied «opieaof it ; got sst vmqvtsaeyt 
tO( tranflatertt intti Freneh-; and» moeeover^ to 
wfke.a todfuiatiotr. of itLi Tkk wsm printssd at 
Mm. ia ijfZ^ ; after' wbidn a copy of tbe 
tomAs^tjoat ooly7» whbooit). tbe reworks,- omler 
As title>j AbeegQ:.:de.Chtiaiidlog«o det M«ie 

Cbevaliec 
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Chevriier Newton, fidt pftr-4ai mefmt Sc tki- 
dyit fur le niantticripc Anglois, was delivered,* 
as a prefent, from the bookfeller that printed 
it to our a!ithor» io order to obtain his cooitcit 
to the publication; which, though exprefly 
denied by hiin» yet the whole was poblifliea 
not 'long after in the faoae year; 

Upon tluisy SiY Ifaae {iablvdied, in tbe Phi<^ 

ioibphical Tranfadtions, No. 3^» vol. xxjdif» 
p. 315. Remarks fipon the Obfervations made 
upon a Chronological Index of Sir Ifaac New*: 

. ton, tranfiated into French by the ubferrator, 
and pobliflied a| Paris. 

V Some {ffivf years before this, in the eighdeth 
y^r of his i^e,- our author was feized wxthVin 

' incontinence tti urinev thought so prox^eed^ 
firom the ftoiie in the bladder, and judged to^ 
be incurable : however, by the hc%> of a lbi6i; 
regimen, and other precsiations, which till then 
he never had occafion for, he procured great 
intervals of. eafe during the five remaining 
years of his life ; yet he was not free froB& 
^ofsat ievefe paroxyfms, which even occaiioaed 
large drops of fweat toTun down his face. 
\ In theie drdrmftances, he never was feeata 
u^r the leaft complaint, n6r exprefs the lead 
impatience ; and, as foon as he had a moment'^ 
cafe, he would fmile and talk with his ufual 
ckearfulneft. Till this time he had alwavs 
read and writ fevecal hours in a day,, but be 
was now obliged to rely upon Mr. Condt^ for 
the' di&harge of hisofice in thc' Mint* . 

On 
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On Satttfdaj morniBg, March 18, 1726*7, 
lie read the new8-papers» and diicourfed a long 
time with Dr» Mead» his phyfician, having 
then the perfe£l uie of all his fenfes and his un- 
derftandiog; hot that night he entirely loft 
theni all ; and not recovering them after, he 
died on the Monday following, which was the 
twentieth of March, in the eighty-fifth year of 
hisa^re. 

His body lay in ftate in the Jerafa]eni*cham« 
ber, and, on the twenty- eighth of March, 
was conveyed iiato Weftminftcr- abbey, the 
lord- chancellor, the dukes of Montrole and 
Roxburgh, and the earls of Pembroke, Suiex, 
and Macclesfield holding up the pall. The 
corpfe was interred jaft at the entrance into the 
choir, on the left hand, where a rich mona- 
snent is,ere£led to his memory, with a foitable 
inlcription upon it, which well deferves a 
place here, and is as follows : 

*i. S. E, 

Ifaacus Newcon, Eqaes Aqratits^ 

Qai animi vi.prope divine 

PUnetarum motas, figaras, 

Com^arnm femitas, Oceaniqne iEflus, 

Sua mathefi facem praeferente. 

Primus demonilravit. 

R^adibltim lucis dilTimiHtudtnes, 

Colorum(]^ttC indsnaicentiam proprietates, 

Quas ^eaoanteavel fufpicatus erar^prevefttga- 

vit. 

Natursc 
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. Naturae, Amiqaitfttiiiy Si..S€iipturae9 
Scdulus, fagax, fidus interpresy 
Dei Qpt. Max. majeilatexs phiiorophi^af&raitr 
Evaogelii funpUcijEatefn i]]o«ibv»«xpr«ffit. 

. ' -• 

Sibi gratulentttr mortales* tale tantumqac.exi- 
tiflc 

HUMANI GENERIS DECUS. 
NatiM XXV. Decemb- MDCXLII- Obiit. xx» 
, Mawh, MDCCXXVI. 

. As to his perfon, he was of a mtddling fta- 
ttire, and fooiewhat inclined to be fat in the 
latt^ part of his life. His countenaoce was 
pleafing and venerable at the fame time, efpe- 
daily when he took offhis peruke, and (hewed 
his. white hair, which was pretty thick. He 
lp& but. one tooth, and never made ufe of {fec« 
tSLclcs. during his whole life ; which,, perhaps^ 
liiight be the ground fcv Mr. Fontenetie's lay- 
ing, in a kind of panegyric, that he had a very 
lively and piercing eye. For bifliop Atter- 
bury, who ieein& to haveobferved it more cri- 
tically, afTures o^, that, 

*< This did not belong to hmt at leaHnot 
for twenty years pa(l, aboat which time," fays 
the bi(hop, " I becasiie acquainled with him. 
Indeed, in the whole air of his faccand make, 
there was nothing of that peaetraftii^ f^^acity 
which appears in his compo£tions. ^ he had 
ibmething rather languid in his look and man* 

ner. 



fSAAC NEWTON. 43 

ifi thole Wiho'did not kiiow Jbkim»" 

In viewing the charader of his geoiiis** we 
ijSQfi: torn to the nature of his invendqos, and 
the maanef in which he opened bis way to 
them. Of thete we have given an account at 
tfie feveral (lages of his lite when. the difco^ 
i^eiies were made^ hy him. . Th^ niark that 
ieems moll of all to diftingui^ it is this» That 
he bimfelf was the trtieil ji^g^, at:d made the 
}afteii efti^iAion of it. 

One day, when one of his friends bad- (aid 
Ibme hand(brae things of his extraordinary ta« 
hentSy Sir Ifaac, in an eafy and una6Fe^ed way 
afiitfed him«'that» fof his own part, he waa 
feniihIejL ^ftt» whaiever he had done worth 
notka, was owing to a patience of thought, 
rather than any extraordinary (agacity which 
he was endowed with ahove other men. *^ I 
keep the fobje^ conftantly before, and wait t^il 
the 6rft dawnlngs open fiowty, by little and 
little, ioto a full and clear light." And 
hence we are able to ^ive* a very nataral ac« 
<:aoBt of that an«fual kind of horror which he 
had for a^l difpates opon thefe points ;^ a 
fleady, oobfoken attention was his peculiar. 
felieity; he kjMwil, and he knew the value 
of it. 

In fuch at fituatipft of mind, controirserfy 

'^St needs be looked upon as his bane. How* 

p h^ war dt a great diflance from being: 

^ in. philosophy: ,<Hi the contrary, he 

could 
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coold lay aiSde Ms tfaoaghts, though en|;a|;e<} 
in the moH intricate Tefearches, when his ather 
affairs required his attendance ; and, as foon 
as he had leBure, refunae the fubjedl at the ' 
point where he left off: This he fbems to 
have done, not (o much by any extraordinary 
firengthof memory, as by the force of his in-* . 
Tentive faculty, to which every thing opened 
itfelf again with eafe, if nothing intenrened to' 
rufile him. , 

The readine^ of his invention made Kim 
not think of patting his memory much to the: 
trial i bat this was the ofi^»pring of a vigorous 
intenfenefs of thought, out of which he was 
but a common man. He fpent, therefore, the 
prime of bis age in theie abftruie reiearches, 
when his (ituation in a college gave him lei«- 
rure,*and even while Uttdy was his proper pro* 
feflion : but, as foon as be was removed to 
the Mint, he applied himfelf chiefly to the 
bufineG of that office ; and (o far quitted ma- 
thematics and philofophy, as not to engage in' 
any new purfuits of either kind afterwards. 

Dr. Pemberton tells us, that he found Sir 
Ifaac had read fewer of the modern mathema- 
ticians than one could have expe^ed ; but his 
own prodigious invention readily fupplied him 
with what he might have occafion for in any 
fubjeft he undertook. He often cenfured the 
handling- geometrical' fubje^s by algebraic cal- 
culations ; and frequently praifed ^lufius, Bar- 
row, and Huygens, for not being influenced 
by the bad'taite whi^Jh then began to prevails 
' He 
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He u&i to Goxnmead the laadable attempt of 
Hago de Omeriqae,- to redore the anttpnt ana- 
lyfisy and very much efteemed ApdloniiM^s 
book De Se£tk»e Rationis, for giving us a 
clearer notion of that analyfia than we had be- 
fore. He particolarly recommended Huy« v: 
gens's dile and manner, as being, he thought^ 
the mod elegant of any raatHematical writer of 
modem times^ and^the moft jaft imitator of the 
antients ; of whofe tafte and fbrmof demonllra<> 
tion Sir liaac always profefied himfelf a great 
admirer. 

Dn Pemberton likewife obferves, that his 
memory, indeed,, was much decayed in the 
lail years of his life ; yet the common dif- 
courfCf that he did not then underhand his 
own woiks» was entirely ground lefs. 7his 
opinion might perhaps arife from his not be* 
ing always ready to fpeak on thele fabjeds 
when ii might be expe^ed he fhould. But this 
the dodtor imputes to an abience commonly 
Teen in grea^t geniufes. • 

<* Inventors," fays he, ^^ feem to treafiire op 
in their minds what they have found out, after 
another manner than thoie do the fame things 
wbo have not this inventive faculty. The 
former, when they have occaiion to produce 
their knowledge, are obliged, in fome mea- 
fare, immediately to inveftigate part of what 
they want; for this, as they are not equally 
fie at all times^ fo it has often happened, that 
fuch as retain things chiefly by means of a 

wcry 
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'very^rofig nemery^ have appeared off htntf 
more expert than -even the dUcorerers them- 
felves." 

Add to this, what, m regard to lhi£l tnitli^ 
mutt not be 'TappreflTed, that the beliavioar of 
Mr. Leibnitz particularly, as well as of the 
Abbe Conti, not to meAtion fome others, 
had given that caution which was innate to 

'him fuch a refcrve, as,feenied to border tipoti 
the fefpiciotty. However, this rcferre, no 
doubt, was at feme of thefe times the genaine 

-effed of his native cjodcfty ; wliicb, in paffin^ 
to contemplate the chara^er of his mind, ap- 
pears to (land foremod in his compofition, and 
was, in truth, greater than can eafily be im^ 
^ncd, or will be readily believed ^ yet it al- 
ways continoedfo, withotrt any alteration, tbd* 
the whole world, fey s Mr. de Fontenellef, cott- 
ipired againft it. 

Irf his difpnte with Mr. L-^bnitz, he evea 
ihewed a great meeknefs of difpofition ; how- 
ever, he was very far ffom being infeniible, 

*both of the injarious prefamption and mean 
chicanery of his envious competitor; and' un- 
doubtedly took the beft method of foiling hinu 

'i)y refufing to feed his vanity with a verbal 
conteft, but fubdoing his infolence with in- 

-fiexible fa€t*. 

When he was twenty-fcven years of age, ire 

wrote a letter to a yocmg gcnneman^ who wstt 
entering upon his travels ; whwe, in giving 

^Ules for Ms friend's condnA; he ha^ tn fcmre 

\ • meafure 
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neafoie dtffcrlbed kis own. This yonng gei(* 
tkman was Fi-ftncis Afton, efq. and the mt^ 
lie lent 'him "WAS ds ibllews. 



** Tiinky-ccllege, CambridgCi 

**" Since inyoor letter yon gi?e me fo^mich 
Jsberty of fending my jodgment about what 
fnay be to your advantage intravcllmg, I (hall 
do it more freely thiui perhs^3 0tberwife would 
have beeo decent. Fizft, then, I will lay 
down fome genecal rules ; moft of which, I 
^belicve^ , you have coniidercd. already ; but, if 
any of them be new to yon» they may excule 
theieft; if noQe at ail, yet is my puniQiment 
aoxe in writing than yam-s in reading* 

*' When yoa come into any freih company, 

<^ J. Obferve their humonrs« 

** II. Secondly, fuit your own caniage 
thtereto ; by which infiosation you will make 
their con«erfe more free and open. 

** IIL liet yonr difcoaife be more in querif a 
and doubtingSy than peremptory ji^erdoas or 
difpi^gs; it being Jnnch tih^ defign of tra- 
vellers tt> Iearn». not to teach*. Be^det, it 
ivUi^icrruade yonr acquaintance, chat you baire 
:die greater e&ecm of them, and fo make them 
4Rore ready to commnnicate vi^at they knofv 
;lo you I wheieasy sodiiug fboner OQcafioas 

dif^ 
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^ifrefped and quarrels than perem|it<moefiu 
You will find litde or no advantage in f«em« 
ing wifer, or much more ignorant, than your 
company. 

<' . IV. Seldom difcommend any things 
though never fo bad ;' or dot it bat mode* 
rately» leaft you .bee unexpectedly forced to an 
unhandfom retradion. It is {^er to commend 
any thing more than it deferves, than to dif* 
^ootmend a thing fo much as it deferves : for 
commendations meet not foe often with oppo« 
iitioDs, or at leaft are not ufually fo ill refented 
by men that think other wife, as difccmmenda- 
lions ^ and you will infinuate into mens favour 
by nothing fooner than feeming to approve 
and commend what they like ^ but beware of 
doing it by a comparifon. 
* " V. If you bee affronted, it is better, in 
a forraine country, to p.afs it .by in iiience, and 
with a jeit, tho' with fome diihonour, than to 
endeavour revenge ; for, in the firilcafe, your 
credit's ne'er the worfe, when you return into 
England, or come into other company, that 
.have not heard of the quarrell. But, in the 
fecond cafe, you may beare the marks of the 
quarrell while you live, if you outlive it at al). 
•But, if you ifind yonrielf unavoidably en- 
gaged, ^tis beft, I think, if you can command 
your paffion and l^anguage, to keep them 
pretty eavenly, at fome certain moderate 
pitch, not much hightning them to exafperate 
your adverfary, or provoke his friends, nor 
letting them grow over much dfje&ed, to 
. « make 



n^kekamW^^ ^^tt^wDfti, if YOU am ktep 
reaibn above paffion, that iatitl wa«chfilliivl4 
wlH'hee yetfr^biftd^fendttits. To vi^ieh pur- 
p^fe7mi-fwajr«<Jfhii6er, th«t, th©' Aicli excufes 
^s'difs, 'fie«prof6kt mee fowiweh, 'T could 
bOt HtJi^^r,* may ^pa6 ■ sfmeng 'Iriends, yet 
smmngift *flfawget-s 'thty-^c ki^nkicanty ani 

enlyttrgtle'ft tfatvelter'^ weak«e(&. 

* • . . . 

• ^t TdHkdfe'I'toayadatforac general headB 
«fbr mcfotrys tor ^^nrations, (nth as at' pre* 
£mti €»n tlrink en. j^s^' 

* * * • - « 

*• I. To obferve' Aie 'ydlicjrs, "wcahh, and 
■ftj W fci aBiiryttfMwtkms, 'ib- Eir as -a ifelitary tra^ 
velkr may conveniently doe. 

j>eople, trade, or commoditys, that are re- 

'•« lir. 1[^eii»* )a^«rs wnld euftoi»6, ffaow ftr 
they Hrfferfroln ours^ 

• t €t JV.'Thcxrtrtfics anfl Hetty \^h«i-ein ih^ 
^atcdl , 'OT (Hwi^'ffiCH't* of OS in ^ft glandT 

*« V. Such forti^ctiftions fis ^you-^eet wiihy 
their faihion> ftren^th, and adyanta0;e, or de* 
•^ncie ; 'krfdi ^^tvMiYi iRilitary Aliairs Ware 
»t<o*ifiderail>fe. • ; • ) 

, €A.^sn. l^efdtgftf kna*refpea^felonging'io 
•theirde^gri^es^OT hol/ility, ;orniagilVr»cy. 

'" VU. It tWihftot^bc time^mffpent tomaJre 
'tt c^takpgtie^f (Sre'mmies and 'e^aiBenisys <»f 
^lofeinen ^t-ftre *mdft;^vwfe, »le«rn«edi <lr 
*€ffee«ed^rtJa?fl3r*i»tion; "- • " - 

•Vol. XI. D '* YIU, ' 



go BRITISH PLUTARCH, 

** VIII, OUerv^ the mechaaifme and qm* 
•n^r of guiding fhips. 

<* Obierve the.^rodttd& of nature in ievc;ral 
places, efpecially in miae5» with the circum* 
fiances of mining, and of extra6king metals^ 
or minerals, oat of their oare, and of refining 
them ; and, if you m«et with any tranfmuta- 
tions out of .liieir owii fpecies into another 
(as out of it on into copper, out of an^ toe* 
tall into quickfil¥er, out of one fait into aiio- 
iber, or into an infipid body, &c.) thofe, 
above all, will t>e worth your noting, beini; 
the moil luciferout, and many times luciferoua 
Experiments too in phUofophy. 

** X. The prices of diet and other. thinga«> 
And, 

*' XL The ilaple commodity of places.* 

" Thefe • generals, fuch at prefent as I 
«buld think of, if th^ will ferve for nothing 
elfe, yet they may afitft you in drawing up a 
snodell to regulate your travells by., As for 
particulars, thefe that follow aie all that 1 
now can think of: viz.. 

• » 

/< I. Whether, atSemnitinm^ m Hungary, 

(where there are niinesof gold, copper, iron^ 

vitriol, antimony, te.) they change iron into 

copper by diffolviiig it in a ^itriolate water, 

which they find in cavitys of rocks in .th^ 

the mines, and then melting the ilimy folu* 

tion in a ftrong fire, which in the cooling 

Droves copper. The like is f«id to be done in 

; , • other 
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«tker places, which I cannot now remember » 
perhaps too it may be done in Italy ; for, 
about twenty or thirty years agone, there was 
a certain vitrioll came from thence, called 
Roman vitrioll, but of a nobler virtue thait 
that which is now called by that name; which 
vitrioll is not now to be gotten, becaufe, per- 
haps, they make a greater gain by fome fuch 
tri(;k as turniog iron into copper with it, than 
by felling it, 

** II. Whether, in Hungary, Sclavonia, 
Bohemia; near the town of Flia, or 'at th« 
moantains of Bohemia, near Silefia, there bee 
Hirers whofe waters are impregnated with gold ; 
perhaps, the gold being dHTolved. by fotpefor'^ 
roiive waters, like aqua regis, atid the /blu- 
tion carried along with the llreame that rans 
throogh the mines. And, Whether the prac- 
tife of laying mercury in the rivers till it be 
tinged with gold, and then ftraining the mer- 
cury through leather that the gold may ftay 
behind, be a fecret yet, or openly pra^lifed. ' 

** HI. There is newly contrived in Hoi- 
land, a mill to grind glaifTes plane withall, anci 
I think polifhing them too; perhaps it will be 
worth while to ice it, ' 

«* IV. There is in Holland, one—. Borry, 
-who fome years fince was imprifoned by the 
' pof^e, in order tb have extorted from him Ye- 
crets, as I am told» of great worth, both is 
to medicine and pr^lit ; but he efcaped into 
Holland, wbere they uf Dally granted him a 
guard. I think he ufually goes cloatbed in 

V 2 ^ gieen. 
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grieen, Pray inquire w^a ;0,i can of Iiim, 
'and Whether his ingenu'i} be ?n> profit th Afe 
, Dutch. .You may infoim y<:Uikr, whetlier 
'the l)i/tch have any tricks to keep their fliips 
from being all worm eaten in their voyages to 
the Indies. Whether pendulum clocks do any 
"fcrvice in finding but trie lOngitude, 'Sec, 

" T'am weary, and I uiaHliot flay to pa>t 
with a long compligieDt, only Iwim you a 
'j^ood journey 9 and Gb^ Be witli you. 

''K fJewtdn. . 

-f*_?rayiet us hear from you tfi your tra veil*, 
I have given your two books to Dr. Ar- 
rowfoiith.^' 

tie never talked either of himfelforb'thers, 
"nor ever behaved in fuch a rii'ahner, "as to give 
•*he inoft inaKcibus icerifurers the 3caft c)Cca(ion 
even tQ Tufpeil nini of Vamty . j.fle was can- 
did and affable, laird always put himfcff upon 
,^a level with his compatiy, He never thouglit 
>itKer his trieritor repufeition'Tufficient tb]ex- 
cufe him from ai^y of the cbinmon oifices of 
Yocial life. Nb 'ilrig^^a^lties, eitlier natural 
or 'a^^ed, diJiinguiOied him from other 
incn. 

^ Tlhough^ lie wv jSr'mfjr attached to 'flie 

church of Ehjglahdy te was Werfc to t^c 

peir fecu tion of the hdnconfbrmiii^. He j Udg^d 

"•r men by their naHner s; iiid the^tru'e fchtf- 

matics. 
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^e ^if k^d. N6t that h^ wnfini^d bis pr'mcr-^ 

perfi^^ded of th^ ttufli'o^ rj?yda,<ibn( ;^ria^ 
amidft i\e ^r?at Variiity of bipoks ^^ich hc^ 
iiad co^fently t?^fo{e Jiim> that which hc^ 
jdudie^' with the gEeat^fi apj^licktigi^' ^as' ^h^ 

. H^ dWiipt ^e^lcath^ ?Plp9rt»Ws of do. 
ing gOQd* whj^ch thfe r^vjEinu^s of h}s pairimo- 
xky, ^nd a prJ34ta^9 employ men ti ia>jprove<^ 
ty a ijtu^ea^ qejjO^mj},' pi]t Ui^ his powcr^ 
t^hei\ decency.'ypbn any oc^afiojd required ex- 
pence and mew, h^ w,a^ xpa^nincept with.ouy 
^Q^l^g it« aijd w^h a very good grace. At 
othertiofe*, that pomp/ which 'ieeips ^rekt to 
Jow minds only,, was utterly retrenched, ana 
^e e«pen€c^rQfet«e4 fofbettef ufe?. 
. '"H^ nsTS^r mame^, and, perhaps, he ne.vcf 
Mad le^fure tQ think ofiti Being iromeried in 

|n.3 aft^fy^^^s'eng^ged'fn a^a employH[»ei\t o^ 

aioa, he was not fenUble of apy vacancy ip \\te, 

Haor of th.e want pf a companion 2lX uome.— 
e left two and thirty tpQufand ppunds at his 
eath, but made no wiH ; wn^ch Mk- Fqnte- 
HeJle tells us vvjs, l^5caji^ hjp thoqihta legacy- 
was no. gift. * " ^ ' '. 

^fier Sir. Ifa^c'^ d^th, tl^ere yvtt^ huni 
^monghU paDers feyerardifco'ttrfesBDon the 
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ftbJcAb of Antiqaicy, Hiftory, Divinity, Chy-. 
jRuury, and Mathematics.— -—Some of theie 
have been publifted ■ Befides diofc a!-- 

iVady nxeudoned, in 1727, there appeared a 
table of theaiTays of foreign coins, drawn up 
by him, and pubiiilied at the end of Dr, Ar* 
buthnot*s book on that fubje^l. And the next 
year came abroad his Chronology, under this 
title: Ihe Chronology of Antiem Kingdoms 
amended : to which is prefixed a Short Chro* 
J)iclt» from the firft Memory of Things in fiu^* 
/ope, to the Conqueft of Perfia by Alexander 
the G reat. By Sir Ifaac Newton. Dedicated 
to the Queen by Mr. Conduit. 

la the AdvertiTemeut to this work, we an 
told. That, 

** Though tiie Cfaronclogy of Antient 
iLingdoms amended Was writ b]r*tht authoi; 
tnany years fince, yet he lately revifed it, and 
%iB a£lually preparing it for the prefs at the 
tiii^e of his death. But the Short Chronicle 
was never intended to be made public, audi 
ihcfiefore was not (b lately corie^ed'by him. 
To this the reader mufl impute it, if he (Halt 
"fiijd aiiy places where the Short Chronicle does 
not accaiately agree with the dates afligiied ia 
the larger piece, 

'^ ••Ihe &xth chapter was not cop'ed out 
ji^iihtlie other Eye, which mukt^s it doubtful 
whether He intended to print it ; but beir.g 
found .among his papers, and evidently appear* 
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iilg to be a condnaation of the &me work^ ancf 
«• iach abridged in the Short Chronicle, ic 
was thought proper to be added.'' 

Sir I&ac» fpeakiog of this work, in 172 ;» 
hys, when he lived at Cambiidge, he ufed 
(bmettmes to refreih his memory with Hiftor/ . 
and Chronology for a while, when he was 
weary of other ftudies. Neverthele&, there ii 
^ifplayed in this work, the fame creative ge- 
nius, if we may be allowed the exprefTibn; 
which informed his 'other refearchcs. Ac- 
euftomed to unravel chaoies, he has thrown 
light into the dark and fabulous aees of anti- 

3uity, and fixed an Uncertain chronology ; 
kewing'himfelf herein no lefs a matter in cal* 
culating the comparative degrees of moral evi^ 
dence, than he was in applying the abfolote 
force of mathematical demonftration. The 
chain of his^ argument is unavoidably fometim^a 
lb kmg, that even tolerable good capacities, 
in attempting to follow ic, have, by dropping 
Ibme of th9 links, lod the connection, and 
theace erroneonily concluded him miftaken. 

In the piece, as we have it uniiniflied, there 
are, perhapl, a very few fmall errors of little 
confequenee, which, however, probably would 
not have efcaped his laft revifaJ. But he eui- 
ployed his care upon the principal part ; ard 
nH two main arguments, from aftronomy and 
the conrfe of nature, will always remain un« 
ihaken monuments of his fupreme abilities 
among the beft judges. AH forts^of reader^* 

D 4 muft 
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noft fioii.a^vety aQroeable eaJtcrtauiia6Rt;'lrem 
bis acc»ttDt of tbftkeatkei^in^ibQ)Qj;;)r,.qf:,tfae 
origin and p«ogre&. of the. aits, ana fciitPQ^s;^ 
and a variety of carious obferVations of fe- 
veral kinds* whid».kehaiiikUrl^Arred ^oogh- 
o^ the: whoJc work. Thegei^flOi}siaDdgQad> 
jiatwcd miiid*. in garMularr nattft n«ea3 b^ 
pleafed to find bm loiUm no ofxpo^tunit^i of 
iD0ilIing thoib pindplea. or virtue amLhAin^* 
my^ woxcliy oy bw condnd; an4 writipgv 
appeal to bav« beeaalwayj up^uno& initio 
b^art. 

He feverely condeBuois ail kind oSotpw^iBm 
and every kindof cruel^. evea to, bi;iue DeaA4 ; 
be in^ukatts meccyt, cbaiit](» aodi tbe uuii* 
fpenCbledjajty of doing goo4« iMiah.tbe.gre;Mt 
warmtb.^ and. ibevts,. £at. ajx ah}varcewe^ of 
idobcuy ajsd perfecAiuoa was one-oC tb^ e^ulkft 
lajws of the dlvina leg]Laal;Qi: ^ Uuu io tb^ 
tbinga GQsiiftfid the. morality of the fiiit* ai^^a* 
the jBrlouuve leUgioi^ h«tb of J^ws^and CbrU> 
tjans ;, and thai, tbi^fe ou^bt to be tbe Handing 
nligion of all -natiow^ tbey htljoM biPth fbf 
. the honour of God and the goodoi fociety* 
. Tbift tx»aufe ini^ likfwiTe oe of ccM;)fiderable 
p/e to tbe divine, 3s It fees the'coDnf^Uon of 
iacred a^d propbaue h>i!ory in a. uew aA4 
cleares light ibaxi belbiei and fuiniibes bim 
ift/Itb many illufiraiu^ns. of feveral text^of fcrip* 
hire not to Ve fojuiid i«. the moA i;ekbrate4 
commentators*, 

After this* there came out bi^ pUervation^ 
oa the Pioj}heeie» of Daniel aftd the Apoca* 



lypic of St, John, Londpn, 173}, 5?»»^o' 
'J'hough this appears to be a very unnnifhed 
piece, yet there are feen fonje firolces in ic 
which diicover the hand of its great ixiaHer. 
Among other things, he ha$ (hewn the exaft 
dufadon pf cHir Sayio9f'§, njiqiftry Qpgn earth, 
iy a Srid demonilption :r— A di^culty y/nich 
Bad ipoc^ed the efforts of the beft wit$ before 

him. 

In i734» Dr. Berkley, btfliop of Clpyne, 
in Irel^inid, ifi a piece uitkled The Analyfly 
attacked his method of Fli^xiops, as being ob<* 
fcur^ and ^.nintelUgible i ^oce the doflriQe of 
inoments, upoQ which it w^s foon<^ed, necef* 
Jarily involved a notion of infioity, wh^^eof we 
^n fo^n) iv> fpippjr^h<?iifilj>]e or adequate idea; 
and therpfore ought tp be excluded from ail 

f'eom^uical <)ij[qiuiiti,ons. This gav^ rife tQ 
^ ppntrpvjprfy, which pcc^fiQned the p,ubiicatioi> 
of our a^tlvoF^s l^ci^o4 of Fluxions and Aua- 
lyfis Jby Innnice §e.ri^e8. 

; Xhjp trej^t^ifc \fmg writt^p 19 Ljatin wa* 
Jrsinuated in,^o .E;iglii5f and jfrinte^ in ^736^ 

}to. with 9. perpetMaJ qommencary b}^ Mr, 
ohp CoI/qiij flnce profeiTprpf niathernatics at 
Cambridge ; wberem, ^pjone oth^r tilings, he 
ia$?rfi<d A P^^fep^e of tbe Method againd the 
pbjeaions of Dr. Bf rfeley. The ^ft, indeed, 
"'as i^t difficult ; Sir Ifa^c was too clear- 
titled not t9 perceive fuch obje^ions, and 
rdv^gly ihad f^ly obyiated the;» Jbcfore, 
1^ fcheJ. toXe^.j* pf his Principia, and 
.2, S. n.^ (9 .nxpch \QXYf f^i/aajqiT 
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qf every intelligent and unprejudiced reader, 
that the great dull which had been raifed about 
the whole of his'doftrine, muil be owing, as 
has been obferved, either to weaknefs or foine 
i^orfe principle. 

' In 1737, there was printed an Englifh 
tranflation of A Latin DiiTertation upon the Sa- 
cred Cubit of the Jews ; written by Sir Ifaac. 
It was found fubjoined to a w^ork of his not 
finiflicd, intituled Lexicon Prophetkum/ 

Laftly, in 1756, there was publiihed, in 
8vo, Four Letters froffi Sir Ifaac Newton id 
Dr. Bentley ; containing fome Arguments ia 
Proof of a Deity. Thefe letters were wrote 
In the year 1692, 

Dr. Bentley had been appointed to preach 
the fir ft courfe of fermons of Mr. Boyle's lec- 
ture ; and being intent to make the befl 
figure he could on that occafion, he applied t6 
our author for the folution of a difficulty 
which he had met with, in an argument urged 
by Lucretius, to prove the eternity of th^ 
world from an hypothefis ©f deriving the frame 
of it, by mechanical principles, from matter 
endued with an innate principle of gravity 
evenly fpread through the heavens. 

The hypothefis being inconfiftent with Sir 

Ifaac'sfyfbem of the world, as laid down and 

jwid demonftrared in the Principia^ had been 

very little confidered by him in this applica* 

'on. However, he eafily fatisfied all the doc- 

tr's queries upon the fubje6l with great clear* 

s(s ; and it may be obferved, that, as Dr. 

Bentley 



ISAAC NEWTON; 59 

Bentley efUbliihed his fame by thefe fermons at 
Boyle's le£lare, fo that happinefs was entirely 
owing to the afiifiance, pablic '^and private^ 
which he received from Sir Ifaac Newton. 
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THE LIFE OF 



George Byng 



GEORGEBYNQ, afterwards lord- vif- 
count Torriagton^ was defcende4 from 
an antient family in the county of Kent. He 
was born in the year 1663^ and« at the age 
of fifteen^ went a volsnteet i«to the royal na« 
vy, ii\ the fervice of Ciiarles IJ. having had 
the king's leaer given him at the recommen* 
datton of the duke of York. 

In 1681, iif>Qn tHe kivitaiion of general 
Kirk, governor of Tangief^ he quitted the fea, 
and^erved as a cadet in the grenadiers of that 
garrifon, till, on a vacancy, which quickly 
happened, the general, who was always his 
warm patron, made him an eniign in his owft 
company, and foon after a lieutenant. 

In 1684, after the demolition of Tangier, 
the earj of Dartmouth, general of the fea and 
land forcft, appointed him lieutenant of the 
Orford; from which time he kept conftantly 
to the iea* fervice $ 'h\k did not throw up hi.* 
commiflton as an officer for feveral year 
after. 

'J 
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la the ye^r 168^$ he went lieqtifnant of his 
Qiajefi^'s (JaQi^s U.} Ihip Phoenix (o the Bail 
Indies ; where engaging and bofirding a Zi- 
gaoian pir#Ue» whg maintained a de^er^te 
ij^t, moft of thofe who ^tered with hjia 
were flain^ htmfelf d^ngerouily woupded, and 
the fix^tK fitkingt hQ W9s taken upwithfcarce 
4ny rexDdintf of fife. 

In the yc9r i$88f heii»g Arft liegtenaot tp 
Sir John Aihhy> in the fle^t commaaded by 
die earl of Dart|no^th» and fitted out to op«F 
po& the defigns pf the prince of Orange, he 
was in a particular manner eotrufied ^nd em- 
ployed in the intrigues then carrying on among 
the mod coniiclerable officers of the fleet, in 
favour of nhat prinee ; and was the perfon en- 
trufted by them to carry their fecret afTurances 
pf obedience to his lughnefs; to whoip be 
was privately introducea at $herbourn> by ad«^ 
miral Roi&U afterward earl of Orford. Ap 
his return J:d the fleet, the earl of Dart^ionth 
fe0t bimj with captain Aylvier and captain 
HaAia^* to caijy a mefiage of fubmiffion tp 
the pnnoe At Wiqdibr, who made him captain 
of the Cpnfiant Warwick^ a fourth rate man of 
war. 

lo 1690, he commanded the Hope, a third 
xate ; and was &c«nd to Sir George Rooke, 
»*- haitk ojf Peachy^ 

he y«ars 1691^ and i69Z».he wascap*. 

,^ ihc Royal Oak, and jerv^d under ad- 

al V^vifffiU commander In chief of the fleet 

m his J3bc;ri0 ^o^icealedZ/iom that ^reai 

• omcr 
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officer, for he diftinguiihcd him in a very re- 
markable manner, by promoting him to the 
rank of his firft^ptair. 

In 1702, a war breaking oat, he accepted 
the command of the NaflTau ; and was at the 
faking and burning the fleet at Vigo. 

In the year 1703, he was made rear-admi- 
ral of the red by^ueen Anne; and ferved ia 
the Mediterranean fleet commanded by Sir 
Cloudefly Shovel ; who detached him x^kh a 
fquadron of five men of \^^ar to Algiers, where 
he renewed the peace with that govern rraent. 
In his return home, he was in' great dang'^r of 
being loft in the gteat ftorm which overtook 
him in the channel. 

In 1704, he ferved in the grand fleet fent 
into the Mediterrane^an, under the comnand 
of Sir Cloudefly Shovel, in fearch of the 
JTrencb fleet ; and it was he who commanded 
the fquadron that attacked and cannonaded 
Gibraltar ; and, by landing the feamen, whoft 
valour was on this occafion remarkably diftin* 

fuifhed, the place capitulated the third day^ 
le was in the battle off Malaga, which foU 
lowed foon after; and, for his behaviour in 
that action, ber majefty conferred on him the 
order of knighthood. " 

Towards the latter end of this year, the 
French having two ftrong fquadrons in the 
■foundings, befides great numbers of priva- 
:eers, which greatly anndyed our trade. Sir 
George Byng failed the latter end of January 
from riymouth, with a fquadron of twelve 

mei^ 
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men of war, and a large fleet of merchantmen ; 
and, after feeing the latter fafely out of the 
Channel, he divided his fo^uadron to fach ad- 
vantage, tl^at he took twelve of their largeft 
privateers, io about two months, together with 
the Thetis, 'a Frcpch man of war of fort^ 
guns, and ieven merchant (hips, mod of theni 
richly laden from the Weft-Indies. This re- 
markable faccefs gave fuch a blow to the 
French privateers, that they rarely ventured 
into the Channel during the remainder of the 
year. 

• In the year 1705, he was made vice-admiral 
of the blue ; and, upon the ele^ion of a new 
parliament, was returned one of the burgeiTes 
for PI /mouth ; which place he conftantly after 
reprefented in^ parliament till he was created a 
peer- 
In the beginning of the year 1797, Sir 
Xjeorge was ordered with a fquadron to Ali* 
cant, with necefiaries for the army in Spain ; 
and accordingly failed on the twentieth of 
March : but, on his arrival off Cape St. Vin- 
cent, he heard the melancholy news of the de- 
feat of oar atmy at the battle of Almanza, un- 
der the command of the earl of Galway, who 
fent to the admiral to acquaint him with the 
diilrefs he was in ; and defired, that whatever 
he had brought for the nfe of the army might 
be carried to Tortofa in Catalonia ; to which 
place his lordlhip intended to retreat; and, 
that, if poffible, he woald (ave the fick and 
woukded men at Deniai Gandia, and Valen- 
cia: 
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cia ; wber^ i( wa| iiitpnd^ to ^m})^k Pffiry 
thiiiff that cQpU b? gpt tog^thier. 

'rKi9 tbeadinira) perfqrwed; s^i^l* b^vin 
fent the {\^\i a^4 WQimded to Tortofai fin 
\icmg TooD after joined hy Sir Cloude(Iy Sho- 
vel, from L;ny>iif pi'Qceieded pgether to the 
^o^fk of Itall, wUJi a fljBet of fprity-thripe mca 
of waf 9 and fifty tranfport$, to fecond prince 
Eugene ^nd thp dak^ of Sayoy^ in the fiege of 
Toulon ; in >ybich 5ir Gporge ferved in th« 
fea>B4 Ppft vnd.er Sip pioi9deuy» and narrpjyl/ 
cfcapea ihipwreck in his return home, when 
jh/it great oflicer was Ipljj fgr the Roy^l Anne» 
in which Sir Qeorge parried- his ilag, w«9 
>yitbiD a ftip'« length of the rpck§ on which .Sir 
Cloude/ly firuck | yet wa$ proyidentially Qtvc^ 
\>y his piyn apd his o5i(;:er'9 p.r,efepfce .of mind^ 
who, in a minute^s time fet the ihip*s topfails. 
fivfin svhf;n pxm of- ^h^ rftcks w,a§' u;i4er her 
main fibaiA5. * ... 

V In the ye^r lypi^ hp w^9ina<Je adnairal of 
•the hlqe, ^ caniman^e^ th^ fqvm^ron fitted 
o»f, jto .appofe theitva^oja ifijt^x^ed to be m^dc 
ip Scotla^nd by ^e pcej^e^iier, a^d a french 
a;my from Du^lfirik* Tjbus jfqii.adrop con/iilje^ 
pf twe^ty-fpyr mjeri* pf.w^r, jyith wWch Sir 
George, ;guid lord P.urflej^, failed froip tjbe 
PowA? fox J^be French ^cpaft, on t.h.e tweiltyr 
ieventh of Febrvary 5 ,a«dj havipg ancborje^ 
^n Gxay/slinrjuJM, ,Sif !Ge.or^e wei)| on beard n 
finall fri^te, a^d faikd wuh^ .two pnik? of 
jthe FJe»iiJ^'B»o^^, ,8^.4 ^b^r^e le.ar^e.d th^ mm^ 
b«r aivd jftrpngt^ .pf ^e.j^u^^y's (hip^. 

On 



On the admiral's anQbQrii^.b^ror* Qr^^Jiitt 
Ae Ffcnpb ]*aid.a.fide, th.^ir Qoib^rkj^tiqn ; biW^ 
upon e^XBCcJs orders fr^jm thc^ qour^, w<?F9 
ohKged io. reAwn^ it ;. ^qd, Qii lh^ fycA. o^ 
Marcl), aflugHy ikik<f oint <?f tiie.pprt. of Cwn- 
ffirk; -but, b«iDg taken flifijt. by contjaiy 
wii^cts^ CAipe. tq an^bor- oq tb9 eighth^ an,d theii 
contrquiedt tjieir v.ojfage, 

Sir Caorgji h^d be^n obH^ed, at tbc txm9 
th^ French ne^t faHecJ* to CQW to an. ^nchof 
undef Pqogenefs i aQd» in his return to I}^nf 
Jcirk, was mfotiii.cd tHt thQ Frcncb fl^et; ^a? 
failed, but wbitber CQvld "Qt be k^own V ^^* 
h<j was perfu.ad^d, tb^y «ier^ d^fi^ned fox 5qo^- 
la.nd ; V^^Jl^reupgo h w^^ rrfoly^d, in a cgun^ 
^iJ of \v^5 i;q pjjjjfqe iji^ yvemy to the rpad <y 

SdiBbur^h,; *Ocl> aQCQrdv)glY»,*^^^^^? ^^^ ^^* 
tabbed r^^-^dtpir^i B^rk^r-,, wjxb a. iiaTl fq^uar 
flron to copvoy ^he troop$„ tQ Qftend, th^ ad^ 
oairal profecuted his Expedition with tbe refl of 
tbe.fl^ct.. 

On the thirtieth of Marck, the Fr.eqqlf 

we^Q di(cpy^red in the firtji. of SdiobArgb^^ 

v^here ^ty tnadc glials, but to np purpol^^ 

apd then fteered a no^th-eaft courfe, as if tft^j 

^ad intei^ded to have gone ^o St. Andrews*-? 

Sjr George purfged tbeni» and. took (he SaH(^ 

bury, an Englilh prize, then in their fervii;^ 

**'ith feveial perfons of great quality on board; 

^y- l^nd apd k^ o^jo^r^ in the Frengb (er«ice 

'cry great di(lin£lion; five co.nipanie^ of thj^ 

■-nept of Bern, and all the (hip's company, 

•'^■ng of three hundred men. 

Aftec 
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^ Afttr this» Sir George finding it impoffibte 
to come up with the enemy, returned to Leith, 
.where he continued, till advice was received of 
tit frencH being returned to Dunkirk. 

Before the admiral Ufi Leith Road, .the 
lord-provofl and magillrates of Edinburgh, to 
Ihei^ their grateful ^nfe of the xmporunt kr- 
vice he bad done them, by thus drawing off 
the French before they had time to land theif 
forces ; and thereby preferving, not only the 
tity of Edinburgh,, but even the whole king- 
dom, fVom the fatal efE;ds of a rebellion and 
invafion, refolved to preient him wich the 
"freedom of their city, by fending, in their 
.tiame. Sir Patrick Jobnlbn, their late repre- 
sentative in parliament, with an inflrament 
called a burgefs- ticket, inclofed in a gold box». 
liaving the arms of the city on the ude^ and 
/tiiefe N^ords engraven on the Cover : [ 

• 

. •• The lord-ppovoil, bailiffs^ and tows^^ 
iconncil of Edinburgh, did prefent thefe let* 
iters to borgeoifeSir George Eyng, admit al of 
the bfue, m gratitude to him for delivering 
this ifland from a foreign invalion, and deieat*^ 
ing the defigns of the French fieet at the moutH. 
bf the Firth of Edinburgh, the 1 3th of March, 
1708/^ 

t One would have imagined, that this n 
markable fuccefs muft have, fatisfied every b 
dy i and, that, after defeating fo extraor 

■ ni 
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nary aicheme, as thi5 was then allowed>to J^e» 
and refloring public credit, a^ it were, in an 
in&zntf there ihould be an aniverfal tribute of 
applaufe paid to the admiral by ait ranks ana 
degrees of people : but {o far was this frora 
hung the cafe, that Sir George Byng ha4 
fcarce iet his foot in London, that it was whii^ 
percd, that the parliament wpald enquire into 
his condudl ; which notion had its rife from a 
very foolifh perfuadon, that, having once had 
fight of the enemy*s fleet, he might, if he 
p!eared» have taken e^itfy (hip of them, as 
well as the Salifbary. 

The truth was, that the French, having 
amufed the Jacobites in Scotland with a pro- 
pofat of be£eging Edinburgh - caflle. Sir 
George Byng was particularly inftrudted, by 
all means, to prevent that undertaking, by 
hindering the French, from landing in the 
neighbourhood. This he effectually did, and, 
\>y doing it, anfwered the purpofe of his ex« 
pedttion. 

But te (aqie. malicious people, who firft pro- 
pagated this (lory, invented alfo another | 
namely, chat Sir George was alfo hindered 
from taking the French fleet by his (hip^ ^?ing 
foul ; which aCluaDy produced an enquiry m 
the houfe of commons i and an addrefs.to the 
' len, to dire£l, that an account might be 
Vfore'lhem of the number of (hips that 
on the expedition with Sir George Byng; 
when the (hips were cleaned : Which at 
lowever, ended in this lefolution : 

*« That 



*• That the thanks of the houfe be civen to 
tl)e jprince,, for his grea( care in io. expeqiti- 
^u6y iettine totth Co great a nuipber of ihips ; 
whereby the' fleet under Sir George Byng iv.a4 
tnabled {q hififij^ily to prevent the intended iur 
vafipn.** 

This was a, v^rj wife and w^ll concerted 
Ineafures, £nce it fully ia^sfied the world of 
tl^e falfity of tHof^ repprts, aiid at ike iaoi^ 
time gave gre^t fatisfaftion to th^ qoeea. a,n4 
her Toya! cohfort the pnnce of Djcnniarl^, who 
both qonqeiyed that Ms royal highoefb's cha- 
fadler vyas affb^ed, as Icrd- high-ad iBiraj. 
• About the niiddleof the iiimni^r, a^refola- 
ti;pn v(^p tal(.en to make a defcent on, or, a^ 
kafts to alarm^ tl^e coaft of trqnc^, by wajf- 
of retaliation (or th^ afiro^t fq lately 99ci;ed 
tis; and Sir Q^orge $yng, as admiral; at)4 
lord Pqrf)i?y,' ^.s vic^e-adniiral of tbe Wtije ; 
were appointed to can7 the Icheine into, exe* 
cutio||i. 

■ ^ Accordingly, S> €re9rgc. Me^ f^-oii^ Spit, 
pead on, the twenty- fevcniji qf Jyly:, with th^ 
fleet and tranrpot^s, haying th^e troops of 
board, intended for a defcent, cooimapded by 
lieutenant-general ^arfe ; and th^ next dayf 
came to an anchor off" I)eal. The. tiyenty- 
pipth they flood oyer to the cpaft of Picard] 
as well to ajai^m as to ami\(e thp encipy 9" 
at the fame time to be ready for further ' 
ders.^Tj^e ^rft ojF Auguft the %et faileid ag! 
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^lilanaibrfediiic nc»Jt <tey k the ;bay df "Bbcf. 
logne, where they made a feiht of la'n^irr^ 
%eir troops. Oh the third they flobd in, 
'pretty liear'thcfAore, to bbfefvfc the cbnfirtio'h 
"of tTic"i?ifemy : ^and on thefourth thi?y Werjgheii 
hgkin,- but taime to '&n anc*hor abdtit nooh lli 
•the Ijfay of Eftaplea. -ftere a detachtflcnf Jdf 
Hr6dJ)s*were'Iaiidi^d ; iJtrt the pitfjedt On Ihoj'e, 
^hich dils'^efedntwa^ tohaMe tfeconded, b^dirt^ 
akid aflde, ahtepreft arrived frtira England j 
•3n Vhich the troops tverfe rc-dnlb^rbed. 

fnHhts 'hteAtier they cdntinaed feter^ da^s 
^tJn'fhb^oafrdfl^l-aiifce/ereucifi^'the enetoy irt- 
^kj^hSilAc'irC^hlt ; and indeed the'true;dcffgh 
"bfit^as ohiy to diffufb fhe'naValufttiainenls 
*oh ¥fiHr'<i6^fc, land oblfge tfhte 'fVench court 
^6 'iriai-a Wi'g6 b6d?es bf itieh 'to pYorea their 
^ifriaritifee'td^iis ; 'Vhich neteffafrily occdfibn^d 
*a' dhhh rt otibh of ' ftiiiFr liritfy in Flarfde/s. 

The fame year. Sir George had the honoifr 
•^♦tbfedufffnfe ih^ qliefch iJlTPcfrtug^ toLiifhon; 
""Where a cldmtnnriih was feiit hini, appofntJr^ 
^m ardiWr&l of^the \vhite; and her Por'tn- 
^^i/efe'm^efty jiVifrfnted him ^^h 'htr piftufe 
^'i^iih'di^ihdttchtoiaMy great/valiie, 

. In the year 17099 he was commabdi^r In 
-^Ti5crof'?Rea^fet^»5tidriea ih flie M<;diterra- 
^iieSn ; aufritt'g'VJhidi he.'attefnpfed the Mik£ 
^*if thfe dtyaiia'caftle 6f Aricant;*afid it'iKe 

Vie '^drfte • Ai(^itit^ a'^ddfign upbh 'Cadiz^: 
•^w^5^k^is%Y^lt*ihai! Bofh'di^nor-foccted ; 

from 
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from him, in order, to reader thefe importaat 
de%i;is ^Qccefsfcil. 

After his return from this expedition. In 
1719, he was appointed ode of the commll^ 
iioners for execating the office, of lord high- 
admiral ; in which poft he continued till fome 
'.time, before the gueen's death ; when, not fall* 
log in with the beafuresbf theie times, he was 
^removed ; but, on the acceflion of George !• 
1)6 was left 'red to that employment ; and,- in 
*the year 47i5» on the breakina out of the re- 
,bellion, appointed to command a fquadron in 
'the Downs ; with which he keptfucb a watch- 
ful eye on the- French coad, and feized ifuch a 
great quantity of arms and ammunition Ihip- 
. ped there for the pretender's fervice, that his 
, majefty^ to reward his fervices, created him a 
baronet, prefented him with a ring of great 
value, and gave him other marks of his royal 
/avour. 

In the year 17 17# he was fent with a fqua- 
dron inta the Baltic, on difcovering that 
Charles Xll. had formed a defign of majting 
[z deicent upon England ; the particulars pf 
which we tnink unnecelfary to be heise men- 
tioned. J . 

We are now to e^ter upon the mofl remsr^- 

• able fpene of a£iion our admiral was ever con- 

', f:erhed in, and which he conducted with equ^l 

honour and reputation to himfelf and -the Bn- 

"■ flag. This was the famou$ expedition pf 

''ritifli fleet to Sicily in xhe vear ^7 18, for 

the 
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ihe proteQion of the neotraljiy of Italy » aod 
ihe defence of the emperor^s pofTeHions a^ainft 
the invaiion of the Spahiard5» who had the 
^year before furprized SardinU» and had this 
year laiided an army in Sicily. 

He (ailed from Spithead about the middle of 
June, 1718, with twenty fhips of the line of 
l)attle, two fire- fliips^ two bomb-veflel8» an 
hofpital-lhipy and a fi^ore-ihip. This.fquadron 
arrived, on the 6r(l of Auguil» in the bay of 
Naples » into which the Heet ftanding with a 
gentle ga1e» drawn up in a line ofbattle, mo^ 
of them capital ihips, and three of them carry^- 
ing tiags, afforded fuch a (pedlacle as had never 
l>een feen in thofe parts before. The whol^ 
jchy was in a tumult of joy and exultation^ 
the fhore was crowded with muhititudes of 
fpeflators, and fuch an infinite number oi 
*boats came ofiTt fome with provifions and re* 
frefhoTieiitv others out of curiofity and admirar 
ratiop, that the bay was covered with them. 

The viceroy, count Daun, be'ng ill with 
the gout, and having fent his compliments to 
the adjpiral, he went on ihore» attended by 
the flag-officers a.i^d c^tains in their .boats.; 
and w<as faluted at his landing by all the can^ 
non round the city aii4 cadlea ; and w^s.coiy 
do^ed to the court through an infinite. throng 
'of people, whh the gr^ateft acclamations of 
■oy, and all the honours and ceremonies ufu- 
lUy paid toa viceroy of that kingdom. 

' U'c the adpiral entered into a conference 
count Daun ; from whom he learned* 

^ ' that 
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that the Spdnlfti ^rtHy, cbrifilfihg t/f,flih-ty 
^hotkfittid hten, cbtntaanaefcl by tbt W^f^uis de 
licWc, !ia8'litidcabht*te fect^d bf 'Jaly m'-Si- 
fcily, '*id hh8 ^on thnJe'thc^felvesniaftcfs 6€ 
.the city and caft'ks bf ^Pa^eritit), Jinci of ^reat 
4>artbf th'ci/land ;'A^t th'cijr liad 'taken the 
tdwn bflWcffina, *aiki 'V^'e're Wciying'on the 
Beee-of • ihc crtaAel, '&c, 
. «fter tUfc confbf 6ncfe, 'the adthlnft vvas fjtoi. 
todly critferhliiiedat'dirfrfer, kn^d 'thifn lodged 
^t'tble pala<c dPrhedifk-e ^de'1\*afatotia, which 
^^a-bdttiitiagmfieefitl'y lct(*H up Yor'hisrcC^ 
lion. . ^ 

Thfc'Tit^t ftimwhtg th^ fca^ "anothtfrebtifer- 

xitit^y on flie frt(i«lbre^to1>e"t5ken%"dmt'^crdn. 
jiirt?ftWc 6T ^^rs ; wUcn "it Was-agf^-ed, th^t 
¥he''^tey6y *bum '.ftnfl t<vb 'thorffahd *t5eniiaii 
^ot, 'ih tertaft's, to l^^fl?na,' to rtliert'the 'ci- 
tafleT^ttd fo^t St ,'Sal V^dbr,' untie r* the'prdt^ai'^oh 
iSrWi'e^ETijBflith'fe^t ; 'v^lireh'-^teotdirvgry' faildd 
prflhie'fbcm <!^f 'AtfgiAl rrdfti Naples, 4tfd -ffr- 
^iv^d'efofteiiidfh ioTxght of the Forb Off Mef- 

ii^ft i\it aaaili^l, ^dUVotis tjf tryxurg t^tfy 

'iti€^& 'd( -hegotlatidn.^fifofe lie prdceededTo 

■ftcV^ci'ehtity^oFWs WdWs, 'diifpardhtd hls'Svft 

"^^dh'Wi^h'oWeifs to M^na, with'a'lettfir t*o 

.%1e'hfarqtfh BeteSe ; 'ii/heteiti; ^ftex^dcqoaiht. 

•ibg'him IrpcTn Vhat icdoflrtt he Vl'as' (but ifhere, 

• ^fbpHCtd'SL Ceffetion'df krttts'fort«ro'ttroftth», 

'. their Y^foettiVfe <iotiVt^^Jttr^ht^ltavfc' titne'^tb 

thldc' Aeh 'fefblimbAs-Astntght fdlbtc a 

tfg*pfiic^;^bttt iWtfd/ tittt/if iSfeiv^-!/6t 

fo 
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4b.fiappy astoia^GCBcLiA chb i>fi«r of :h(is ferj 
vice, be Aould tken be .obliged, to ufe all bis 
I ifosce, to ftea^nt faj;t)ier atten»pt$ to dillurb 
, (the idcnnwjous kh.xikai6tex^ood engaged to dcr 
I .fend. 

The general returoed fi>f aivfwer. That hcr 

' had no powers to treat; andy coofequeatly, 

<oottld HOC .agree tt> a fufpenfiao of armst bQt 

]nQftfmowd)i&.orderS) whkh direfled bim to 

tfeiKC upon Sicifyfof bis maAer the king of 



I 



According to the befi accounts the admi< 



I »1 coald receive^ he* was led to jcoficeive, that 

I the Spaaiih. fleet .was &U^d from Malta* in or* 

f der to avoid hina ; and therefore, upon receiVr- 

'ing the nunipis's anfwetf rhe immediately 

tveigked, with ^an intentiofi la epme with his 

-iquadran .before :Meifitte, in lorder. to encourc^ 

and fappont thegacrilbn in the citadel : hot, 

as heftoodjkhoat the point .-of the. Faro 4i>f Mef- 

fina, he iaw.two Spant^ feouts in the Faro.; 

end being informed at the. iame time/ by a fe- 

• locca, which .caaeirom, the Callbrian /hoft, 

idiat they faw from .the :hiils the Spani& fleet 

lyifi|; by ; the .admiral altered Jus deftgn, and, 

fending away the German troops to .Reggio, 

anderthe coiivay of tKvjo men of. war, .he Uood 

fbron^h the. F^o with his imiadron. with fill 

- the iail ha codi$ after their kouts» imagining 

they would lead bim totheir's ; which accord- 

in^iy they didj for, before noon, 1^ had a 

' ftir yiew-ofrthek ^whole dhct*.lyfag>hy, and 

Ar OL • Xi«' £ drawn 
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^irawtt into a line of bahle ; wliick the «fad- 

'ral followed, aadfocrn after cane op wnhi- 

The coniequence was, that lie engaged and 
entii^ly ruined thetti^ while capttia Watfoa 
did the fame by the other part of the. fleet, 
'which flood in for the Sicilianfhoie. 

In 17199 Sir George, as-foon as the whole 
fleet was joined, difpatched his eldeft ion to 
'England; who arriving at Hamptoncojirt in 
fifteen days, bron^t thither the agreeable 
confirmation of what public fame had. before 
reported ; namely, the entire defeat of the Spa* 
nifli fleet; and upon which the king had 
written a "letter to- the admiral with his own 
hand. 

In the mean time^ the admiral prdecated 
his affairs with great diligence ; procured the 
emperor's troops free acceifs into the ibrtreflCes 
. that were ^ill held out in Sicily ; broqght their 
Sicilian gaNies from Mi^lta ; and ibon after re- 
ceived a letter from die emperor, written witir 
his own hand, accompanied with a pi&iire of 
his imperial majefty, fet rowad with large dia* 
monds, 9fl s mark of tbe.fervices whidi had 
been rendered by his excellency U^ the houfe of 
Auflrta. '• 

Early in the fpring, the admiral returned tso 

Naples ; where he adjofled every thing with 

the viceroy and tHe German general for the re«> 

dion of Sicily; ia which he aded with iuch 

^*e«^lluieels^^ai^4lie Imperial army was 

fp6^e#iu^#fe iilandy and fo well fup^ied 

^ witji 
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^ik all ptKt^Bbmf.ft^m tl|»e,fioe^ th^ it inay 
be truly . fmd* the f«K:c«(8 of that expedition 
' was a^ mich owxdg to the Engliih admiral as 
the Gcfumn generaT; aad, tmit the Engiidi 
fleet did not k(s fervicethan the Imperial 
army. 

it was entirel^fr owing to the admiral's ad*- 
vice* and to his aliillaDce and fupplies oi'caa* 
jioiit fOwder« aad tialU ffomt his own ihips, 
thst the Gerjiuns retook the city of MeiTioa, 
IB the: fommer of thf year 1719 ; after which 
•the admiral landed, a hody of Engliih grena- 
diers, who ibon made .themfeives mailers of 
tl^ tower of Faro. ; by which having opened 
a free parage for their ihips, he came to an 
•anchor in Parajifewoad. This was a flep of 
'great con&qttence 1 for the ofiicers of the Spa« 
Miih men of war, which were in the mole, per- 
.ceiving this, began %o defpair of getting out to 
{ea» and unbent their tails, unrigged their 
•ihips, and re(blved to wait their fate with that 
•of the citadel. This gave the admiral great 
.latisfadlion, who now found himfelf at liberty 
40 employ his ihips in other tbrvice, which had 
.for a long while been employed in blocking 
,up that port. 

But, while . things were in this prolperous 
fitnadon,,a <|ifpute aroie among the allies 
at the difpofitton of the Spaniih (hip$, 
Q, after the citadel, ^as taken, they fhoi * * 
)f courfe into ikm^^^^-^iimj^ 

'7y mi^ ky thc^jgir^'s^ipropo 



_1 
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lay in tlie^baibn; wbkk^wks mne Mooriittgiyt 
sind tbefd)f the nuA-dfvSiiAiMflllilMied. ^ 
' The aifdiral, 1« <Mrd^'io Ibctetd in tke :re<- 

proci^re artillery for carryiog on the fiege of 
%he citadel of M^ffiM, went over td Naples in 
'Aueirft ; and fiiMlifl^ diat ihe govemmant wifis 
^unable to f in-miK ihe military llofts fhat ^tft 
•watititig, lie geneibady graoMd -the eaimoa 
t)Ut of the BritiQi ^rnses % and procured, «p(Mt 
iHs own credit, and at kisown riique^ ^&tiAfk 
and other atn monition itom CSenoa ; abd fooa 
iafter w^nt thither himfelfy in order to KaAeli 
>he enil>ai4eation of the troops intended for Si- 
cily ; which was jnade fMner than eoaki-haws 
lyeen expedled, merely by his iacredtble^laboogr 
and diligence^ and in A>ite of the delays a^ 
%6led by the count (mtrwardsbaOiaw) Boof^ 
netal, who was appointed 'to-command them* 

Our admhral-was received with ^re^t boiioefr 

and refpcd 'at Genoa. At his arrival, d^ 

town fainted bis flag with twenty-one gona, 

-and his perfbn with ten guns. and twenty chaaaf- 

•bers ; and the Kepubfic f^t «ff iiiL ^patie 8» 

three of the old and three of the new nobility^ 

to compliment him npoln-hts arri^. 

' After a ftay of afbont thiee wedcs^ lie iailed 

with all the tranfpotts to Sicily* ai»d arrived 

*bcftre Meffina on the eighth of Odlober'; 

-'wtScit* foelevatetrthc fpiHts of the army^ then 

•befieging the citadiS, that, -upoa the.Arft figkt 

of 
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tf iit0 flecti they nmde a vi|Moii» Attack iipoa 
a liaIf>iDQOB» a&d carried it. The admualf 
repuring lAor^ to the gesieral's quarters^ wal 
embra^^ by him, and ^i the gooeral offioers^. 
with the moft tc^adei: marks ^. affe^lion and 
gratalatioD, the whole army being overjoyed 
to fee a man who brought Cbeift rdief and «ic- 
cefs, aikd every good tjiat attended them. 

Ill ten days aftar the admiral's arrival at 
Meffina* the citadel fttrrendtrcd to the Ger« 
mans : after whkb S'w Geooge. retmbarked a 
gveat part of the army» and tended them upon 
another part of the iilaiid ; by which means 
ihey di^efied the cnamyr lo fuch a degree^ 
-tiiat the marquis de I«ede» commaader of the 
8pam& fimesv prof^ofcd to evacuate the 
idand; whkh tho Germans were vary defirons 
<if ag«eeing.io». and &8t toVienaa for inftruc^ 
timis : bttt the- admiral ps«te(|cd agatafl it| 
afid dedarady that the. Spsaiih troops fiiipukl 
nwiftr be. perodtuedi to qint Sicily, and return 
home, tiu a geaerai peaco wa» concladed | 
aatd fest his eldeft laiktq Vienna with inilruc* 
tions, if the Imperial coast liileaed tt>t^ pro^ 
po&L (^ the SpaniiB gutneral^ (o deoUre, that 
his l^thtir conld neves fulTer any part of tk« 
Spaei^h anny to depart out of the iflaod, till 
the king of Spain had acceded to the quadrU'» 
pk alliance, or till he received poficive mUruc- 
tiofis from Eogland for that purpoie. In this^ 
Sir George certainly a£led as became a Britiih 
sdmiml ; vfhx^, after.having done fa maoyifeo 

E 3 ' vices 
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vices for the Imperialifts, might forelyiafift on 
their doing what was joft in tefycQ. to i]5, abd 
lioldiAg tbeSpaniib troops in the oneafj iitua- 
tion they now were, till they gave ample fatifi 
£i£lion lo the coart of London, as well as to that 
©f Vienna. ;' 

After this, the Spanifh general laid a fnare 
to fcparate the admiral from the German?, by 
f>ropoiing an agreement with him for a frpa- 
rate cellation of hoftilities, but without tffe&. 
Bat foon after, when the Germans, with the 
afliHance of. the admiral^ had begun the fieg6 
€>f Palermo, before which the Spaniards lay 
incamped > and jofl as the two armies were 
upon the point of engaging, a courier arrived 
in that lucky inllant from Spain, with full 
powers for the Spaniih general to treat and 
agree about the evacuation of Sicily and Sardi«' 
Bia, ia cen/equence of the king of Spain's ac<^ 
ceding to the quadruple alliaace: upon which, 
the two armies were drawn off ; a fufpenfiofi 
P^ arms agreed on ; ihe Germans put into 
potfcflion of Palermo;' and the Spaniards cm- 
*>a*kcd for Barcelona. 

The admiral, after he had fettled all affairs 
111 Sicily, failed in Augoft, 1720, toCagliari^ 
m Sardinia ; where he aflifted at the confer- 
ences of ihe minifters and generals of the fe- 
veral powers conceined ; wherein was regulated 
the nriaiiner of furrendering the ifland by the 
span tm viceroy to tlie emperor, and the ceffion 
^ it^e fame to the duke of SavOy i and, siX 

the 
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ijte k^anoe of. this prince, the .admiral did 
not depart, till he had feen the whole fully 
executed ; the Spaniifa troops landed in Spain ; 
and the dulce of Savoy put into quiet pofTeilioii 
of his new kingdom of Sardinia^ in exchange 
for Sicily, according to the quadruple alliance: 
Id all which af^irs the admiral arbitrated fd 
equally between them, that even the king of 
Spsun expreffcd his entire fatisfa£lion in his 
conduct to the Britifli court : and his behavi* 
our was fo acceptable to the dake of Savoy, 
^at his iincere acknowledgments to him were 
accompanied ..with his pidture fet . in dia^ 
jnonds. 

Thus ended the war of Sicily, wherein the 
Britifb fleet bore fo illuiinous a part, that the 
lkte.of the ifland was wholly governed by its 
operations; both agreeing, that the one could 
sot have conquered, nor the other have been 
fabdued, without it* Never was any fervice 
cofndufled, in all its parts, with greater zeal, 
9£livity, and judgment ; nor was ever the Brf- 
tifii fiae in fo high reputation and refpedl in 
thofe didant parts of Europe, 

His majeAy, king George I. who had 

named the admiral for that expedition^ ufed 

to fay to his miniilers, when they applied for 

indruj^ons to he fent him for his direflion on 

certain important occafions. That he would 

1 him nene, for he. knew how to aft with- 

any ; and, indeed, all the meafures that 

V aVoiid .were fo exaft and jqil^ as tp 

E~4' fqiaare 



U[Wirt with thf ^omiciU ani plg» of palky-Alf 

koine. 

' Thus h«ve ws giveniao accouttt.of .this fiit-^ 
mou4 expediuoti.; and* by m bare recital o{ 
fids, without ffinker encfuiries, ihcwn how^ 
well Sir George Byjig execated hi» iniinufidoi%s $ 
for in this conflfts^ the mtf it of afv^dniral, andt 
for which alone he 'is an^erabk^ and ;BO.t at 
all fat the reditude of. thsfe idlriiSionsj If 
this be not gramted'y we inuft nttec expc&.to 
be well ferved at fea ; fioce the admiraU who 
takes upon him to interpret hit infiradiomiir 
will never want excure» for his. <Ofida&» be it 
what it will ; and, if this be once granted, Sir 
George Byng m\x& be allowed to kave dbne 
his duty as well a» any.adm&rsil«v^nrdid ; fbf* 
to his condu^ it was emicely Owing,.t&atSieil>r 
was firbdued, and his catholic majcfty fbceed 
to accept the terms oTefcrxbed btxa hf tkm 
ijuadruple alhanoe. H eitr was, tint. 4c(]b «b4 
gaged the Germans tafetfoor m t&at iil»tdU 
even afler the taking of Mefitna. Ttie* eadt 
<)f the emperor being become theomie of his 
tDsAer, he ferved- the intereil of that piiiiee 
with fuch zeal and fidelity as exhibieed a pat* 
tern^ to his own fubjedHs. He lived in ftsdh. 
harmony with the Imperial viceiiof ^ atad ^4^0- 
rais, d€ has been ieldom feen among fellour.- 
* fubjefls united in command ; the want -of 
"^hich has proved the ruin of maiiy ioeifortaiac 
xpeditions. H« wa8 incapable of per^ovmiog 
uty in a Qold oraegUgentmimfter; andrwhan 

. * any 
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My fervke vfSts comttntteH to hh managementy 
ht devQted bis- wbo^le ap^tcation to it ; not* 
Conld any fatigue^ or indifpoiition of body, 
e?ep divert or it^i^rrDpt his attention from a/iy 
^ at th a t req ui red p refeiK d i Q>ateh . To thi 3f 
it might be in a great raearare owing, Aat h^ 
H^ad never unfortanate- io atty andertakwg^, nor 
»iicarried in any fenriee intruded to his direct 
lion ; for, whoever will trace pablic or private 
eve4>ts to their fource, wH find, except where 
Ike imnfiediate ^nger ef Providence is vifiblei 
tiiat whatifl aieribdd tochanqe, is generally the 
eiedt of negligefiee or imprudence. He always 
]>roceeded upon (blid principles, and left nor- 
thing to fortune that could be accomplifhed by 
fbreHgbt and application » Hi« irm^efs and 
i>laiii-deaHng to thofe fbl'eigners who treated 
with him apon ba(inef», was fuch, that it con<- 
tributed greatly to the difpatch and ibc<:efs of 
his traa»6liofts with them; for they could^: 
depend upon what he faid : and, as they faw^ 
Jiet'oisd no arts or chkanes himfelf, and had 
too diicerning an ey^ tofa#er them to pafs ^nh 
^iivved in others, they often fbvmi it their 
]>aA: polky to kave Hlek* intere^ io his handts 
«ftd to kifl manageAient ;- being certain of a 
'iHoft impartial and pttn^ual perforiaance of 
i»hftftver lie engaged in. His repotation was 
<(^ thoroughly eftablifhed in ihu particular, 
r, in the fireifullit di^iites and idtereations, 
t tuefb- between the Sa\'^yafds and C^- 
ImtAg ^he^courfe ef the w^> and h6^ 
E 5 iwetn 
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tween the latter and the Spaniards at the con<«^ 
dufion of hf he wa$ the common ompire be<« 
tween them ; always (hunniog and oppofing 
any exiravagant or unjail demands ; abd re- 
conciling, as modi as poflxble, the violences 
of war with the rules of honour and juilice. 

After the performing fb many fignal fervicea 
the admiral departed from Italy to attend his 
snajelly to Hanover; and the king, among 
many other gracious exprefiions of favour and 
iatisfadion» told him. That he bad found out 
the fecret of obliging his enemies as well as 
his friends ; and, that the court of Spain had 
jnentionedy with great acknowledgments, his 
fair and friendly behaviour in the provi/ion of 
tranfports, and mber neceilaries, K>r the em« 
barkation of their troops, and in protedins 
them from many vexatious oppreffions that hao 
been attempted. « No wonder that a man en- 
dowed with fuch talents, and>fuch a diipofition, 
left behind him in Italy, ajoid othor foreign 
partSt the charader of a^rOC foldier, an able 
ilatefman, and an honeft man. 

During hismajefiy'silay,at Hanover, he he^ 
ran to reward the eminentieivicesof Sir George 
Byng, by making him treafurev of the navy, 
and rear-admiral of Great-Britain ; and, on 
his return to England^ one of his mod honour- 
able privy- council. 

. In the year 1721^ he was created a peer of 
Great- Biiuin, by the t^tle of vifcount Tor- 
iington> 4uid bar(m.Eyng»,of. Sou&ilU in pt^ 

vonihirci 
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fonOiire : and, in 17 zs* ^c was made one of 
the knights of the Bath. 

At his late majefly^s acceflion to the throne^ 
he was made firft commifnoner of the admi- 
ralty ; in which high ftation he breathed his 
lafty at his hoafe in the Admiralty, of an a(lh- 
ma, in June, 1733> in the (cventieth year of 
his age, and was buried at Southill, in Bed- 
fbrdihire. 

His lordiliip was bat of a tender confuta- 
tion, though well foppHed with fpirits, whicb 
were not (o confpicuous in gaiety of conveHa- 
tion, as in adivity in all the duties and func- 
tions of life or buiinefs, in which he was inde- 
fatigable ; and, by a continual habit of in- 
daflry, had hardened and inured a body, not 
nattrrally ftroog, to patience and fatigue. 
* He had m^ade no great proficiency in fchool- 
learning» which the early age of going ta 
lea rarely adiiiits of; but his great dili- 
gence, joined with excellent natural parts/ and 
a juft fenfe of honour, made him capable of 
condttding difficult ife^bciations and commif- 
Jions, with projper dignity and addrefs. 

During the time he prefided in the Admi- 
ratfy, he laboured in improving the naval 
power of this kingdom ; in procuring encou- 
ragement for ieamen, who in him loft a true 
friend ; in promoting the (cheme for ellablifh* 
100* a corporation for the relief of widows and 
ren of commiflien and warrant officers in 
royal navy j and in every other fervice to 
~ mtry that he was capable of. 

E6 He 
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He married, in 1692, Margaret, daug^Kter 
of James Mafler» of Eafl-Landen, in Kent, • 
.el({. by whom he had eleven foi>s add foar 
daughters ; but only three of the former, aii4 
one of the latter, furvired hira. 
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The L IFE'or 



Alexander Pope, 



ALEXANDER POPE, a much adr 
mired poet, was defeended of a good far 
mily by boih parents ; and born on the eighth 
of Juney 1988, in London* where his fathor 
.was then a confid«rable merchant^ 

We SkTt obliged £ot fiat account of Mr. 
Pdpe'a iacmly to the fatijica diat w«re made 
.Mpoahi|» ; in aofwer to^ wUchj h^ thought 
popef . tO' publish, th^ foUqwiAg ibprt genea^ 

ThJt Aleicand^r Pope» hi* fiither, was of a 

gentleman's family' in Oxfordihire ; the he^ 

of whiob Wis the ead of Downe, Uk Irehnd, 

.wkofefideihwaft married the earl of Lin^f^sy. 

Jiis mother wi^t£ji|hi»» the dapghtfir 9f Wit- 

liam Tamer, efq. of York : ihe had throe 

brxHhararone of whom was killed; another 

died itt the fecvke of king Charles L and the 

«iMeft f<^DW4ng his fortiiae* and. befoming a 

-^-^^eral officer in. Sfaia* Itft her what eflate 

fliiied after iihe feaurftratiQas and forfeit- 

^ of ber fidaily ; wKidi» ai iweU as that of 

hu(bandy wasofthePopifli religion* 

Ha 
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He was taaght to read very e&rly by aa 
annt, and he learned to wrke without any 
affiftance, by copying |)rinted U^oksj which 
he executed with great neatnefs and exadlnefs. 
He was put, at eight years of age, under the 
dire^ion of one Taverner, a prieil, who taught 
him the rudimentfi of the JUatin and Greek 
tongues together.' He imbibed thefe elements 
of claflical learning with the greatell facility, 
jttid, on firft feeine the poets, difcovered at 
"Once, both fhe peculiar bent of his inclinatioiiy 
and the excellency of his genius. ' 

About this time accidentally meeting with 
Cgilby's tranilation of Homer, he was to 
much ilruck^with the force of the ftory, thar, 
notwithftanding the deadnefs and intipidnefs 
of the verification, Ogitby became a favour- 
ite book. The Ovid of Sandys felt next in 
his way ; aad> it Is • &y, that (he^ raptures 
thefe tranflations gave him were fo ftron^, that 
he fpoke of them with pleafure all his life 
iften 

Trom hts private tirtor be was fent to a po^ 

.1 feminary at Twy fiord, near Winchefter ; 
wAence he was removed to fckoo) at Hyde* 
' park corner. 

He was ,no«v aboiK ten years of age, and, 
being earried fometimes to the play-houfe, the 
fight of thofe theatrical reprefentations pdt 
him upon turning the chief events of Homer 
into a kind of play, made 4lp of a number of 
• fpeeches ff om OgiD^y^s ti&ailikddn, conceded 
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by verfes of his own. He perTwaded the up^ 
per boys to a6l this piece ; a cariofity which 
one would have been glad to have feen. The 
mailer's gardener reprefented the charader of 
i^jax« and the aflors were dreifed after the 
prints of his favourite Ogilby ; which indeecl 
make far the beft part of that book» being de* 
£gned and engraved by artiils of note. 

in the mean time, he was fo unfortunate as 
to lofe, under his two lafl mailers, what he had 
acquired by the firft. In this condition, at 
twelve years of age, he retifed with his parents 
to Binfield, in Windfor- foreH, where his fa- 
ther had provided a convenient little box, not 
far from Oakingham, in Berkihire ; and, at«.' 
his firft coming, 'tis.faid, was put under ano- 
ther prieft for a few months, but with as little 
iucceis as before ; ib that he reiblved to be- 
come his own mailer. This country retreat, 
however, fuited his melancholy and refledlivt 
temper ; and it was about this time that h<' 
wrote his Ode on Solitude, which appears 
the firil- fruits pf his poetical genius. 

It was here too that he firll perufed 
writings of Waller, of Spenfer, and of L 
den ; out, on the firil fight of Dryden, U 
abandoned the reil, having now found an aq^ 
thor whofe cafl was extremely congenial with , 
his own. After he met with this favoufite^*" 
works, he was never eaiy till he had feen t& 
author ; and, for that purpofe, he procured 
friend to hmg him to a cofFee«houfe whe 

ur 



» fiMTISH PXUTARCH. 

Dryden was, onlf that he might be UefieJ 
with the fight of that great poet. 

Thi» codld not have been long before Mr; 
l>ryden*« cleathi which haopened in 170 1 | 
to that Mr* f ope was never known to him : a 
Ifiisfortune which he laments hi the followkig 
pftthetic woiils : 

«« ViPgiRura tantum vidi,** 

He never mentioned him afterwards without 
a kind of rapturous veneration. Thus, for 
inftance, having run over the names of his 
greaj friends and encouragersj ,he .concludes 
VX^ith the per(bn whom he efleemed above aH 
the reft, in the following diilkh : 

And St. John's felf> great Dryd^n's frjend be*- 

- fore, 
With open arms received one poet more. 

His works therefore he ftudied with, equal 

gjeafimp and attention ; he placed them before 
is effss as a model : in fhort, he copied not 
only his harmonious verfification, bnt the very 
torns of his periods: and hence it was- that h^ 
became enabled to gitre to* rhyme all the^har- 
inony of which it is capable. 

Biniield being near Eafthamftead, where Sir 

William Tnnnbull then refid^d, our youtfg 

' gentus was introduced into the a^uaintance of 

that gentleman ; who, being Attvdc with -ad- 

. - miration 



.r 



iliiratiloa at his extfaordi mir/ !paite» and- pleafed 
#ith hia good f&xkr aa well aa tlse dtfceAoy^ 
md rc^iihrity of bis onfanfief s, am him ^«aC( 
eDtOQiEagenitnt, and piteraiitl)!^ aimteced him tO" 
a'ihare of his fi-iendfhip. 

In the meaa time, mader Pope was not 
^vaxmng to biflsfalf in improving hh taloits 
for poetry: at fotftteen yeais:4)ldli6iiAd>com'- 
pc^od ibveral elegant pieices that way: at M^ 
teen,, he bad acqmred a feady habit in cha 
two learned lan*guages; and to which h^foon 
alter added French and Italiani; 

It is a common obftrvatinii, that ibme feeda 
of vanity and'felf-conceit are neceifary in^fedi* 
iutft in^tba co»^fiao!n>of a*poet^ acoordingiy 
our author was not without a proper fh^BP6 w 
tiieft tfdaliiiifs^- a»d nowthovgiitiiiiiiiel^aapa. 
Mt^ of lonnkrfaking. :(n epic pdeat^ I>| that 
ipirity ho Art abdut wiitHngt-his^ Alcarider thik 
T^ar } aaid tlie penfbrmance, 'a& might .b« e«iii 
^le^d) ii«i* a glaring* proof of hi« Ailii^^/ 
MIy. flowev^, he h^ad either f<M(b or tool 
^eftyemMg&rOrbi^tiH to keep-itiin hi^ftudy-; 
%nd in his ripat> years^itokeof it with afnank*- 
4iefj- and iagenultf that -dCMn more* i^an atone 
J»r the fbr^nafditefs of his attempt; ' 

«' I caaftfsi'' fays hei «• there was a tiaie 

when I was in love witlvmyfelf j and my firft 

Wo(kiiSlions were the children of felflove upon 

locence. I had made an epic poem and pas 

'ncs.opoia allthe priace^i and I thought 

myielf 
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Jtoyfelf the greateft gcidua that ever was. I 
cannot hut repel theft dfilightM vifions ol 
my childhood, whidi, like the fine trolours we 
iee whea oar eyes arc fiiut, are vamAMd for 



ever." 



In the following yeu, i704» he entered 
upon a^aik more Suitable tto hia agiP« Thia 
was his Paftorals, which brought hini into ifa« 
•cqaaintan(» of foaoe. of the mod eminent. wits 
^f that time. JHe communicated tbefe fird to 
Mr. Wycherley^ who was. highly pleafed with 
them, and fent a copy to Mr« Wa](h, gentle<» 
man of the faorie to queen Anne» and aothoi 
of feveral ingenious p^ces, both in profe tmA 
veHc. . . » 

. This introduced him td the apqii^iptance 6f 
that gentleoMHUy who proved a very fincei^ 
friend to him; and having imn^i?diilte>y dii- 
fcerned that ourppet's chief taltnt lay pot tm 
much in (Irtking out new thoughts of hjs owa^ * 
as. in improving tbofe which he borrowed from 
the antientSy and an eafy yiCiiMcationt toM 
him, among other thiDgs, that there was one 
way left open for Um to excel his pitdeceflora, 
and that \vas correQpejfs ;. obferjifingf tha4 
though we had feveral great poets, yet none 
•of th^m were Correal:* he therefore ddvifed 
him to make that his iludy. 

The advice was tiot loft: Mr,. Pope re- 
ceived it very gratefully, and obferved it very 
diligently, ^a» appe^s by tl^ , fuj^feq^nt ■ le> 

^er« 
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lers in tlus cctoefpondence i. an J no dobhi tfa* 
iKiUnguHbing h^inony of his nttmljcrs was in 
a great meaibreowingto it. 

This year, 1704, he wrote alfo the firft 
part of his Wb^^r-Foreft, though the whole 
was not publiihed till feveral years afterwards, 
in 17109 with a dedication t^lord Lanfdowne, 
whom he mentionl as one of his eariteft ac»> 
quaintance. Mr.-. Wycherley was another. 
To thefe, baikleSfBdHng broke and Walih, ho 
adds Congreve-, Garth, Swift, Atterbory, Tal- 
lM>t, Somers, and Sh^iHeld, as perfon^ with 
whom he was not only converfant, but be* 
loved, at£xteenor feventeiEin years of age ; an 
earJy.bard for fuch acquaintance : and the ca<? 
talogae might be made yet more iiloftrioust 
had ho not confined it to the time when he 
wrote the Paftorals and Windfor«Foreft« 

The circuffiftance of our author's writing the 
£rR part of this poem fo early as 1704, fur* 
ni&es no bad apology for the general fault 
charged upon it ; few images, it is laid, are 
introduced, which are not equally applicable 
to apy place whatfoever. It is true* defcrip-r 
tive poetry,, of which kind is this piecQ, wai 
inanifeilly none of the fliining talents of Pope; 
bjit, when it h remembered, that he pitched 
npon a description of Windfor^'Foreft, theft 
the place of his abode, at fixteen, an age for 
w))i9h this kind cf poetry has the greateit 
charms, it may as truly be faid, that he could 
not then be fenfible which wfiy the chief fcf ce 
^f his geniius lay 5 and this may more par. 

ticttlarly. . 
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ticuhorly be. iafifted oa by dl ik4|o haVe nakvtt 
notice o£wlae our povt btth fiddof thupotm 
in an epidle to Dr, Atteibttry, 

» 
Wbile piire lidcripdoa held the place of f<mfe; 

; f It is allowed tffat he hrtdoB cut kito a tru^ 
fjoetbal enthuiiafiii iiKyre than oifce, and par^ 
tecolariy in the condafion ; and there was in^ 
^eed a circaai^ance whkh, no doobt, (kongly 
fi»ilnatQd hiB^ mofe in that part^ The peace^ 
afterwards coad oded at Utrecht, ^as tbii 
year, 171c, projected by hts particiilar Mende 
Harley ^nd St, John, who were now at tha 
head of the itttmitfry. AcoonMngly, we find 
the iofioenebs^ and e^^ of peacei a«d ita 
con^tMKiee, a diflMive comflfierce, marked 
by fele&;efreaiii(lanees, fueh^as are beft^sfdsa^pted 
aoftrike^ehttfiginafdmvbylively^pi^orcs, the 
Ittiedtipn of which coniSntites tme poetry, A% 
the ciaie of ally there appears a groepe of^K 
legoHcal aerfonages, in the rear of which 
feind thQ fb^ofwinjg; figured, painted in> Itvilo^ 
colo^rS) wkh their proper infignia: and atti^ 
b(ite». 

« 

) -.*— * Brtvy her own fnakes ftiall fee1> 

And perfccution mourn her broken wheel ;^ 
' There fa^on roir, rebellion bite her chain» 
And gafping ftiiies thirft for blood in voAn^ 

It is faid, th3t> 



^^ AcUjfoli mtOf ineiqprefibljii clifligrtMd kt 
4Us pobi? aongUfion of Windfor^Fomi, boi& 
^-•jpoliiiciaii ami as a poet. As m polftkaaa*, 
becaiute it ib bighfy cdebrated ^hat treaty oF 
fewcitf wJbkh he deemed fo pernicious to the 
jib^lMBs of Europe ; aad as a poet, becaaiie \m 
was deeply ^onfcioas^ that his owr Caoy- 
i^aigne, that. Gasetteiorhvine, •Contained no 
firS^M of fttdi genuiBe ana foblime poetry » 
ihec^ndiififBi before.'' 

No part of qnr bard's life k more intereft^ 
ing than that of his condad in ciiltivating; 
iriendfhips, refpedally with his brother poetau 
«At tbfi ^e of.eigbteea, he was grown fo high 
in the dfteem.of Wyeherky* that he thoa|;lit 
thkn capaple of corixQing his poems, (Avhich 
ifatfi been danned) (o as they might appecft- 
«4gaia in print. Pope complied with .tl» re« 
4|paBft, and executed it with equal freedom and 
judgment. Bat the faults proiced coo many 

for the anthopof cheiato'be told^; he was 
'Old» became jeaioQs, artd^sonftrued his^yooa^ 
majiiev's ingenixity, and plain de^laiigi ittffl) 

«a»e>ofrefped« ^01-4311))^ thie defiigo of pab- 

ltfliing\;ffas dropped, bat all -tonefpoiideiioe 

with thecoisn^kirfafptnded. 

This ungeiieikNii refeotmettt was" lively ft- 

fentod by Pope .| and, though* Wycherleyw^s 
.pcBvaikd with afterwards, by the mediation ^f 
•a common fciead, no fdume/tha oon«<poiKU 
•ence» yet^this weacift»fa«tfaer«€btta«bave^eom-> 

^aiiance. 



.^ 
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platfimce. However, (btne time after Mr. 
Wycbertey's deaths bis poeim Mii^ re^ub* 
Mfiied by tome mercenary handy in 1728, oar 
aothor, the following year, prineed ieverd 
letters that had pai&d between them, in vin« 
dication of Mr. Wycherley*8 good name, 
ttgainft fome mifconftrmdttons prefixed to that 
edition* 

I Our poet^s condadt,. .throaghoot this- whole 
trying afFur, was greatly above his years ; 
but, yoang as he was, his talents were now 
beginning to ripen into foil maturity. This 
appeared confpicaoufly in his Eifay on Crici* 
-ci&i:; which, though wrote fo early as 170S, 
yet plaeed him among tho{e of the firft rank 
in his art. . It is indeed efteemed a mafter- 
piece i^ it's kind, v^A io difcovered tfaepecu- 
jiar turn of his genius. He was not' yet 
Iwenty years old, fo that every body ffood 
amazed to find fuch a knowledge of the world, 
fuch a maturity of judgment, and fuch a pe^- 
-netration into hu|nan nature, as are there dif- 
played ; inibmuch that it beeame a fubjed for 
^che critics tOfdifplay' their proibuttdeft J9tiU ir 
(Accounting ioi it< The . greateH genis^sr in 
4)amting^ as well a^ poetry; were generally ob* 
^ferved, j%oi to have, produced any of their 
mafter-pleces before the age of thirty, or 
• ti&ereabouts ; and that Mr. Pope's genius ri- 
pened earlier, was owing, it is Uitd, to a hap* 
py conjun£lure of concurring circumftances* 
He was happily fecnred from falling inco the 
..^dbaachtfrias^of womea and wine (the too ^'- 

quent 
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-qtsna b»eof hopefoi )noth) hy the weaklnefs 
a^ deikacy at kiiconftitnuon^ and the bad 
f£tBX»'<^i hit iiealtb, I'heiiNifttal vkes were too 
-vMdmirior ^ tender a frame, be npvcr hll into 
iatenperaiiice or diifipation» which is of the 
.gmate&confeqxKcce in prefermng each faculty 
;of the mind in dne vifi^oar* Even his mil- 
tibapen figsne is alledged tohave been of ufeto 
i bias :a8 451' wr^er. ; • » 

'It is- an obfervation of lord BacoQ, that 

« whofoever bat^ any thin€ fixed in his peribn 

that induces contempt^ hath alio a perpetual 

:fpar within to refcue and deliver 'bimfelf from 

,it. Hence it has been thought not improba* 

. ble th^ our poet jnight ' be . animated by this 

Qii^fmftaaee 10 double his diligpence, to make 

• bimr<elf dilBnguiilied. by the .redttude of his 

under Handing, and beautiful turn of inind» as 

ramch, ia be, was:< by. the. deformity of his body. 

- This remark is thought to receive Ibme couu- 

tenance from our au&r himfelf in the/oUow- 

ing'jiiies ; >'^ •> H'-.t > ..i. 



r -. 



f What crop of -wit and hpneily appear^ 
-'Frooi ipteen^> froia obftinacy, batev .or fear » 

See aog^ seoal, and fortiinde fopply ; . 

£v*a avarice, prudence;, iloch, philofophy ;, 
■ Nor iJii|^ue» . maje orfismaJey can we name, 

fiat • wl vilV grow on prtde> or grow on 



^ ^. 1 ihathe iUkUy folfiUed the pr«- 

.» of Horace ip each particolari ^dta t^* 
fecitque puer» fudavit k alHt. 

It 



\ HiWMB anpthfcr ci iq iMiiliaMi^»; t^oiUy |iiO|^ 
itiou9 to ithe ftudiesiof Popcv >» tkis^aeivfy l/mai \ 
col hisy'^iat ;lieJohan&ed a..fQrtin«;tfa£lt>w«8^ki 1 
rdecent.conipetimcT,.andfiiffidaitcjio;(£^S|^ctfae | 
rmalt expenicies^bich, both by ccmBkuammtSL 
refisAion, be required, TJii^ hfc jpaeinsiicid 
from the two xob^ deftrn&ive cneniks Xo a 
: young gdoiUSy. want ajuL.depiendmsce, Kor 
was the circamflance of being pkeed Ijeodeiih 
^o^lcBoOy Ind aii high fiatiob, left propitious; 
iihee diefe ialhioft ooavnidabl^rjnKiiwTafs Jni 
!iininedb theipo£ei&}r in the canejs^ the plea- 
i^ioesy the zndoleaoB, and thexli£ipadda, ;thit 
-accompfliiy abundance^. > . Thus iiisxcnoeived, 
that thdie external aidsyiaafamany.auja&Rficty 
^afliftiDg the.native iribora'fixength'of^itir psetfs 
. genins^ ^baitheif (hard ia this prtamphaiDtipba* 
;du&um. i 

Bht'howtiiitinplumtfiieTerjB«yi»e'thfl^«iieitt 
of the feiEiyooi CntieifQi, yet'it was'fiiU far- 
pailed, 'm a:pDetical Ticuc, .by ifaeRape.of the 
Lock. The former indeed excellw^in die 
dida^ic way, for which he was peculiarly 
formed'!^ ^^i, ckar head and iamng. fBofeontere his 
chaxadteriAicdh^alitiet; kis i chief ibvoe lay 
in the ;uiJdeiilanding, xithar.than jatha ma- 
giaacion: but it is tbejcreaisye .powerof the 
laijb that coBftitQtes.thje,pn^r chaisQrriftiic of 
poecisy; aid, therefore it .is. in the Rape of the 
Lock that Pope principally appeaia^a poet ; 
fince in this performance he has difplayed 
inpfeiimagiiialioa^haromafk hk^athai albrks 
- put togethar.- '. .i-;- ' ^ 

'* ... -•*■!• The 
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•. Tfete^o^te took Its birrh fronxan incideiital 
quarrel that happened between two noble fa* 
«(itlie»> that of lord Petre and Mrs. Fermoi', 
bothof oibraathor*s acquahicance, and of ^6 
Jame iteligion. His lordfhip« in a party of 
fMhWy carried it fo far as to cut off a favou- 
rite lock of the lady's hair, ^ This, tho' done 
in d)e way of gallantry, was ferionily re* 
feoted, as being indeed a real injury. Hence 
thf i« pitfently grew mutual animoiities, which 
facift^ ieen -with concern by a common friend 
to all, that friend requeued Pope to try the 
power of his mu{e on the occafion ; intimatijigi 
that a proper piece of ridicule was the likelieil 
.toeans to extinguilh the rifing flame. Pope 
fcadily tompKed with this friendly propofal> 
aad, the jttaftare reqtiirifig difpatch, his dri. 
defigD was compleated in lefs than a fortni^htf 
^hlch being; fent to the iady, had^ more umn. 
the propoilrd tffe&. Pleafed to the higheft de- 
left with the delicacy 'of the compliment paic(» 
to h^r, ihe fifll communicated copies of it to^ 
tier acquaintance, and then ptrvailed with our 
BQthi>r.td print it: as he did, though not 
Withontthe caution of contealitlg his flame t9 
fo faaftyit fltetch. But the univerfal applauAi 
which the fket^h mef with, put him upon en- 
Vichirtg it With the machinery of the fylphs i 
and In that new drefs, the two can toes extended 
Ve, camt out the following year» .1712, 
red by a letter to Mrs. Fermor, to whom 
rrwards addfelfed another, which is 
»ed far fopetiorto any of Voituri^; ' 
L. Xf. F The 
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The ififertion of the machinery in pro)>eiif 
places, as it is done without the leaft appaar* 
ance of being awkardly iticched ii^, ib it ¥f»s 
always eileemed by Pope himfelfi as an effort 
* of his greatefl ikill and art* as a poet ; and I 
have always efteemed the letter. aboveaReii* 
tioned'to Mr%. Ferxnor, as the- n^ft cngsgii^g 
effort of his fSjiill and art as a letter* writer* 
Biit let the reader judge. 

" Ta Mrs. Arabella Fermor, after her 

marriage. 

f^ Madaniy 

•* YOU arc fenfible, by this time, how 
much the tendernefs of one man of merits is 
to be preferred to the addreffes of a thoufaad j 
and by this time the getuleman you have made 
choice of« is fenfible^ how great is the joy of. 
having all thofe charms and- good qualitiest 
which have pleafed (o manj^y now applied . to 
pleafe one only. It was but juil, that the 
fame virtues which gave you reputation, fhould 
give you happinefs ; and. I can wifhyou no 
greater, than, that yoa may reap it to as. high 
a degree, as fo much good nature mull give it 
to your huiband, , 

<^ It may be expeded, perhap, that one 
who has the title of being a wit, ibould fay 
fomethlng mor^ polite upon tUs occa^on ; but 
I am really more a well-wifher to your felfcity^ 
than a celebrater of your beauty. Beiades, yoii 
a):e now a married womao^ and in ^ fine way 

■ . to 
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to be a ^veat many better things than a fine 
lady; fuch as, an- excellent wife, a faithful 
friend, a tender parent, and, at laft, as the 
confeqaence of them all» a faint in Heaven; 
You ought now to hear nothing, but that 
which is ail' that yoQ ever defired to hear, 
(whatever others have fpoken (p you) I mean 
troth^^ind it 18 with the utmoft that I aiTure 
you, no friend you have, can more rejoice in 
any good that befalls you, is more fenfibly de- 
Ughted with the prrofpe£l of your future happi- 
nefs, or more unfeignedly defires a long conti- 
nuance of it, 

<* I hope you wiji think it but juH, that a 
nan^ who will certainly be ipoken of a3 your 
admirer after he is dead, may have the happi- 
fiefs, while he is livings to be efteemed, 

" Your, &c.'* 

Here Pape appears tbe man of gallantry, 
good«:natUre,. and a thorough knowledge of 
the world. This letter is fometimes annexed to 
the poem not injudicioufly, as rendering the 
entertaunmeat compleat in the happy marriage 
of the heroine. 

This year he alfo publiflied his Temple of 
Fame ; having, according to his ufiial c^iition, 
kept it two years in his ftudy. That objeft of 
the univerial paflion was full upon his thoughtii 
at this time ; he had been, from the firft fet^ 
ting out, ia full ihetch after it, and faw it now 
wilbin his reach : .accordingly, we find him 

F 2 ' in 
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in high fpiriu, diverting bimfelf with the la « 
dies, to one of wbom he feut a copy of hii 
Temple, with an humorous gay epigram^ 
which he introduces m the following words : 

'* Now I talk of Fame, I fend you my 
Temple of Fapie, which is jail come out ^ 
but my feotiments a]>oat it yoa will &c xnoch; 
better by this epigiam. 

What's fame with mest by caAom of the oft* 

tioR» 
Is call'd, in women^ only reputation : 
About them both why keep we foch a pother» 
Fart you with one» and FU r^noonce the 

other." 

A couplet in the fame tafte had flipped into 
the Rape of the Lock« 

Oh ! hadft thou* cmeU been contend to fei;^ 
Hairs lels in fight> or any hairs bat tbefe. 

Some^f the fair»fex taking ofience* as it is 
faid, to theie lines, occafioned the two foU 
lowing ; wherein that delicacy is handled very 
roughly, as being no beti:er than a mere af- 
fei^d piece of prudery. 

Who cenfure moft, more precious hairs woaH 

lofe, 
To have the Rape recorded by hjs mufe; 

la 
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In a paiTage of the letter which accompanied 
this epigram, it appears, that be had now be^ 
gun to tranOate Homer's Iliad, and made a 
good progrefs in it; and, in 17X3* he gave 
out propofals for publifiiing that tranflation by 
fcbfcription. 

He had been prefTed to this undertaking 
fbme years before by fome of his friends, and 
was now greatly encouraged in the deiign by 
others. His religions principles difqqalified 
him from receiving any folid teftimony of hisf 
laerity in the ufoal way, of a place at coarr. 
Common prudence therefore prompted him to 
make the bed advantage lie coald of the repu- 
tation he had. obtained in his trade, and try to 
xaiie an ind^endent fortune by k. And the 
fijccds was fuqh, as muSt needs anfwer, if not 
exceed, his moft fanguine expedations; he 
acquired a confiderable fortune, by^ a fubfcrip^ 
itoQ fo large* that it de^ hanour to the king- 
dom* He &w all parties and denominations' 
join in it, notwithftanding the underhand prac- 
tices of ibme. pretended friends, who in vain 
Qppafed the ftreami. At the head of thefe was' 
fbuod Mr. Addifon. 

Our author had long paid an awful venera^ 
tion to. that rival ; tlie conrcLoufQefs of which, 
ferved to fet'a keener edge upon, his refent- 
now.. But, though the fenfc gf fo much 
rry and falfhood tingled in every v^n, 
e managed it. with the niceft prudence, 
at lafl revenged it with a fatire which does 

- - to. himfeif. 

F 3 The 
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The feveral Heps of his coodufUng this vtry 
critical affair may be feen in his letters on this 
occafion, to which the reader who has not pe- 
rufed them* will thank os for referring him. 
We (hall only obferve, in general, that, among 
other contemptibly mean artifices made ufe of 
by Addifon, to fupprefs the rifin^ merit and 
fame of his rival ; it appears from thefe let^ 
ters, that he difcouraged Pope from inferting 
the machinery in the Rape of the Lock ; that, 
to hurt him with the Whigs, he induftrioufly 
gave it out, that Pope was a Tory and a Jaco- 
bite ; and (aid that he had a hand in writing 
the Examiners. That Addifon himfelf traoi-. 
lated the- firft book of Homer's Iliad, pub- 
lifhed under Tickell's name; which he de* 
tlared, after Pope's was printed, Was (till the 
beH that had ever been done in any language.* 
A lid, lallofall, he privately encouraged GiU 
don to abufe Pope in a virulent pamphlet,, and 
gave himten guineas for the performai^ce. id 
fiiort, this was the moil: dangerous attack that 
Pope ever experienced. How much then does 
it raife the chara£ler of his parts and prudence, 
that he was able abfolutely to defeat it, and 
even to break thefe darts, which envy and ma- 
lignity had forged againft him, upon the head* 
of the forger. 

Thus, with admirable temper and fpirit, he 
preferved his dignity ; and, keeping his mind 
attentive to every means that might render his . 
tranflation more perfefl, he took a journey, a 
little before the death of queen Anne, to Ox- 
ford j 
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ford; to confult fome Books in the Bodleian 
and other Itbraries in that univerfity ; and the 
£rft part of his tranflation was publiihed the 
following year, ' 

. This gave gi^eat fatisfaftidn, fo that his 
finances were now put in fuch a flourifhing 
ftate, that he refolved to place himfelf ne^er 
his friends iii the capital. In that view, the 
fmall affair at-BJrifield being fold, he purchafed 
a houfe at Twickenhrm, whither he removed 
with his father and mother before the expira- 
tion of this year, 17 15. He call? this orle of 
the grand "seras of his days ; amd the taile he 
difplayed in improving the fcat, became the 
general vogue. ' . . ' 

While he was employed in this delightful 
work, he could not forbear doubling the plea- 
fure.hetook in it by communicating it to his 
friendy; v . . * .• . 

'/""-•- ' ^ ' 

'. «* Tlhe youhg ladies," fays he, in' a letter to- 
Mr. Blount^ " may be alTured, that I make 
Nothing new in my gardens, without wilhing 
to fee them print their fkiry ftcps ih every cor- 
»er of thein. I have put the laft hand to my 
w6rk8 of this kind, in happily iiniihing the 
fubteriancous way" (from his 'houfe to his 
garden, under the high-road which feparated 
them} " and grotto, J there found a fpririg 
of the cleareft water, which falls in a| perpe- 
tual rill, that echoes thro* the cavern day and 
j)ight. From the river Thames you fee thro* 
' : F 4 my 



JQ4 RRIT^SH PLUTARCff;, 

i^y arch, op a walk of the wilderneft,. to S^ 
kind of open texpple, wholly coxnpofed of 
jhells, in the rullic manner; and from that 
difiance, under the temple you look down 
thro' a floping arcade o€tt^s, and fee iailj oii» 
the river fuddenly appearing and vanifiung aa 
through a perfpedlive glafs. When. yoa (hut 
the door of this grotto, it becomes, on. the tn-« 
j&ant, from a luminous room, a camera ob* 
fcura : on the waH of which all the c^jeAs of 
the river, hills, woods, and bo;^ts, are form^ 



tng a ti>(>ute^i^U';e in their ^i^blei^diatioias} 
i^nd wjkn ^i^^ve a mind to Ugh^it Mfr il 
9%rds you a viry di^erejot fcene. Irk finiihed 



with fhc!Ts^ interfperfed with pieGeS||Of Jooki 
ing-glafs in angular for^s ; ^nd. in tBe cieling 
is a flar. of the fame materials ; at wldch* 
when a lamp of an oi^^i^l;^ ^gu^^n Q^ ^^^^ 
alabader, is hung in the 'middle, a thoo^4 
pointed Yavs glitter and are refle^ed over ihe 
place. There are. conne^iEed to ^l>is ^oUo^ 
by a narrower paflage, two pprdies^ one to-i 
wards the river, of npooth Hones, f^ll of ligh^ 
and open ; the other towards the garden, (ha-^ 
dowed with trees, and rough with mellst fiintSji 
^d iron ores. The bottom is payed with finji- 
pie pebble, as is alfo the adjoining walk up^ 
the wilderne^ to the temple, in th^ natur^ 
taile, agreeing not ill with the little drippi&g 
murmur and the aquatic idea of the wqo^ 
place. It wapts nothing to complete it but % 
good ftatue,, with aninfciplptipnlike^atj^eaan 
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teotis fii^ardque one, which you know I am 
fa fond o£ ' 

Hajus nympha loci, (acri cuftodia fontis, 
Dormio, diim blanda: feotio murmtir aquae : 

Farce roeaniy quiiqda tangis cava marmoray 
ibmnttm 
Rumpere ; fen bibas, five lavere, tace. 

Nymph of the gcott, thefe facred fprings I 

keepy 
And to the murmur of theft wft^ff^ep. . 
Ah ! ipare my ilumbers, g<iatl|fTKad the cave> 
Attd- drink in fiience, or in filence lavi^. 

. **, Yoa^! think I have been very poetical la: 
this deicription, bat 'tis pretty . nearly the 
With." 

Thift letter waa wrote in 1725-: he after^- 
wards wrote a poem.appait in a necaliar caft^ 
^nd kind :. and Mr. Warburton informs us>. 
that the improving this grotto- was the favour 
lite amafement of his declining years ; fa 
that* not long before his deadly by enlarging 
« and incnifling it about with a vaft number of 
oces and minerals of the richeft and rareit 
kinds, . he had made it one of the mo& elegant ' 
and romantic retirements that is any wheK to' 
be feen« 

«* And,** adds that writer, "the beauty o£. 
his poetic genius^ in the dtfpofmon and orna«> 

F 5 menta 
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inentsof thofe romantic materials, appeared to» 
as much advantage as in any of his beft con* - 
trived poems." 

' His father fanrived this removal only two 
years, dying faddenly, after a very healthys . 
life, at the age of feventy-five. He was bu- 
ried by his (on at Twickenham, who erected 
a handfbme monument to his memory, with 
an inicription celebrating his inBOcehee^ pro* . 
bity, and piety. As he was a PapiH, he could 
not puTchafe, nor put his money to infereft^ 
oit real fecurity; and, as he adhered to the 
intereft of ki^g James, he made it a point of^ 
confcience, not to lend it to the new govjern* 
ment ; fo tkat^' though he' was worth near 
twenty thoa(and pounds, when he leftt)ff hti^ ' 
iinefs, from the fame principles, at the revo^ 
lution ; yet afterwards liviag upon the ftock, 
he left our poet to the management of (b nar- 
row a fortune, that any one falfe ilep would' 
have been fatal. 

This rigid nefs of the old gentleman's Jaco- 
bite principles betrays an uncommon degree of"' 
bigotted weaknefs, which it was the fon's care^. 
as much as poflible, to keep onl of fight. This* : 
was a part of prudence, a^ well as piety,' and 
wie find him throwing a. veil" over it more thaii> 
once. 



For right hereditary tax'd and fin'd, 
HjB iluck to poverty wkh peace of niind. 
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— -s — What foftane, pray? Their own ; 
And belter got than Beftia's from the throne. > 
Born to no pride, inheriting no ftrife. 
Nor marryiiag difcord in a noble wife : 
Stranger to .civil and religious rage, 
The good man walk'd innocuous thro' his 

age: 
No courts he iaw, no faits would ever try ; . 
Nor dar'd an oath, nor hazarded a lye. ^ 
Unlearn'dy. lie knew no fcbool-^man's fubtle 

ar^; 
No language^ but the language of the heart: 
By nature honeA, by experience wife; 
Healthy by temperance and by exercife. 
His life, tho*. long, to ficknefs paft unknown ; 
His. death was inftantj and without a groan. 

The old gentleman had fometimes recom- 
flleaded to our author, in his ear4iell years, the 
fiudy of phyiic, as the bed means of repairing 
that waile of the fubftance which from his 
own principles was rendered unavoidable. But 
this muft 'have gone no farther than a innple 
propofal, fisce we are afTuired by the fon that 
ne brokp no duty, nor diibbeyed either parent, 
in following the trade of a poet ; and his fa*^ 
ther had the^fatisfa£lion of living long enough 
to fee him in a fure way of making a genteel 
fortune by it. . 

In* verity, want of a due attention to this 

neceifary point was none of our poet's weak- 

lefs I on the contrary, we fii^ him taking all* 

F 6 oppoz* 
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op>portunities to pttih it to the ottnoft. fir 
this fpirity not fatisfied with the gol4«a tide 
that was coniinaally flowing in how his tranf- 
lation, he pablfibed, in 17179 acolledioii of 
all the poedeal pieces he had wrote before ; io*^ 
which the xegard to his fbrtoBC had tindeni^l/ 
n coniiderable ifaare. He proceeded in the 
fame fpirit to give a new edition of Shake^ 
fpear; which being pnbliflied in '172 1, diiW. 
covered, that he hadconlblted his fortune iar. 
the ondeitaking moce than his fame* . - 

The Iliad l^eing fini(hed, he engaged npooF 
the like footing to undertake the OdyScy ;' 
and that work being coaipleated in 1725^ the 
following yea^was employed, in concert withr. 
l^is a€bciates, Dean Swift and Dr. Arbuthfi«t^ 
in printing feveral volumes of li^icellanifis. « 

About uiis time, he narrowly efcaped lofingr 
Jlis life as he was returning home in a friendV 
chariot; which, onpa£ng a brid^^e, happenedri 
to be overturned^ and thrown wsth the horie». 
into the river. The glafies were up, and he 
not able to break them ; fa that h^ was in 
imiuediate danger of drowning, when, the 
podillion, who had Juft recovered himfel^ 
came to his reli^i broke the ghifs widch was' 
nppermoft, took him out, and carried him to 
the bank ; but a fragment of the broken glals* 
cut one of his hands fo defperaitdy, that he 
loft the ufe of two of his fingers. 

He had now made fnch a fence about his 
'prtune, as put it out of danger; and the liker 
I'ence, which he .had been long labouring toe 
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ifise about hi$:hm9f bmg Bm^hedift «W Doi^ ^ 
eiad, tlkftt &tue came out^ in tke y^ar ly^p 
ki 4to. 

He fomewlierr obfenwi, TJttt the life of 
anautlior is aftate of war£arej^ and bevha^^. 
im tbis attack, or, aaiber» kxies of attacks* . 
Aewed bimiblf a complete general in the art 
of thk kind of. war^ f abius. cua^aado, &c* 
Qur poet bore the inftilts of bb eneaDies foil: 
teo years hsbte be baearded a geneial battle^ 
be was all that while climhi^ th& bills <^ 
Fasiiaflus.;, duriog. wbichy be coqld not forbear:: 
&me flight (kirmilbes ; and the fuccefi o£ theft 
was of uf<^ in ihewing; him his faperior 
Arenglby and ^elreby. adding confidence to his 
c^^* , bntbe waa now Jmted iafely on the. 
ibmsnui: ,be^air be. badi.obtained wbat» i». 
hia own oainion» is the baj^dl end of life» 
tbe.lovecof vainaMe men ; smd the next feli- 
«tty> be declare«^ was to gel rid of fools and 
icctandiels : to wUch end, afcer having« by^; 
^ireral afieiSkd' marches and counler*marches,^- 
brovg^ the.wh^e army of them into hi»^ 
pflwery.he.faddenly fell upon them with a pe7«l 
ai ineMiUe aa^ the . fword of. Michael the: 
aieb^'ang^^ and made .an..AbfolttCely nniver**. 
M flaogbter of tkeai^ ikScni^ sot a fingle; 
IbnLto cfca|»e 1^ fitry.. . 
: The poem, caniioaily. made it».ft^ appear^. 
iBce, as a maiked-batteryv in Ireland ; nor*^ 
indeed, was the triumph completed without 
""e afiiftancBof om aotfioihVandoubted' feeond, 
nm. Swilt^ wbpi^ bmriAg. fi^jufiiadit witbr 

Ibmp 
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fome cxqaifitdiy wrbo»&t aitillety, in that • 
pompous (igare-it made a new app^amnce, ' 
printed at London in 1728. 

This edidoh wis p^ented to the. king and 
queen, by Sir flobert Walpole ; wHo probably ~ 
at thi» time offered. to procare Mr. Pope a , 
peniion ; which he refofed with the fame fpi* 
lit as he had fonnerly done to an offer of the • 
fslme kind made him by the lord Hailifax ^ 
which fpirit of odr author ^in declining thi» « 
b#er of Sir Robiett's feeins to be expreifed' in. 
ar fetter of his^ aboatthis time, to his frieniL 
Dean Swifts 

** I was once before^'' fiys he, ^'dirpfeafed! 
at yo«i for complaining to Mr» — ^..n-x>f my: 
not having a peiiiion^; I am fii again, at your 
naming it tp a '(:ert»n >ovdw i.haye giveo^. 
proof, iii the tourfe: oi toy Itle^ - from the tine . 
when I was in the friesdfiup^f lard Bolia|^> 
broke and Mr. Crag^s,' even- to this time 
when I am civily treated by Sir -Robert .WaU: 
po]e, that I never thought myfelf fo. warm in. 
any party's- cade^ 'as ta tdefiu'.re • their money,; 
aend th^efbre would oever-have accepted iti I: 
defire you to takft oiFtany impreflions wliiok» 
that diak)gfie may haVe left- upon his lord-' 
{hip's mind, as if I ever, had any thoughts of: 
being beholden to him, or. any other, in that 
>vay.** 

One of the ;proofii here intkoatcd, was the* 
vefoial he had giveoy. inahx years before, 10. 

aal 



ALEXANDER POPE; itr 

a» ofi«r of the fame kind^ by* lord Mallifax ; ^ 
as appears bf a letter to that lord^ as early as 
the year 1714^; where he writes in theie. 
terms:' . . • . - 

. . ... >■ 

•* My Lord», '^ 

" I AM obliged to you, both for the fo* / 
vottrs you have done nie, anil for thofe yoai in- ^ '^ 
tend roe. I diflruil neither your will, nor 
ytour memory, when it is to d^ good ; ^dy^ 
i^ ever I become troublefome or ibiiicitoirs, it ^ 
naft not be oot of expedation, but out of gra- 
titude. It is, indeed, a high ftrain of genero- 
lity in yov, to think of making me eafy all 
mv life, only becaufe I have been fo happ^ 
as ta divert yDU a few hours; butjif 1 niay*^ 
liKve leave to add, it is becaufe ybu^ think m^e 
no enemy to my native eodntry^ there will ap^ 
pear a' better realbn ; for £ rauH* of cohfe- 
qjience be very mucin fts I iincerely am^ 

-I 

" Yours,, &c.'*' 

• It is alfo weir fenttWn,, tjiftt Mh Cr^ggs, in* ^ 
17 ?o, gave him a fobfcriiption for one hun*.- ^ 
dred pounds in the South-Sea, of which he- - 
fliade no fAanrier of iife; 

As thefe offers muft be underftood to be^ 

made in th^view of taking him off from his 

^tachments to his friend ^, hisrefufat-of them 

ire fo many ilioilrions: proofs of his fl:eadiher9 

that point. Yet he declares, iti a Jett^r Uh 
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fl>n 8wift» dat. lie had perfiwfd oUtgsdims* 
pWhich he would ever picferve^ . to meo of dif* 
Sferent fides.. > ... 

' In I729t our poet, in the view of fitting - 
^^yet another fence about his fortune, purchafed 
j^n annuity of one hunditd pounds for his. 
jOwn life, that of his mother being likewiie 

fy The fame year, by the advice of lord Bo* 
lifigbrQke, he turned his pen to fubje^s of mo- 
^rality; «}d aopordingly^efiadhiai^ withtho 
"afiiflauceof that friend, at work this year upon 
his Ei&Ly on Man* The fcjlowing extrail of - 
a letter to Deas Svfdft, 4if<tov«es t&resafon o£' 
]lis lordfliip's adviqe* - y 

at ■ ' ' ■ ^ ■ 

2^'«« Bid him [Pope] tjJktoyoeoftheworfc 

AC. is about, I hc^in good eacneft; it i»,m: 
fine one, and will be in his handa aa origin^* 
His fole compliant is, that he finds it too esAyt ■ 
in the execution. This flatters his lazineft^ 
It flatters my judgment; who always thougbt/. 
that, univerfal as his talents are, this is emi- 
nently, .and peculiarly, his, above all the^ 
Igniters I know* Hying or def|d$ I do not ek*. 
pt Horace." ♦ 



Pope tells the dean, in the next letter,, what^ 
tiib work was. 

«< The work he [BolihgbrokeJ fjpeak^ of 
n^ith fuck abundant paroaHty, is a ^ften of 
Ethics, ia the Horatian wayj' 
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la aaotker ^ttcr, imttcn probably in tht 
entrance of the fbilowittg year, w« fee t)ie ge« 
neral aim. which, at leal, he wifi^d fiii|ht bf 
attfibated to this work. 

<* T am juft BOW writing, or rtlhef planning 
a book to hang mankind to look upon this ]if« 
with comfort and pleaftire ; and pot moralit^r 
in good kumoor." 

This fubjed was exactly foited to hi» grniu»; 
be found the performance eafy to a degree that 
furprisBodrhin^felf, and he thereapon employed 
hi» leifture hoias io piufuing the &m€ deiiga ift 
kia £thic Epiftlcs, which came out leparaieljr 
io.tbe coqrk of the two fpUowiag years. Bot 
a great clamour was railed again fl the Poarth 
of tiMfc £piilka, addreifedrto Locd BoliAgbcoke,. 
upoi^ Tafts ; and the chara^r of Timon ift 
it gave great. oFence^ The defcriptioa, it ia 
&id» was too plain fiot to be knliwn who waa 
pointed at ; and the late duke of Chandois il 
as (aid wrote- to our anth^ in fuch a manner at 
aiade him ien^le, that be ought to have con<* 
Bn^d hia&U to a made chara&er. 

Mr. Pope* we are told, b^gan to wiik he 
bad not carried the matter fo far» bat there was 
ao racedin^ ^ aU he could do was to palliate 
tfce bofiaefe ; and this waa doae in a letter h^ 
Mr. CfeJand to Mr Gay, in December, 1731. 
But this letter was not fatisfa^to^y, nor yet one 
kft wxotc JQ tfafs d»ke pralaffiBg his^imio€ciiGe« • 

' AU 
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All this whilet he had the pleafare to fee 
the Epiflle fell (o, that it went through the 
pte{s a thir^ time very ^oon. Thereupon , to 
high fpirits, he publiihed a leUer to lord Tur- 
lington, the March following ; wherein hav- 
ing taken notice of the clamour which, he 
fays, through malice and miftake dill conti* 
nued ; he expre^es his refentmcBt of this 
cfage, difavows any deiign againft- the doke» 
makes him feveral high compliment^ and 
then proceeds thiis : ' 

" Certainly the writer dcferved more can- 
doUx> even in thofe who*know him not, than 
to prpmote a. report, which, in regard to tliat 
noble peribn was impertinent; in regard to. nvc 
villauno«6. 

«< I have tal^en»'* continues he, ** an oppor-' 
t unity of the third edition, to dechte his b€-> 
lief not only of my innocence, but of their ma* 
lignity ; ef the former of which my heart i» 
as confcious, as I fear fome of theirs, mufi: be 
of the latter ; his humanity feels a concern for 
the injury done to me. while his greatnefs of 
mind can bear with indiference the infult of* 
fcred to himfclf." 

After this, he concludes with threatning t^ 
make uTe of real names, not fi6litious ones, ia- 
his enfuing works ; and how far ihe went into 
the execution of that menace, will prefently be 
fceni fojT.the unreafonable complaints which. 

. wwe 
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were made againfi this Epiflle by fome fecrel 
eneinies, put -him upon writing iatiFes, in 
which he ventured to attack the charadters of 
ibme perfons of high rank ; and the affroftt 
was refented in Aieh a manner, as provoked 
him to let loofe the whole fury j>f his fatirical 
TBge againft them, which wats poured forth ii^ 
profe and verfe. ' 

In the firft fatirc of the fecond book of Hoi 
race, he had defcribed lord Harvey and lady 
Mary Wortley Montague, fo chara^eriftically, 
under the names of lord Fanny and Sappho^ 
that thefe two nobre^erfonages did not only 
take up the fame weapons agaitifi the aggreiTor^ 
but ufed 'all their intereft among the nobility^ 
and even with the king and queen j to* hurt 
kinr. 

This laft injury was what Pope complained 
of moft ; and, for that reafon, the letter 
which he wrote in anfwer to it was ihewnl to 
her majefty as foon as it was finifhed, which 
concludes with iheie words : 

" After all, your lord(hip will be careful 
not to wrong my moral charafier with |hof# 
under whofe protedlion I live ; and through 
whofe lenity alone I can live with [comfort. 
Your lordfliip, I am confident, upon confider- 
ation, will think you inadvertently went a Kt- 
tle too far, when^ you recommended to their 
perufal, and ftrengthencd hy the weight of 
your approbation, a libel mean in its reflec- 
tions upon my poor fignrei and fcandalous in^ 

thofo 
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0ioCe upon my hoDOur and integrity ; wherein 
I W3S reprefented as an enemy to human race, 
H murderer of reputations, a monder marked 
byOcd like Cain, deferving to waader ac-^ 
curfed through the world. — A ftrange pi&iire 
p( a man* who had the good ^rtti^e to enjojr 
jsaany friends, who will be always remembered 
^8 the firit ornament of his age and country^ 
ai^ no enemies that ev^r continued to be heard 
of, except Mr. John Dennis and your lord- 
ihip. -.-*A maa who never wrot9 a line, in 
w}dck the religion Or government of his eoun-» 
try, the royal family, or. their miniftry, were 
dHrelpe^fttlly mentionea ; the animofity of 
any one party gratified at the expen<;e of ano* 
Ih^er ; or any cenf^re pail, but upon knowik 
vices, aclcnowledged folly, or iaggreffing itn'^ 
^rt$JDien.ee* It is with infinite plctrore he 
findsb &at fpme men, who feem ashamed aix4 
nfraiid of nothing elfe, are fo very fenfible oB 
tills ridicule; and 'tis for that very reafon, li«t 
refolves, by the grace of God* and your lord* 
Slip's good leave. 

That, while Me breathes, no rich or noblo 

knave 
Shall w^k the world in credit to his gtav«: 

*• This he thinks is rendering the beft fcr- 
vice he can to the public, and even to the. 
^ood government of his fellow-creatures, j^or 
titta, at lead, he mdiy d«ferve fomecommenda- 
lidns firom. the greiit^ perlbas in it^ Yoi^ 
, . : ' ■ lordihip 
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lordfiup knows of whom I fpealc — • theit 
names I fhould be as (brry, and as much 
afliamed, to place near yours on facli an oc« 
cafioa» as I mould to fee yoQ, my lord, placed 
£o near their perfons, if you could ever makd 
fo ill an «ie of their ear as to afperie <ir mi£» 
oepreieot an innocent man/' 

Pope did not think proper to print this^let« 
ler; nor yet, what is more remarkable, to 
conamunicate it to his friend Swift ; to whom 
lie excnied himfelf in a letter, fent with hit 
Fourth EiTay on Man, and his EpifLle to lord 
Cobham. 

** There is a woman's war,'* iays he, «< de- 
clared againil roe by a certain lord ; his wea« 
pons are the fame which women and children 
life ; a pin to feratch, and a fquirt to befpat* 
ter. I writ a fort of anfwer, but was afliamed 
to enter the lifts wkh him-; and» after ihew* 
ing it to fome people, fuppreifed it : other« 
«ttfe it was fuch as was worthy of him, and 
worthy of me,?' 



He had before given that friend an account 
t>f this a£air, and of his own condad in it» 
JLS follows : . , 

*^ That I am an author, whofe chara^lera 
are thought of feme weight, appears from the 
^eat noife and buftle that the court and 
town make about me., I defire your opinion 

as 
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AS to lady 's and lord --t'-^s perforraance. 

They are certainly the top wits of the qoortj. 
and you may judg6> by that iingle piece* 
, Vvhat can be done againil me ; foe it was la** 
boured, correded, pre- commended, and paft 
difapproved ; To far as to be difowned bj 
themfelves, after each had highly cried it up 
for the other's. 

. I have met mith Come complaints, and have 
heard at a diflance of ^me threats occafioned 
by my verfes. I fent fair mefTeges to acquaint 
them where 1 was to be foand in town, and 
to offer to call on them at their houfes to ia«- 
tisfy them; and fo it dropped." It is very 
poor in any one to rail and threaten at a dlA- 
cance, and have nothing to iay t6 you when 
they fee you," 

. He knew well the nature of his friend, and 
this addrefs was ad hominem ; accordingly he 
received a moil comforting anfwer, which 
concludes thus : 

" Give me a {billing, and. I will infure 
you, that pofterity ftiali never know one fingle 
enemy, excepting thofe whofc memory you 
havjB. prefer ved." 



After this, he continued writing fatires till 
the year 1759, when he entertained fome 
thoughts of undertaking an epic poem ; 
which, however, proved abortive. He has 
told us in the Epilogue .the reafon of his lay* 
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tag down his pen on thofe iatirical iubje6ls ; 
and he gave the true one for laying down hU 
moral eHTays long befdEe to^r. Swift. 

" I am," fays he, ** almoft at the end of 
my morals, a3 I have been long ago of my wit; 
ny fyftem is a fliort one, and my ctrde nar-> 
cow« Imagination has no limits; that is a 
fphere in which yon may move on to eternity : 
bnt where one is confined to troth, or, ta 
Tpeak more, like a human creature, to the ap« 
pearances of truth, we foon find the (hortnefs 
of our tether^" 

• This was not kis caie as a fattriA ; the tart- 
fiefs of that Jaih' was too liquorifh to be cloy* 
jing . . Though he was drawn out of the fphere 
^' a while by fome more immediately intereft* 
iDg'.views* yet we fhall fiiid him returning to 
it ^gain in. a little time, and continuing to 
move in it till death arretted his fteps. 

In the int^im, feveral of his familiar Iet« 
iers having (tole into the world without his 
privity, he publifhed a genuine colledlion of 
theni in 1737 ; the avowed incident for which 
publicatioais retailed in the Preface, and the 
truth of it refts upon our author's name. 
• The ilory is undeniably (bme what intricate, 
^hich caufed^a fofpicion that fame cunning had 
l>een ufed by, him ; but we mail content our* 
felves with another reafon for publiihing thefe 
letters at this time, which confidere them as a 
part of the deiign of bis Magnom Opus^ or 

his 
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^s £% on Mam Ethic Efxtftles, aiM Sti 
tires. 

■" My opinion is," fxys D. Warburton, 
^ that tli^e iii%ht be collei^ed fromtketn th« 
be&, fyftem that ever was ivrott for theeondydl 
of human life» at leaft to ihame aU reafonabla 
men OQI of their follies and vices i and« no 
doabtf the aianner in which Mr. CorU got 
^loiTeffion of fosie of theiD-» is a 6aming in-* 
%aoce o£ the corraption of the 4ige*^ 

Whatever ma^ be thought of this rcaibn, it 
is certain the incr-eaie of bis purfe had no 
fnall fliare i«i the jBotivea for pabliihing' 
them. Familiar letters betwixt perlbns of 
any reputation will always meet with seaders | 
and the r^afon of it is well exprefled in theft 
very letters by lord Bolingbioket who» ia^a 
l^oilfcript tf> one of Pope^ to Swifts writit 
thus: . 

-*' I feek neepiftolary fame, but am a good 
•deal pleafed to think, that it will be .know« 
hereafter that you and I lived in the moft 
friendly intimacy together.— *JPliny/'continctet 
his lordihip^ writ his tetters for the public; fb 
^d Seneca ; ib. did Balzac» Voiture, Sec. 
Afully did not; a^d therefore thefe give, ut 
more pleafure. We Cee Cato, and Brutus, 
and Pompey, fuch as they really were, and 
not fttcb as the gaping muUitoderof their owtt 
age took them to be^ or ashigorian&and poet$ 
. ' have 
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%avd tt^pj^ientedibe^'tous^' — That Is another' 
pieafare, 

'* I r^fnoiaber to ha,rc fcen a proceflion at 
Aix la Chapelte, wherein an itnage of Charle* 
snagne is carried On the ftoulders 6f a man, 
who is hid bf the kmg robe of the imperial' 
&int. Follow him into the veftiy* yofu fee the 
bearer flip from under the robe, and th^ gi- 
gantic figure dwindfift intift ktt itnage of an or- 
dinary fize^ .and is &t by. among, other lum- 
ber."' ' « * 

r 

I 

His loedihip^s i^mark i» fMideniarbly very 
Jui^, and unavoidably tnrn» our eyes upon his 
pupil, who is the perfon chiefly concerned in 
It'. Accordingly, 'We fihd, iii th^fe letters, 
tiot only that he had given into foqic gayeties 
in his youth, as Weii as' other ^ofet^, ftfr t^at 
he had made public condition of lotig^ before; 
tint, what was at this time partictttarly inte- 
TefHng', thefe letters difcovef the peculiar fling 
iti the name of Sappho, > under which he fati** 
Axes lady Mary Wdrtiey Montague. 
' That pwtienre^ ; Mrs. BKxabetb Thomas, 
fc caller by het-keft)«rMi'. Cromwell, be* 
nig entrriftea fey \hi Utter t6 pifeferve ffevcra! 
monr authpt*i letters which he had fent to 
Cromwel}; fhefold thenr to Cutll, who, it is 
iiud, made Qf6 of them as ib many decoy-ducks 
to draw ia others f and, by that means, the 
fnrr^titioos editionisf our atr^^dr's letters was 
t»m{>1eted: ,^ fbf whicW^'r^afeil otnp'aftktft' 'firnt 

Vol. XI. O the 
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Ahe following rondeau to Cromwell^ that, It 
might be communicated to her. ' ' / ' r 

You know where /ou did ^effiCc', , . 
T'other day, my little eyes. 
Little legs, and little thighs^ 
And Something elfe of little fize,^ 

You know where* " , . . , 

* ' 1 ' ^ * 

You* 'tis true, have fine b^ack eyes, ^ 
Taper legs, and tempting thighs : 
Yet what more than all we prize 
Is a thing of little fizc. 

You know where. , ; ' 

It was abpQt this time, th^t, the ill Hate 
of Pope's health {laving fi:equently drawn, him 
to Bath, he could not long remain there ujq* 
known to Mr. Allen, a very eminent 'Qualcer 
who refided near that place, and was fo mucl^^ 
pleafed with the Letters of our poet, as to' 
feei^ an opportunity, for contracting a friecKl- 
. ikip with xheii author J thi refult of wWh. 
was his acquaintance vyith Mr. Warbnrto^ ^ 
wHo tells' us, he had, before the commeACe^ 
ment of this intimacy, * wrote his Commentary 
upon the Art of Criticifm» as alio on the EfTay 
on Man. , , ^ , , . -» . , v 

The great complaint o^ that eiuy was it«> 
AC^uriity.^.jWhich ^uj au^^pr Jia^ been uA^ of 
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hy his friend Dean ^Swifc, who wrote t6 him 
thus upon its firit appearance : 

«• I confefs," iays that friend, " in fome 
few places, I was forced to read twice* I be- 
lieve I told you before whit the duke of D— - 
fkid to me on that occaiion ; how a judge her« 
who knows you, told him, that, on the firfl 
reading chefe eflayis, he was much pleafed, but 
found Tome lines a little dark ; on the fecondt 
moft of them cleared up, and his pleafure in- 
creafed ; on the third, he had no doubt re- 
maining; and, that he admired the whole*" 

But their obfcurity wars comparatively a fmall 
fault ; the author was alfo charged with having 
laid a plan of deifm. It was againd this ob* 
je6lor, that Mr. Warburton firft entered the 
liffs, in defence of Pope, in thefe Commen- 
taries; and Mr. Pope, iti a letter to him on 
this occaiion, acknowledges the obfcurity of 
his piece, 

; "You have," fays he, " made my fyflem 
as clear as I ouglit to have done, and could 
not': you underlland me as well as I do rny-f 
fclf, but you exprefs me better than I expref^ 
myfelf." And, in a fubfequent letter upoi^ 
the fame fubjedt, he goes dill further : " Ycu 
iindeJ-ftand my work,** fays he, '« better tli^n 
1 do ntyfelf/* , ^ 



.'• 
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Mr« W^rbarton'a Conun^ntiuy^ being thusr 
approved^ the Ef&y on M^ wa$ re-pubjiihedj 
4kerewith in 1740. But it appears, from t&oie 
ackapwle4gnAents,o( Mr..Pop«» a>if loril Bo- 
*fingl^rok|j|« who confelie^ly n2xni(he4 th«mat«« 
ter of^ine Efiay, bad put more into our au- 
thor's head than he wa« able pcrfedlly to. com- 
rehend^ This edition, with t^e Commei^kt^ 
iT \va9 tranflated into French, by a gentlemaa. 
belofiiging to Monf. Cropaby, an amba&dor.* 
Mr. Pope defired his friend Warburton'to pro- 
cure a good tranflation of the Eflay on Man, 
into Latin profe^ which was begun by a gen- 
t)eman of Cambridge.; hxkX. a fpecimeir wnick 
was Cent to our au^hpr not happemag to pleaie 
him, that delign proved abortive. 

It was alfo at the inftance of Mr. Warbur-* 
.ton, that our author added a fourth book to 
the punciad ; which was jprinted ieparately 
in the year 174a. 

About the time that Pope acquainted his 
lall-'meniioned friend wkh bis deiign to add 
this book to the three former of the Dunciad, 
^they.went together to Oxford,' where Mr, Pope 
J) ad ithe compliment made to him of an offet 
*of a doctor's degree in law; which hechuitng 
to wai^e, went further well to vifit fome 
friends, leaving his fellow-traveller in the nni* 
Verfity ; who ftaying there, a ^y longer tci 
Vifit his friend Dr.' John Conybeare, dean of 
Chriftchurch, received a meilage thaj day from 
the vice-chancellor, by a perfon of eminence 
ip the uaiirerfity, with the like compliment, 

to 
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to know if a doftOr*« degree in divinity woul^l 
be acceptable to Mm. The offer was enter* 
caked in a very deferent manner from the for- 
mer to Mr. Pope. But this latter prored • 
meer compliment, the makers of it being, 9? 
It l^enis, miftaken in imagining, that one 
frieod woald not chi^fe to be dodlored withpot 
the other ; (b that, when the congregation met 
lor the porpofey the grace pafled in the nega- 
tive,* 

This affront was warmly refented by Mr, 
Warbarton : but he had fafficient amends 
ttiade to him for it by Dr. Thomas Herring, 
Mrchbiftop of Canterbury, who conferred that 
degree upon him not long after; 

In the next year, this whole poem of thd 
DuQci^d came out togetlrer, a? a ifpecimen of a 
3Jioi« correfV edition of his works, which he 
bad then rcfolved^ give to the public : ami 
he made fome progre^ in that defign, but did 
not lire t6 compleat it. * ' ' 

In the former edition, of T742» Mr. Gib- 
ber being then become laoreat, was promoted 
10 the throne of Dullness : which indignity he 
was judged to bave merited by a late attack 
upon bar author, wherein, among bther things. 
Was revealed a ludicrous palfage of his youth- 
ful' days to this purpofe : That Mr. Pope wai 
liecoyed to a brothel by a certain nobleman, 
in compan)^ of Gibber ; who* there, out of 
pore tompaffion, pulled him off one of the la-* 
dies whom he had mounted, and might have 
done himfelf a mifchief. The ftory was tbli 

G 5 with 
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fvith hamor, and* indeed* was no more; thaa 
a very appoflte retarn to a reflefbon cad upon 
.Gibber Toaae years hefoje* in the epillle to Dt* 
jArbuthnoc. ' • - . 

And has not CoIIey dill his lord and^whoreJ 

• The truth is, there had been between them 
i»n irreconcileable qaarrel of a long ilanding^ 
^bich, unluckily for Pope, and with foai^ 
Uttle. blemi(h to his charader, begun in the 
play-houfe ; and he contin4ied in a (late of 
v/arfa/e with the players ever after. In the 
Jp[iean time, Cibber thrived, procured many 
valuable friends, and at 1 aft obtained the laa«- 
reat's place. 

All this was apparently beheld with na 
pleafing eyes by his antagonift, who now re- 
ibh ed to take his full revenge by making hina 
the hero of his Dunciad. To this purpofe, 
no art that he could deVife was left untrie4 
again f): this haied rival. The farce began 
with an 96X of fettlement up«n the throne*' 
which runs thus : ' 

"BY virtue of the authority in as veded^ 
hy the adl of fubje^ling poets to the. power of 
a licenfer, we have revifed this piece ; where» 
£nding the flile and place of king have beeo 
given to a certain pretended pfe ado- poet, or 
phantom, of the name of Theobald ; and 
ai^rehending the fame may be deemed, ia 
fome fort, a reflei£lion on majeily^ or, at leail-^ 

an 
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Am eilcroachmept on that legal authority, 
which has beflowed on another perfbn the 
^ crown of poefy : We order ihe (aid pretended 
•pfeado-poet, or phantom, utterly to vanifh 
and depart oat of the work ; and declare the 
faid throne of poefy, from this inllant, to bo 
abdicated and vacant, unle(s duly and lawfulljr, 
fapplied by the laurcat himfclf : and it is here- 
by enabled, Ihat no other perfon prefume to 
fill the &me.'* 

And, left this (hould not befufHcient, there 
.was prefipced the following advertifement : 

^* It was cxprefledly confeffed, in the Pre- 
face tothefirft edition, that this poem was 
not publifhed by the author himfelf. Jc was 
printed originally in a" foreign country ; and 
whai foreign country ? Why, one notorious 
for blunders ; where, finding blanks only in- 
dead of proper names, thofe blunderers filled 
them up at their pleafure. The very he roe 
of the poem has been midaken to this hour ; 
fo that we are obliged to open our notes with 
a difcovery who he really was. We learn froni 
the former editor, that this piece was prefented 
By the hands of Sir Robert Walpole to king 
George the' Second. Now the author diredtly 
tells us, his heroe is the man 

---- who brings 
The Sihithfield mufes to the ears of kings. 
* G 4 And 
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And it h notoriouf to whom this f rino^coii* 
(erred the hpiioar of J4IUKIU.." ' ., ; 

Tp ;hefe jocoi« attempts tp fix the intended 

,hfAmy upon Cibber, there was added another 

^tBithe ferious way^ in the edkiop of 1745, 

by Mr. WatbiHton -, who tells us, he had 

long bad a defieii of gWlng; fome Cpct of notes 

,cn the work of this poetj^ before "he- had any 

acquaintance with him.' He/chQujght foilie 

were wantin? of a more ferious kind. 



\ 



" I had lately," continues he, ** the plea- 
fure of pafling fome months with the axiihor 
in the country, where I prevailed QPOn hin to 
do^hat he had long defi^ned^v^d favour m^ 
with an explanaition of fcveralpiail^^s.jui his 
works.. It happened, Jjoft. at this jun£tttre» 
that there was publiQied. a fjdiculous book 
agaiDft him full of peiToKial refiedioins, which 
furaifhed him with a'luck^ opportunity of iot^ 
proving this poem, by giving it; the ouly thing 
It wanted, a more confid arable heroe. Ide 
>vas alway* fenfible o( its deleft in that parti-- 
• cular, and ©»ly let the pi«:e paf^ with the 
hero it had, purely fdr. wi^t bjf n better T^npi 
entertaining tW leafl e^ej^eJQn, thatfiii^ a 
one was r^krYe4 for this poil as. ^a)d obtai&ol* 
the laureat. He could no looger deny tki« 
jullice. And yet I ihall venture to fay, there 
was another motive >vhich had ilill more 
i^eight wkb OMT author $. this ptt&A^^wjiq^ 

from 
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fix)ln every folly, not. to, £iy vice, of which 
another w<iuld be aAamed, has caofbtfitiy de* 
lived a vanity, and therefore was the man in 
the world who would leaft be hurt by it.'* 

All this while the general cry ran in favour 
of C(^Iey, and this kft efibrt^on Pope's fide 
was fo far from having the defired efied^ that 
it was turned againU bim» and conftrued Co 
proceed from a confcioufnefs of his newly- 
dnbbed heroe'sTaperiority in the Ocirmiih ; it 
being obfervable, that, jjA thefe pen- wars, 
cpntrary to thoie of the fword, he that keeps 
the Held, i. e» has the laft word^ has generally 
Ihc WQrk of. it. 

The truth is, Cibber, in his pamphlet^ 
promifed to keep bis temper^ and did fo ; by 
which means onr. author was deprived of his 
nfual \^eapons of advantage, abd the laureat 
got fome reputation by his performance ;- 
which confeqnently Mr. Pope muH have loll. 
»^— Thus it hap|>cned, that he was a little an« 
lucky in the choice of both the heroes to the 
Ddnciad. 

his edition of Shakefpe^r proved no better 
than a- Ibil to fct off the fuperioriiy of Theo- 
bald's ; and Gibber bore away the palm from 
him in the drama. We have account of two 
attempts of Pope's, one in each of the tw« 
branches of this, fpecies of poetry, and both 
wifticcefsfttl.. 

He had all his life beeii fubjed to an Babi* 
tual head-ach, and that hereditary complaint 

G ; was 
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%vas DOW greatly increafed l»y a dropfy in hiir 
breads under which he expired on the third* 
cth of May, 1744* in the fifty-iixth year of 
his age. 

His body was depofited, purfaant to his 
Own fequeft^ in (he fanje vault with thofe of 
bis parents, to whofe memory he ha.d ercftec^ 
A monament with an infi:ription written by 
himfeif. It is as follows, bat in capital cha- 
racters. 

D. O. M. 

Alexandro Pope, viro innocao, probo, pio ; • 

Qui vixit an* 75. ob. 17 17. 

St Editha: conjugi, inculpabili, pientiifiinae | 

Qo2c vixit anrtos 93. ob. 1733. 

Parentibus bene merentib^s 

Filius fecit. 

Et fibi. Obiit an. 1744. artatis 56. 

This lafl line was added after his death, in 
pnrfuance to his will ; the reft was done our 
the death of his parents. 

Not long before his death he made his 
Will ; in which he conftituted Mifs Blount 
his tellamentary-heir during ; her life ; and^ 
among other legacies, he bequeathed to Dr. 
Warburton the property of fuch of his works 
already printed, as he had written, or ihould 
write. Commentaries upon, and had not been 
oftherwife difpofed of, or alienated ; with this - 
condition, that they were publilhcd without 
future. 

Aftw 
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After he had made his Will, he wrote lathis 
legatee a letter? in which, having informed 
him of his legacy, he fays, 

** T own the late encroachments upon my 
conflittttion make me willing to (ee the end of 
all further ckre about me or my works. I 
would reft /or the one^ in a fall refignation 
of my' being to be' difpofed of by the Father 
, of all Mei-dfes-j-and; 'ftrthe other, though, * 
indeed, a triflej yet a trifle may be fbme ex- 
ample, I would commit them to the candour 
of a ienfible and refle6ling judge, rather than 
to the malice of every fhort-fighted and male- 
volent * critic, or inadvertent and cenforious 
reader ; and no head can fet them in fo clear' 
a light, or fo well turn their beft iide to the 
day,' as your own.**. 

In difcharge of this truft, that gentleman 

fave acompleat edition, in 175 1, of all Mr. 
ope's works, executed in fuch a manner as, 
he was perfuaded,' would have been to the au - 
thor's fatisfaftion. 

The elegaoce of this edition is very com- 
mendftble,. and it is not to be doubted, but 
that the -author's deiign, as to the colleflion, 
is faithfully obferved, as' far as it could be 
-done^ How far the editor's privilege in writ- 
ing notes extended, is only known to himfelf. 
:vei3al inferted in the firft edition, were left 
»t in the fecond j but ftill feveral were retain- 
, which contain fevere, not to fay, ill-natur- 

G 6 'ed> 



tdp refle^ons, appn tiie atttborVdeaseft frieiuiir 
Tb«re have iiot efcaped cenCure^ 

'Tis faid, that allowing the, remarks to be 
juft, yet the inferting them in his works'muft 
either be an iajory to kift will, or leavf his om*- 
xa\ cbaiader iadefeaiible. One of tj^efe givea 
ropm to CuQpe^ ikU laA to be the caTe with re- 
gard to iheie friebds.- 

Ja the g4th \wv of the 9th volmpie^Mr. 
Fg^e exprt&A bimfie^ tp tlM ol4 &m4^ Dea» 
^Sjwift, dkl^ ; 

* * ■ 

*^ Yo« aik me if I havf got an^ fiipply of, 
new friends t9 make up for them that are 
gone y I think that impoHib^le : but m, whejv 
tkfi coAtioual wafbing of a.nv;er takes away; 
our flowers and plants, it throws weeds andt. 
fedges in their room ; fo the f»)urft o^ tiiM, 
brings us fomething, a» it depiives us of a 
gf^t deal: and, inftead of leaving; m wbal 
we caltivatedrand expe&ed to £ooriib ai»<l 
adorn ufi» gives us only what is of fome little' 
by accident* Thus 1 have ac(|uired<**-^- Bm 
] had my heart hardened, and bluat to mtw 
im^rreifions* Adieu» I can fay no moce, I feel 

* - 

To the word room we fee the following 
tkoCe: , . .. . , 

<< There- are fome- lUokea ia this Ie|ter» 
which can no oiberwife be accounted lbr« tboja 
^y the luittor's tixwm^ compaffign tnd tcr^ 

derhefs 
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Cs of heart, Coo mocb afPedled by the 
coi^UVnts of % pc«y>fl^ old amui, labourmg 
4i|kd impacieii^ noder Ifiit info-flutiea, and too* 
k^teftt o» the friendly office of moUyfyiikg; 

The editor, we iee^ attry>ttte» thefeeipprdf' 
SffSki 0i t]m mttMr's km to ah «iitreimty -of 
cy>iiit>idli«iif that i^. to weaknefs ;, but it i»ae 

thm !to> hi kd^nfekiflKtt |a iloise. othte . wam^ 
enprefioQs lof love to aay of hk mew frieAds,^ 
wmch may m^\ beiappoM to ba th« cafe aft 
the time <A his iMrking this letter, that is, be»< 
£»re he knw Dar. Warb«rtOD» or ^rotc ikiok ' 
}^U9g$ 10 hint that are printed in this voIoom.^ 
wherein, if tlhe cxfveffiont ane?£noere, it ean^ 
HOC be* deniedvihi^ oar amihm bad changed 
]»i» hrai!i ai'littlft fince the time, of hts wtitiiig 
iKe letJter hd^e cited to Dean Swift. Be that 
aa it wilU JLord Orrery yery jnftly dtltiked 
die coatinual complimenting turn of xheGs 
toiersi and tfaofe that have been fiace added 
by Mfl. Warhmton, will give him no reafon t^ 
Ube them hflttsr <ia JiMt accoont. 

In i749:»/4haw wnapttUilhed a treatife by 
lord; 9oliii^i)dre» with a preface^ wherdin 
Mir, Pdpe*s cotidn6l, with regard to that 
piece, wasreprcfent^ a^ a mod ineaicufable 
a£t of treachery to his friend. It was enlitted 

\ Ad«er(iieftLett».aad was drawn up in theft 
ni: 

The 
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' ' . . . f '. 

«< The following papers were written feve* 
ral yearf ago» at ther»|ueft| and for the &ke»- 
of fome particular friends^ without Kht deBgn 
of ever making them pvblic. How the^r 
came to be made fo, at this time, it maj be 
proper to give an account. 

** The origiaal draughts, wenrentrufted to^ 
a man on whom the aodior ihought Itefftight' 
entirely depeod* after, he had 'exwStbd front' 
-liim, ' and taken, his iprtaaifeii dM dwytOiMild ^ 
never go into any hsada except chofe of live or - 
fix friends who w«reiM«ed to-hknt In this* 
confidence the author refted fecorely for ibme 
years; and," though i the was not without^ 
fiifpkion, that they had' been communicatcfd 
to more pofons -than he.intettdedf^bey Ihdtfld' 
be, yet he was kept, by> isepbatcdaltoratic^s,* 
even froni Aifpeding tfaearany obpibs'^^d come 
into hands unknown to' hiui; '^ut this mttti 
was no fooAer<dead,' than he neoeivedinfoAna* 
tion, that an entir^ edition c^ one thoufand 
&ve hundred copies 4}f thefe papterst had been 
printed ; that this y^yman hltd corredieB.the 
prefs, and that 'he had left tbem in the bands 
o^ die printer to be. k^pt widi. great "fecrecy 
till further orders. ^ The* hon^ft- printer kept 
&is word with him better than he kept his 
word with his fHend ; fo 'that the whole edi- 
tion came at lad into the hands of .the authoi*, 
:rxeept fome few cofxies which this.perron had 
taken out of the heap and carried away.' . By 
befe copies it appeared, that the man who 

had 
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lad been guilty of this, breach of trufl, had 
taken upbn him further to divide the fubje6^, 
xnd to alter and omit' pdfUiges according tot 
the foggeftion of his own fancy. 
. «« What aggravates this proceedings is, 
that the author had told him, on feveral oc-* 
cafions, among other reafons, why he would 
n6t coffi^ttt to tHe publication of thdfe papers, 
was. That they had been wrote in too muchr 
hafie and hurry for the pubHc eye, thought 
they might be trufted to a few particalat 
friends; he added, more than once,* that 
fome things required to be ibftened ; others^ 
perhaps, to be (Irengthened ; and the wholes 
ntoft cert^niy, to be corre£led ; even if they 
were to remain, as he then. imagined they 
woald, in the hands of a few friends only.'' 

' The main particulars of this faft were too 
notorious to be denied : but Mr. Warburton 
entered heartily, with great zeal, into his 
friend's vindication ; and en4eavoured even to 
throw^ the greateft' part of the infamy, that 
necelTarily nuck to luch a piece of treachery, 
upon that noble lord ; and by that means 
drew part oft the rei^tment due to Mr. Pope 
upon himfelf, in an anfwer which was pub- 
liAed with this tttfe : * " To the moft impudent 
Man alive.*' 

A dtp of the like kind with this of oar ac»«- 
r, in refpe^ to his friend lord B^— — , was 
ie by his ftend Dean Swift in regard to 

*fi»lf, i. * 4 

" They 
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. " They hayc pdntcd,** fiys he, « in Ire^ 
Wd, my letters to Dr. Swift ; suii, which i» 
the ftrongefl circumftaace, by his own coitfefit 
f od^treSi^Ji* without acf^ttaifttiog loe till it 
WM done.'' 

, Thus he writes to Dr. Warbiirtoii; to 
which that friciid notes. That this was . the 
ftrottgeft rcrectmeiK he [Pope] ever expr^cd 
of thil iDdifcretion of his old friend ; as be- , 
ing perfoa^ed that it proceeded from no ill 
wiil to him/ thoagh it expofed hits to the ill 
will of others: — and it therefore, is to be 
hoped*, that a like.irjdalgence will be exerted 
in attaJBiDg an exqofe for this proceeding o£ 
our author ; diore eipepialiy £nce \yarbttrto» 
aiTures us. That, 

" Tp have been one of the beft pcets fa the 
world was bojt Mff Pope's fecond praife ;. he 
was in a higher dafs ; he was one of the qo« 
nobleft worits of God> he was Aa iioneft; 
Man." , • 

And lotd Qf rcry Qbferyes> That, 

. «* If we ntay judge of hrm by his works^ 
his chief aim was to be efteemed . a man of 
^rirtue. His letters are written in that fty*- 
his lafl volumes are all of the moral kifr-* 
he has av<nded ttifles, and confequently 
efcaped a rock, which has proved ve^ io^i 
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» . * 

rioQS to Dr. Swift's reputation; He has givea 

his imagination full (cope, and yet has pre- 

ferved a perpotoal. ^uira apon'his conau£l, 

:Th^conflitQtion of his body and mind might 

really incline him to the habits of caution and 

referve^ The treatment which he met "^ith 

afterwards, from an irnumerable tribe of ad* 

verfaries, confirmed this habit» and made him 

flower than the dean in pronouncing his judg* 

.nent open perfdtis and things. His |)roie 

writing^ are little lefs harmonious than his 

'Verle : and bis voice, in common coQyerfat3on» 

"was fo naturally muiical, that I remember 

JBoneft Tom Southern uj^d to call him The 

Little Nightifigak. i^is manners were eafy, 

■dflicaite^ and engaging.; ;md he treated hie 

ifrteii&' with a politetkefs that charmed, and jk 

Igenefikfif y that was much to his honour. Bvery 

^neft !f(fgLiimzis happy whhan his doom, pleai* 

&e dwelt under. hzaroofi and elegance pe-^ 

£ded at his table.** 
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The life of 



Jonathan Swift^ 



JONATHAN SWiTH, Doaor of Divinity, 
dean of St. Patrick's, Ton of Mr^. Jonathan 
Swift and Mrs. Abigail Ericlc, was born in 
Dublin, November 30, x667t and was carried 
into England foon after his birth > by his nurie, 
who being obliged to crofs the fea^^nd hav 
ing a norfe's tondnefs for the child at her 
^eaft, conveyed him on ihip- board withbdi: 
,!* i^e knowledge of his mother or relations^ antj 
kept him with her at Whitehkven, m Cumbep- 
land, during her jeiidence three years at that 
place. Many of his friends imagined him to 
be a native of England ; and many others, 
whether friends or enemies cannot be faid, 
were willing to fuppofe him the natural (on of 
fir William Temple. Neither of thefe fag* . 
geftions can be tru^ ; for although, in his an* 
gry moods, when he was provoked at the in- 
gratitude of the Iriih, he was frequently heard 
to fay, ** I am i^t of this vile coumtry ; I am 
** an Engli(hmah ;" yet, in his cooler hoi: 
he never denied his country : on the contra 
he frequently mentioned, and pointed out, 
houfe where he vws born. The other i 
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geftiofi^ concerning the illegitimacy of hfs 
^irth^ is very falfe. Sir William Temple was 
employed as a miniiler abroad from the year 
366c to the year 1670 ; Co that Dr. Swift's 
motner, who never croifed the Tea, except from 
England to Ireland^ was out of all poOibility 
of a perfbnal correfpondence with Sir William 
Temple, till fome years after her fon's birth. 
As the ^reateft part of the dodlor's father's 
income periQied with him, the care, tuition, 
and expence of his children, devolved upoa 
his elder brother, Mr, Godwin Swift, who vo- 
JantM'ily became their guardian, and fupplied 
the lofs which they had fuflained in a father. 
' • The infancy of Dr. Swift pafied on without 
any marks of didindion. At fix years old he 
^ent to fchool at Kilkenny, and about eight 
years. afterwards was entered a fludent of Tri- 
iiity.coHege in Dublin; where he lived in 
perfedl regularity^* and underwent an entire 
' obedience- to the ftatutes : but the morofenefs 
of his temper often readered him unaccepta- 
ble to his companions ; fo that he was little 
regarded, and lefs beloved : nor were the aca'» 
iJemical exercifes agreeable to his genious. 
• He held logic and metaphyiics in the utmoil 
contempt, and he icarce confidered mathema- 
tics and natural philofophy, unlefs to turn 
t^K«>m Info ridicule. 

'^■"^ies he chiefly followed were hiftory 

in which he made no great pro- 

:o all other branches of fcience he 

^ very little application, that when 

he 



HO BRITI5H PLUTARCH. 

appeared as a candidate for bachelor of arid hm 

y^SLs (et ailde on acamot of infofficiency s ao^ 

*even be obtained bis admiilion, fpeciali giada* 

ia phrafe \Mhicb> in that univer^ty carries wida 

it the utmod marks of reproach. Swift war 

full of indignation at the treatment be had re^* 

ceived in Ireland^ and therefore refelved tO' 

'purfue his (ludies at Oxford, Hf^vtcycr, that 

he might be admitted ad eiindem» be w^a 

obliged to carry with him the teflimooium of 

bis degree. The exiprefTion fpeciali gratii it-. 

To peculiar to tfie univerficy of Dubho* that*. 

when Mr. Swift exhibited his teMmoniai at 

Oxford} the members of the Englifii nniver* 

£ty concluded^ that the won!) fpedala gratia. 

mutl figni fy a degree conferred in reward o^' 

extraordinary diligence and learning. He waa 

Immedietely admitted ad enndam^ and entered 

"himfelf of Hart- hall, now Har^ford-college^ 

Svhere he conftantly reiided (feme vi fits to his 

mother at Leicefter, and to nr William Tem* 

pie at Moore -park, e:^cepted) till he took hit 

degree of mafler of arts, which was in the 

jfcar 1691. 

The reader B^f^y be cnrioiu to know in w^at 
mariner Mr. Swift fubMed, or by i^bat cbian* 
Inel the. iprings rdf his revenue were fuppUed^ 
'^'t a time when both kingdoms^ but particulac<* 
Ty Irefand, were in fuch great confufion. 

The reader will sdfo trtmble f«r him, when 
he- is told, that in the year of the revolution 
his uncle Mr. Godwin Swift had fallen into 
a kind ,of lethargy^ which deprived him by 

degrees,. 
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^egsees* of his fpeech and inemory, and^r^n-; 

^ercd kirn 'fotiply incapable of being of the' 

iMkH fervice to^ his ftmil/. ^ ' 

' Bot iti the miM of tkis diftrefied fituattcinv 

ffir William Tempie (whofe lady was related 

to Dr. Swift's, mother) moft generoafl/ ftepped 

in to his affiftance^ and avowedly fbpported 

•his education at thcamverfity of Oxford. Sit 

William Temple's friendlhip was immcdfately 

<ionftraed to proceed from a confcioufnefs that 

lie was the real father. * . ' 

It ooght not 10 be here omitted, that another 
of his father's brothers, Mr. William Swift, 
affiled him when at Oxford > by repeated t6ii 
tif friendlhip and affe^ion. 

Swfft, as foon ss he had fitted the' 
saiTerilty df Oxford, lived, with Sir William 
Temple, as his friend and domeftit com pa-* 
Bion. When he had been about two years 
■mth Sir William, he contradted a very long.. 
and dangerous illnefs, by eating aa immode- 
late quantity of frait> 

To this furfeit he has often been heard to 
aicribe that giddinefs in his head, whkh, with, 
intBrmiffions, iHmetimes of a longer and fome- 
nmes of alhoiter continuance, porfued him, 
till it feemed to complete it? conqu^il, by ren* 
deling him tlie exaS image of one of his old 
Straldbruggs, a miferable fpe^aclc, devoid of 
"try appearance of huma^ natptf , except the 
Cward form. ^ . \ 

'~ mpliance - to hiy 'phyficians, when' he 
'*kmly recovered to travd> he Went 

to 
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to Irehnd to try the ei«^s of his imive'^air •. 

4hd found io much benofit by tho journey^ 
that in compliance to his own incUnation^ he 
foon returned into Englandy and was. again re- 
ceived in a onoft affedionate manner* by Sic 
William Temple, who had now left Moore- 
park, and was fettled at Shene» where he was: 
often vifited by king William. 
. < Here Swift had h-equent conver^dtioiis with 
that prince, in ibme of which the king ofered 
to make him a captain of horfe : which otfer 
in fplenetic difpofitions he always feemed forry 
to have refufed ; but at that time he had're« 
folved within his own mind to take orders, 
and during his whole life, his reiblutions onc» 
fixed, wherever after immoveable, ; Thus de- 
termined, he went over to Ireland^ and inlift- 
ed himfelf under the banner of the church. 

He was recommended by S\r William Tcm-* 
pie to lord Capel, then lord Deputy, who gave 
him a prebend, of which the income was- 
about lool. a year. S\yifc foon grew weary, 
of his preferment ; it was not fufiiciently con- 
fid^rabl,e.« and ,was at^ fp g^eat a diflaace froaiL 
the ip^tropolis, that it abfolutely deprived him 
of that converfation and fociety, in which he 
delighted* 

He had been ufed to; very difierent fcenea 
in England, and had naturally an averHon to' 
folitude and retirement. He was dad thei«'» 
fore to relign^is prebend in favour of a friend* 
and to retu/n tp .;Shfne, ^here he lived. as 
ufual iiU tie death ;9f Sir Willidin Temple 

who 
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wlio bcMe^i^ l^E^^ i° P^^fV^ left, to him (he 
nsifc md xx}fik ofrpAUifl^ngliu po(l<ho<QO|i»^ 

.]J)uring. Swift's. xelfdenc« with Sir WiUiaat 
Tempie, h^ became intimately acquainted 
with a lady^ whom he had diftinguilhed, and 
often celebrated under the nai|ie of Stella. 
Swift married ber^ but nojtwithftanding^ ibe 
was .a m'oi^ .acco;nplifhed. Voman» ,he co^Id 
never be prevailed on ^.own her openly as 
his w^fc, although after her death, (which 
happened, iii 1 727) he could never h^ar her 
mentioned without a figh. 

Upon the death or Sir William Temple, 
Swift ^came to London, and took the earlied 
opportunity o/^cliv^ring. a, pe^dtion to king, 
Wiliam,:un4^r^ the claim of a promife.made 
by his pi^^eliy-tp Sir William Temple, *• that 
^ ^ Mr, .Swift fhould have the firft vacancy that 
** happened aoqong the prebends of Weftmin*. 
*« fler or Canterbury." The petition had no 
e0e^. It was either totally^ forgotten, or 
drowned '^idft the dampur of more urgent 

claims., .^ , -. • .; . ■ ; 

After .a.^long^ and. /auflifs attendance at 
W}i^ehall, M;c. Swift, r^^ntly. gave up all 
thoughts of a fettlemen^ in England. 

l/lr. Swift liad dedicated Sir William Tem«^ 

ple'ft woji;ks to-the king, which dedication was 

-^£leaed» nor did his maieily take the leaft 

ce oF him after Sir William s death. 

f9Pfe^-r?%f jfl^we^ jiij?^.€?,e4' }Jim. from 

tempt 
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tempt. .ff« thtwfefip' cbt|J al?^ Av^k aij tt^vfti-' 
rioh-frotA thfeeail ^f-mili^, a^im^ otte^ 
of i;bi?. Iprd^ j^iftices in ,Irelan(i« to attend him 
ris Ms ehaj^aio ^ni ign^itt fticttt^ry, LtJrd, 
Berkeley landed at. Watcrford,'ana' Mr. Swift 
a^ed as fecrctary during the ^hote jorumejr 
td Dublin. -Bot orrfe.lWht af«6thtt df lord* 
B^Iwley's attendants, had by- thrs titne iniina- 
ated hi'mfeif^ititb thtf* eirfff'favofu^^'^fld %7' 
his . wifporin^, v^hl<!h"^ere perhaps* tob' attdn-' 
tively liftcned ^tb, had-pcrfakded Ms fordfWip 
tliat the-pdtt of fctfetary ivas improper for a 
clergyman, to whom only church prefermentv 
could be faitabie or advantageous. Afner fotnt^ . 
flight apology, Mr. Swift was dlvcfted of hit 
o^ce, which wak.^ven to Btim. /, / 

This'treatitepr ivas tboagfit'iiijtifidbs,' atitt: 
'Swift exprcifed hi^ fehfibiiity of it, in a 1ht>rt, 
batfatirical copy of verfes, cirtitl'ed, The Kfl 
covery. However, doiring the governmtnt*.of 
the earis of Berkeley and Gal way, who were 
jointly lords juftices of Ireland, two livings, 
Laracor and Raxhbeggan', weirebeftoWdd upoa 
Mr. Swift, both ihete redlories together, w.ere' 
ijirorth about two hutitlred, ioid^&s^y. pinnae 9, 
ytztr and were the oniycliarcnprefei*mci3(tS he ^ 
enjoyed, tiji he was appoint^ dean, of Suf^*' 
tricks, jn the year 1715'. ^ * . 

After Mr. Swift had taken, poftflott of hiiP 
livings, he went to ^efide at Lara^r; and gave 




Frid^f . 'Upon -t&e ^Wtqkett WeUfefdiw^ 
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be]} was riMg, and the ledor attended in ki» 
dtikf when dfter having fat fome time, an i 
£admg the congpegation to coniift only oi 
himfeif and his derk Roger, he began with 
great compofure and gravity, but with a turn 
peculiar to himfeif, " Diarly beloved Roger, 
•* the fcriptare moveth ycu and me in fu.idry 
"places,** and proceeded regularly throuj^h 
the whole (ervice. This trifling circumftance 
is only mentioned to ihe.v, that he coald not 
xeM a vein of humonr whenever he had an 
opportunity of exerting it. 

During his mother's life, who reiided at 
Leicefter, he fcarce ever failed payirg her an 
annual vifit. But his manner of travelling 
was as iingular as any other of his adlions. He 
often went in a waggon, but more frequently 
walked from Holyhead to Leiceller, Lcndon, 
or any other part of England. He gencra41/ 
cho(e to dine with waggoners, hoftlers, &c. afid 
ufed to lay in houfes where he found written 
over the door, lodgings for a penny. He de- 
lighted in fcenes of low life, and the vulgar 
dialed was not only a fund of huniour for 
him, but in all probability acceptable to his 
nature, otherwife how are the many filthy ideas 
and indelicate exprefitons that are foaad 
throughout his works to be accounted for. 

In the year 1 701, Swift took his dodor's 
legree, and towa^-ds the latt^ end of ihat year 
Ib^ William died. 

the acceffion of queen Anne, Dr. Swift 

agland. It cannot be denied, that 

H the 
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the chief lainifters o£ tkat qaeen, wHetber diA 
tinguiiiud under the titles of whigs or toiies^ 
of high church or of low church » were from 
•he beginning to the end of her reign« ea- 
tnoouiagers of learning, and patrons of leara* 

ed viea. 

The wits of that aera were ntttnerous and 
«ninent. Amidfl the croud, yet fuperior to 
the reft appeared Dr. Swift. In a mixtttre of 
thefe two jarring animals, called whig and 
tory«. cottfiiled the firft umdStty of queen Anne, 
but the greater fhare of the adminiftratioa 
was committed to the whigs, who (bon en- 
groffed the wholes keeping their fovereiga 
captive within their own walls. 

The queen, whole heart was saturally en- 
ciined towards the tories, jemaiaed an unwill* 
ing po^ironcrTeveral years to the wigs, till Mr. 
Harlty at length delivered her, and during 
the remainder of her life* furronnded and de* 
fended with a new Jet of troops under the 
duke of Ormond. « 

Dr» Swift ^as known to the great men of 
each denominatioa ; it is certain that he was 
bred up, and educated with wigs; at leaft 
with fuch as may be fbuad ranged under that 
title. His motives for quitting whiggifm fot 
toryifm, appear throughout bis works. 

No metamorphofes can produce a parallel 
equal to the change that appears in the fame 
man, when from a patriot he becomes a 
cottnier,*yetit n^y be ailerted, and will re- 
dound to the honour of Dx. Swift» that whe«. 

he 
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lie role into ^e OMfidenca and edeem of thofe 
gfcat in^rv who Tat at the kelm of iSSun dat- 
ing the laft year9 of qaeen Anne's reign, he 
fcarce ever loft hiniiieEf, or gretr gtddy by fill- 

vsefs.of power» or the exalted ftation of frc- 
qoeotl/ appearing in the confidence and fa* 

.vour.of ^ fidb mmffter, he may have been 
carried away by paffion, or may have erred m 
judgment; bat he was always apiight in Iiis 
intentipna 

Tbctc is fcatice any material circamflniice 
to he found relating to his life from the year 
1702, till the change of the miniftry in the 
year 1 7 10, during which interral, he worked 
hard to nndermltie the whigs, and to open a 
way fbr the toaiici to the queen. His inum'^cy 
with lord Oxford commenced, as may be de- 
duced from his works, in O£^o^r 1709. In a 

- poem wfittea in jy i3> he fays, 

'Tis (let me fee) three years and more 
(Odober next will makait four) 
Since Harley bid me £ril attend. 
And chofe me for ao humble friend. 

And again in another poem written in this 
fame year. 

My lord would carry on the jeft, 
And down to Windfor take his guefl. 
Swift m«cb admirei the place and air 
And longs to be a canon there. 
A canon ! that's a place too mean, 
No, dodiari you (hall be a de**« 

« Ha 
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^Y this laft quocatiooy and by numberleli 
•other iflftances in his works, it feems uodeiua- 
- ble, that a fettlement in England was the con» 
fiant objed of Dr. Swift's ambition ; (o that 
his promotion to a deaaery ia Ireland, was 
rather a difappointment than a reward, as ap« 
pears in many expreflions in hi$ letters to Mr.. 
Gay and Mr. Pope. 

In the year 1739, <he chara^^r of Dr. Swift 
as an anther, was pcrkCily edablifhed, and as 
Homer fays of UiyiTes : be xould appear a 
beggar among beggars, and a king amooig 
kings. 

From the year ry xo, to the lateft period of 
queen Anne, we find him fighting, on the fide 
of the miniders, and {naintaining their caofe 
ifr phamphlets, poems and weekly papers. A 
man always -appears of more coiifequence to 
himfelf, than he is w leality to any other per- 
fon. Such was the cafe of Dr. Swiit. He la.w 
himfelf ^ridulged by the fmiles of the earl of 
Oxford in particular, and knew how ufeful he 
was to the adminifiration in general, and in 
one of his letters he mentions, that the plr>ce 
of hiiloriographer was preferved for him ; 
but there is reafon to fufped, that he flattered 
himfelf too highly ; at leaft it is very evident* 
that he remained without preferment till the 
yeaj 17 13, when he was made dean of St* 
Patrick's. In point of power and revenue, 
fuch a deanery might appear no inconfidera- 
ble promotion ; but to an ambitious mind, 
who& perpetual aim was a fettlement in £og- 

. . land. 
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land/ a dignity in any other kingdom mult 
appear only an bonoimble and profitable ba- 
nlOiment* 

There b great reafon to imagine, that the 
temper of Swifc might occafioo his boigliOi 
friends to wi(h him happily and properly pro* 
inoted at a Alliance. His ipiric was ever un- 
tradable, the motions of hia gerius itiegular.. 
He aiTumed more the airs of a pairon than ac^ 
friend. He aife^d rather to dilate than ad-- 
vife. He Was elated with the appesrance o£ 
enjoying miniftenal confidence. He enjoyed 
the ihadow : the iiibftance was detained from 
him. 

Kefle£k]ons of this kind will account for hia 
mifling an. EngliCh bifhopsick, a difappoint- 
ment which he imagined he owed to a joinc 
application made again ft him Co> the queeji by^ 
Dr. Sharp, then archbilhop of York, and by a 
lady of the higheft rank and character. 

Archblihop Sharp, according to Dr. SwifiV 
account,, had reprefented hin> to the queen, as 
a perfon who was not a Chriftian; the greac 
lady had fupported the afperfion ; and the 
qaeen upon fuch aiTurances, had given away 
the bifhoprick contrary to her fird intentions. 
Swift kept himfelf indeed within fome tolera* 
ble bounds when he fpok&of the queen : buc 
his indignation knew no limits, when h& 

><itioned the archbiihop or the lady. 
)r. Swift had little reafon to. rejoice in the 
i where his lot had fallen : for upon his 
yal in Ireland to take pofTeiHon of h 

H 3 deanery 
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dtatiery, he Iboivi the nrkleiiet of f>ar«y * 
rei^iing in cliat kingdmk to die ii)gtK -dftftee. 
The common people wei-e taught to look npoa 
Hm at a JMobke> and chej pitKeeded fe far in 
their deteftations as to tbrovr ftonet at htm as 
he pafied through the ftreets* • 

•The chapter of St. Fatridt's KIce the ret of 
the kitig<ioiii» received htm wkb gfeat rrltacw 
tftnce. They thwarted hhn in everf pardcuiar 
he fMptiM. He AviKi sroided as « f»dtiknce, 
iifffphM as an invader, nod marked out as an 
•netny (o his coAiftry. Sueh ^as hk <rll re* 
ceptioa as 4eati ef St.'fattkk's% Fewer fateate 
and lefs firmaefs^ maft have yielded to (tKk 
vkiletit oppoifilaDir. 

But fo firahge are the revolaiioas ef this 
^i^otld, that I>. Swift, who was &ov» the deiei^ 
i^ti'.«i of the IrlOirahble» lived to ^goterft them 
with at) abfehite fway* 

The dean'« ^tA ftep was to red^e to ivafoii 
and ohed'rence, ht9 levfrend brediren of the 
chapter of St. Patiiek's i« which he focceeded 
f) welly atvd lb fpcedy> that in a ihott litne 
a'^'ter his a#riviJy not oae memher of that body 
<»^ered toconlradi^hiin, even in trifles. Oip 
the contrary! they held him iii the higheft ve« 
fwration. ^ 

Vr. Swift made p^ k)i)ger ftsy in irelaadt 
in the year 1715) than was reqaifi^e to eila« 
bliih hirafeif « dean, laid to pafs throvgh cer^ 
tain caftomB, aatd ibiwaUtits^er to «fe his thva 
wiardsi 

Through 
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Patents^ indatffioits, abftfratiofvs, 
l^irlt-fr«iti> and tenths, and chipicr.trean. 
Dues, paymetiti, fees, demands, and •*-dieafs. 

Durinff the time of tHeie ceM^monies, ht 
kept a CMiftant cor^cfpondence with his friends 
in £Ag4£M)d : at! of wbofti l^'ere esiifteiit, iti 
<eifhey blftb) ftieion or abiittks. ^ 

In tke beglnmug of the yeSir 17^4, Dr; 
Swift returned to England. He faytid hie 
^i«at Mends at the helm, tdodi difufiited a* 
jtiong themfefves. He iaw the ^eeii dedin* 
ittg in her heaith> and dsftrefied in her Htua*- 
fion. The part which he had to etd upon thi» 
occafioft, was tot fo iii:fficttlt afs it i^s di(^ 
«gTQeabfe t he exerted all his (kill to reunite 
the mini(lers. 

As foon as Swl/l fbund his pains fraltlefsy 
ht retired to a friend's houfe in Berklhire, 
Where he remained till the queen's death, ao' 
e^i^nt whkh fixed the period of his views iti 
England, and made hitn return atfaft as poffr^ 
ble to his deanery in Ireland) loaded with 
"grief and difcontent. 

- From the year 1714^ till he appeared in 
I72<^, as a champion for Ireland again ft* Wood 'a 
kalfpenee, his fpirit of politicft and patriotifm, 
was kept dofely confinea within hh own breafl' 
liis attendance upon die pnbiic fervice of th^ 
-cftufch was regi:dar and aninterrupted : and 
indeed regularity was peculiar to him in all h 
atlioAS, evea iu the motttriAioi^. 

H 4. Hi 
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His worksj.from th« year 1714, to the year 
1720, are few in number, and of fmali iinpof^ 
tanc^, PoeQ)s to Stella, aud trifles to Dr. bhe« 
jridaa. fill up a great part of that periods 

In the year 1720, be began to reaiume the 
charaAer of a political writer. A f^iall pain<* 
phlet in defence of the Iri(b oianufadlorieSy 
was fuppofed to be his fird effay in Ireland in 
that kind of writing : and to that phamphet, 
\t owed the turn of the popluar tide in hit 
f^ivour. 

J>t, Swift's fayings of wit, and humour had 
been handed ahout» and repeated from time to 
tiHiC among the people. They were adapted 
to the underflandmg, and pleafed the imagina<- 
tlon, of the vulgar ; and he was now looked 
c^n in a new light, and diiiinguiihed by the 
title of the dean. 

The pamphlet, propofing the univerfal.ufe 
©f the Iridt manufacture within the kingdoai» 
had captivated all hearts. Some little pieces oiT 
poetry to the fame purpcfe, were no lefs ao- 
teptable and engaging, ror was the dean's 
attachment to the true intered of Ireland any 
longer doubted. His patriotifm was as maDi- 
I'eil as his wit; he was looked upon with p7ea- 
fure and refpedled as he paHed. through the 
flreets ; and had attained to fo high a degree 
ef popularity, as to become the arbitrator in 
difputes among his neighi>ours. 

But the popular aiiedlion which the deaa 
had hitherto acquired^ may be faid not to have 
been univerfoh till the publication oF the 

Drapier's 
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Brapter's Letters, virhich made all ranks and 
profeffions univerfal in his applause. The oc- 
caAon of thofe letters is too well known to 
seed any place here. 

At the tound of the Drapier's trumpet a vai& 
^irit aroft among the people of all ranks arrd 
denomination. The papiil, the fanatic^ the 
whig and the tory, all lided themfelves under- 
th e ban her of t he Drapie n f 

Nci*er w^s any name bellowed, with more 
univerfal approbation, than the name of the 
Brapier was b^ftowed upon the dean, who had- 
»o fooner affumed it, than he became the idol. 
of Ireland, even to a degree of devotion, and. 
Lumpers were poured forth to the Drapier, sm 
l^rge and as frequent as to the glorious and 
immortal memory of king William III. Ac- 
clamations and vows for. his profpcrity attend- 
ed him wherever he went, and his effigies wa« 
painted in every ftreet in Dublin.. 

The dean. was confulted in all points relat- 
ing to domeilic policy in general, and to the 
trade of Ireland in particular^ but he was 
more immediately, looked on as the legiflator 
of the weavers, who frequently came to him 
in a body to receive his advice in fettling the 
rates of their manufa^tues,^ and the wa^res of 
tlieir- journey men. 

When ele(^ions were depending for the city 
r Dubiin, many corporations refufed to de- 
!«c themfelves, till they had cou fulled his 
'iments and inclinations. 

^5 We 
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We have now condm^kd tk« (kan thrQOgli 
tl)e moft intereiling cifCujnfl^noes of his life to 
the fatal period whQi;eui he W49 utterly de- 
prived of his reafon, a lois which he of tea 
kt m«d to fopcCte^ and propbetioiUy lamented 
to his frieods. The total deprivatiofi of bit 
ilpnfes came up<m hio) hv degree^. 

In the year J7s6» tie was feii^ed wk& a 
iFiolent fit of giddioeiky'he was at that time 
wfiucig a fatirical poes)* called* The Legion 
Club.; but he found the effefb of his giddi« 
^efs fo dreadful that he left the poem un- 
finilhed, and never afterwards attempted a 
jcoaipofitton of any length, either in verfe 
or profe : however, lus converfatioa ftili 
|-emalned the fame, lively and fevere ; bat hie 
memory gradnally grew worfe and worie, an4 
an that decreafed, he grew every day more fr€tp> 
f»I and imfaticnt« 

From the year 1759, *^ ^^* T^^^ ^744> ^'^^ 
l^alfions grew fo violent and ungovernable, his 
«iemory became fo decayed, and his reafon ib 
;depraved, that the utmoft f>recautions were 
laken to prevent all ilrangers from approach- 
ing him : for till then, he had notsappearisd 
totally iacapable of converfaiion : early in the 
jear 1742, the fmali remains of his underfiand- 
ing became entirely confiifed, and the violeince 
of his rage increafed abfoli^tely to a degree of 
madneis. In this miferable ilate, he ieemeL 
tp be appointed as a proper inhabitant of hi< 
•wn hofpital : eipecially as from an oatrag^ 
j^s lunatic, he funk into a c[ui€t> fpeechlf 

idio 
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idiot ; and dragged out the remainder of bis 
life in that helplefs Situation.. He died to- 
wards the latter end of OAober 1745. 

The manner of his death was eafy without 
^he leall pang 01 convuliion ; even tlic rattling 
in his throat tvas fcarce fuCcieot to give an/ 
alarm to hit attendants tili within fome very 
little time before he expired. Swift certainly 
4bf efaw hiis fate* 

Dr. Swift was often heard to lament the 
ftate of childhood and idiotifm^ to which foffi« 
•af the gi^ateil m^n of the nation were reduced 
before their death He mentioned as examples 
within his own time, the duke of Marlborough 
^and lord Somers : and when he cited theHr 
sielancholy inllances it was always with a 
heavy figh, and with great apparent uneafineis, 
as if he felt an impulfe oJF what was to hap* 
pen to him before he died. 
. He left his whole fortune, fome few Fegacies 
excepted, which was about twelve thoufand 
pounds, to the building of an hofpital for 
idiots and lunatics. As to bis works, lord 
Corke has given a very nice and' cntical ac- 
count of them in his Remarks on the Life and 
Writings of Dr. Swift, from which this life is 
extrad^ed. 

Dr. Swift's will, like all his other writings, 
IS drawn up in his own peculiar manner; even 
in fo ferious a compofition he cannot help in- 
dulging hinifelf (in leaving legacies that carry 
with them an air of raillery and jeft. He dif- 
nofes of his three hats, his beft, fccond beO-, 
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and third bearer) with an ironical folemnity^ 
that renders the beqaeH's ridiculous. He be- 
queaths, 

" To^ Mr. John Gratton, a filver box, to 
'* keep in it the tobacco which the faid John ' 
•• ufuaWy chewed, called pigtail.'* 

But his legacy to Mr. Robert Gratton is ftiM 
Biore extraordinary. 

" Item, I. bequeath to the reverend Mr. Ro* 
«« bert Gratton, prebendary of Su Audeon'*, 
** my ftrong box, on condition of Tiis giving 
*' the fole ufe of the |faid box unto hrs 
• brothgr, Dr. James Gratton, duriug the life 
** of the faid doctor, who has more occafioi^ 
*• for jt.'* 
* 
Thefe are fo many iroprefEons of his turn,-, 
and way of thinking ;«aQd there is no doubr^ 
that the perfons thua d'lflinguifhed, look upotr 
theCc inllances, afFeflibnate memorials of his 
friendfhip, and as tokens of the jocofe manner, 
iH which he treated them during his life- time. 
His poem of the greateft length is Cadcnui 
_ and VaftefTa. Dr. Swift's works were elegant- 
ly publidied by Dr. Hawkf^orth, ia 6 vols, 
i^^to. arid li vols, 8vo, in 1754. 
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The L IFE of 



Henry Saint-John. 



HENRr, Saint-John,. Lord Vifcount Bo* 
lingbroke, was bom in 16.72 at Batter- 
fea in Surry, the feat of that noble family. 
During his infancy, his education was diiefl'y 
diredled by the Diflenters ; but, as foon as it 
became proper to take him out of the hands 
of the women, he was (ent to Eton fchoof, 
and removed thence to CKrift-Church-colIcg.e 
in Oxford. 

At his firft entrance into the Houfe of Com- 
mons, he exprefTed himfelf warmly againft the 
DifTenters, and lided with the Church party. 

His opponents, therefore in the four laft 
years of Queen Anne's reign, raifed a clamour 
(by a remark idle enough in itfelf, but not 
therefore of lefs weight among the populace) 
from the.inconfiftency of this conduit with his 
educatibrl ; having been, as> they alledged^ 
bred op from his infancy in diflenting princi- 
ples, and well tutored by his grandmother, 
and* her confeflbr Daniel Burgefs, in the Pref- 
byterian way. This latter part of the ftory is, 
ndeed, probable enough, fince both his grand- 

reius were inclined to think well of the 

piety 
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piety and fanflity of tbat ied, and both live<t 
many years after he came into publick bud- 
nefs. 

We have alfo a hint of it from his own 
pen, by which we may lee at the (ame time, 
how little reliih he had for it even in thofe 
years. He is ridiculing the large comsDenta* 
ries upon St. Matthew and St* John by Chry- 
foilom, " which fays he, puts me in \nmd of 
*• a puritannical parfon^ Dr. Mantou, who, if 
** I miftake not, for I have not looked into- 
** the folio fince 1 was a boy, and condemned 
'*• 4bmetimes to read it, made up fermons on 
*♦ the 1 19th Pfalm." But that he was eveit. 
tindured with diflenting principles in refpe^ 
of the eftablifhed. Ch,urch, cannot fairly be 
inferred from thence, fince though both Sir 
Walter and his lady were remarkable for firv* 
cere piety, yet they were no fuch bigots to 
Puritanifm as were repreiented. 

Dr. Simon Patrick, after^vards Bifliop of 
Ely, who was. lon^ chaplain, and Uv?d many 
years in the family,' always fpoke of them 
with tke highell reverence as well as gratitude. . 
The parifh records at Batterfea will Ihew, that 
"Sir Walter was a good though a moderate 
Churchman, by almoil every kicd of tefti« 
* mony. 

He repaired thai fabrick more than once ; 
eredled, in virtue of a faculty from the Biihop^ 
an entire aew gallery, and built and endowed 
a diarity^ichool, all at his own ejqpence, 1 o 

thxt 



>■" 4 .\ |i.^J,lJlJ.^.^^^^Pil^p 



HENRY SAINT-JOHN, isf 

tbis M, hk» hdy was likewife a OQDtribato/» 
f as well as a great Patrooefs to Dr» Patrick: 

As ta her fatlter» the chief jufiicev Sl John, 
whatever were his principks concerning reli- 
gion, he was no bigot ; for he prefer ved the 
cathedral chilrch of Peterborough, when no 
body elfe would have preiWved it, and whes 
the Pariiamerifc were importuned for a grant 
of it bf Crom^¥ell, in coniideration of his fer- 
vices. 

As to Daniel Burgefs, though a DiiTentcr, 
yet he was undeniably a man of *.vit and go6d 
parts ; (b ibat though it flioold be allowed 
that our ftatefmaB was le&ured Sometimes by 
hiffl, yet he could receive no fournefs to the 
^(Ubliifaf d church by thofe le^Siuref^ 

The truth is, that had the tutor been never 
fo four. a religionill. It would not have been 
in his power to have iaHilled any part of it 
into his pupil, whofe nature was far from be- 
ins fufceptible of iuch leaven, of which the 
fouowing is a proof more^.than^fufBcient. 

His lordlhip remarking the ufefulnefs of 
that little genious^ that literal critics and 
diflionary makers are blefled with^ expreiTes 
bimfeif in thefe terms : ** I approve therefor^^ 
very much of the devotion of ^ iludious man 
at Chrift-Church [college in Oxford], who 
was overheard in his oratory entering into a 
detail with God, as devout per^ns are apt to 
do, an^, amongft other particular thankfgiv- 
ingsl acknowledging the divine goodnefs, in ^ 

/ furniih- 
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His genius and underftanding were Teen and 
admired by his contemporaries in both»the{e 
places ; but the loire of pleal'are had fb much, 
the afcendancy, as ta hinder him from exerting 
his talents for literature in any particular per«> 
formance. His friends deiigned him for pub.-l 
lick bufmcfi, and whe^ he left the univeriity; 
he was. contidered as one wjio had the faireil 
opportunity of making a^fhining figure in that 
way of an a^ive life. 

With the graces of a handfome per(bn, ia 
whofe afpeft dignity was happily tempered 
with fweetnefSf.he had a manner and addreB 
that was irrefifttbly engaging ; a fparkling 
vivacity, a qyick apprehenfion, a piercing wit, 
were united to a prodigious flrengch of me- 
mory, a peculiar fubtety of thinking and rea* 
foning, and mafterly elocution ; but for (bme 
years, all thefe e:xtraordiirary ehdowments 
were employed in nothing fo rouch-as finifbing 
the character of a complete rake of the firft 
penius ; he was particularly much addidked to 

"Ten, and apt to indulge himfelf in ' late 
rs, with ail. thofe excciies that ofually at« 
.nd them. 

This charadler is very confiftent with feafbm 
of cool reflexions and lucid intervah^; nay, 
thefe are eiTeritial ingredients in fuch a com- 
pofition : Avithout thefe, the character finks ' 
XQto an ordinary and defpicable debaachee. 
'ihe like difiicuUies asd difailers are run into 
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by both, but have not the like efFeA upon 
each': the latter in thefe circumftances, fioks 
into an inadlive and lumpiih Cupidity ; the 
fonoerr incapable of IUui<&Dg (lill» when thus 
checked in the indulgence of his power» imme- 
diaifiy exerts his nobler faculties. 

Thus his lordihip afiures as» that ** The 
" We of (lady and deiire of knowledge, were 
,'* what ke felt all his life ; and though his 
" genius» unlike the daemon of SocmteSywhif- 
<* pered fo foftly, that very often he heard him 
." not, in the hurry of thofe paffions wiih 
^ which he was tranfported , yet continues he, 
*' (bme calmer hours there were ; in them I 
^' hearkened to him." Some of thefe lucid 
intervals were employed in verifying. We 
have the foUawing copy prefixed to Mr. Dry* 
den's Virgil, 1697. 

No undifputed monarch govern'd ye,t. 
With univerfal fway the realms of wit. 
Nature could never fuch expence afford. 
Each ieveral province own'd a feveral lord t 
A poet then had his poetic wife. 
One Mufe embrac'd, and married for his life* 
By the ftale thing his poetry was cloy'd^ 
His fancy leiTen'd, and his fire deilroy'd. 
But Nature grown extravagantly kind. 
With all her faireft gifts adorn'd his mind ;. 
The diiFerent powers were then united found*. 
And you the univerfal monarch crovvn'd. 
Your mighty fway her great deferts fecures. 
And every Male and every Grace is your's. 
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To none confin^cly by turns yoa alt «D}oy f 
Sited ivith tkeie yoo to tnof hor fiy. 
So, Saltan Kke» in yosr feragHo ftmd, 
Whi!« wilhing mifies wait for jroor comflNmd. 
Thus BO decay, no want of figure find ; 
Snch is your fancy, boundlefs as yoor mind, 
'Not all the biafls of time <can do you wmog^ 
Young fpite of age, in fpite«f weaknefs Itrone. 
Time, like Aletdesy ftrikes yoa to the gfOmd ^ 
Youy \ikt Antsea^, fit>m each fall rebomid/ 

Mr. Pope obfen^s very jufily, that his ford- 
Aip was tht patron, the friend and the pro- 
teAor» of that great poet in the decline ot hia 
age, though not of his parts ; for the ^try Ufk 
focm^ of Dryden are his beft, 
. I hope w^at has been faid bene will not fat 
made ufe of as an encouragement to rakeryi 
a fprightly po^m, flalhinc; bon mot, or a glit- 
tering reply, may be admired, whiift the ge« 
nerai condu^ of life is condemned ; and it Is 
lefibn etK)Ugh, that lord Bofingbroke lived t# 

%tti tffi fo. 

In the entrance upon the XVIfth century, 
be was married to the daaghter and to-heii^ 
of Sir Henry Winchcicomb, <>f Bucktebory in 
Berkftire, Bart. This fettlement was in aH 
tefpedts fuitabie to his birth and expectations^ 
and the fame year, ttoo, he entered into th« 
Honfe of Commons, bdmg elcftcd for the "bo- 
rough of Wotton- Buffet in Ayi^tfliire by a 
family intcrcft, his father having ferved fevetal 
times for the fame phce : ib tirat Mc. Gt. John^,^ 

wha 
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wko wa» now tbouc twicmtf '^fix yetrs ef age^ 
nx>k his feat in th<e SngHIk feoare, with tdvan* 
tagcs feiraely itiferior to tkofe of any nember 
that &t tkere. 

He {>reft«tly thofe kis pMx> and joined 
himfeif to Revert Harley» Efq; who in thii 
ParKaaMftt was choien for tlie firft time 
Speaktr; and he made bimftlf coofiderdbte 
brfore the ead of this irft feffion. 

Perthvt f ing ftea^ily ^in the fame coane^ftioit, 
ht pained fuch an authority and iniuenee in 
^ ooufe, diuit it was thought proper to drftin- 
gaiih kit mtrits and April lo, t704> he wai 
appoittied feotitary at war» and of the marines* 
Afi this poft created a ronft&nt coireipODdeDCO 
with the dttke of Mariboroagh, he became 
perfedty acquainted with the worth of that 
^ar genecnli and neaioufly promoted hit 
tntereft. 

ft is rematkahlei that the greateft etents of 

the war, fuch as ihe battks of Blenheim and 

Ratndiesi and fererai glorious attentpCB made . 

hy the doke to4iorten the war by fome dtd* 

£ve a^oa, fell out while Mr. St. John was 

fecretary at war. This gvft him occafion moi^ 

than once to fet forth his erace^s condu£t in li 

tree light. For inilance, m carrying through 

dM IkouTe the a£l for fettling upon him tae 

hnnour of Woodftock, with the penilon chaig*. 

upon the Poll- Office ; and dembnllrating, 

beides a!^ the great things he did, hts 

kl certainly have attempted, attd in «)i 

^iiity, performed^ Aill greater, if he had 

not 



i64 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

not been retrained by the Dutch Deputies i- 
^whence there is good grounds to believe, that 
BO body underftood the duke's behaviour bet«- 
ter, or was incliDed to do more Judice to hisr 
intetiiions» as well as bis actions, than this 
gentleman. 

Yet in that difpofition, a fpirit of indepen- 
dency appears in fetting Mr. Philif s to write 
the poem called Blenheim, in emulation to the 
Campaign of Mr. Addifon, who was recom« 
mended to that underuking by lord Haliifaz. 
He was, 'tis evident, a iincere admirer of that 
great general -: ' he didinguifhed him/elf a» 
uich on the prefent, and avowed it upon all 
occafions, even to the lad moment of his life. 

Bat when Mr. Flarley was. removed from tho 
Seals in 1707, Mr. St. Jojjn chofc to follow^ 
his fortune, and the next day refigncd his em< 
plpyments in the admini^iration : he alfo foU 
lowed his friend's example, and behaved, dur- 
ing the whole feflion of Parliament, with great 
temper, (leadinefs, and decency. He was not 
returned in the Parliament which was ele^ed 
in 1708-; but upon the difTolution of it in 
17 10, Mr. Harley being made chancellor and 
*iader treafurer of the exchequer, the impor- 
tant office of fecretary of State was given to 
Mr. St. John; and about the fame time he 
.wrote the famous ^ettcr to the Examiner. 

Upon the calling of a new parliament on 
the 25th of November, hewas chofen knight 
of the (hire for the county of Berks, an(f alfo 

burgeft 
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1)argefs for Wotton-Baffet, and made his elec- 
tion for the former. 

This large scce^oi) «f power put him into 
a (pbere of ^kj^on that called forth al\ hrs 
abihties : the Engliih annals produce not a 
more trying junfture, and Mr. St. John ^ap- 
peared equal to every occafion of trial. 

He/fuftained almoft the whole weight of 
the difficulties in negotiating the peace oT 
Utrecht; and, in July 1712, he was created 
Baroo St. John of Lediard-Tregoze in Wilt'- 
fliire, and Vifconnt Botingbroke. He was alft 
the fame vear appointed lord-lieatenant of the 
county or RiTex, 

But thefe honours not anfwering his ex- 
pedations, he formed a deiign of taidng the 
Jwd in public affairs from his old friend Mr. 
Harley, then eail of Oxford; which proved 
in the ifTue unfortunate to them both. 

It muft be obferved that Paul St. John, the 

earl of Bolingbroke, died the 5th of October, 

preceding this creation. That by his deceafe, 

though the Barony of BletOio, devolved upon 

Sir Andrew St. John, Bart, yet the earldom be* 

came extindt, and the honour was promifed to 

oar author.; but his prefence in the Houfe of 

Cbmmons being fo neceilary at that time, the 

lerd Treafurer prevailed upon him to remain 

there duimg that fefiion, upon a promife that 

ank inoald be preferved to him : bilt 

he expected the old title fhould have 

I renewed in his favour, which confideting 

'ces, particularly in that feifioni feemed 

re- 
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xeafonablc enoittli, he was pot off whb tHii 
of Vifcoant ; this he refented as. an afFront 
mod looked o« it as lb uitended l^ the Trea- 
£irer» who had got aa earldom for himfeir. 

It is not a liule eatertaining to- fee how his 
lofdlhip exprefl^s it : 

" I contimied," &ys he, '* in die Houle of 
** Comsioos daring that imporcaot feffion 
^* which preceded the peace, aad, which by 
<* the fpirit (hewn through the whok ceorfe 
*< of it, and the fefolutions taken in it, ren- 
** dered the conchtfion of the treaties pa£Hca- 
" ble. After this, I was dragged into tte 
^< houfe of lords in {tich a manner as to make 
'< my promotion a puniihraent, not a rewards 
** there left to defeifti the treaties alone. 

'< It woald not> have been hard, continoet 
** he, to have fncfd the ear) of Oxford to nfe 
'* noe better. His good intentions began to be 
*' rcry much doubted of; the truth is, ik> 
'* opinion of, his (incerity had ever taken root 
" in the party ; and, wbich was worfe perhaps 
*' for a man in his ftation, the opinion of his 
« capacity began to fall apace. He was (6 
** hard pulhed in the houfe of lords in* the be- 
*< filming of 1712., that he had been forced 
*^ in the middle of the feffion, to perfuade the 
'' Queen to make a promotion of twell^ peers 
<< at once; which was an unprecedented and 
'< invidious meafure, to be excufed.by nothing 
** but the neceflity, and hardly by that. In 
*' the houfe of commons hb credit was low, 

'* anid 
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'< and aiy reputation very bigk. You know 
«. «( the iiatiire of that aflemhly; they grow Ufet 
«< houndsi^ fond of tlie man who A^ them 
I *' g^iae* and fay ^^hofe haUoo they afe aiitd to 
' *< be eacoaraged. The thread of 4m negotia* 
<< tions, which cotild not Hasd MU %]iieiBent« 
<^ withoot going back» was in ay haads : and 
'< before another man coold hav« made htnio 
<< himieif maHer of the bnfineft^ moch tinyo 
<' would have been loft> and great inconveni* 
V encea woold have followed • Sonte who op^ 
<< po&d the court fi>oa after, began to waver 
** then i, and if 1 had not wanted the incHna* 
** tion, I ihould have wanted no help, to do 
• ** mifchief. I knew the way of qoitdng my 
** eaipk>yBient»* and ol retiring from court 
" whea thc'femcc of »y party required it; 
'* bot I could not bring myfelf op to tbac re«> 
** ibiotion, when the ccmfeqaence of it muft 
** have been tb« breaking my party* and 
^ * the diftrefs of the public a^airs. I thought 
** my miftrefi treated ooe ill, l^ut the feife of 
^ that duty which I owed her, came in aid of 
** other coafiderations, and prevailed over my 
** icfisntment. Theie fentiments, indeed, are 
*' fi> much out of faihion, that a man who 
** avows them is in danger of pafiing for a 
<« bubble in the world : yet they were, in the 
I ** coi^uttdare I fpeak pf, the true motives of 
'* my condud ; and you faw me go on as 
^ chearfolly in the troublefome and dangerous 
^ work afiigncd me» as if I had been under 
** the utmoft iafiuladioa* 1 began» indeed, 

««in 
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** in- my heart to renounce the friendflilp- 
** which 'till that time I had preferved invio* 
«< lable for Oxford. I was not aware, of at! 
« his treachery, nor of the bafe aad little 
•< means which he employed then, and conti- - 
^* nued to employ afterwards, to ruin me in 
« the opinion of the Queen, and every where 
*« dfe. I fay, however, that he had no friend- 
« (hip for any body, and that with refpe^ to 
** me, inHead of having the ability to render 
** that merit, which 1 endeavoured to acquire, 
** an additional ilrengtb to himfelf, it became' 
** the obje£l of his jeatoofy, and a reafoa fur 
" undermining *ic." 

Prefently after the acceiTion of King George 
the iiril to the throne, in 17 14, the feais were 
taken from the fecretary,* and ail the papers in 
his ofhce fecured. However, during the ihort 
feiiioB of parliament at this jun6bire, he appli- 
ed himfelf with his ufual induilry and vigour, 
to keep up the fpirit of the friends to the late 
adminiilration, without omitting any proper 
occaiion of teHifying his refpe£t and duty to 
his Majefty ; in which fpirit he affifted in feic* 
ling the Civil Lift, and other neceilary pointsr. 
But, foon after the noeeting of the new parlia- 
ment, he withdrew, and croflTed the water pri* 
vately to France, in the latter end of March^ 

Upon his arrival at Paris, he received an in- 
vitation from the Pretender, then at Barr, to 
engage in his kxvite ; which he ablolutely 

refuUdy 
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vefufedy and miiexHe'he^ application that his 
prefent circamftances would admit, to pievent 
th^ esferemity of his profecntion in EngIaQd» 

Aftfir a Aort f^ay at Paris, he retired into 
I>auphine, where he continued 'ciil the be^ 
ginniog,^of July; when, upon receiving » 
joeirage. fxom fofiiQ of his party in England* 
he complied with a fecond invitation from tto 
Prctendtfr ; and taking the feds of the fecre- 
tary^ office cinder him at Colnmercy, he (et 
0at with' them for Paris; In which city h« 
arrived in. the latter end of the fame month, 
in order to procure from that court the Jiecef- 
&ry fiiccours for his new mafter^s intended ia- 
TaAon of England.' 

The vote ftrlmp^aCKpg him of high-.trea- 
fen had pafihd in the hoaie of commons on 
the tenth of June preceding, and fix articlea 
were fent up by them to the lords on the fixth 
of Angud following : in confequence of whick 
he ftood attainted of high treafon, September 
joth the fame year. 

They were brought into the honfe, and read 
by Mr. Walpole, ^gnft 4, 171 5; > and were in 
lobilance as follows : Art. i. That whereas he 
had aflured the minifters of the States-Genera^ 
by order from herMajeftyin 17 11* that (he 
would, make no peace but in concert with 
them; yet he fent Mr. Prior to France that 

ic year, with propofals of a treaty of peace 
h that jlQonarcby without the con&nt ef the 

L.XI. I • -Art. a 
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Art. 2. That- h^. ajlvifed and pibmoted tte 
diakitig of a fe^iate treaty^ or convention^ 
with France^ whkh was figned in September. 
' Art. 3. That he difcl6fed to-Mr. Mefnager, 
the French minifter-at London, this conven* 
tfon, which was the preliminsfcry inftrndicms tei 
lier Majefly Plenipotentiaries at Uid'etQht in 
O^ber. 

Art. 4. Tliat her Mijefty'i final- inftraafona 
to her faid Plempetentistries were difcJofed b3^ 
him to the Abbot dualtier, an enxiiiary oip 
France. 

Art. 5. That he difclofed: to the. French the 
manner hew Toornay in^ Flanders miglit be 
gained by them. •' *» 

• Art. 6. That he adilfed ^nd 'f^roniot^ tbe 
)4elding up of 5pfain and^the Weft-Indt6s ttf 
tbe'duke of AnjOu, theif an enomy to^ hof 
Majefty. ' . j u . » 

' It muft nt)t-bc concealed, tiat Sir Jofepk 
JckyK a gentieman of the^modr nnMa&d in^ 
tegrity, and great knowledge iQ the law, aai. 
a member of t^e^ %eiie<< ^<^i9imt|ttee, obferved» 
that thene • Wa£ ' mattertnore tHai^ enough to^' 
prov^ the -charge againil. lord Bolingbroko, at 
the iame tinie that hedcclayed his opmony 
that they had nothing fuiSici^tto fuppoict tHe 
the charge againft the- ei^l off Oxford. Hi* 
lorcHhtp, ^ti6 t^ue, thougb he allows that thejF^ 
ikHiId have hoM onnaman/OQiiichf ad* one hsm-^ 
i^^; -^*4iifti>a^ns, the. ordais, AememO' 
, rials for the peace, having been drawn by^hln ; 
the correfpondence relating to it, in France 
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imil every where elfe, carried on by him ; in a 
.word, bis hand appeared toalraoft tvcry paper 
tvhich had been writ in the whole coui (e of the 
negotiation. Yet, fpeakiog of the attainder, 
\vhich, in confeqaence of this impeachment, 
tad pafTed agai^ifl him, for crimes, as he o{^'- 
ferves, of the blackeft dye ; . he takes notice, 
that» among other inducements to pafs it, ha 
iiaving been engaged in the Pretender's irt- 
tcreil was one. How well founded this article 
was, has already appeared ^ I was jufl srt 
guilty, fays he, of the reft. 

It is remarkable, that his new engagement* 
'had the fame iffae, as far as could be ef!e£led 
.in the different circurodances of the two 
^courts, atid that the year 171^ was fcarcely 
'expired, when the feals aiid papers of his new 
Secretary's office were demanded and given up, 
^hich was foon followed by an accufation 
"branched into feven articles, wherein he was 
Impeached of treacheTy^ incapacity'and negledK 
. ,Thus difcarded abroad, he refolved to iDak^ 
Ills peace, if poffible, at homoi He fet himfelf 
immediately in earned to his work^ add in a 
ihort time> by that activity which was cha- 
rafteriitic of his natuK) and with which he 
cotiAaRtly profecuted all his de/ignS| he pro- 
^Ufed, through the mediation of the.eari of 
.Stair, then theBnti(h ambafladorac the French 
trouft, a promife of pardon, upon certain con- 
ditions; ft'om his Majelly King George I, who, 
on the fecond of jely, i')i6f created his father 
... la baroML 
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baron of Batterfea in the county of Sari;y, caad 
Vifcount St. John. 

Such aa extraordinary variety of didrefsruj 
CT.ents had thrown him into a (late of reflec- 
tion, and this prod need, hy way of relief, a 
Clpnfolatio Philofophica, which he wrote the 
fame year, under the title of Refledlions upon 
£xile. He had alfo this year wrote feveral 
letters in anfwer to the charge laid apon him 
hy the Pretender and hi$ adherents ; arid the 
ibllowing year he^rew up a vindication of his 
^hole conduct with refpe£t to the tories, in 
the form of a letter* to Sir William Wynd- 
Iiam. He alfo took a more fabflantial methofi 
of fupporting his ipirits : his firft lady being 
dead, he efpoufed about this time a lady oF 

treat merit, who was neice to the famous 
ladam de Maintenon, and widow of the 
IMarquis de Villette; with whom he had 9 
^ery large fortune, which was, however, ^n- 
tumbered with a long and trottbleibme law« 
fuit. 

In the cbmjpany and converfation of this 
lady, he pafTed his time in Prance, fometimes 
in the country, and fometimes at the capital^ 
*ti]l 1723 ; in which year, after the breaking 
aip of the Parliament, his Majefty was pleaieq 
t) grant him a full and free pardon. Upon 
the iirft notice of this favour, the expefUtion 
t>f which had been the governing prmciple oT 
his political condu^ for feveral years, he te*» 
turned to his native country* 

26 
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h is obfervabley that biihop Atterbury, who 
was banifhed at this very jan£iarc» happening^, 
en his being fet alhore at Calais, to hear that 
lord Bolingbcoke was there, on his return to 
England, made this retnark : Then I am ex- 
changed. There was undoubtedly appearancr 
enough of fuch a thing from the circum*- 
ftances. 

• BoIingbroke*s leave to return was granted^ 
hnmediately after the adl for banlHiing Atter-- 
bury had received the royal adent ; and tbit 
teave was obtained at the prefling inftance of 
lord Harcourt, who had ihewed great warmth 
in pro/ccuting the bI(hop. We are, told alfo,. 
that Sir Robert Walpole, who was obierveil- 
not to be particularly engaged againd the 
latter, oppofed the return of Bolingbroke very 
warmly in a fpeech at the council-board, wheif; 
the motion for it was made by Harcourt. 

• Perhaps Mr, Pope alludes to this exchange^ 
it> a letter to Dean Swift, where he writes 
ihus : 

"The lord Bolingbroke is now returned^ 
** as I hope, to take rac, with all his other. 
** hereditary rights. It is fure my ill fate, 
** that all thofe whom I mod loved^ and with 
*f whom 1 moft lived, mull be banilhed. After 
** both of you left England, my conflant hofb 
** was the bifliop of Rochefter. Sure this is 
f' a nation, which is cur(edly afraid of being 
** over run with too much politenefs ; and we- j 

•« cannot: 
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•* cani^ot. regftin one great genius, but at ijhe 
** expcncc of another." 

> 

And two years afterwardsi having obtainc4^ 
an A£t of Parliament to rcfloie him to his: 
family inh€ritaDce»,and enabling him likewife, 
'lo pofTeCs any purchase be ihould make of any, 
other real or perfcnal eftates in the kingdom ;; 
he pitched upon a feat of lord Tanker ville'», 
a: Daw ley near Uxbridge, in Middleiex, where 
he fettled with his lady, and indulged tht 
pleafure of gratifying the politeneis q£ his 
t^fle, by improving it into a iroil elegant vill^^ 
pidu re fque of the present Hate of his fortune^ 
and there amufcd himfelf with rural employ* 
uieots* 

• We have a iketch of his lord Ihip's way of 
life at this necreat, ia a leiter to Di^« Swiit by.- 
Mr. Pope, who omits no opportunity of re- 
prcffenting his lordfiiip in the mod amiablt . 
colours. This letter is dated at D|iw.ky>jQne S^ 
1 7 28, and begins thus : 

" I now hold the pen for my lord Boling^ 
** broke, who is ircading your letter between: 
*< two hay cocks; but his attention is foui£*> 
*< what diverted^ by- rafting his cye% o& tbc^ 
*i clouds, not in admiration of what you fiy,: 
** but for fear of a ihmvcr. He is pleafed? 
** with your placing him in the triumvirate- 
•| between )ourfelf and me ; though he f^ys>. 
'i that he doubts he /hail far^ like jLepidus :• 
*\ while one 6f us' runs away with all the 

•*• power. 
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^ powrcr* like Atmttllas ; «aiid another with aM 
'* the pkafare like Anthoiiyi. It is upoa n 
** a fOKfigUt of this» that be has fitted up his 
^ farm; and you.iviU agiti?^ that this fchems- 
** of retreat is not founded upon weak appear*- 
^^ an^es; Opon1iis'Teftam:frDm^ath» hd ftnds 
^ all pecbant^himidurs are purged out of hiro ;, 
" and bis great temperance and oeconomy.ai% 
^ (b fignal, thftthc fixA is.ht for my conflitU'^ 
*' lion, dhd. tli^lat^ter/vfoald enable you to lay 
'* ap fo much money, as io buy a bKhoprick 
^ in Ettthiod: .As to the^retum of his h^^ith 
f^ ffndJv^oat-,i«'Bftt:'7ba herd you m^ht en- 
'* t[Ufre of. his 'haymakers : but as td his tern- 
'^•perance I can an fwer, that for one whole 
'* day we had nothing for dinner, bnt moiton- 
■**-. broth^i beans and bacon, and a bam door 
** fowl. .' ' fc ■ ' ' Now hi^ lordihip is tun after his 
^ cart, I haye<B'momeiit left tO'myfelf to tell 
**^ y«u, that..! overheard him yefterd ay agree 
^ with a Painter, {or too pounds, to paint his 
^ country hall Witbrakes, fpades, .prong s,:^c.. 
^ a:nd other ornameirts, merely to eountenance 
** his Krailing'this phce a farm.". 

So far Mr. Fope ; to which I will take ieavr 
to add, froln* ocular teftimony, that it. was 
{tainted iMxohdingJy 3 and what dill makes it 
fnojie41nkiiig^>tbe-:whols is^eitecotod in black 
crayons only : fo that one cannot avoid calling 
to -mind, on viewing it, the figures fo often 
;n fcratched with charcoal upon the kitcheh 
ills of famvrhoufes. And to heighten .thr 

L4 faffl« 
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lame tafle» we read oyer the door* at the en* 
trance into it, this motto : Satis t>eatiis rvris 
honoribtis. In the (ame humoory. likewiie» hia 
krdihip writea to Dr. Swift. > . 

** I am in my farm, and here I (hoot ^on^ 

** and tenacious roots; I hate canghthold of 

** the earthy to ufe a Gardener's phrafe, and 

'* neither my enemies nor my friends will find 

''* it an eafy matter to tranfplant me*" . 

Thus the tcee was replanted, took' fOOt^ and 
flouriihed. Bqt fiili it boi«.not the fcuit that; 
was moft defired, and for want of which the 
owner looked upon it as little better then a 
barren trunk ; he was in tSe&, yet no more 
than a meer titular lord, and (lill flood exclud* 
ed from a feat in the houfe of Peers. ' 

Inflamed with diis taint that yet remained 
in his blood, he entered again, in 1726, opon 
, the poWic ilage ; and lii&vowittg all ohli§a»> 
tions to the minifler, he embarked in the op^ 
' pofmon s and taking that fhare in it for which 
lie was bell failed by his circumftances, b* 
foon diRin^uilhed himfelf by a multitude of 
|)ieces, wrote during the - (hort remainder' of 
that reign, and like wife for feveral years 
under the late, with great freedom. zn4 
boldne£, agaioft the me^ures that were.thea 
purfued. 

In the height of thefe political difputes, he 
found feme fpare hours for the meditations 
ef Philofophy,. and dcew up feveral eiTays upon 

the 
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the fubjcdl of metaphyfics. Having carried on 
^is part of the ficge againll the miniftcr, with 
inimitable fplrit for tea years ; he laid dowa 
his pen, uponadifagreementwith his principal 
coadjators ; and, in I735» he retired to 
Prance, in a full refolution never more to en- 
gage in public bufiaefs. 
; it has-been obferved, that, in the profeca. 
•ticm of this controverfy, our (latefman foand 
Jiimfelf obliged, from the beginning, to recom- 
mend the earl of Oxford's old (bheme under 
-the coalition of parties (then called the Broad- 
^bottom Scheme; the Tories being at thistime- 
out of any condition to .aim at places and 
^owert except as auxiliaries:' and it- may be\ 
added, that he joined with a perfon who had 
fhewn the fame conduft with regard to Sir 
.Robert VVaIpole,'as he had done tothe 'carl 
of Oxford; However, hi« lordlhip wa* re^ 
iblved to pulh it as far as pofTibie ; and when 
ibme fufpicioas began to a rife in him of the 
fidelity of his new friends, Mr. Pope'lays he 
gave him a hint of it in the hr& lines of his - 
JSJTay on Man. . 

Awake, my St» John, leave all meaner thing) - 
To low ainbition, and the pride of king£, 

Bnt this had not the defired eiFe£l« In an«. 
fwer to that friend's fuggeHtoas. he writes^; 

Is f* The 
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" The ftratigefifuatioo I art in, and Ae* 
melancholy ficuatka of pablk affiiir^,' take 
up much of my time, drVide or even diffipate 
my thought* ; of, vvhkh is \vorft, drag th^ 
mind down, by perpetual interruptions, fronl- 
« philofophical tone or temper to the drudgery 
of private and public bnfinefs. The laft lie* 
neardl my heart. Atid, fine6 I am <mct 
»iore engaged in the fervice of roy country^ 
difarmed, gaggM, and almoit bornid aa I anoy 
1 will not abandon it as long as the integrity 
and perfcverance of thofe who are under nontf 
Ef thefe difadvantages^ and with whom I now 
co-operate, faiake it reafonable* for me to siA 
the feme part.'* 

Accordingly he fead fuch leftures as ftill 
kept people together ; and, to his credit, k 
tannot be denied, as a political writer, that hfe 
managed the whole affair With the utmoll dex* 
ferity ; and very happily threw out a fyftem ctf 
policy, fo curiou/ly contrived^ that a man 
might enter into and purfue the public buiinels 
of the nation (if with any propriety a contrj- 
▼erfy carried on for the fake ot p6wer by a fet 
of men in any place whatever may be fo called) 
without deferting, ii^ his own opinion at leaft. 
Ills private notions of government. But when 
he faw the threads which he had wov4 toge- 
ther begin aftually to untwift, and was fatisfied 
kis new friends would (hew their party-princi- 

3^ pies 



fdes as fodiii td- t^«^'^]|lf^ o^ Of$t>ofitloi) was cut* 
^liBii he' (k^lftl>e<l, t^at no ihadosv of duty 
4libli|cd bin* t6 Igo fartlfef . • ' 

' BUktOi ht . obrerVesv tc^^d to .aft for the 
commbriwealth wherf'he ceafed to perfuade : 
and Solon Isad down hts arms before the public 
-mapmnts, when Fiiiftratas gKw too flrong co 
*be oppefed any longer with hopes of fuccefs, 

-His'l^rdihip followed thefecxampjcs, but net 

wth^l coUeding his utmoft fo^fceto give n 

-psttting-WoW'to the ihibifter; whieh, in re- 

'OAkyiof A\l hh Tk?tktr\y pt^cte is generally 

efldemed th^ b*a. • • '^ '• - ' • 

He had now feen through the fixtieth year 
■^•his age, afld had paffca through as great a 
variety of fcenes, both of pleafore and bufinefs,, 
4n ' active fifej' as' any of his contemporaries, 
'He hlid>gbffe as far towards* reiniVating him-, 
fetf^lii-the full" jpcrffeffibn df his fc^Aier honours. 
Us tte-ftieefdiAt of pirtS and applicatioii couJd 
go ; ,a*id wa«' &f length experittientally coA- 
vmced> thaft the decree was abfolutely irrevcr- 
6bUf: and the 4oor.was finally (hut againR 
Lim, 

If, in the decline of his life, he became lefs 

^on^picuoa^, he becante more amiable, and 

'he Wa:^far from -fuSbnh^ the hodrs to flide 

-away OTrffefully. ' ; ^ . [ ' -^ 

he^ had not; bieh long at his retreat near 
Fontainbleati, when he began a courfe of Let- 
rs on the Study ^nd Ufc of Hiftory, foi- the 
J of a young nobleman of diftinguifhed 
jrtli aid-capacflty-.. * •• 
• ^ I 6 In 
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In the mean, time k wasjevi^ei^tr^at 9 pe^* 
fon o£ fo.^dive an aBibkiqii a9;h<{. wals tiem^ 
pered with, muil li(\ greatly opei^ t0 ndiculo^ 
in afiiiiiiieg-9 ^^fygned philofophicj^V air of 
Utidy and contempl^^cioipk. HCriaw it,,^nd^ 
to obviate the Cenfure, he addrcfded a letter t^ 
lord Bathurfl^ upon the True U(e of Retife^ 
xnent and S.udy ; where we fee he had no ii>« 
tention, by (hi f ting the fceue* to drop the op- 
pofition to the niiniiler, but only, to cl^ange^a 
little the method of attack^ W;e will, l^piM- 
• ever, (hew the reader what he; hi^elff^^^ m, 
his defence to avoid this fu^e^ed ricUcttle*. 

*' To fet aboQt acquirifig the habits of ma^ 
Citation and dudy, late in life, is like getting 
into a go-cart with a grey beard) and leacniog 
to walk when we have loft the ufe pf pur 
legs. In general^ .the foundation, of a: l^appy 
cidiige muft be. Iai4 19. youth ; and, in parti- 
cular, he who has ip^ot cultovated his reafon 
young, will be utterly unable' to improve.it 
old. Manent ingenia fenibu5> mode perma- 
neant tludium $c induAria. 

- • *• Not only a love of ftudy, and' a dcfire of 
knowledge, mud have growp op with Us, but 

> iuch an induftr^ous applLcfitioi^ li^tewife,- as tm* 
«|uires the whole vigour of the mind to be ex- 

. Cited in the' purfuit of 'truths through lonp- 
trains of ideas, and all thofe dark receifes 
wherein man, not God, has hid it. 

This love, at^d this deiire, I have felt '' 
^y life y and 1 am not ^ui(^ a^ib^apger to t1 

iaduft 
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smistey and appUeatieii* . There hjis b«e 

:£i»&etfaing always ready to wbifper ia my ear» 

.Tvhilft I ran «fehe€oiufe of pleafore and bufinefs^ 

Solve {tnefcenttm. matoce faxiiis eqvium. BjH 

jny geniu3» unlike the daemon of Socrates, 

wkifpered Co foftly,. that very often I heard 

fhim.jiot.m ^ the . Kurry .of .thofe pafilons by 

which I was tranfported ; fome calroer hours 

-there were, in thein I heftrkened to him ; re- 

.£exion had often its turn; and the love of 

-Hiidy, and the deflre of< knov^ledge^ have n<»> 

'leer quite abandoned. me.. lam not therefore 

•entirely nnpjrepared for the life I will lea^ ; 

dnd it is not without reafon that I promife my- 

;ielf ibore fat}sfa£lion in the latter part of it» 

tban I ever knew in the former.'' 

The plan of his defigned gttack he catriod 
on in ieveral pieces, executed with a fpirit ao 
ways unequal to ihat of his former produc* 
tions. • - 

Upon the death of his father, in 1724, he 

fettled, at Batterfea, theancient feat of his fa- 

miFy ; wliere he pa^d the remainder of his 

life in. fuch a dignity, as was the natural re- 

falt of the, eievatioa of his genius, perfected 

by long.experiencey. many difappointments. 

and much reie£lioa"; re(blving» fince he could 

. 'tto't obtain his feat again in the houfe of peeis, 

ret mott to meddle in public affairs. 

\fter the cohcluiion of the late iaaufpicious 

, in i747» the meafures taken in the ad- 

miniilratioQ 
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mimilMlioa htvoL not ta jwirf beite Yejutgaaai^ 
to his notions of political prodtiice.for. tbaut 
|UR£tar<; and what th«fit were^is feen^ in 
•part, in %tine reflexions wrictraa.b^r. him ^iii. 
27 49, On thePreiient State of the Nation, 
prtncipaliy with Regard to her Taxes- asd 
Debts, 9jb4 oa the Cau&s SLud.:Ctm{t^Baace9 
of them. 

This uttderukit&g was. left unfiBiibcd«..nai' 
did he fuWive it long. He had oftsn* wished 
•to fetch hislafi: breath, at Bltierfea r axirciun^ 
ftance whkli happened toihim oik t;h& fifteenth 
of November, 1751^ on the v^o of &>a»- 
fcore years of age. 

His corpie vn^s interied mik thofe^ef his 
anceftors, in that xhturch ; where there, u a 
marble menu men t ere died to his memory , witk< 
this ihfcription : 
' ' ' - .' . 

Heiie^Ues - ;. . * 
Henry St John j: 
In the rei^n of Q^een Aitne 
Secretary of War, Secretary of $iiMk. 
And Vi&ouat Bolingbroke. 
In the the .days of Kkg Gedrge L 
And Kmg George li. 
Something onone and better. « 

His attachment ta Qaeen^Adiie 
. EiFpior<sd him to a long and ^efe per&catkoi., 
He bore it with £rmnefs of mind . 
The enemy of no national party, 
The. friend of nofaftion. 

Diilinguiihed 
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SBAkgolfted ofider the clbod 6f a proicrifstion. 

Which kid not been eadrely taken ofi^ * 

By zeal to ttvaintain the libetty 

And toreftore the ancient profpenty 

Of Great Britain. 

He ftrrvived vU his brothers ; ib that the 
^late and honour defcended to his nephew, 
^e preftnt lord vi&rottnt Bblibgbroke and St. 
John, whom he confHtated likewife his tefta^ 
-^metitary-'heir : and, as his lady died many 
rears before him, {6 the difpotes in law aboot 
lier fbtttine happening to be finally determined 
about the time of his deceafe^ by that lucky 
«vent, the nephew reaped the whole benefit of 
liis uncle's kindnefs immediately. 

His lordfinp left the care ;ind advantage of 
his manufcripts to Mr. Mallet, who pubHihed 
three tracts, in one vokime Svo, in 17^3, and 
four Tolumes more the following year ; in 
which the trudee, it feems, confulted his own 
profit more than his noble ^ benefa^or's fame ; 
as appears, from a prefentmrat of the grand- 
jury of Weftminfter, made on the fixteenth of 
Oftober the fame year, 1754, of thefe poft- 
humous works in four volumes, /' as tending. 
In the genera! fcope of ieveral pieces therein 
contained, as well as many particular expref- 
£ons which had been laid before them, to the 

bverfion of religion, government, and mo- 
Jity ; and being alio againft his majefty's 



-nee.'* 
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^ Indeed it is'almoll needled- tq tell- the world 
fiQW9 that, ia refpe6t:to his reHgion* he was 
undoubtedly what is-fomedmes underftood by 
the desromioation of an atheift.. Bat, however^ 
this part of hid coodad inay be cenfured, yet» . 
with all his paffions, and with all his faults, 
die will perhaps^ as the* writer of his life dI>-^ ^ 
Serves, be acknowledged, by poileiity.ia gtv 
.neral, as I think he is by the majority of the 
preicnt age, tO'h»re been, ia many re^jpeds, 
one of the moil extraordinary ^pefibna who 
.adorned it. » 

. In Ms exterior, .he was wonderfuliy agreea- 
ble. He had a dignity mixed with fweetne^ 
iti his looks, and a manner that would hav« 
captivated the heart, if his perfon had been 
ever fo indifierent. He was remarkable for« 
his vivacity, and had a. prodigious memory.' 
. He was a ^atefm^aa,. an orator, a leader of paa- 
ty^-was brought, in to bo6nefs early, . pusfuad ^ 
i it through the moil vigorous part of his life-; 

• enjoy ed« the finiles, endured the frowns, of 
•fortune ; and wasi befides, a man of learning, 

refiedion, and wit. 

With all > tbefe qualities, and I thiiik hia 
.enemies will aMow that he had them^s^i, he 
/ could fearce write any thing that did ncrt de« 

• ferve to he read- and to be iladied. . Whbn thit 
' isfatd, however, we muft confine ou rfeUes to^ 

the fubjejds to which thefe charaders bdong^;^ 

'. for hefometime$,..as we fee, made-excuriiQaa 

into others, of which he neither wa9».^nor 

could' 
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tottid be expeded to be, a perfe^ maHer : 
afid open tbem 'he wrote ]tke other nven^. In 
reaUtyy iheis h not niiish daoeer of beiag 
niiined by him in thefe aMttert : 3ie fame wiU 
dom that dire^s us not to take our politics from ^ 
^txA»i escdaims^agatnft rrceivins dmr religion 
horn a politician ^ it is in that cbarader that 
he excels. 

We geiierally» and indeed juftly, prefer ibch 
writers as have an opporttmity of being pca^i* 
cally, as well as fpeealativ^yy acquainted with 
the fiibje& on which they wi'ite. Demofthenei 
and Cicero wei« AateiaKn,as wt^l as oratias. 
Caefar was confpici^biia for hia.leanaingy at 
well as his abilities, in the camp and in the 
cabinet: his Xlbmnientaries are a proof of it; 
and the critic fpoke truly vfhp faid, that he 
wjrote with the fame. fpirit. with which he 
foaghti' Machiavel waa alike vetfed in bi»fi» 
ne£i and in books ^ end that is the true reafoa 
why his merit is confefied even by thofe who 
abhor his maxims. In our own coonuy,' the 
wridngs of Sir Walter Rakish, and the noble 
hiilorian, are juHIy efieemedat a higher rate 
than thofe of men who had not the likeoppor* 
lisniiiesof penetrauog to the .very bottom of 
1^'! fpringa and «au&s of diofe .tra&&^tona 
which they undertook to exaauii^, and to cjri** 
«klKe as well as(to record. • 

From the- very &me motives, the works of 
a iogeniotts writer have merited, and, in all 
iKahiliiy^ will continue to meiit^ attentioa 

and 
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undl ap^laaft. He Hved to te ifac x>p4niiig of 
that glonovs^ pnofpcd t»hkh he.^>4^ait:i of» nt 
the nviMUa^ nf of hit Idn^ol a Facitot Kbigv 
ia.thtlefftpti>roitttsmn;, ' i ' : 

» •l'"i"-'» '. ' • ' ^ 

l . J ' 1 . * ■.-».'» ' 

• " ThoTe who Xk¥» t» ice Aidi' happy Hi^i^ 
Md to a&ia ib glonous adoene, will* pwlmpB^. 
call to mind, with fbme tendernefs of fenti^ 
meat, when%he iis no mofcv ^a mki whoootftii*- 
biited his aute<ta carrfon fi> good a> wodk, aikl 
who defiled isfe.for notfatng fo amcb^ as ta 
fee a Xingi Df Great- Btit^m ^he^efl pc^alat 
snai la fats coa»tr)&, smd a^fatmt finagk at the 
iicad of a ohksd peop W^' 



.T <• 



What he meant perhaps as. a.c;oafipHa»ecit ia 
htcome a kiad «f prophecy, foil-fiifed in ithrt* 
aaipieft rcatifier^.. Itnuqr <erf(e as a maiHi«- 
mental imibnpiaon^ If khad Beeb'mote ex-c> 
aoidedyitjwoakt ha«e.heer| a tei «€ 'fBsictalt> 
#iiavion of i»lniiblfi%0ii3iHD(elf. Itfeems ht 
~3liighted' to t^4a&4xf regaidia^'di^aintfSfbw 
fpe£ts ^ and fhttt oiil the ideaof didbiatloii bp 
contemplating the effe6{6*ofl)is political doc^ 
trines in ages beyood his owa« Andit cannot 
bt denUd« Chat, wiiile either hdiom or iree*- 
dofn reiaains aiaong. u^ his> tyfitlagsba that 
labjea wiM .pa^e^^tr? its^rit and* vtfe.' IThfs 
they always had : bat my iDeaalai^ mi <diat: 
they' will hsVe it liowin'-aa Adyancei* and fex- 
tnaordidary degrcet death, 'in rei»6vtng: hiia, 
out ofuhe reach of- envy, as»d ihe rageief j^af 
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foufy, has extended the utility, and 6xed the 
imai^tdlky,' of 'his "writlogs. * l^ir repbta^ 
laoB will sow -reft upcm their iikerit, withDuC 
{iitktitkg any dimkittton £mm th^ fkilbg» of 
(heir author : fmlinei he had, and who haa 
^aiii not I Wert the xrAtMitn he oppofed 
withoBt iaiUaigf i Bttt thefe did not iaic^ hii 
writings. Tho£& were pf od«idt8 of his cooler 
fcottr«« and il^ew.ns the aobie ellbrts of a great 
genius/ when condudted and fupported'by es&i 
perience« They open to us all the fecr^t 
iCjpring»aiid iiidden ipaevhantifiiy not 9i our ci)n- 
Hitutioo^ . for that is nobli^ plma and graeefollf 
fimpfc ; but of the executive powers, and the 
adinim^ration of go\*erninent ; how theie may 
be difo«dered> rpoiled,4md broken r how they 
aody be dVdemfd kam theonotkws of ehe Ma-^ 
cbin^-; and how thefe errors may be-Tepatred 
pr pteyented* W.hiie he Uved, histdbimooy 
was ever impeached, .by.ajfttggeftioa that Jiii 
aim was to have the direflion of the Pendu- 
Imn : bot that Can. befaid no more. An ^U 
ilsLill, all his acotenefs, all his . fagaclty, are 
now ufelefs to thewAnift i bat we are confole^ 
for this, by the confideration, that they may 
he £o ^^ch the jnor^ u&Gsi to oa and to our 
country. , 

Such ift the elogiuni given eC hiii by -the 
writer of the Mcmoks .tif hjs Life; who^. 

vijig caft them into the fbrm of Letters to a 
r Gentleman, clofes the fvliok in tho 
ing words i ' * 
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. ** My pen has been employed ia ihewing' 
you, this is no ptmtgync, but a jaft tnboteto- 
fnerit; and the reft of the world will gradn- 
ally karn this from the writings ^emlelves, 
which will be now read with lefs prejodics^ 
and more refped. His writings are the Mo«' 
itiiments which he confecrated to pofterity r 
and, . though He is now no more, Thefc will^ 
laft For Eytr.*' 

. Hi& lordihip was efteemed, almoft' to a de*^ 
gree of adoiation» by the Mt poet oi hia 
age ; who has blazoned his charader with the 
brighteil colours that wit coold invent, or 
foadnefs beftow, by inunortalizing both hia 
own fame, and that of his nobie friend, at» 
whofe pexfuafion, and by whofe aiTiftaace, thia 
incompwable dida;£Uc poem^ his£llay on Man» 
was begun and execoted/ 

Come on^ Ay friend, my genius come along-; 

Oh, mailer of the Poet and the Song ! 

And, while the Mufe now ftoops, or nonf. 

afcends. 
To man's low. paffions^ and their gtorioa» 

end|, 
Teach me, like thee» in various nature wife» ' 
To fall with dignity, with temper rife : 
Form'd by thy converfe happily to fteer, 
from gay to grave, from lively to fevcre j. 
Corred with fpirit, elegant with eafe, "^ 

Inttflt to reafen^ or polite to pleafe. 

C 
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Oh! whiie along the dream of time, thy name 
£xpaiided flies, and gathers all it's fame ; 
Say, fhall my little bark attend the fail, 
Parfoe the triumph, and partake the gale ? 
When ftatefmen, heroes, kings, in doll re« 

poic, 
Whoie fons will blufli their fathers were thy 

foes. 
Shall this thy verier future age pretend. 
Thou wef't my guide, philofopher, and friend ? 
That, urg'd by thee, I turn'd the tuneful 

art, 
J^'rom found, to things ; from fancy, to th« 

heart: 
Tor wit's falfe mirror hold up nature's light. 
Shew erring man. Whatever is, is right : 
That reafon, paflions , anfwer one great aim ; 
That true felf-love and fodalare the fame : 
That Virtue only makes our Blifs below ; 
JInd all our Knowledge is«-Ourfelve8to Knowl 
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» 

Crity, when under the eye of their great com- 
mander, gave a fure prelude of thgt fuperior 
greatnefs of foul which afterwards appeared in 
faim, and procured him both the confidence of 
Ills king and adnnration of his country. Like 
another Cyrus, -he difcouraged every thing that 
was daflardly and unbecoming in the young 
gentlemen of his own age; and,, with the ut- 
tnoft addrefs, encouraged what was manly, be- 
coming, and viftuOus^n them. 

Scarce was he alrived at the age of ten 
years, when he made the moft f.irprifing pro- 
grefs in the Greek and Latin tongues ; and, 
being well acquainted with thefe, the French 
became eafy to him. He was trained up by a 
governor for fome years, and then put to the 
college of Edinburgh under a guardian, where 
he had run through the whole coiirfe of his 
iludies in that feminary at the fourteenth year 
of his age ; ^nd was defignpd by his father for 
the law ; but, his genius being turned for the 
fword, he applied himfelf that way. 

He left the college of Edinburgh in the year 
1688, and went over to Holland ; where he 
palTed through the feveral degrees of prefer- 
ment under the eye of that diftinguifhed and 
auguft commander king William IIL then 
prince of Orange, who fliewed Bm great re- 
lpe£t in the (ight of his officers, and treated 
him with the tendernefs of an alfedtionate fa- 
ther. 

It was here that this noble lord learned forti* 
£cation and gunnery, which he afterwards ft 
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•f»reH improved, under the eye of the famoui 
Coehorn : and laid the foundation of that free 
and diiintereded fpirit which he breatht^d ia 
every air, and pradifed in every clime, for the 
fcrvice of his coontry ; and it was here that he 
learned leveral of ^e langnagea of Europe ; 
fuch as, French, Spantlh, German, Italian, and 
Dutch J every one of which he fpoke in fuch 
purity, that one could not diilinguifh his dia* 
Xtdi from that of a native of each country ; 
and would have been tempted to think, he 
was born in the metropolis, which generally 
^excells any other places of the kingdom where. 
in it (lands, as much in the elegance of accent, 
as in the politenefs of behaviour and faihion of 
their habit and drefs. 

At the time of the late glorious revolution, 
he came over to Scotland, and in fo particular 
a manner laid down the hardfhips of the Pro^ 
teilants, as to draw compaOion from all who 
heard him j and, by a juft reprefcntation of 
. the defign of the houfc of Bourbon, which at 
that time be could fo ftirewdJy guefs at, con- 
firmed thofe who were already engaged fjr the 
prince of Orange in the good opinion they had 
formed of hiscaufe, and prevailed upon others 
to embark in the fcheme. In a word, he did 
the .moll fabftantial fervices ; for, being wi:h 
' • . fafli<.r and grandfather at the convention of 
js, he feconded their ^arguments with 
nervous reafoning; and, like another 
J, moved the palJions of the audience, 
e charmed to fee fuch a noble tender- 
B 2 nefs 
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nefs and onafieded Cympatby in' a yoking mttsh 
whole gefture and mein commanded admiration 
from all who heard him. ^ '.* 

He was among the firft fb declare for king 
William : and, with* joy t^ receive the deli* 
vererof the nation^ went up, with his father, 
t> London, where he was; joyfully received, 
aad taken into his majedy's fervice, whom he 
a. tended to Ireland, continued with him, aa 
one of his life-guards, during all hi$ military 
ifxcnrfiODs in that«kirgdom > and adled t^ 
inoft l^roic part at that time thai pofBbly coald 
have been expe£Ud from the moft enterprising 
oificer. He alfo accompanied hU majeily on 
bis return to En glands attended him whil« 
there, and fet out uith him at his majeHy's 
departure for Holland on the (ixth of January, 
1691 ; but, as the winds proved contrary, th4 
king was obliged to return to Kenlington^, 
where he flayed ibr Tome few days, till tk« 
breaking of the frod ; when he weAt td 
Gravefend, and, wiih a convoy of men of 
war, flood to the coail of HoUahd ; where* 
coming oS the Goree, ^e left the yacht 
wherein he was^ went o^ with three ihallops, 
in company with the duke of Ormond, the 
lord- ile ward, and lord- high chamberlain, the 
earls of Portland and Monmouth, and myn* 
heers Overkirk and Zulelkin: but, through 
the di&ulties of the ice, that came down 
flioals, and the fogginefs of the weather, tl 
remained at fea alTnight, but arrived at 
Coreenext morning* 
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Here he took a fmall refrelhment, and im- 
jnedtatdf again taking boat foon landed at 
Oramenhack, where he was met and compli- 
mented by the dep,uties of the ftates, and then 
^afled to the Hague, where the populiace 
raifed the moft joyful acclamations, while he 
entered through the triumphal arches ereded 
in honbur of the wonders he had done. 
- Never was prince mjre regaled than king 
William Ilf. and never were thofe in the reti- 
^nuc of a king, among which Mr Dalrympl^ 
made a coniidsrabie figure, more carefled thaa 
thof? who attended the hero : por weie the 
Hates- general (ingle in paying him their cora- 
pliteents; for ambafTadors -arrived from feveral 
ctJUTts in Germany, to congratulate him on his 
fisccefs, and to ciiter into new en^agenienis* 
with him for fapporting of the liberties of Eu- 
rope ; to which they were animated by the 
lively reprefcntacion made by his majefty, of 
the critical jundure of affairs ; and came into 
the rclblution of raifng two hundred aiid 
twenty. two thoitfahd men agalnft France j 
whereof twenty thoufand were to beraifed frofn 
the national Biid(h forces. 

As thefe regiments were to be raifed, his 

inajefty conferred a colonel's commiflion upoit 

this his faithful fervant ; with which he ferved 

under his great commander at the battle of 

enkirk, where the Engli(h bravery (hone 

h the brighteft luftre; for, though they 

' \ not force a camp fortified with liedge*;, 

'*n#»d by c^noit advantagcoofly pofted 

B 3 upon 
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upon tRiinences, yet tbcy cat off the flower of 
the French troops, with five hundred officers^, 
v^ho lay dead ob the fpot. 

But, among thofe who engaged, none diilia* 
guifhed hirofelf more than Mr. Dairy mple; he 
ieveral limes rallied his regiment, when the 
ranks were broken by the devouring cannon^ 
find brought them back to the charge ; per> 
formed miracles of bravery with ihcm, and 
was ioiirumental in faving maoy troops front 
being cut in pieces, as he Hopped the purfuit 
till they had time to rally and renew the at- 
tack. * 

Though the Allies were unfuccefsful in 
Flanders, yet they cariied all before them ia 
the main. At La Hogue the French fleet was 
almolt deflroyed ; and her trade, by mcan> of 
feveral large captures taken from her, in a 
manner wholly rained. At Landen there wa& 
a fecond battle ; and, though it be true, that 
the king of England was obliged to yield th* 
£eld to numbers, yet he had more glory thaa 
«rven if vidory had crowned his ilandards. 
The misfortune of Lanfien, indeed, happened 
through the fault of a Arange officer; but, 
could it be more gloriouily, and more advan- 
^ageoufly repaired, than by that admirable^ pre« 
Jenceof mind, with which king William faved 
the reft of the army ? J n time of trouble^ 
into^ which fucb diforders throw an ordinar*' 
general, people ufually look upon the bringin 
the (battered remains of the routed aripy, w> 
t^ere faved in the fight^ toward the f-"*-** 
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of their own country, as an uncomironflroke 
of prudence ; but' this illul!riou:» hero, whore 
views were always more extended, and more 
jufl than thofe of other hien, made them ren- 
dezvous upon the borders cf the. e.^emy; fa« 
'voured the retreat of his forces, fighting as he 
gave back more like a conqueror than like one 
that was vanqulih&d ; obliging, by this march 
and refblution, feveral princes of Germany to 
join their troops to his own; and commanded, 
fome time after, at the famous fiege of Na- 
mur ; where fortune fecbnded fo well his ef- 
forts for gaining the place, in fight of tie 
whole French army, commanded by one of the 
moft experienced officers of the time, that fhe 
deferved fo be pardoned for the injultice of 
having, abandoned him at the commencement 
of the campaign ; and, as by her fiowns'fbe 
protradled the war, fo by this one fmilc flic 
ended it, to the ho-iour and fatisfaclion of the 
Allies; and brought on the peace Qf Ryfwick 
in 1695. ' *v 

Short lived 3 however, was this repo/e after 
fo long and terrible a commotion 5 for the 
fiame of war was not cxtinguillied, but only 
covered by fome political aflies, that were 
thrown upon the heart of the grand monarchr, 
who waited for a plaufible pretext of felting fire 
to the coals, which feemed to be wholly 

•^"ched. 

harles II. who was then king of S^^ni"^ 

.g in a very bad ftatc of health, an'^ ^^y* 

no male iffue of his own -bodv* was in 

B 4 £<•«*' 
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great perplexity about fectliog (he fucce^tm to 
kis hereditary dominions. Qn the one band, 
he preferred the intereft of his own family to 
that of the shoufe of Bourbon, from whoni 
l^och he and his ancellors had received fo many 
injuries i and was ftrongly folicited by hi^ 
queen, who was filler tp tne emprefs, and hy 
the miniilers of the empe^ror^ to difpofe of hi^ 
dominions in ftvour of the afch-dukp Charles, 
his fecond fon. On the other hand, the par- 
tifaps of France, who were about hjs catholic 
majedy,. were artfully infinqating to hin), th^ 
r5:pediency and advantage that would accrue 
|o vS[>ain in particular, and to the caihplic re- 
ligion in generaj, fliould the farmer be fettled 
under the prote^ioH of the iup(l Chri(liai| 
king. 

The renunciations of hi? ^unt gnd (i^er, 
the one mother, the other wife, to Lewis XIVj 
yv€tt demon ftrated by them to be ouU by tht? 
laws of Spain ; and, cpnfecjvjeJMly, tl)at the 
article of giving up all pretenfjons "to th^ Sps^-i 
pi(h fiKceffion, iij the partition-treaty, was,' 
ipfp fa^Slo, void to all intents an(i purpofes | 
for, tljat no forms whatever were faificieat t(^^ 
^her the nature of things. 

Thefe argumeots would haye l}a4 but H'tilq 
force* if one more cogent had not been ad-s 
yanped. ; viz. That, a^ this pQjnt was dqbipu;s^ 
there was fear of' ftirring up the great^ft pQ>v^ 
efs fgaipil one fU)other | §nd, th^t t^is 
migi;?. tifi thfi ijadruipept pf qauc|j bloodljied z 
^* for vjiicli>" ^dd^4 ^^^^ crafty ftatpfpien. 
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♦* yoa will be anfwerableat a higher tribunal* 
whether your guilt be- contracted by delaying 
to fet your houfe in order,* or by a rafli and 
Unjaft difpofal of yo\ir dominions." 

Thcfc arguments much dillraded the mind 
of the king, who had recourfe to the ui'ual 
way of thofe of the Romilh communion ; 
viz. to afk the pope's advice in this perplexed 
and intricate ipatter. The holy father, and 
his conclave of cardinals, determined in fa« 
vottr of .France; and the mioillers of that 
court at Madrid, did all in their power to 
brin^ to perfeftion the darling projeft,. of 
putting Spain, and the Indies, into the hands 
o^ their monarch : and, fo artfully did they 
Cfontriv? the bufinefs, as, by large promiie* 
and well-placed fums, to gain over the princi.- 
pal favourites at court : Tome do not even ^ 
fcruple to fay, that, when the will was pre- 
lented to the Spaniih monarch to be figncd, 
in favour of the arch-duke Charles, a younger 
branch of the houfe of Auftria,. juit whea 
he was about to take itic pen in his hand,. 
fbme chicane or other was made uCe of to caufc 
Irim to turn about; which while he did, ano- 
tb.er was inflantly fubditmed ia its. place, and. 
Tubfcribed by him. 

The Spaniih monarch furvived this laft 

deed but a Ihort time, forheniied in about a 

** tnight after, on the firft of November^, 

o; and fcarce was he dead when, a letter 

written by the regency, at the head of. 

-^ -vas the artftil cardinal Fcf^to€ar^e, in-- 

B- 5. timating 
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ti mating this fettlcment of fucccflion to hU 
moft Chriftian majelly , who told the Spaniftt 
ambaifador^ the marquis de Cartel dos Rios, 
that he wag very fofry for the lofs which Ea-j 
rope in general, and Spain in particular, had 
fuflained by the lofs oT fa great a king ; and*, 
thouoh he had all poflible intentions to gratify 
the wifhes of the Spanifh nation, in fending 
the duke of Anjou among then) as their fov€- 
reien, acccrding to their ardent defire, foip 
which he heartily thanked them ; yet the tick- 
lifti ftatc of affairs of Europe, at that time,^ 
would not admit of making too hady a ilep in 
fo important an affair; but that, on every oc* 
cafion, he was ready to promote the intereil 
and glory of the Spanifh nation. 

The quef!io», that had long been debated^ 
Whether it was necefTary to enter into war 
with France ? was no longer doubtful : the 
thing was refblved on ; and, in that fame 
month, a grand alliance, defenfive and offen« 
live, was concluded between the emperor, the 
king, and the ft ates general, in order effeftu- 
ally to thwart the defigns of France, and ob- 
tain full faiisfadlion for each of the contrading 
parties. 

Now had king William a fair opportunity 
©f being aivenged on the French monarch ; .foe 
the Britifh foldicrs, who were but raw whea 
he came to the throne, were now hardy vete- 
rans, and the oEcers had learned the art i 
war vnder that great commander : but P 
Ten was plg^fed to put an end to £o v; 
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Ixle a life apon the eighth of March^ in the 
year 1702. 

This fudden event gave a ihock to the 
grand alliance ; but yet did not prove fo fatal 
as iome at firft imagined; becaofe the army, 
though deprived of king William's prefence, 
were, yet a^uated by his temper, and breathed' 
nothing but a fpirit of valour> in ilnitation of 
his glorious exploits. 

Seven hours after the expiration of that de- 
liverer of Europe, William III. of Orange 
and of England, the privy-coundl fat; and 
the quetUf who was that very day proclainied 
in London, gav6 them the ftrongefl aifurances, 
in a pathetic and moving fpeecnt of her un« 
alterable refoliition to purfue the meafures 
taken by hef gionoas predeceifor. The mem« 
Jbers of the privy-council were continued, and 
king William's favourites were only preferred. 
The duke of Marlborough was appointed ge- 
neral of her forces by the late king's recom- 
. mending him to herfervice as a maa of a cool 
head and a warm heart, proper to encounter 
the genius of France, and put a- Hop to her 
defigns of en Having all Europe. 

Hig grace was accordingly fent over to Hol- 
'land, as ambafiador- extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary, with her letter to the ftates, con- 
doling them upon the death of the king, and 
declaring her intentions to oiaintain* all her 
oces, preferve the peace of Europe,, and 
ice the pow.(?r of France. 

B 6 ■ The 
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Thfi quMB of Engliad beuig ccwncd upon 
the twenty* third of April, 1702, imiiie<Jiatel/. 
catted a council; in which, after a full de- 
bate, it was agreed to declare' war again(^ 
f ranee ; and the leiioUition being aixerwards 
^pprovei^ by the commona, the fame was pro« 
daimed upon the fouith ef May, with. tk« 
iitual Iblemaitiei. 

The reafons affigned were principally thefe: 
The Ffff nd\ king^ kecnping poiTefiioii of all t|ie 
8pajai(h dcxQioionSy leized ^pon Milan and 
the Netherlaadsy making himielf n^a&er of tb<» 
entrance into the Mediterranean, and of ihe 
pons in the Spani& £afl- Indies, by his fteets : 
and for offering fq great aa aifront and ipdig* 
nity to the queen ajsi4 her kingdoms^ as te d4- 
clare^ jointly with Spaiip, thea folely aader hift^ 
iftiu^nca, ' the protended pnnte of Walesy 
king of Great- Britain. ,Th« Dutch ibon foX» 
lowed ^ and, for every iide, there wece the 
anod unheard of preparations. 

The prince of Nafi*aa-Saa(bruck opened the 
campaign with the fieg« of KeifeHwaert, a 
Ikiall bqt ftipng town in the eledtorate ojf Co- 
logne This plat-e cofi a vail trouble before it 
-leil into the iTands of the beiiegers ; ibr, 
ftcxm the fixteenth of April, the elements on 
the one hand, and TalUrd on the Qthcr,. aiv« 
nayed them k>, that, though they had reduced 
t^e town to a heap of rubbifli, and battered 
. fehe , oi}twiudcs wok forty-eight <;aB00A and- 
thirty mortars, yOi till ihe niaih Qf knei ^»ey 
./ ' ^ . . did 
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^fd not dare to attack it by ftor in } but iben 

they fijiade b lodgment upon the conntorfcarp, 

BOtwitbilanding a mod deA>epate and obftinate 

Miftaiice, whic-b forced* tne beHeged to giiFe 

•p tbe place on honoa^able terms, but the tort 

wa» railed, according to agreement/ 

- Tke tafemg of tbis place was matter of coq« 

Kernstien to the Frencb foldiery ; to recover 

tbam ^rom which, marfbal Boufflers, being 

joined bv count Tallard and the duke of Bur* 

gundy'-e eerp9, marched off filently to Nirni* 

l^iieR : and, notwithftanding the refolute b^- 

havioor of the inhabitants, who planted one 

hundred and £xty pieces of cannon on th| 

waih, to ^ve them a warm reception, he 

Jnigbt have poiTeffed hlmfelf of that key into 

tke United Netherlands, had not the earl pf 

'Athione, tfpon the firft advice of this march, 

broke up, and, by a more ha(ly marph than 

that of the enemy, arrived in the neighbour- 

liood of Nimeguen half an hour before th^ 

French could get up» and (o fayed that im** 

portant ibrtreis. 

Landau forrendered to prince Lewis of ^a* 
den, after a fiege of three months, on the 
tenth of September ; and the French got a 
check befoie Ijulft, while Sa« Vangeht, and 
nany other. places, with a furprifing alacrity, 
and unw^arie4 diligence^ put tl\ea\rclyes in a. 
"^urc of defence. 

This, whh th^ir difiippointm^nt a,t Nime- 
N, ^ e^aged the French) that they plun- 
dthe city of CMcvcs, and made the de- 

fiBnceleia. 
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feBcekfs country feel the effe^s of their re- 
venge ; which was a little allayed by a prodi- 
gy of valour executed by the brave colonel 
Gravedeins, who^ by a fudden march %ith 
three hundred horfe, came up to reconnoitre 
the enemy.; and, meeting a party of fou^ 
hundred cavalry, he fell upon them* notwith- 
Aanding their fire,, fahre in hand, and kille4 
about half of their party. This a£iion- cod 
him fix or feven wounds» the only price he 
paid for fo great a treafure of applaufe. 

Such was theilateof the campaign when the 
duke of Marlbor' ugh, now declared aiader- 
general of the ordnance, arrived fronx Engw 
land, in quality of ambairador, and captainr 
generaU at the Hague ; whence, after fettling 
every thing, by conferences, in which his ieAr 
tiroents prevailed, even though contrary to 
the general voiiie of the afTembly, he fet out 
forjthe army, whofe hearts he gained by a mo«> 
defl ufe of that power wherewiih he was in* 
trufledi. 

He foon faw himfelf at the head of an army 
of fixty thoufand men, then encamped at Dack- 
enboorg : where, in a council of war, it w^ 
refolved to march in purfuit of the enemy, 
who retreated ,as he advanced^ and left the 
Confederates in poifeifion of the Spanilh GueU 
derland. 

It was during this march, that tke earl of 
Stair firft contracted an intimacy with the duke 
of Marlborough ; who, obferving hk alacrity 
and refolution, afid the unbounded courage of 

the 
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the moft fiery foldier, mixed with the wirdon 
and conduct of the greyeft hairsy .became par* 
ttcolarly fond of him ; and, though the dake, 
by a national prejadice, was not fo fdnd of 
encouraging Scotfmen, yet true merit afFeded 
the heart of the hero where-ever it was to be 
found. He obferved in Mr. Dalrymple, for 
that was the name under which he went, a 
bravery and courage equal to the moR danger- 
ous enterprizes, and, at the (ame time, a con* 
duft capable of extricating himfelf from the 
moft apparent difficulties. 

From Petit-Brugel, where the French camp 

was, they were obliged to move on the ap« 

proach of the Confederates. On the fecond of 

Aoguft, the army marched to demoliih the 

walls of Peer and Bray, two fmall towns in 

the biftopric of Liege, which the enemy held 

for iecuring their convoys. Tliey attacked, the 

£r(l of thefe places with a bravery only to be 

infpired by fuch officers as thei> had the com- 

mand. Every officer and every foldier vied 

with each other in di(lingui(hing himrelf under 

the eye of. his auguft commander; but none 

more than the. noble gentleman wbofc lite we 

9ire now writing ; for he, being made colonel 

of the RQyal Noi'th Britifh Dragoons, upon 

the ninth of March, 1702, endeavoured to 

raiie the reputation of that regiment ; and, 

being fent to*fupport a battery, he ftood at the 

^6 of his regiment, for feveral hours, while 

troops were falling on each hand of him« 

'"^■sMi the lead alteration of countenance or 
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dkfire to draw ofF* notwith&inding a furiOti'^ 
cannooajde from that quarter of the town. 

Never was man more generous to the offi^ 
errs, or more popular among the (bldiers^ 
than he ; for he to animated them by his exam-^ 
pie, by his motion and voice, that, afber hav- 
ing made a fnfficient breach in ,the walls, ho 
marched ap, fword in hand, aroidft ihowere of 
ire and of fmoak ; was the iirft to fcale the 
ladder, with a drawn fword in one hand, and 
paftol in the other 5 awarded the blow of ss 
grenadier, which was aimed at him, ftot him 
Seadonthe fpot, and mounted the wall, almoA 
like another Alexander, when he leaped intd 
the city of Oxtdraqaes^ fingle and alone. Th< 
troops (bon followed fi> glonotts an example* 
aod crowded aboot their leader, then expofed 
to the fire, not only of -the batteriet, but of 
the fmall arms of the enemy, who, being 
driVen from their pofts in confulion, comma • 
nicated the conilernation among their cooi^ 
rades, who quickly deferted the town. 
- The news of the taking Peer was carried. 
quickly throogh the army, which refewided 
the praises of the earl of Stair^ until anothef* 
adion, no way more ^^kmeus; but of greatet 
conCeqoence in the event, etfaced the memory, 
oi: that mofb furprifing exploit. 

A vety lacky drcumftance biq>pened foir.^ 
raifing the reputation of our noble hero ; for, 
as the^EnglimfoIdiers, in general,' wer^ dif- 
conteoted with the JDutch, for oppofing the: 
shike of Matlborooglt'^pvepoia) to engage thisi 

. ' Eiench,^ 
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ft^^f whicH a^ oiwrc inight haye ei?<fcd tbp 
war, they, were the more e%rage4 when tb^jr 
, (aw what prodigies he had wropght by h^ 
bravery apd condiuA ^ and reafoned thu» ; 
*«^What could. not an army of foldiera likfi 
thefp haye dpne in the open &eld* fince barri- 
cadoesy palliftidoesy ditches, lunettes, rave- 
.linesj placed in thp xnad due proportion froqi 
ppe ' anothi^r^ bpilt in the rood coipmodious 
manner for their mutual defence^ and planted 
with rows of devouring cannon^ were unablp 
XQ fydtfiln their charge )** 

Whether this reasoning was unjuft or no, J. 
Jeave to others to determine, and (hall only ob- 
&rve» that every colpnel in the confederate ar- 
jx^yt mpA not be Cappokd to have equfdled thp 
f ondad sLtii iiitrepiaity of the iminorul cail 
of Stair. 

The undaunted conrage ihewn by his regif> 
tnept t)pon this occafioi), threw a damp upon 
^he French army ; and, though lecured by mo* 
ra^e^ ^nd entj-enchments,. and fuperlor i^ 
numbers^ they ref^fed to wait th/e coming u^ 
of th^ Allies, but iilentJy di^camped in th^ 
Tagbt f while th^ duke of Burgundy, afhamed 
ofthat inadivity, which ended fo inglorioufly 
fpr kw* repaired to Verfaiiles, leaving the 
cQmm^id to m^r0idl Bonders, who was only 
djpacifon^ in commanding ^ flying camp, bom* 
Siding ft city, or feizi^g a. poU by {\^r 

!)e Put^b arpyyt who, before th^ coming 
ft 4^it^p^ ])^lb(}rQagh« wer^ obliged to 

retreat 
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retreat under the cannon of Nimeguen, fev^ 
the ene*hiy now flyiogin their turn, and avoid- 
ing a battle with as much care as the duke tvas 
eager to engage then), cither flying prccipv- 
lately before him, or polling themfelves be- 
hind places that were inacceffible. They de- 
camped on the eighteenth of Auguft, in order 
to fecure the navigation of the Maefe, by 
driving the enemy from their fortrefTes, and 
fo relieving Maellricht, then almoft blocked 
Op. • 

There is a xtry ftrong town in the territory 
ofRuremond, in Spanifh Guelderland, called 
Venlo, lituatcd on the edge of an ifland formed 
by the confluence of the Macfc with the little 
rivulet Haven ; ic lies near the little rivulet oi 
Julicr?, ten miles fouth weft of Gueldrcs, and 
eleven north of Ruremond, To this place did 
the Allies bend their courfe ; fat down before 
it on the twenty -fifth; and opened their 
trenches, on both fides the Maefe, on. the 
the twenty- feventh> without lofing a man 5 
Itaving planted their batteries of f:xty four 
cannons, twenty- four mortar pieces and haw- 
bitzers, and a vaft number of Coehorn- mor- 
tars. . . '• 
" As the place was well flored with provifions, ^ 
and the count de Varo, the governor, was re- 
folved on a vigorous defence, the fiege went 
On but flow^y, till the 7'th of September 
when the Lord Cutts attacked fort St. Micha- 
between the baftion which is next the pi; 
tnd the ravelin which Hes on the" Dortn 1 
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of it. He had under him the Royal JriOi' 
then commanded by Mr Stair, general Henk^ 
corn's regiment^ with one hundred and feventy- 
two grenadiers, and one hundred fufiiiers, un« 
der a lieutenant- colonel; as alfo three hun-* 
dred workmen* with a competent number of 
engineers. The grenadiers, animated by the 
promifes of that brave lord, cleared the coun- 
terfcarp with their fire, avoided a mine, at^o 
tacked the ravelin fword in hand, and made a 
dreadful flaughter. The way being now paved 
' outy his lordfhip marched up with all his 
forces, en|;aged the enemy, and foon became 
mailer of the ravelin : but their pofieffion of it 
was far from being quiet or peaceable, for the 
French fired inceflantly from the rampart of 
the fort ; on which the grenadiers threw in 
their grenadoes, attacked the fort fword iti 
)Kind, and drove the enemy from it fo haflilyi 
that they had not time to break down their ^ 
bridges, though fupported by their grenadiers* 
who hotly difputed it, by fire and pu(h of . 
pike, from the flank of one of their baflions* 
Thev quickly were in poffeifion of the place* 
and begun a dreadful havock, it being almtft 
iropoffible to check the fury of the foldiers for 
fome time. The troops of the fort, to the 
number of fix hundred, were either killed or 
drowned, except eighty, who pafTed the 
'^^aefe in fmall boats, and fo efcaped with 
' lives, , ^ ' 

ver was a. bolder adion in any cam* 
I never did officers and foldiers ad with 

more 
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more intrepidity: but, of them all, none fig^ 
nalized himfelr more than Mr. Stair. He was 
the firft to climb up the raoipart, and force 
his way into the fort ; and, no fooner was ho 
on the wall, than he flew into the thickeflr 
ranks of the enemy, killing and wounding all 
K/ho came near him. Several 66her6, Aich a9 
the earl of Huntington, the duke of Argf 1e, 
and Lord Mark &er» gave moll convincing 
proofs of their bravery. Four days after, rhd 
Acws of thie Airrendcr of Landau being 
brought to the camp, great rejoiciQ|8 wert 
made : the foldiers drew up in ord^ o? battle, 
and a triple difcharge froih their can'non and 
fmall arms was made; which being taken by 
the befie|red for a iignal of a ^geoeral a^tack^ 
the garnfon beat a parley, and furrendered 
the place, upon condition of being conducted 
to Antwerp*, with their arms and b^gg^l^e* 
but without any cannon or rtortars, on which 
they infifted at firfl; but gave up thsTt laft 
point. During this fiege, which lafted four 
weeks, the beneged loft as many n)en as tho 
beiiegers, but more comraiffioned ofScer^ 
The French, to make amends for their lofs of 
Venlo, marched to Hulft ; but were fo mocb 
galled by the cannon of the fort of the Great 
Kykuyt) that they were obliged to retire,, with 
the lofs of fix hundred men. 

But, though the French mifcarried in their 
d^fiens, yet the duke of Matlbosough alway 
carried liis point ; Ruremond and Steven 
waen furrendered by capitulation, in fight 

marft 
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snar&al BcFuiR^rs and the whole French ar 017. 
Th€& con<^u«ftsy though coniiderable in them* 
ielves, were not fufiiei^fit to fatisfy the adivc 
ibul of his. grace, who immediately refolved 
upon the bombarding of Liege, to which he 
jxroved' at the head of the Confederate army ; 
and, in bis way, having notice of the placo 
.where maribfti Boefflcfrs^ deigned to be one day 
nt noon, he marched iSo early as to be at the 
•place before hini ; and, in all probability, the 
^vhole. troops under that general mud have 
been cute to pieces, or taken, they being 
within (hot of their enemy 'ere they were 
aware, had not the Dutch, a fecond time, re* 
jeded the propofal of fighting : and, as the 
French decamped by favour of the night, fb 
the Allies marched, about one in the morn-* 
ingi ^froffl their pod at Soulendale, to Liege» 
on th^ h&. ofOdober ; and, about four o'clock 
\n the a^ernoon, came within cannon (hot of 
the cItadeK About fulti-fet, the troops were 
fa formed, as cfFedually to block up the town, 
in which were twelve bactalions of foot, dft^ 
pieces of cannon and mortars mounted, witji 
plenty of ammunition, and all other necefTa^i^ 
ries. 

The town quickly fell into the hands of the 

conqueror ; for the magift rates furrendered on 

condiaon that the citadel (hould not be at-* 

icked on the fldej of the city, in order to pre-* 

ot its being entirely deilroyed. The keys 

i delivered into the duke of Marlborough's 

' ''nds; and, oa the jth, the trenches 

' were 
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were opened before the great citadel, by four 
fiogliih battalions on the right, one of which 
was commanded by the deceafed lord ; and 
by a lilce number of the troops of the United 
Provinces. 

: That very evening the Allies attacked the 
enemy's entrenchments, which they forced 
and maintained. Two days after, the batte* 
ries being mounted with forty- four cannon 
and twelve mortars, furioufly played upon the 
citadel, and blew up ^ magazine of the ene- 
mies, in which were one thaufand bombs aad 
grenadoes, with fcveral barrels of powder. 
IN'cxt day they not only fet on fire another 
magazine, m which were fix hundred grena- 
does ready filled, but difmdunted the batteries 
of the enemy : and, on the third day, two 
more magazines were fet on fire by the bombs. 
In the evening fome fmall mortars and gre- 
nadoes, the invention of M. Coehorn, played 
with a fuccefs unprecedented till that time. 

That great engineer, having obferved the 
breach made by the batteries, advifed the 
duke of Marlborough to attack the counter- 
fcarp that afterr:oon ; which propofal being 
accepted, the battalions who- opened the 
trenches began the attack, about four o^clock, 
undercover of the cannon which had blowa 
up four magazines. They marched boldly 
up to the breach, not firing, though high'*' 
provoked to it, till within piftol-fhot of i 
counterfcarp^ which they attacked with a fi 
that obliged the enemy to retire ^ and, c 

fervi 
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(emng their coofternation, they got upon the 
covered way, pafled the ditch » mounted the 
breach at once and took the place fword in 
hand. 

It is impoflible to defcrlbe the refoIutioB of 
tlie Allies, but, particularly, the Britifti troops, 
opon this odcafion. The prince of HeiTe Caf- 
felf afterwards king of Sweden, voluntarily 
headed the grenadiers, was the firft to mount 
the breach, and wreft .the colours from a 
French officer; and here it was that this ge- 
nerous hero firft contraAed an intimacy with 
the deceafed lord, of whofe intrepidity and 
valour he had been an eye-witnefs, and to 
wfiom he was indebted for the prefervation of 
his valuable life : for, as his highncfs mounted, 
an officer was upon the ^oint of catting him 
through with a fabr^, and infallibly he muft 
have died there, and fo would have had no 
Opportunity of adorning- the Swedifh nation, 
had he not been refcued by the earl of Stair, 
who fhot the officer dead upon the fpot, with 
a piftol that was tied about him by a cord. 
The little fort of the Chartfeufe Was quickly 
fbrrendered to the viflorious Allies, who only 
loft one hundred and forty-three foldiers 
killed, and three hundred and fixty wounded, 
with about twenty officers of note. This was 
indeed a lofs to the Allies, but a fmall price 
^^^ fo important a place and fo glorious a con- 
cft ; upQp which medals were ft ruck, to 
..^*.f.,n»g (he fame of fo noble an adion. 

Jn 
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In fhoft, k fimiiaf were the mutual abilities 
and fuccefs of the(e two great generals, the 
duke of Marlborough and the earl of Stair, 
in their fucceeding campaigps,that the French 
were every where fo much baffled,, that, .ex- 
cept in Spain, where they took Tx^rtofa and 
Alicanty fortune did nof fo much as fniile. up* 
dn them throughout either ; fo that the mi^- 
ries under which they groaned » drove them ta 
the heceility of fuing for peace almoR upon any 
terths whatsoever. 

As the duke of Marlborough had beea de-. 
fain«d in the Low-Countries, on account of! 
ibme propofals made for peace on the part ot 
the French) fo he did not arrive in England 
till the twenty- fifth of February, 1709; when 
Kc Was attended by feveral of the nobility^ 
among whom was the earl of Stair, whpfe ac« 
quaintance was now univer(al# and enabled 
him to ihare very much in. all the ehtertai0<« 
^ents of the court 

His grace was now compliinented by tiie 
Houie of Lords; but this mighty Uofann* 
was turned quickly into Crucify; which 
might be owing to the death of prince George 
of Denmark, who died upon the twenty- e^kijr 
of Odlober, to the exceflive grief of the queen, 
to whom he was the moil loving hufband, be« 
fides a guardian and father to the nation in 
general. 

Her majelly was Co much grieved for the 
lofs of her beloved confort, that ihe could not 
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go' to the houft on the flxtecntJi of November, 
when the parliam«tit met ; but appointed com- 
xfitflfoners to open the faote in her name. 

The ftftl com fbit tft'at ever fhc h^d, Was, 
when (he f^^V the duke come irf, attended by 
Ae earl of Stair ; tfnd, oh looking upon hini, 
flie recollected a faying of her royal hyfbarid iiv 
lii« favout, am} bnrit f^rch into tears ; and in- 
deed it was no \»onder, for hedire^cd andf 
glided' her fo i^eW- ift the management of her 
•flym, that much of the ftK:c^rs of the cam^ 
paign was owing to'hln*. 

Id April, |hc A1l!« took the caftleof Pror- 

fttviile and Mortaigne, and madfr the enemy 
y before them i after which tbeyinve/lcd 
Doway on the twenty. ftcond, and opened 
trenches before: it npOn the twenty- fourth, car- 
rying on the fiege with great vigour till thcf 
€iventy« ninth, when the garrifon made a Tally; 
hut vvete dHven back by general M*Kartnoy 
to the very counterfcarp of the place. Oh tl e 
Pfn^klk ohMity they fallied out »gain, but 
were driven bagk, by colonel Prefion, in thd 

i^reailjftdiford^r; and, on the fevcntecnth-) a 
ltd* horn-work was taken in the front of their 
9ppr<imhc^j with very fmall lof*. 
• Ncjrtday another (ally was attempted 5 buti 
oft the approach of the' earl of Stair, who had 
"ome from Warfaw on purpofe to confer with 
'^ceof Marlbor6agh concerning the m6a- 
be taken with the Swedes, they retired 
"s utmoft precipitation. 

r 
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He continued with bis grace tiM the tvftntf* ' 
iixth, a£ling as a volunteer in moil of the at- 
tacks ; when he was, l^ a fpecial commiflioB 
from the queen, on account of his metit, made 
a knight of the noble order of the thiftle. 

His lordihip. was introduced into the room 
appoinled for the ceremony by ^e marquis of 
Harwich ; and, being on his knees, fupported 
!by the earls of Orrery and Orkney, he received 
the eniigns of the order from die duke of 
Marlborough, who put the ribbon and medal 
about his neck ; tendered the odth and ftatotes 
to him in presence of m^ny general officers, 
to whog^ he afterwards gave a grand entertain- 
ment, and appeared more than iifuallyiktisiied 
with what he had done. 

As the bufinefs would not permit the earl to 
continue any longer at the fiege^ he again fet 
out for War fa w, with full power to aft as he 
fliould fee caufe ; and, at the fame time, with 
pofitive injunctions to inform the king of Po^ 
land how much the duke of Marlborough had 
liis intereft at heart. 

As it is not our bufinefs to enter minutely 
into an account of what happened in P<^tid 
during the ambaffy of this noble lord, we 
Ihali only •oblerve, that king AnguHus entered 
clofely into an alliance with the kings of Den** 
mark and Pruffia, againft thekineof Sweden; 
and, that thefe, with the czar, harraiTed his 
troops, and attacked them on every quarter^ 
though fometimes they were made to fmart for 
their procedure 5 witneft tHe battles of Hel« 

Aobargbp 
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finburgb, in \j\\^ aod Gaddbaflu in 17 13* 
where the famous marih^l Saxe learned lug 
&.ik fttdisieiHs of war. It ir true, indeedv 
thefe brave troopsi. who had gained fo much 
glory in thefe anions with general Steinboclc, 
were made prifoners afterwards ; and the utt- 
fortunate king of Sweden, in the year 17 14^ 
xeturae 4 to iiis dominion6» then de folate and 
almoft xe^y (0 receive the conquerors but, to 
jeturn |o the earl of Stair, 

I{e was all this time at Warfaw in the clo(eft 
/riendfhip and correfpondence with his Poiifli 
XDaje%» who Sometimes did him the honour 
•to dine at his houie ; and one day the king, 
who had a furprifing dexterity added to an in- 
credible flrength of body, beiqg at dinner, 
xook one of the^ filver plates in his hand and 
folded it up like a piece of tin ; but correding 
J>isg-miftnke, he begged of the BritiQi ambaf- 
iador to be excuied; ^ For," faid he» " 1 was 
jthinking upon fomethirg." His excel-lency 
accepted his apology, and returned the com- 
pliment with all the fweetnefs and grace that 
icoold be (hewn from fuch an an^baifador to fo 
great a king. 

One other day, his Poli(h majefty.and he 

^being pretty familiar, the former took up a 

fword in his hand, with which he made fome 

fioori(hes, and caufed the blade to fpring from 

handle ; and told the earl, that he never 

- fword but he could ufe in that ikianner. 

us he continued for four years, in. which 

* ? contra^ed an acquaintance with the 

C 2 . moil 
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XBoft prt.of ^ IbriigQ kmbalkd^n^ stA 
framed to ^hnieJf « dear id^a of the iiHetri^'s 
of the {(Oveta\ ctwrts ift tKe i)^ftl»^. He » 
thought, by fomt, ta hjrtrc been tbe hrik wh^, 
by means of the dttke of Mar Iberocg'h, pro* 
jeded the l-efiunciartidn'Of Bremen and Verdeiy» 
x>n the part of the k»ng of Denmark, in fa^ 
voar of king Geor^ L §nd, as this was an 
additional j6«v<t to his •majefty's Gerihan do^ 
minions, fo it was lifterwarde the vety meani 
■by which Sweddl* was faved, as* one -million of 
crowns were granted by king George I. to that 
kingdom, and a poweriol 6eet fentaptheBaf- 
tic to ^op the incurfions of the Ruffians, and 
to biang about a peace, which was afterwards 
adualiydone. 

1 H« was called hottte il* the year 1713, wheti 
he warflrripped of aH 4ii* ertpkr^m^nts ; awl, 
having -iived very fpl#ndid!y at Wai-faw/ he 
contrstdted fome debts which, at that time, lay 
heary upon him. His flate and equipage 
were ready to bd arreted ; and perhaps woo id 
have been expofed tbfaie, if one Mr. Lawfert, 
who was a lieilten»tit'iii't^Xi)aineroiiian'regi^ 
ment, had not gcneroufly granted. him a-loaa 
of ciirerthou£arid fei^ht htindrcd pcund^ ; and it 
is ti.ardtofay,"Whtther Mr. Lawfon's goodne^ 
9P the earl of ^Stair's gratitude, ever a-fter, wat 
inoft ro be admired. ' ' • 

He now returned from court to his op 
eftate 5. ell tfsfbMi wing the fate of' his pat 
fhe dutee <tf Marlborough,- whd had 
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fbrved in ths &bi6 gnuimct ahomttwo yam be# 

V Queen Annt dying on tkt iirft of. Angfufl, 
ifi thi3 fifmth 7t»r of her age, ai^ thirteenth 
»f hpr xeign» .tfe^ ipledor of Hancver^ king 
Geor^e^I. /iA^a$.cr<»vvn«d, with sli podii>hle oiag- 
fiiitcmifCis md fylendor, farroujidod by his par- 
ticular ^vourrtes, whofe difgraces formerly 
Bim made theto appeio' with a hrightcf ludre; 
Among the number of tbofe received intO'hia 
fj^vouT war the ear! of Stair, wh«^ upon the 
twenty 'eighth jof .06iobef, .was appointed one 
9f the lo^ds of his bedchamber; next day waa 
IWoro.oafe of his priv^y-councii ; and, in No- 
vember* was noade commander in chief of all 
hU forces in Scotland : and, indoed, he addtfii 
H<a aiddi^onal luiire to tkeii: piacea which ho 

Th«nationi iii geiioraly.wcsv ^1 pleafed 
with i}he 'Arrival u( kibg Gjeorge ^ and^ gene<» 
xfiUy. the fan^trrKtcd of. th« dvkeof Marlbo-^ 
lough were ehoff n to repre&ni ih» cotinttes and 
boroughs in the parlianifnt ihat was fusuiioned 
to meet on the feveoteenth of March, 1715: 
and, in Scotland, the oppoiier$,Df the. former 
miniftry prevailed ; afld jhe earl 6f Stair^ tW 
ftbfent, was, upon the third of this roontht 
Bnanimoufly chofen as a reprefentative in the 
firll Septennial parliament. 

>n the king's acceilion to the throne^ am^ 
_jors were fent to fever al powers of Eu» 
: ; and, as the French court was both the 
Splendid, and her intrigues the mo& dan- 

C 3 gerous^ 
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gerous, a perfoD of fpirit^ of a ibimd i^ind in 
a foond body ; one of an enterpriilng genruv 
cf a police tafie and deep penetration, was to 
be difpatched to her. The perfon thought of 
by the duke of Marlborough^ and by the king 
bimfelfy was the lord Stair ; who, on his being 
introduced to his royal mailer, was compli- 
mented on his prudent management in Poland 
and deiired to behave as he ihould fee occa* 
ion. 

He fet out for Paris in January, 1715, and, 
in a few days after, entered that capital, in fo 
fplendid a manner,^ that the other ambafladors 
admired him, while old Lewis himfelf looked 
upon it as a banter upon him in* bis capital ; 
and, to (peak confcientioufly, as every hillo* 
rian ought to do, according to. his light, how 
could he do otherwife ? for, lo ! an ambaflk* 
dor irom a prince, whom, ibme few months 
ago, he had aflually deiired ihould be de* 
graded from the honour of an ele^or in th» 
empire, raiicd to a throne, little inferior at 
any time-, but now much more fplendid than 
his own : lo ! this ambafladch' making a more 
brilliant appearance than any of the fame da* 
tion ever did before ; and yet nothing when 
compared to his public entry in the year 
-1719, when he complimented his late majefly 
on his mounting the thron«, the manner of 
which we (hall afterwards fet down for 
amufement of our readers. 

He was not many days here before ar 
portunity offered of difiinguifhing his rare a 
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•llties, and confirming his mailer in the good' 
opinion formed of him» and increafing the fears» 
•f the French king, who had heard of his 
chara^er, and was even chagrined at his con- 
du£i for the fhort time he had reHded at his- 
court. 

By the ninth article of the treaty of Utrecht 
It was. exprefly ilipulated^ That the harbour of 
Dunkiris (hould be filled up ; and, that the 
dykes, which form the canal and moles^ (hould 
be deftroyed. 

There was indeed a pretended execution of 
this article, but nothing like fulfilling of the 
treaty, as eafily occurred to- any perfon thar 
viewed it ; yea, further than this, the grand' 
flionarch haa ordered a haven and canal to be 
made at Mardyke, which were much more ca- 
padeus than thofe of Dunkirk itfelf. Mr*.. 
Prior, the former ambailador, had complained' 
©fit, opon the twelfth of Odlober before, and' 
iafided that the treaty fliould be fulfilled. Atv 
anfwer, foil of the moft evafive argun*""*'^ 
i?vas drawn op ; bat the (ame was far frc 
i»g fatisfadory, and, as the matter ftill 
mucd open, his excellency, the earl of 
on the fifth of February, laid a clear ref,.w- 
/entatibn of the matter before the French mi- 
niftry ; in which he demonflrated, that the 
works, according to the treaty, ought to be 
* '(Iroyed by mens hands, and not left to the 
'ings of time, or encroachments pf the fea, 
:h every thing was fubjed to. He fet forth, 
' -' -as inconuftent, in the nature of thingsr^. 

C 4 ' t« 
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to thiivk tJ^t'thfs tayenufas ^emolifced, wJiiIe 
.Another VF as built va its, cmgl^hourbood whkli 
;inight prove mpre detrinopnial to the commerce 
of t)ie JBritilh fubjeifts than Dankirk itfelf. He 
I? qi ft ted out.$ g/gy tow the water might be 
drained, without overflowing the countr.y,, as 
^hey jstetended, and that wiSi littJe trouble or 
f xpepce ; and ihesi demanded fu^h nn woh/^t 
as might be fgtjslaiflory to his mailer and his 
jfubjt:^^, i^ud present die bad efie^« which 
might be the refult of a contrary Conduft. 
' To this it waft tnfwered'. That all iitoagina- 
hie forwardixefs^^iad been (hewn, ob the part 
©f jhp .moft Chriiiian king, cxaQIy ta fttlfit 
ihe nioih .article of the treaty of Utrecht, tiU- 
hinder^ by. the EngUSi comioiSariee theoi-N 
felye^ S :thstt the canaU whiph he was obliged 
to<>j)en, for preventing thefubmedtoa of. a yaft 
extent of couatry, and faviug the litres of hs 
iphabitantS) Oi^ght ;to give no usibragc ta 
Qreat Britain, finct. his inclination wa£ not to 
keep fleets there for di^urbing the navigatioii^ 
Slid commerce of hid peighbosrs; and, that he 
deliied nothing more than that France and 
QxQxt Britain ihould unite in. the ^rideft banda. 
eU"' corricfpondence and friendship. 

ThwjB did the French anfvver the plaineft rea-. 
^ping, pnf] elude the force of the moft not<K- 
rious fadts ; ^nd eren gave out, that they in- 
tended 10 livjB.io bacmony with the king oi- 
Great-Britaiq, while, in the mean time^ tbdy 
we2¥ m^ditj&ingjan ipvafion in f&VQur of thA 

Th« 
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TJie old French, king eafily forefaw, how^ 
much the fyftem of taffiMrs in England would 
be altered by the removal of a fweet tempered 
princeis, who was ready, by delufivc argu- 
mencsj lo vgive into the mod deHrudlive 
fchenies ; with real grief did be at the fame 
time ohferve, that the prince upon earth whom 
he moft feared, had mounted the throne of 
that kingdom, which he ever inclined to have 
dependent apon him as his own ; and, to ere* 
ate him as much trouble as poflible, did he en<* 
courage the old chevalier, who publifhed a de^ 
ciaration, fuperfcribed James R. dated Au« 

Eud 29, 1714} in French, Latin, and Englifli, 
laing out his claim to the cxown of thefe 
realms. • 

The paper was handed about, and, on the 
thirteenth of November, fome of them being 
fent to the dukes of Argyle and Marlborough, 
who delivered them to tbe king, a proclama- 
tion was emitted, for fuppreiTrng tumults and 
infurredicns, and^or preventing confpiracies, 
which, at that time began to be ftared ; and 
a premium of one hundred thouiand pounds 
was fet upon the head of the pretender, if he 
&ould land, or attempt to land, itk any of the 
king's dominions. 

This was the ftate of afairs in B/itain, till 

tke m^etnig of the parliament, on the feven- 

••-^nth of March, 1715 ; when his majeftyi 

'ng feated on his throne, cavCed the lord<- 

ncellor to read ^his firft fpecch ; in which, 

*' thankiDg them for their sn&al iii defence 

C s ' of 
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* , otthe proteftaotfiiccefficHa, heobienred, T&at 
the ttnparalleiied fucceft of the late war had 
|iot been attended witb a ibitable conclofion ? 
the pretender was flill in Lorrain» and boafted 
of aflj fiance to repair hk former misfortuoes. . 
He told them. That a great part of their trade 
was impra£licable ; and their pabiic debts, 
which were great, had fiirprifingly increafedv 
even fince the fatal ceflatioa of arms : and, 
that he bad paid off a great number of ihips 
for the eafe of his people. 

He concluded with recomzDending harmon^r 
among themfelves^ and declared. That he 
fhould judge thofe his beft friends, who fhould 
aiTifl him in prpmotiag the happinefs of lii# 
people. 

Both hooTes of parliameist made fuitable re- 
turns of gratitude to tl>i« mo£b excellent fpeech 
of the king; complied with all hit'defires.: 
gave hifli the fliongeft affurances of their ]oy« 
alty ; and exprefled their amazement, that the 
pretender to his crown (hould be permitted to 
refide fo near his dominions.. 

This intelligence about the defigns pf the 
pretender was owing to the earl of Stair, who 
^ared no pains or coll to fin^o^it his plots and 
contrivances. He kept the idofl fplesdid ho«At 
in Paris, next to that ofthe king ; and having 
with him his coontefs and her daughter, bou 
ladies of the greatefl honour and politenef8,iie 
was vifited by the principal lords .and Ifdies, 
whom he would entertain with allpoflible ele- 
gance ; and; after keeping theoii perhaps till 

ten 
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ten o'clock at night, he would pretend btfi- 
neis» aod leave the compaoy to the care of 
his lady, withdraw to his room, undrefs him- 
ielf, and repair to the coffee-houfes incognito ;^ 
and, by a dextrous method of converiation^ 
find out the fecrets of the day. ' 

Jt was in one* of thefe excurdons that he 
was informed of the pretender's being at court; 
for one Mr;: Mackdonald, of Clanranald's fa* 
miiy, who knew very well the defign, judg- 
ing, that the gentleman with whom he con- 
verfed, viz. the earl of Stair, was as great a 
>a<obite as himfelf, declared the whole that he. 
knew of the matter ; and, at the fame time in- 
formed him of the drefs which he wore, and' 
the timeh^ generally appeared. 

Next day the earl went to the palace, and' 
hw thechevalter in the fame drefs that Matk> 
donald had defcribed him. He therefore went' 
anmediately to pay a vifit to the duke of Lor- 
rain's ambaffador, and converfed pretty feri-- 
oufly with him : but that nobleman was either 
unacquainted with his defign, or elfe^ from a 
political tarn, he fpoke io ambiguouily that 
jK>tbing could be learned from him. 

After thisi he went to pay' a viiit to the lady 

of tlie duke de Villars, hoping^ by-her means, 

to get information of him. He was received 

by that noblewoman entrrely ala mode de Pa*- 

ns; and, being invited ' to take- a hand at 

''"^aramond with her and fome other ladies, . 

efignedly, allowed them to gain; by 

iMans their fpirits became highly ele- 

C6 vated^' 
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V4t€d« and thpy talked wich _b^ little le^* 

ferve. 

Th^ fubjed of the co^vei'ratlpn then turned 

#pon the enq^uiry into the condu^ of the late . 

BrUifh mimftty ^ and> at h^, they talked of 

the old chevalier. The duticii6& of Villars had. 

but a mean opinion of him, and fpokeof him 

railier in a geering manner, than as one who 

fympathized with his cafe; and at lail faid,; 

That fhe believed, ere loJ^i another triat 

would be made in favour of the poor fugl« 

tive. 

This was but the beginning of that admiral 

l>Ie policy which afterwards he difcovered fof 
the fupport of his king and prefervation of hi*. 

'country. By hk charming addrefs, andaianly. 

behaviour, he procured the efteem of his QQ\trt t 

all who faw him loved him, though no w^y^ 

concerned in him : the whole nobies admired, 

him without envy, and his enemies dreaded 

him without hatred of h}5 perfeja. He beeam^ 

acquainted with the whole members of the mi^ 

niftry ;( bv whom he was regaled h]L the brighti^ 

i^efs of his genius, his majefli^ meiji* hif 

lovely and amiable icountena/^Q?, a^d, whg.i 

was more than all, for hi^ i^flrui^ive 4if- 

courfes, and his lurpriiing judgment;, wheii 

talking of the art of war. He vi^as tpp ^uick 

fig^ted not to obferve a general devafiatioa in* 

France^ where famine, hunger, and difconteat 

were to b^ xead in ths ^^es q( all the^opu'?. 

ace* 

ft 
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The imferable iUte of the body of Fta&ce 

wa&&^» however, an obiervadon only of the 

eari of Stair's, but alfo of all the great' men^f 

thetf natios, whom he frecj-uently invited to 

his hoafe, and feldom or never difmii&d them 

without fome prefent or other^ He compli* 

mented feveral of them with a fet of fine horfeS' 

of the Galloway breed ; presented the princef^ 

of the biood, and the great men of the couit*. 

with two of thefe at a time ; and would mer* 

riiy fay» That he thought no man iboizld pre* 

tend, fn a foreign coaatry» to make pretent» 

of any thing but what was the prodnd of his 

own. 

By this dextrocn managen\ent he got notice 
of all the intrigues at court ; and icarce was 
there any thing, relating to Britain, tranfafled 
in the cabinet of Verfailles, but it was known 
at the court of Britain as ibon as a couriev 
could arrive with the news. But, though, by 
this ineafi«, he had the moft perfed intelli- 
gence, yet he did not think the matter en-> 
f irely fafe, tMl he had one of the iord^ of th« 
council m his adlual pay» The method he 
took with hiai was this : 

He agreed with him for a fum, which wa» 
to be augmented in proportion to the import- 
ante of the intelligence which Ke gave ; and 
St the iame time it was fettled, that ev^^ry 
mka^X a packet, with a certain feal, ftiould be 
it to ins hott(e, or to the coffet-houfe which 
appoispud. 

The 
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The fclieme took extremely well ;' for, as' 
his lordihip paid in the moil liberal manner,- 
not one thing happened in the cabinet, bat 
was drawn forth and preiented before him. All 
the plans for bringing in the chevalier were di- 
' vulged from time to time ;. and trufty meflen- 
gersy among whom was the brave captain - 
Gardner, were difpatchedwith them*: fo that 
the French king was afioniihed to hear, that^ 
king' George, . on the twendeth of Juiy^ had 
informed his parliament, that a defign was car- 
rying on to invade his dominions in favour of 
the pretender to his crown. He was at a lo(s; 
how to behave ; but, being informed of. the 
many expreiles.difpatched i)y the earl of Stair, 
he fent.for him, and told him pretty roondlyy- 
That he was well afTured of frequent .difpatches 
he fent to his court; and, > at the fame timo^ 
difguifed the matte^ib far as to fay,, 

** This can be from no other motive, but 
to apprize your king of my bad Hate of healthy 
which is far from being what you may appre* 
hend ;.for, if you (ome to my pala^ to-mor- 
row, you fhall fee roe eat a fowl as heftctily at 
ever I did in my life*time%" 

Next day his lord(hip came to court, and 
faw th&old king at dinner for the laft time that 
ever he publicly appeared. The iickly mo- 
narch was very ianguida, and bor« in his vii.. 
the evident marks of an approaching di^^ 



.;« 
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iron; and, ftMrfoinetiiney ieeming to^difgoft. 
the niceft daifittes^ iill, calling- his eyes npon 
the earl of Scai]% wliio» to ufe the words of the 
eminent do^or Dodderidge, 



(( 



Was very difagreeaMe to tliat crafty and 
tyrannical prince, he atfofted to- appear in 9 
much better (late of health than he-really was; 
and therefore, a» if he had been- awakened from 
fome deep riverie^ he immediately put himfelf 
up into an ere^^ poftore, calFed up a laboured 
vivacity into hisr countenance, and eat much 
more heartily than^wa» by any- means advifea- 
ble ; repeating it two or three times to a no* 
blemani^ J think the duke of Bourbon, then in 
waitings, * Methkiks 2- eat very well for a man 
that it tO'die fo foon.' 

*^ Bat this inroad upon that regularity of 
living, which he had for fOme time obferved^ 
agreed ib ill with him, that he never recovered 
this meal, liutdied in iefs than, a fortnight af- 



ter.'* 



This event happened on the firft of S*p<- 

tember, 171 ^; ^hen he left foch advice to his 

great grandfon, that, had it been- followed, 

would have proved his own happinefs, as well 

as that of the nations around h^var; which w-as, 

qiit to imitate him in three things : viz. The 

— "^-^n he had eatertained, for the -enlargement 

i aggrat^iizing of ^s dominions; in his at« 

bmeat to pleafure ; and m exceffive and 

xpen^es, to tlMs deibhtion of bis fub- 

jcds : 
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je^8 : aDd with there,4»- iuch Hke, e^pr^ffionsy 
did he clofe a life th^t ha4 bfea fpent in the 
fVtrriiits of luxury, of ambition, and oi' tri^* 
umph. 

The death of old I^wis, whom the French 
hiftorlans compare toAuguilusCaefiKr, and are 
at a loTs what eulogiums to give him, would 
have daihed the Pretender's icheme no pieces* 
if it had uot been cherifhed at home : for, as 
an enquiry was cacryii^g oq againft the for- 
mer mini^ry^ upon whoai treafons and mif* . 
demeanors were charged, their friends thought 
proper to di^^rt the trial, by carving out 
work from another quarter. Among cho^e^ 
who fided with the la^e miniftry was John 
farl of Mar^ a nobleman bred up ujk all the 
principles of the Revolution, to which he 
^mly adhered, except in the inftance of ex« 
curfion I am. foon to relate. He was^cretary 
pi State at the time of the Union, was one 
of the commiflloners for concluding of it, and 
had continued in parliament, as a reprefcntaf 
tive, till this very time ; nay, (o (IrenuouHy 
did he promote, ^d aftejw4rds f<ipport it, 
thdCj when fpeakiug of any thing which he 
iniifled could not be altered^ his ufual phraie 
was, " You may as w^il diilblve the Unicn,** 
This man was, however, very cunning and 
politic ; and ib much did he delight ia a^M 
the p^t of a flatefm^n, that his itch after tm 
had* the ptcference to all his deiires- L- ,-„,. 
been iatimiite with the eafl of Oxford (v 
3vaA th^n in priibn) mi was fuppoft-' ^^ ^ 
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teen privy to all ms fecrets, which, if odgc 
found out, muft prove fatal to himfelf ; there- 
fore, to deliver his friend from his captivity, 
did he think of raifing a rebellion. Oxford, 
tivha was very well attached to the Hanoverian 
ibcceflion (as, indeed, was the earl of Mar» 
wlao was much difgufted for his difappoint- 
jnent at the eJe^lion of the Scotti^ reprefenta* 
lives in parliament, in March befi^e) liberally 
£arniihed hixn with naoney for (lirring up the 
confafion, Thefe two great politicians eafily 
fbiefaw that the thing woald not do; all they 
j^anted ^y it was, to obtain th«lr own fafety, 
to &reen the^nielves from a parliamentary en- 
quiry, and, by fuppreffing the in for re £k ion, to 
fiecofc the aonftitntion the more. Two years 
after Oxford was .arraigned before his peers ; 
but they ^d the commons di^ering about tht 
aethod of procedure, he was difmiifed from 
their bar. 

The earl of Mar was at no lofs to find o«t 
engines, whom he could very eafily move by 
ike fprings of his political views ; and, left 
he mould be fufpedted, becaufe, in this, he 
was a^ing contrary to all his former prin- 
ciples, nay, and to his iblemn proteflations of 
li^alty to king George ; he brought oyer 
fome young unexperienced noblemen, foch a& 
dfc Earls Marifltal and Strathmore^ the niar- 
" ' '* Tullibardin and Huntley ; and, meet^ 
them privately at Braemar, he talked of 
(chefne, and, 'by his iniinuations, foon 
n itnprefion upea their miiid^ whtdi^ 

wer« 
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were ready to- receive the firfi th^^ was of* 
fcrcd. 

Having got thefe noblemen to keep* him in 
countenance, he was aflfared of being joined 
by a confiderable army, and that was, by the 
M'Donalds of Slate, of Clanranald, Glen- 
gary, Keppoch, and Glenco, by the Came- 
ronsy the M'Leans, M'Gngors, M'Kinnons, 
MTherfons, M'Intoihes, and many others; 
and though he looked with as moch difdain 
en thefe tumultuous people (who havrproved 
rebels to moH of the Scots kings) aa any man 
in Britain, yet he made ufe of them to anfwej^ 
hii own^ and his patronV defigns. Thefe 

g?ople, who have little more to do with the 
ritifh conditution than fo many Mo(covites or 
Tartars,^ immediately arofe, to dethjt>ne a 
king whom they had addrefled but a fe^ 
Ifionths before, with the moib folemn protef^ 
tations of loyalty, and had aiTured of their at* 
4a£hj3ient to his interefti. snd, gatherFngr 
Hrength as they advanced, there was fooir 
multered up an army of ten thoufand men^ 
Scots and Englifh included, to favour the 
caufe of the Chevalier, whole (landard was fct 
up,. September 6th, at Braemar, his declara* 
tions publiihedf and he, in the mean time». 
proclaimed. 

. The news of thisinfurreflion was mod f\it9^ 
priilng at court : but, as a man does not, up'« 
on feeing an'houle on fire, fet himfelf to er 
q^uire into the canfe of the ilame, but rath 
(6 extinguiih it;, ib the government immec' 

• at 
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atcly diifj)atched the duke of Argyle, then 
Knrtensnt'general of the king's forces in Scot- 
land, to fupprefs the rebellion. He quickly 
recruited the regiments which had been di- 
ininiihed by the king for the eafe of his people, 
and had got together an army of three thou* 
fond three hundred and irfty regnlar forces^ 
befides the Glafgow and other militia, by the 
i3th of November, when be attacked the 
rebels 00 Sheriff- muir, to prevent their cro(^ 
fi»^ the Forth. The Highlanders came, with 
their ufual fury, upon the left wing, which 
tvas not well formed, and the horfes, which 
were young, falling a capering on the fird fire, 
turned and trod down their own foot, who fled 
off in th« greateH con fu (ion, and were pur- 
fued, with a terrible flaughter, even to Durn* 
blam: but, while this was doing upon the 
left, the right of the king's troops broke the 
left of the enemy, who harried along with 
them upwards of fix thoufaild, and purfued 
them to the water of Allan, making a dreadful 
havock, as they feveral times endeavoured to 
rally, and return to the charge. The fcene 
here was very confafed, for, while fome were 
ftriving to form, others betook themfelves to 
loclofurcs, and cried out they were forced ; 
which his grace hearing, he commanded Evans'i 
dragoons to ftop, juft when they had fur- 
id them, and were ready to cut them in 
"es, ordering a trumpet to found, inform- 
1, .that they were allowed to return 
>n condition they fliould la^ down 

their 
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their arms; which was'immediately.cpmplied 
with. On his.grace's retarni he was aftoniflied i 
to fee a number of bighlanders drawn iUp/ i 
upon a rifing ground, betwixt him and Dam-^ ; 
blaio ; nor, indcedt vveie the ocbcTJi lefs.a^o-. 
hiihed, to fee the royaliils ret4irn frpm tha 
chace: both held a council of war, .where the 
gueflion was, Attack the enemy, or not? The 
duke of Ar^yle WAS for the former j but fir 
Robert Hay told him, ttat his foldifirs and 
ivories were fatigued, and his amtniiniuoii 
Jrent; whereas the rebels were recuuited with 
the arms of the wing that had htexi broke^^ 
that the bufinefs of the Royali^ ws^» %o ge( 
betwixt them and Stirling, that key into thd 
weft and north. This falntary ad^^icc being 
approved, th^ duke dire^bsd his march, wit^ 
|jis vidorious troops/ .below the field of batUc, ^ 
while the enemy were fpe^latojs of* it. Hecci 
was in them the moft unaccountable infatua^ 
lion, or elfe the «arl of Mar aftsd the^noft 
political part. Theclans in general, with.th# 
?arl mariftiars horfe, and fevtralof the boldeft 
of the left wing tlxat had been broke, declared 
fuch eagernefs to attack, that fcarcely aiithp** 
rity itfelf could reftrain them ; for tkcy werd 
fiped wiih rev.<»ngc, as Ciaaranald, whom they 
admired, with ibe qarl of Strathmore, .vva« 
lying dead before them. Glengary faid to 
Mar, By G — d you never will have fuch an- 
opportunity of them ag^ni to which iis lord- 
fliip anfwered, ''.You are miilak^n ; xonfider 
that nig^t 18^ coining on ;. the ^w^ of ih^ 

king's 
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iri^'i* troops afroftly \itri^ and I db aorcliuft 
tcf©- tnqtlr to expofethdm.*' By thefe foorfring 
cxprefficms t!iey were hincfercd frotn entering 
upon anotficr adion; in cafe of which, I an* 
WrfVom pretcrrding to determine who would 
Iftivc' been the conqueror. At mght they 
itiftrched back to their camp, and, next day, 
the Royalifts appeared on the field of battle, 
ready to engage; but the clans, now dif- 
faeartened, had no flonnach to advauce toward* 
them-. Suck was the aftion at SherrifF-muir, 
in which the Royalifts loH above five hundred 
men, srmong whom^ was the brave carl of For 
far ; -whom the rebels taking for the duke of Ar- 
'gyle, hacked alraoft to pieces. The rebeli 
ioft' fall as many, and the remainder" were 
quire di (heartened at their difappoinnnent. 
* Among the * regiments who diftinguifhed 
fhemfcjvcs in the caufe of their country, was 
the carl of Stair's regiment of dragoons ; /ori 
at the head of that corps, animated by the 
fpirit of their colonel, and Evans's dragoons, 
did his grace firft break through the left of 
the rebel army, and fnatched out of their 
hands tx^ advr.ntage> which, for fome* timof 
they-judget} therrffelces pofTeiTcd of. From 
this time there was no further motioD, xill 
XDandicmas, vr'hen his grncc fct oat for Penh, 
♦ft 'beat up the qtiarters af the Pretender ; whd 
d landed at Peterhead, oo tfee 2 jih of pc« 
■Tiber, with the marquis of Tinmonth, and 
;w officers : he» with the remainder of the 
\^r^ troops that appeared for him, fled 

before 
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before the king's forces, kaving bi» men a^ 
MoQtrofe, without any ceremony, embarked 
in a fmall (loop for Frante, where he fafiely 
arrived. Nor;weat his affairs in £ngland bet* 
ter than in Scotland ; for the noblemen of the 
Roman catholic religion, who were joined by 
brigadier M'lntolh, and the earls of Camwath, 
Wintoun, and Nithifdale, were all made pri- 
foners upon the very day of the adion at 
t)umblain, upon none other terms but^ that 
they fhould not be cut in pieces till the king's 
pleafure was known. 

The regiment of the earl of Stair was not 
more a£live in the £eld of Dumblain, for 
breaking the rebel battalions, than his lordihip 
was in France, for defeating any attempts 
that might be made to ailift them; and the di«^ 
ftind accounts, which are contained in the'foU 
lowing Memorials, will eafily convince any 
iperfon, both of his lordihip's afliduity aad 
zeal for the intereft of his country, aad of his 
ufing the methods we formerly mentioned for 
procuring intelligeDce, 

Lord Stair's Memorial to the RegejU4 

THE lAiderwritten earl of Stair, mimiler 
of Great -Britain to his mo& Chriflian majefty» 
finds himfelf obliged to rd>rerent to his lOyBl 
higfinefs, the duke orOrleans, regent of 
France, That, notwithilanding his royal high* 
ne^s has frequently alTured the faid earl, Si&t 

he 
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Imc would fakhfdly and pundkoallyobferve the 
articles of peace made between Great-firitain 
and France at the treaty of Utrecht ; that he 
would not permit either arms, ammunition^ 
officers, or foldiers, to be 'tranfported out of 
France for the fervice of the pretender : and, 
although, in conformity to thefe intentions, bis 
royal highnefs had even fent exprefs orders to 
all the ports and havens of the kingdom^, it is 
certain, neverthelefb, that the feveral particu- 
lars before enumerated,^ are every day tranA 
ported from the harbours of France, without 
the leaft obftrudion whatfoever from thofe who 
command in the faid ports «on the part of hi^ 
mod Chriftian majefty. 

. The Jate duke of Ormond, and the preten- 
der, haT£ been ^quently on board certain vef- 
(els at St. Malo, which were known to be 
loaded with ammunition and arms for ^he pre- 
tender's fervice ; and this with fo little referve 
er circumfpe^lion* that they were publicly at- 
tended and followed by a troop of Nngent't 
borie, commanded by their proper oiHcers, all 
mounted in their regimental cloaths and accoir- 
trements; and this without the leaft check from 
h^ moil Chriftian majefty's officers command- 
iiigat St. Malo. 

'The pretender, not thinking it proper to 

venture himfelf to fea at this jundnre, took 

^ road towards Normandy, in order to.^m- 

c at Dunkirk ; and the late duke of Or- 

d, in the iame manner, declining to land 

•^land^ came back to Morlaix. 

When 



48 BRmSH PLUTARCPf. 

WbentWpratetider wa< gone to Scd^kti^y 
attended by the above- mentioned troopers of 
Nugent') regiment, his royal highifef^ wa# 
pieafed to proxnife the oiKlerwrinet) tbinifterj 
that he wonld treat* tbem as defertersi, if ever 
they returned to France ; amd the nfartriDb^l 
d'Uxelies at the fame time aiTored the. faid early 
that he woatd hang thdff nh, withoot dil^at* 
tion. } 

Thefe ibidiers ate now-retarned, and havtf 
joined their regiment. Monfieof Be&ch,- a*nj 
his companry, rfi^ain» to this v6ry^ hoar, al 
Morlaix, as atfo the armft a^ ainntumtlblf 
that he had with biai. for hi& intended expedi- 
tion ; which being removed out of one fhip, 
into another!, in the hs^booi^ of MoHaiXi the 
Gomnaanding ofeef' tbcre wai« fo far fr&nt 
confifcating the fkid arms afid anvnuinitioni 
that he even refaafed to fearch the veffel, tho' 
he was defifed fo^to ^ by xaptain Campbell 
commander of an Engltih (hip, ^hich' yet re*- 
ti^ains in that port. 

Within 6ve weelcs paft, filiverat veS^s have 
iaiied from Dieppe !an4 Havre deGm<e>, vtitH 
arms and ammmiciDti^joiEeers and money, fdf 
the pretender's fervice;: ail vs^iich ai-e a^oaliy 
arrived in Scotland : and, to be mow parti- 
eular, there feire^ a veffeL from Ha^re de 
Grace, oh the fevenceenth of tbisimoftih* ill 
the face of an officer belonging to the king Kff 
Great -Britain ; who having reprefeiiltfcd to th'6 
marqaas of Koiv^ray, that there lay» at th^'C 
time^ bothiO'HaviedeGrace^Uidav Ha^-ikur, 
. i at 
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at lead twenty ofBcsrs, ready'to foDow^die pre* 
tender ioto Scotland, on board the faid veffclv 
and begged liini to pxev'ent their embatking : 
*the marqois replied. That what he faiJ might i 

be very true; but, that he could not prcn-ent I 

•their going on board, having no orders from 
court for that parpofe. 

The faid earl of Stair has alfb frequently , 
rcprefented, both to his royal highnefs the re- 
-^ent, and the marefchal d' Huxelles, that fe- 
■vtfral generals, colonels, and other officers, 
^hcn adually engaged in the fervice of France, 
^ere determined to go and join the rebels in 
-Scotland. The faid earl went fo far as even 
to give the marefchal d' Huxelles a lift of th^» 
faid generals and other officers, who, agree- 
able to the faid earl's reprefentation. Ere now 
adaally at Boulogne, Calais, Dunkirk, and 
other places in that neighbourhood, ready to 
tranfport themfelves with the iirft opportunity 
into Scotland, from whence they have been 
hitherto detained by nothing but the exceflive 
<old of the feafon and contrary winds ; the 
'Comn^anding officers in the faid places openly 
avowing > that they have received no orders to 
prevent their embarkation. 

The earl of Stair finds it his duty to repre- 

ftnt thefe fads to the duke regent, to the end 

that his royal highnefs may himfelf determine, 

^ther his orders have been executed with 

1 idlualj ty; and, ^whether it may be thought 

:at- Britain, that the treaty of Utrf chc 

Xll. D has 
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lias been faithfully complied with on th^ psn 
•of France. 

The aforefaid earl of Stair finds himfclf 
obliged to acquaint his ropj highnefs. That 
the late duke of Ormond, and feveral others, 
ivho have confpired equally againft their king 
and country, did, within a iew days, begin 
their journey towards Bourdeaux and Bayonne; 
and, that they have got together, upon the 
coaft of Gafcony, a confiderable quantity of 
arms, ammunition, and (hips, with which the 
-court of St. Germains boafts its intention to 
make a defcent in Ireland ; which, as the fame 
court flatters itfelf, will be fupported, not only 
with the money, but even with the troops, 6E 
France. 

The earl of Staif, who has always laboured 
with the ntmoil zeal, to eftablifh a good and 
perfed^ friendfbip between the king his mafter 
and his royal highnefs the duke* regent, can^ 
not help being much concerned to find himfelf 
reduced to make remonftrances upon points of 
fo ticklifh a nature, fo capable of deflroying 
the harmony that at prefent fubfifls between 
two nations, and of producing fuch diicon* 
tents as may be attended with the moft griev- 
ous confequences, if not immediately prevented 
by neceffary orders. - 

It was not poffible to elnde the force of this 
Teprefentation ; and, accordingly, his royal 
highnefs faw^ ihkt, to remove all fufpicions^ 

« . Bad 
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"and prcferv^ the fiiendftiip of Great- Britain, 
he muft be obliged to fpeak p)ain ; agreeable 
to which, his amwrcr was> That he would for- 
bid the exportation of any arms or ammunitimi 
out rfthe kingdom ; and, that he fhould fend 
T ich orders to all the ports of France as his 
* Britannic majefty deiired, together with in- 
ftroiftions for the captains of foch vefiels as 
were bound for any part of Scotland. 

Another Memorial by lord Stair to 

the Regent, 

ft 

THE earl of Stair, minifter of the king of 
<jreat' Britain to his moft Chriflian majefly, 
. has x^ceived exprefs orders from the king his 
mafler, to acquaint his royal highnefs the 
^duke of Orleans, regent of France, with the 
flight ^f the pretender, and 'the difperiion of 
the rebels in Scotland, His majefly is per- 
fttftded this news will be very acceptable to 
the duke regent, as well on account of the 
proximity of their blood, as in regard to the 
Hfift friendihip which his majefty has fo care- 
.'fully cultivated with his highnefs. 

Tbe^reaty of Utrecht is fo recent, that the 

king was pcrfuaded his royal highnefs would 

*"nve taken the neceflary meafures to have pre* 

Tted the pretender's fetting. his foot in 

ahce ; but, iince the faid pretender has 

nd means to/eturn thither, his majefly af- 

D 2 fures 
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fures himfelf, that, fo foon as his royal high- 
iHefs (hall be made acquainted with it^ he vvtll 
itake the neceHary meafures to oblige him to 
^oit the kingdom. 

The king of Great Britain commands the 
carl of Stair to infift, in the ftrongeft manner, 
with his royal highnefs. That thofe perfons 
.who Hand condemned by the laws of Eng- 
land, and are declared rebels and traitors to 
their king and country, may not be permitted 
to remain in France ; and, that the chief abet- 
tors and authors of the late rebellion may be 
immediately obliged to leave the kingdom ; 
and, that his royal highnefs will declare his re- 
folution, not to permit the faid rebels ever to 
return into France ; or, that other perfons, 
who may hereafter be condemned and declared 
rebels, fhall at any time be received, or find 
protedlion in that kingdom. 

His royal highnefs is too reafonable and too 
■wife, T.ot to fee the juftice and propriety of 
this demand. Great-Britain can never repqfe 
herfelf in fafety and peace, whilft Ihe fees 
thofe perfons received and entertained in her 
neighbourhood, who have endeavoured, wioh 
-open force, to bring on the ruin and total fub- 
verfion of their country. Nor can France be 
•perfe£irly affured, that ihe fhall not once again 
fee herfelf expofed to bear all the blame and 
refentmentdue to undertakings of fo mifchiev 
'«us a nature. 

The king and people of Great -Britain thin 
therofelves fecure on the fide of France, *- 
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VKtue of Oie folemn treaty of t/trechr, by 
which the pretender is excluded from the do- 
inir.ions of his moft Chriftian majcfly ; and by 
which France (lands obliged to give him no af- 
fiflance, cither in (hips, arms, or ammunition; . 
in money, foldiers, or officers ; no, nor either 
council or advice, either diref^ly or indireflly. 
Yet the above-mentioned rebels arrive ; they 
afk refuge and proteftion in France ! and are- 
no fboner there, than, by the commodioufners 
of their fituaiion, and conveniency of the poft, 
tliey plot and contrive the blacked and moft 
dttcftable treafon again ft their country ; which, 
depending on the faith of the treaty of Utrecht,, 
was unarmed and defencelefs. In defiance of 
this treaty, they find ©cans to bring the pre- 
tender into France, and, by their intrigues, . 
tfaeyfurniffi him with (hips, arms, and ammu- 
nition ; officers, foldiers, and money; with: 
which affiftance the pretender has a^ually in- 
vaded GreatBritain, and brought infinite da-^ 
mages to the nation. 

His royal highnefe may imagine, that Greats 

Britain could not long endure the unealinefs 

thatmuft be derived from the neighbourhood 

of thofe rebels, ^ready to bring fire and fword 

into the heart of the kingdom^ and to renew 

all the horrors that accompany rebellion. 

In this fttaation Great-Britain would find 

felf obliged to be perpetually upon her 

ird ;- and would be fubje£l to continual di- 

bances and apprehenfions : a condition 

^vexatious than even open war, to a na« 
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tion equallyr anxious for the prefervatioji of lt«. 
laws and liberties, as deiiTous to live in peace 
with its neighbours. 

His royal highnefs may learx), from the una-t 
Dimous addrel's of both hoafes of parliament 
to the king) what fenfe the nation entertains 
of this uncertain and violent fituation. Thet 
king has the happinefs of his fubjeds toa 
much at heart, not to enter warmly both into^ 
their opinions and intereH; and he flatters 
himfelf, that, upon this occafion, his royal 
highneis will not refufe him the juil proof he 
has defiied of his friendihip, and of his dif« 
portion to entertain a good underftaodifig be* 
t ween the t WO' nations. . 

For ihc fame rcafoni, the king of Greats 
Britain hopes his royal highnefs the regent^^ 
will concur with his roajefty to Toiicit the dajkj^ 
0f Loraine, in the mofi ef^^^ual manner, tbal^ 
the pretender may not be permitted ta rcturiv 
into his dominions. 

The carl of Stair has alfo received orders to- 
remind l.rs royal highnefs of the declaration he 
lias already made, that fnch officers in the fc»« 
vice of FianCv% as followed tJie pretender inta- 
Scntland, fhaii be calhiercd. And the king ia 
pe.fut.ik.1, that his royal highnefs will not peiv ' 
-mitfut), gereral ofiicers, coioncls, and others,, 
who may have followed and aiTiiled the. pre-. 
tendtr in the ktc rebellion,- ever to be emr 
ployed afreili in the iervice of his mofl Chrif-. 
tian n^ajefty : and, if any of the faid ofitcers 
ihould hereafter return, or be already returned^. 

into 
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into Franco, that his royal highnefs will cauie 
them to be punifhed, fo that their condu6l 
may appear to have been as highly difpleafing 
to. his royal highnefs and the governoteut/ as 
U is contrary to the treaty of Utrecht. 

To prevent all niifhkes in a bufinefs of fo 
important and delicate a nature, the earl of 
Stair has orders to demand an anfvver in writ* 
ing to this Mememoria)> which he.paflion-* 
ately wifhes to be fuch as may contribute to re« 
eflabllQi a good intelligence between the two« 
aatioaa. 

So refolute. a declaration reduced his royal- 
highneis to the necciiity of declaring himfelf.. 
'There was no medium ; he muft either fatisfy 
Great- Britain, by refufin? the pretender a re-- 
treat i» £rance» tu: abfoTutely break with a 
prince whofe friendfhip might be of fervice to 
liim, for the fake of a gaeft who was both 
ynu(eful ta him and his friends, as well as 
troublefbix^ to thofe who proteded him. In 
4 word, fortune having already abjured the 
pretender, it was no hard matter for the regent. 
to do {o too; and, agreeable to this, by the ad-* 
vice of the abbot dti Bois, he made the earl of 
Stair the following anfwer, after having ac- 
qaainfted the pretender with his refolution, who* 
immediately took the. road to Avignoa* 

"IS royal highnefs, taking past in the 
y and victory of the. king of Great- Bri*- 
"eceivedvth^ nejyvs of tl;^ fiaccefs of hi; 
D.:4^ armi 
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Arms in Scotland with fe much the greater 
pieafufc, as it is an event which ^ at the fame 
lime that it fecures the tranquillity of his Bri-*^ 
tannic majefty's dominions, will alfo put a a 
end to thofe falfe- reports that have been art*^ 
fully propagated by fuch as are enemies to the 
poblic peace, in order to impair that friend-, 
ihip and confidence which the king is refolved 
to enteitain whh his-roaj^lly of Great- Britain;- 
a point that has always engaged the utmoft at- 
tention of his royal highnefs , who, being de* 
iirous to comply exactly witb the treaty d 
Utrecht, has always made ufe of the aotho-* - 
rity with which he is intruded, to oblige the 
Chevalier de St. George to leave his kingdom; 
and his royal highnefs will continue to employ 
the fame authority to prevent his return at any 
time hereafter, or under any. pretext whatlb* 
ever. 

With refpe^ to (bch fugitives as may have 
fled from England into his majeily's 4ominion5y 
or that may Ay thither hereafter, though no- 
thing be better underflood than the kws of 
i'anduary and prote^ion in all foreign ftates^ 
his roy^i highnefs being deOrous to ihew hi» 
majeliy of Great Britai», how very incon Cli- 
ent it is with the king's intentions, to fuffer 
an abufe of that prote^Tion, by permitting per« 
icns to enjoy it who fhould entertain any cop- 
refpondence capable of didurbing the tranquil- 
lity of Gre^at- Britain, is. willing to agree 
<:oncert with his Britannic majedy, upon 
^T methods for preventing fuchabufes, 

remove 
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removing every fabje£t of difcontent and jta-- 
loufy. 

It is with the fame defign of (hewing how fay 
his majefty is indirpofed to tolerate fo great a 
raflinefs, that an edi£l is i^ued againfl fuch of^ 
ficers as prefumed to go out of the kingdoixl • 
without permiffion. 

If it be true, agreeable to what is advanced- 
by the earl of Stair, that England, rcpofing,. 
itfelf upon the faith of treaties, was diiarmed 
and defencelefs ; it is not lefs fo, that no per* 
ibn whatfoever can fay with truth, that his jnoft • 
Cbriftian majefty has, in any degree, fcrved 
hirofelf of that conjundture to the prejudice of 
Great- Britain ; or, that he has given any fuc- 
cour to the Chevalier de St. George. It is 
feilown, on the contrary, that his royal high- 
nefs prevented and fupprefled feveral military 
undertaking* in favour of the faid Chevalier, Co • 
foon as he was made acquainted with them ; 
and nothing can better demcnftrate, that the 
Chevalier de St. George was not afllfted by 
France, than his wretched condition when in 
Scotland, entirely deftitute of every thing that 
was neceffary to fuch an undertaking. 

His majefty (ces, with plcafure, the marks 

of a perfeft harmony between the king of 

Great-Britain and his parliament, as the moft 

certain foundation both of that prince's glor/ 

ind the happinefs of his fubjcLls. His royal • 

•ghnefs feels the fame fatisfa£lion ^ and, de- - 
Vio- very truly, topreferve his Britannic mti- - 

D 5 jef*-'^ 
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jetty's friendibip^ will Qflq^t nothing that may 
demon (Irate how fcnfible he is of the proo6 he- 
has received of it. 

His royal highnefs will do nothing, either 
dufOily or indire£lly, that may influence th^ 
duke oPLoraiae to refufe any demand^ which - 
"the king of Great-Britain may make, with 
telation to the Ghevalicr de St, George's re- 
fiding in his dominions ; but will be finccjrel^. 
glad to fee his majefty fatisficd in this parfi- 
cular ; perfuading himfclf, on the other hand, 
that the king of England will not defire him 
to proffer fuch demands to a prince over whom 
his moil Chriftian majefly has no authority, as 
the regent would be at a lofs toalledge proper 
grounds for fo doings, and which, on the 
other hand, would adfl no weight to the 
powerful inftances of his Britannic roajcftyi 

Thefe anfwers are too exad and clear, not 
to (hew the king's real difpofitions ; and, it is 
to be hoped they will alfo difplay the deiire his 
royal highnefs has ever entertained to prefetve 
his Britannic majefty's friendihip, and to con- 
tribute all that can depend upon his particular 
care, and the authority he excrcifes, to eftab- 
li(h and preferve a flrid union and perfed^ in- 
telligence between his moft Chriftian majefty 
and the king of Great Britain. 

. This language was very agreeable to th< 
court of England ; and, to fpeak truth, the 
^xpuliion of the pretender out of the domi 
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iiions of France^ as well as an edid publifhed 
about the ikme time, prohibiting the French 
fobjedls to trade in the Sonth-Sea, were two 
points of fuck importance to Great- Britain 
that they might juftly ferve for a foundation 
to that friendlhip and confidence which at that 
time fprung up between the two nations. To 
balance the exclufion of the French from the • 
SouthrSca, the regent publifhed a declarationi ' 
permitting them to trade to Africa. 
' From thefe MemoriaiS, and the whole of 
his other conduit, the duke of Orleans, who, 
hy a dexterous management, had got himielf 
declared regent during the king^s minority, 
xronceived the greateft ojpinion oi' him. The ' 
whole court admired him without envy, they 
dreaded him without hatred, and endeavoured 
to footh him with the moft artful policy ; but 
there was nothing could make him, in the 
leail, to depart from the intereil of his coun- 
try, or do any thing that had a tendency to 
fully the honour of the Nation in which he wis 
placed : and here it may not be inrproper to 
give an inftance of it, that fo the character «f 
the earl of Stair may be iiiuilrated from an ex* 
ample. 

One day the regent, attended with the moft 

fplendid retinue, went in his coach to pay hiai 

aviiit; which his excellency being informed 

'^f, prepared for his reception. The coach 

ilted at the eate ; and, vihen the earl of Stair 

"leout of his apartment, the repent rofe up, 
f^v alighted from his coach, fet one foofbn 

DO u 
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the ground, and kept the 'other fixed on tte 
ftep. His excellency, in cbe mean time, . wa» 
advancing out of his gate ; but, obferving the- 
poilure the regent was in, he flopped fijort^ 
ihen turned about, asd walked three or four 
times backward and forward, and at lail afked 
one of the attendants, Whether his royal high« 
fiefs was, come to viOt him as bis Britannic ina<» 
jeily's ambaiTador, or as earl of Stair ? Ta 
which receiving no aniWer, he replied, 

***If he comes to fee lord Stair, I Iball 
reckon it my greateft honour to. receive any 
jone oflicer of the crown, much more the 
duke-tegent, at the door of his coach ; but^ 
if be come » to viflt the ambafTador of my au^ 
guil and royal maAer, I think X (hould be xai- 
worthy the truft repofed in me, if I went fuR. 
ther than I have donev'^ ! 

This being told the regent^ he re-entered 
liis coach, and afterwards caufed itgnificatioo 
to be made to his excellency, ^ that he was not 
defirous of feeing him atcouct ; and, for fome 
months, he a£lual]y withdrew,, till, hearing of 
the regent's fitting out a fbong fquadron at 
Toulon, which the court of Britaia could not 
look on with indiiFerence, he went to coorft ; 
but in fuch a manner as argued a confummate 
policy, as well as an ardent zeal for the wei- 
fare of his country* 

He fet out in a ptlvate chaife, and, bef- 
»et by chancellor d' Huxelles, who was v 

P«»T 
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pom{>oiill^ attended, and paid Us compli* 

neiits to his excellency in the mod elegant 

maimer, and invited him to take a feat in his 

coach. Hts lordfliip thanked him for his cu 

vility, but told him. That he wanted not 

coaches, hot was at prefent diverting himfelf as 

the earl of Stair. He then parted from him^ 

and came ti>' the coupt; but' the guards ob* 

ferving him, declared h^ had no authority to 

be there ; «* Oh !" fays he, though the Britifli 

aifibadador be debarred accei«, yet^the lord 

Stair is not." 

On this he was allowed to come in ; and; 
having pafled the iirft guard, hehaftened thro* 
the others, and then immediately entered the 
chamber of prefence, where the king and re- 
gent were (landing amidft a vaft number of nc« 
bility, gentry, foreign ambaifadors and gene*, 
ral officers. 

No fooner did his highnefs obferve the earl 
of Stair than he withdrew to an inner cham- 
chamber, whither he was followed by his lord- 
ihip, the company ftanding afide to let him 
pafs ; and, as he entered the room, be told 
him, That, if at prefent he denied him audi- 
ence, perhaps, in time, he might fie gUd to 
have one in his tarn» On this the recent and 
he converfed ' two hours ; during which time 
.he informed, him of his intrigues with the 
czar, with the king of -Sweden, and'with car- 
linal Alberoni, for bringing in the pretender^ 
iis royal highnefs oblerving, that nothing, 
'i^h ever fo feciretly tranfadled, could be 

kept 
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'k«pt up from fo pryuig an ambafikdor, and» 
that one half of the French nation wbre, thro' 
poverty, become fpies upon the other, made a 
merit of difcovering the whole to his Britannic 
jnnjefty. 

Tho' Philip V. grandfon of Spain, was, hy 
the treaty of Utrecht, allowed to reign peace* 
ably upon the ruins of the Spanifh monarchy ; 
yet neither he» nor his minift^fs, being con<* 
tent with the treaty obtained, they eodea* 
voured to better themfelves by intrigues, and 
to procure by craft, what by force of arms - 
was in)pra£ticable. Cardinid Alberoni, the 
then Spaniih minider, knew very well, that^*. 
though the emperor, by the late treaty, waa 
piit in pofTefiibn of Sicily * and Flanders, and' 
fecured in his other vaft dominions, iwas 3Fet 
(b isit drained of his treafure, by the laft war, . 
as to have no great ilomach for a rupture, he 
judged the fame of the other powers engaged ; 
and, thinking that Great Britain had gQt too 
advantageous terms at the laft general pacifica- 
tion, his aim was, lo bring in a king Upon 
her, who would be apt to relinquiiii every 
advantage in gratitiMe for the favours done 
hiri^. 

But as Spain was very unequal for acconti- 
plilhing fo great a project, the d^urch poli- 
tician thought of a tool from another quarter, 
and that was Charles XU. of Sweden, wit^ 
the czar of Mufcovy, whom heinceiTantly Is 
boured to reconcile. The former was ea 
brought into the fcheme> from- a profpe^^ 

regain 
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i^gaining Bremen and Verden, and, by means 
of the cz9r, of conquering an equivalent for 
tiie provinces he was obliged to cede to bim ; 
and the czar ivas^ again allured with the bait 
of having his daughter married to the ima* 
ginary monarch, and of having a beneficial 
trade with Britain into the ports of his new 
conquered provinces : however, it is not to be 
prefiimed,. that either the SwedlQi or the Rut- 
fian court would have gone fo foon into the 
propofal, . if fome Enghih. and Scots gentle^ 
men had not repaired, after the i^belliony 
into their dominions; more inflamed,^ after 
the defeats at SheriiFmuir and Prefton, with 
im inclination for war^ attributing their dif- 
aHers in thofc places entirely to fatality. The 
reprefentation of the rebels^ and the gold of 
Peru remitted froitt Madrid, were very ppwet- 
ftil arguments with the two enterprifing mo- 
narchs; whole minifters now met upon the 
overtures of peace, and foi bringing about 
the cardinal's propofal. 
• Baron Goertz, who was among the ableft 
flatefmen in Europe, had twice *an interview 
with the czar at the Hague about it; and, 
having informed him that he had got confidcr- 
able fums from the difafFefted in England, for 
buying fhips and ammunition for invading 
Scotland, the Mufcovite was fo well pleafed, 
that he went in perfon to Paris, on the yth of . 
ay, where an entertainment of eight thou- j 
d dilhes was prepared ; and, under pretext ■ 
viiiting the academy, arfenals, the cham- 

ber8 
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bers of rarities, and every thing that mightt 
excite the atteation of the carioas, he con^ 
ferred with the regent upon the intended' 
fcheme. His royal highneis, though ever de* 
iirous of having . a king fixed in Britain by 
^ench influence,, feenied not quite fattsfied 
with it, either from an unwillingnefs to* ex^ 
p,end more treasure in favous of a. fugitive, or 
becauie he thought, that the Spanifli gold» 
with the Ruflian and Swedifh arms, were fufw 
6cient to bring about the defign; The con«> 
ference with the czar, though very fecret, was, 
by t]|e regent's fecretary, communicated to . 
the Britilh ambafTador, who direfily acquainted 
bis court, . where fuch . meafures were taken, . 
• by (latiomng the (hips and quattering ' the 
forces, as rendered the fcheme impradlicable^ , 
audf at the fame time, a letter from the Swe- 
diih ambafTador, count Gylienbourgh, to bis 
brother Guftavus, then ambafTador in France, 
having fallen into his lordihip's hands, ,it wa», 
tranfmitted to the Britifh court at Londoa, 
where count Gylienbourgh was arrefled, and 
moil of his papers fei^ed, in which were many 
letters from and to baron Goerr^. From thefe- 
it appeared plainly, that an invaiion was d«* 
figned; and, indeed, the fame might have 
taken place, had it not been for the feafonable 
intelligence given by the earl of Stair. 

Biitthefe were not the only artempts in fa- 
vour of the, unhappy fugitive, that were "** 
feated through his means: but he likei 
projedied the Quadruple- alliance^- offen 
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and defenitve, between his Britannick majefly^ 

t^e emperor^ the Mod ChrifVian king, and the 

States General of the United Provinces, the 

bettej*' to bafHe the deiiens of the couit of 

Madrid^ who now regaled the Prettmder ; aod^ 

in^hopes of a powettul diveriion in Hungarjr,. 

attacked the- emperor,. and fomented diitorb<^ 

aoces in the Britifli dominions. For, having 

formed a deiign of i<»zing. the iiland of Sicily* 

they fitted out a fleet for that purpofe, and* 

in July 171 8, maflercxl moft part of the placea 

in it ;' but while they were buiily emgloyed 

in attacking the citadel of Mefiina, the Britifli 

fieet came to their affiftance, and, upon the 

eleventh o£ Auguft, attacked twenty- feven 

SpaniOi ihipa of the line, off Cape PailarOf 

and, after an obftinate engagement, took and 

fonk moft W. tliem : and foon after the king^ 

of Sicily 'acceded to the Quadruple alliance* 

This dunning blow fo much chagrined the 

court of Spain, that an order was ifTued out 

for feizing upon all the Britifh merchant (hips 

and effe^s in that kingdom. To redrefs which 

injuries, letters .of nurquje. and, reprifals were 

given to the Britilh fubjedls againfl thofe of 

Spain, the third of O^ober X718:; and, oa 

the 17 th, war was declared againil her. 

Indeed the court of Spain was, at this time,; 
'^^t moft intriguing, in Europe: for (he did 

t only endeavour to diflnrb the. tranquility, 
Britain, but likewife of France;: for wiikh 

-pofe the prince, of Cellemare, . her ambaffiji* 
H Paris, had entered into a contrad with 

feme 
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fome motineersy to whom he gave penfions :: 
the deftgn was, to take away the rent's lifev 
to make an tnroad into four provinces of the 
kingdom ; to ipanify the French oiiniilryy and 
thus pave a wzy for uaiting the whole, or at 
kail the greateft p&rt of the French domi- 
nions, with thofe of the younger branch o£ 
the houfe of Bourbon.v Which fcheme might 
have taken place, and rekindled the general 
war, if the fame* had not beea difcovered in 
the followine extraordinary manner. 

Two noblemen, who were intruded wiik 
n packet from the Spanidt amhafiador to car. 
dinal Albsroai, containing a relation of the 
pFOgref» which he bad made with ibme noble-* 
men for accompliihiag the icHemes of his 
court, entered a chaife, which broke dowjr 
about two- kagoee from. Paria. The pofiilioBy 
obferving them to take more care of their 
f^ortmanteau than, of thefiiieive$^(ofte of thenn. 
ikying, he would rather loefe'oai hondced 
thoufand piftoies than k) after driving then 
lo the end of the &r(t ftage, he hafieaed t9 
Paris, and gave immediate notice of what he 
had feen to- the government. The council of. 
the regency being inftantly called, fiune were 
fent off, with an order to ftop them; which 
they actually did at Potdiers, and not. only 
arrelted their perlbn«, but fent their portman*- 
^eau to Paris ; in which were found the plaindfc 
marks of a confpiracy. The fame night (the • 
28th of November) ^veral peribns of dlMnc^ 
tion were feiss^d and feat to the Baftile; and 

the.- 
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the Spam(h arobafTador was commande^d to 
XfiSkVt the kingdom. 

^ The abbot da Bois wrote z circular Utter. 
tfr feveral minifters re£ding at the French 
couit, and paj;ticularly to the earl of Stair, 
acqwRting him with the motives which in- 
duced them to take this ftep with regard to 
' the prince de Celiamere* by whc^e letters it 
was plainly leen». that he was inciting the 
king's fnbjedls to a revolution, and that h^ 
had formed a plan to deftroy the tranquility, 
^f the kingdom^ and then concluded, itk 
tfirms which both diicovered his refpe<5t to the 
£nti(h court, and a perfooal efteem for heit 
ambailador. 

Soon after this, a declaration of war wa9 

a^de by France againA Spain ; and, thongb 

the fame was looked upon rather as fiditiouj 

•han reaJ, yet the burning of fix new men of 

war upon the Hocks at Port Parage, and tha 

taking of iboie towns, put the matter of 

France'sr benig in earnefl beyond ail poffibility 

of doubt. And now Spain, being embarraifed 

. with the two mofi: powerful Hates in Europe^ 

had reco^rXe to art for extricating herfelf ; ihe 

was llotonly depnved of a refource from the 

States General, from whom ihe hoped for af* 

fil^ance in Ikips, but the perfon whom (he 

nxoft trufled, viz. Charles XJI. of Sweden, 

been fuddenly' taken o€ at FrederickflialU 

the 3oih of November. 

'here was hardly a faagle ftcp taken for the 

"^facvaUeiy that efta^^ the I^Kcean eye 

of 
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of the carl of Stair"; for, from the month of - 
June till the end of Odtober, he was making-- 
tjiemoft preffing inftances to the >egent, that 
the duke of Ormond, who had relided, do*^ 
ring that time, in the neighbourhood of Paris* , 
might not be tolerated in France. This coming^ 
to the ears of Cardinal A Ibeponi, he invited* 
kim to come to Madrid 5 where he was let 
into the fcheme agreed oiy betwixt France 
and Spain, and the king of Sweden, for 
making an invaiion on Great Britain, as foon 
as he had reduced Frederickfhall» while the 
duke of Ormond fhould make an a^ttempt upon' 
Irelandi with eight thoufand men, that were to 
fail with him from the port of Bifcay. Alt 
this being difcovered^ by intercepting the 
prince of Cellamare's packets, the earl- of 
Stair exerted himfelf to the utmoft, in ordep 
to difcourage the deHgn, and fent fuch ae^ 
counts of his procedure as a(loni(hed the king^ 
aod made him admire the depth of his pene-! 
tration^ Ever/ thiag^ was put in the bed 
pofture of defence^ both in Britain and Ire- 
land, where ten thoufand pounds were fet. 
upon the head of the duke of OrnKMid. 

So many grpat actions, (o conftant a run of 
glorious fuccefs i^Jiis- negotiations, a reputa^ 
tion fo full, and fo entire^, appeared the 
fweeteft and pleafanteft fruit of fo much toil : 
for indeed it may be faid, that he could hr — 
no more honours, fince he was dignified, i 
manner, with all the crowns that could 
fixed. uporv< the. head of a fubjedi; but tl 
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•which is ordinarily the bound and limit of 
other heroes, was only the way and the mean 
for ours to arrive at a higher pinnacle ofgreat- 
•nefs. Thus providence, by veiling in him fo 
many illuflrious employments, intereftiug him 
in (b many different events, and making him 
-the inHrument of To many pieces of iervice 
to his country, prepared him, as it were, a 
mader, in the knowledge of the Britiih in« 
tercft, to the great king George, that wifeft of 
flatefmen, whom here I may call invincible ; 
nor, indeed, mud we think, that his fludies 
and his experience could be better employed 
than in giving a leflbn to fo acute a fcholar : 
but what cannot a great mailer do, when he 
finds a genius of the firit order to form ? 
Scarce had the earl of Stair given his firfl ad- 
vices, till he-found it out of his power to in- 
fifi Upon others, being prevented by the quick- 
fightcdnefs, by the penetration, by the happy 
.and wife impetuoiity of the courage and con- 
AviGt of fo great a king ; and, as people ob* 
ferve, the thunderbolt, coming almoft in a 
moment within the body of the cloud, to 
burn, to blaze, -to burft, and to overturn ; fo 
the firft fires of a military ardour, orbf a po- 
.litical zeal,. are fcarce kindled in the her.ri of 
the king, when they burn, flame, and break 
through all. Britain and Ireland are put in a 
fture of defence 5 tiie councils of the houfe 
Bourbon are overturned by the policy of 
■ ^'itifli ambafTador; terror feizcs upon 

France 
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Trance; and a"rur[5rifing admiration paflSs 
from one end of Europe to the other. 

Buty though Spain was unable n6w to exe* 
cute her defigns, yet the reftlefs fpirit of the 
cardinal (lill fomented the tumultuous palfions 
t)f the Briti(h rebels, who had retired, partly 
by his invitation, and partly without any, into 
-the dominions of his mafter. The invitation 
was kept a perfe6t fecret, even at Madrid 
itielf ; but, as there were fome people aboujt 
the duke of Ormond, who, being elate with 
the profped of the expedition, they thought 
proper to communicate the defign to their 
correfpondents at Paris; and the(e having 
(hewn their letters to one McDonald, a Heu- 
tenant-colonel in the Irifh brigades, he handed 
them about, till at lad they came to the ears 
of the Briti& ambafiador, who fent captain 
Gardiner exprefs, with an accottnt, that the 
preparations of the Spaniards, at Cadiz, 
were certainly defigned againft South Britain-; 
and that their fleets would put to fca the 7^1 
or 8th of March. 

This piece of intelligence was communi- 
cated by the king to his parliament; who, 
after aflfuring him of their utmpft cflFbrts to de- 
feat fo extraordinary an attempt, the forces 
were every where in motion, and perhaps would 
have had more work to do, notwithftandin? 
•the German troops lay ready at O fiend to e 
bark to the afliftance of his Britannick r 
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Jefty^ if the enemies of their country bad not 
met with a check from another Quarter. 

The duke of Ormond, with five thoufaftd 

land forces on board, having provifion> aai« 

XDunition, and .every other necefTai^, em*- 

barkcd for the Weft of England } but meeting 

with a ftorm off Cape Finiilerre, they were 

Separated : his grace, with moft of the Englifli 

and Irifh officers, were obliged to put back to 

Cadiz, while the earls of Marihal and Sea>> 

•forth, and the marquis of Tullibardin, puri- 

fued their Voyage, and landed at Kintail ii> 

"the north of Scotland, on the fifteenth of 

April, with about four hundred Spanifh troops. 

They were very uneafy to know the fate of 

the duke of Ormond, and deferred moving 

from thence, till they fhould hear what was 

4>scome of his grace : but, before any certain 

accounts arrived of his difappointment, .gene* 

ral Wightman was in full march to difperfe 

them, haring with him two Swifs and three 

Dutch battalions, one hundred and twenty 

-dragoons, with about three hundred and fifty 

foot ibldiers. He came up with them, on the 

Pretender's birth- day, at the pafs of Glen- 

■ihiel ;. where the M'Kenzics were flationed on 

one fid^, the marquis of Tullibardin, with 

the laird of M'Douall, upon the other, and 

the Spaniards intrenched in their front, 

\aking, in all, one thoufand fix hundred 

\ Mty men. No fooner did they enter the 

, thab, to their aftonifhment, the rebels, 

' lay concealed among the heath, alarmed 

them 
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tliem with their (hot, and killed the colond 
of a Dutch regiment upon the (pot ; which 
diiheartened the foldiers much, till a major 
-]ed them 'on, with fuch intrepidity, amidfl the 
dre of the eneniy, that he even played upon 
the flagelet before them. General Wightraaa 
"obferving the matter, ordered ComehaBd-'gre- 
nadoes to be thrown in among them, which 
fired the heath, that was then very long, about 
their ears ; and one of the fplinters wounding 
Seaforth in the wrid, his clan carried him of^ 
and at the fame time retired in the greateft 
confufion. As the general was unacquainted 
-with the country, he ordered captain Monro 
of Culcairn, who was there with about eighty 
men of his brother's vaflals, to purfue them^ 
'which he did with a furprifing alacrity, and» 
J<nowing the fleeps, he and they mounted 
them, under cover of forae coehorns that were 
brought to bear upon the enemy, whom they 
-purfued from one rock to another, till that 
Ijrave officer was wounded. The rebels placed 
in the right of the pafs having given way, 
thofe on the left made off full fpeed, leaving 
the Spaniards, who now became an eafy con- 
quell ; for they were all made prifoners of war 
without fo much as drawing one drop of 
^lood. 

This was the lad effort in favour of the old 
Pretender, during the reign of George J. 
iigaind whom fo many plots and confpiracies 
H ere formed, bat were as often ba^ed. 

«ow 
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The refined policy of the earl of Stair was 
DOW become "otxx to a )[)roverb, and the 
people, as It were, Howied their knees before 
Jiiin as he went forth into the (Ireets ; for the 
pt>pulace of France are very averfc to a war . 
with the Bfitifli nation. His houfe was a re- 
ceptacle for the poor, and he generally had . 
the xno&fabilantial difiies prepared for them ; 
yea, and he himfelf always ufed an Englifh 
inoal for his Sunday's dinner ; to which were 
frequently invited many of the principal lords 
of the court, or fome of the forefgn ambafla- 
dors ; who all agreed in the admiration of his 
perfon, the de;cterity of his condudl, and po- 
iitenefs of. his addrefs : and, indeed, this new 
blow, that had been given to the pretender's 
fclieme, through his means, would, in a man-. 
ner, hav^ repdere4 him adored by the multi- 
tdde» efpeceially when they recolleiled tht 
magnificence of his appearance, on the twenty- 
GTth of January, at his entry into Paris, to 
congratulate the king on his acceflion to the 
throne ; and^ sls the fame was the mod fpleu.* 
did ever ieen on tlie like occafion, we think it 
will not be improper to defcribe it for the fur- 
tBer entertainment of our readers. 



'I 
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The Order of hh Entry. 

X, T H £ coach of the chevalier de SAiii Aotb 
the introduAor of ambailadors. 

2 . The coach of (he itiar Ihal d'Mrees,. vice* 
admiral of France. • 

3. His excellency's under qijierry, at the head 
of thirty-f^ footmen in his, exqetlencj's U- 
very. 

4. One of his maje.fly of Great-Britain^ ca< 
bin^t^courierst. or meQibngers» on hotfe-back. 

^» Six horfes led by fix grooms, in the fame 
livery as hi^ exceliei;icy's footmen. 

^. Twelve gentkmen on horfe>back. 

7* His excellency *s querryy or mailer of th^ 
liorie> on horfe-back. 

8, Twelve pages, in his eicceUency's livery^ 
on hoi(e-back. 

9. The kind's coach ; in which waf his e9c« 
celiency, the mAribal d'£firee.$« apd the gheya- 
liir de Sain£tot. 

IQ. The coaches of the princes and tbe. 

princeiles of the blood, ajid that of the abbot 

da Boi;, miniHer «^d f^retary of fta(e for fbr 

reign affiurs. 

1 1 • Thirty paces behind followed two Swif- 

fers, in his excellency's livery, on horf^-back. 
12. His excellecy's body-coach, mith eighl 
fii|i, drawn by eight dapple-grey Fzieflaad 
fe's^Hmd a foowan on each £ae the coach. 
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13. His excellency's fecond coach, draw« 
hf eight moufe-coloured Neapoiitan hdrfeu 
and a footman on each fide the coach. 

14. His excellency's calalh, drawn by eight 
bay-brown Spanifh horfes, with black manas^ 
and a footman on each fide. 

15. His excellency's fourth coach, drawA 
by eight bay-brown DanUh horfes with black 
jnanesy and a footman on each fide. 

16. His excellency's fifth coacn, drawn by 
eight black FriefUad hories, and a footman dii 
each fide. 

17. The coach of Mr. Crawford, iecre* 
crctary to the ambafTy of his majefly of Great-' 
Britain. 

i3. The coaches of (everal Englifh lords 
and gentfemen who made up his excellency's 
train. 

An Account of the Livery and 
Equipage. 

His excellcncy^s liveries, for his footmen^ 

were of orange coloured Engli(h cloth, trini- 

Aaed with velvet lace, blue, white, aad crim- 

fon, worked fo as to reprefent his excellency'^ 

coat d( nrms betwixt two filver laces, th^ 

fleeves 1 flaps covered with lace, and the 

^^xj y "". embroidered with filver and filk 

^ th >f the livery, adorned with tufta 

d Iver, with blue and white fea* 

;rs, and cockades in their hats, their Hock- 

r« of a ' cherry colour, with filver clocks ; 

£ a their 
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^heiT gibves embroidered with filver four inches 
deep, and their linnen trimmed with ^ fine 
Flanders lace. 

The fix led horfes were the fined that eyes 
could fee, mounted with faddles and houfing 
of difFercnt forts of velvet, with diiFerent em- 
broideries of gold and filver of the richeft (brt, 
with their caparifons in gold and filver em* 
broideries fuited to the liveries, and in their 
compartments, the arms, cyphers, and devices 
of his excellency. 

His querry, or mailer of the horfe, ^as 
mounted on a fine Spanifii horfe, his equipage 
of yellow velvet, fet off with fine filver fringes 
and lace, the houfing and holders richly em- 
broidered and embellifhed in the fame manner. 
The harneffes of filver twirt, fet off with buc- 
kles and ornaments of mafly filver. 

The pages were clad in the 6neft orange co- 
loured Englifh cloth', trimmed with broad fil- 
ver lace, picked and richly wrought ; their 
(leeves were faced with blue velvet with the 
fame lace ; their ihoulder knots embroidered 
with filver wire, and adorned with tufts of fil- 
ver ; their hats laced with Spaniih point-lace ; 
their feathers white, and their cockades yellow ; 
their gloves had filver fringes, and wjcre em- 
broidered on the back. They all rode op £n«- 
glifli horfes, their faddles and houfings triin«« 
med with filver and gold lace and embroil-, 
dery ; the bridle-reins of filver twift, and all 
tlie fumiihing of the horfes of ibafiy filver. 

Hi9 
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His excellency's gentlemen, and uflder 
^aerry, were all clad alike, in fine afh coloured 
cloth, laced all oyer with a fine large open 
Clver lace ; their hats laced with filver, and 
their cockades and feathers yellow ; their 
gloves, and the harnefs of their horfes, the 
lame with thpfe of the pages. 

The two Swiflers, in his excellency's livery, 
had rich fhoulder-belts covered with fflver-lace 
and enibroidery; their gloves had filver fringes, 
their fvvords filver handles, with large filver 
pommels, and knots of filver ribbon ; their 
hats were laced, and their cockades and fea- 
thers white and blue. They rode on horfes 
whofe harnefles were trimmed with lace, fringes 
and embroidery. 

ll is excellency's body-coach had eightglafTes^ 

was lined with Perfian crimfbn velvet, and ike 

ground-work of gold Never was a more 

magnificent one feen, cither for the fincnels of 

I the^fculpture and gilding, or the fichnefs of its 

I other ornaments. Theroofwithin was adorned 

I with a large cartifane of the b«ft gold in Pari^, 

t which went round and formed the cantone- 

I ments. In the middle there was a great r ^fs 

likewife of a gold cartifane, and in thecentr« 

a rich ornament formed like a wreathed tower. 

Round the roof there was a large gold tuft, 

1 frarniihed with fringes, fpinage-fced, and jef- 

I my flowers; The curtains were of Genoa 

! rimfon damaflc, richly embroidered with gold, 

ed, and garniflied round with golden va- 

ccs, adorned in the fame manner. The 

E 3 body 
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body of the coach without, except the pott 9^ 
which were all of fculpture, was the fame with 
the inner roof, and of crimfon velvety covered 
with very rich cartifaoes of gold> with orna«- 
ments in mofaic work of gold wirt. On the 
pannels, before and behind, and of the boot, 
were the arms of the king of Great-Britsdn in 
£old embroidery of large emboHed work ; and 
in thofe of the four corners were the devices of 
the orders of the garter, and St. Andrew em* 
broidered in the fame manner. The velvet on 
the outer roof is almoft quite covere.d by tli« 
ornaments of the cardfane and the golden em* 
broidery formed in the cpmoartments. Inllea4 
of eight apples there were infants carved and 
joined two and two, holding in one hand the 
arms of Gre^t- Britain, and in the other^ n 
{}lume of feathers of gold ware ^aiixed mih 
crimfon flowers ; and, lodead of apples in the 
middle, there were four infants carved ^nd 
joined, fupporting the imperial crown of Great 
Britain. The corriih was adorned with a thick 
^old cordon, or ridge, richly embroidejedi 
^hich, in Head of nails, formed toks of gold 
in relievo ; from which hung down a ma^nifi« 
cent fringe in form of fpinage-feed, atid ]efla« 
fiiy round the .roof. All the braces and orna* 
ments of the wheels or fprings were richly gilt 
with ground gold. The braqes, crois, and 
♦raver fes, were covered wiih crimfon vclvei 
and open gold lace. The harness was al fr 
adorned with crimfon velvety and iet off witl' 
buckles aid other ornaments of^lt brafs. Tl 

rid 
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lim wtrfc of mitts of gold crimfon filk. The 
buttons, or knobs, were eml^ellifhed with (heAt 
of fpinnage and jei&my in gold.. The plumes 
of tWB horfes wtrt of vw-y fine feathers adorhcd 
with gold in a new and very particular ^an^- 
ner; and in the middle of tneoi there was a 

tariand <^ crimfon fltfwters. The coachman's 
ox was covered with the^fame velvet as the iit- 
'fide of the coach, with a rich gold fringe in 
ibrm of fpihnag^-feed and jcf!3tny. 

The fecond lurpaffed all that had ever yet 
%ctn feen for the beauty and CUriofiiy of the 
^nlptnn;, therein the V^orkman had in a man* 
*cr outdone himfclf. This coach had feveVi 
^1ai&8 : it was lined with a crimfon Genoa 
vamalk, with large gold floivers, fet off witti 
tSiick gold fringes. The outfide was rich fcu!^» 
'tute, partly filverfcd and partly gilt, with 0^- 
feaments of flowers in their naturd irblour^. 
Vic omiide of the toof was ttwtt^ with or- 
naments of brafs bivered ahd gilt, knA ^ndi^d 
^Krith a balket of Howers to the lif%i. FrOiti this 
iKtflcet Came eight firings which cafhidd gre<(t 
buttons of filver and gold under each of the 
ttpples that adorned the cornifli. The'painting, 
W the pan«\cl3 wwc ornameints, v^ tne-itftitt;— — . 
cyphefS, and devices of his excellency thfe ' ' 
Ambaflador. That on the back reprefented the 
dawn of the day expelling darkncfs, the fym« i 
tsol of truth, which dif^erfes error and fal4 1 
T»rejodice, The braces, falfe braces, crofles^ 
nvctfes, harneffes, and reins, were of yellow 
V^t> interned with iace» buttous) buckles, 

E 4 &c. 
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&c. of filver. The horfes plumes were of 
white feathers garniihed with go]d> and ydlow 
ortes with filver ; from the middle of each of 
thefe came a garland of gold and filver mixed 
with flowers of all forts of colours. The 
coachman's box wa^ covered with'the famp.fort 
•f velvet that lined the coach, with gold fringe 
round it. .....: 

The fourth is a coach with fcven glafles, 
covered within and withbu.t with crimfon vel- 
vet, enriched with cartifancs and fringes of 
gold. The fculpture of the body without wasi 
gilt at bottom, and richly painted in all the 
pannels with the attributes of peace, fet off" 
with three rows of gilt nails ; and, on the 
roof, was eight apples of brafsgi'tof a cherry 
colour. The braces, &c. were of Ruflia lea*- 
ther, pinked and embroidered ; and all .the 
tiraces of the fineft model, and gilt, of a cherrjr 
colour. The coachman's box^was like the 
furniture within, with rich gol^Tfringes. 

The coachmen and poftilions of all the 
coaches were clad in his excellency's livery, 
like thofe already mentioned. 

All the horfes for the coaches and faddlcs- 
had their manes ad«rncd with rich Ivnots and 
riLboas'mix(Ri"witn mnT^f goid'and lilvet* ^ 

The earl of Stair being come from la Ra- • 
quette, where he was received by the marflial 
d* Eftrees and the chevalier de Saindlot, to the 
hotel for the entertainment of anibafladors ex- 
traordinary,^ he was complimented, io.t'-- 
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king's name, by the marquis de Gcfores, iirft 
gentleman of the bedchamber ; on the part of 
th« duchefs of Berry, by the chevalier de 
Hautefort, her mailer of the horfe ; on the 
part of madame, by the marquis de Simiane, 
her matter of the horfc : on the part of the 
duke of Orleans, by the marquis de Simiane, 
firfl gentleman of his bedchamber ; and, on 
the part of the duchefs of Orleans, by the mar- 
quis de St. Pierre, her matter of the horfe. 
Me was lodged in that hotel, and entertained, 
the three following days by the king's of- 
ficers. 

On the feventh, the pnnce de Lambefc, 
and the chevalier de Saindot, introdudor of . 
ambafladors, went in the king's coach to the 
hotel of ambaifadors extraordinary, to receive 
the earf of Stair, and condudted him to his firf! 
public audience of his majefly ; on which oc- 
cafion his excellency made the following fpeech 
to the king : 

SIR, 

THE king of Great-Bntain, my mafftcr» 

fent me, his ambaflador-extraordinary to your 

majefty, to congratulate you on your acceflioi^ 

to the crown ; and to affure you, That there 

' nothing he more ardently defires, than to 

intain and improve that perfc6k friend(hip 

ich is fo happily eftablilhed with your ma- 

and to confirm and incredfe the union 

£ 5 and 
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sMod motual confidence between the two nadonf 
w^ich is Co beneficial to each. As long a» 
thefe oation£ are united, no foreign force can 
endanger the coniHtudon of either fUte ; an4 
their unioQ may naturally be of long dwatioa. 
They have noUiing to oaini ooe of the other, 
np pretenfions to be decided between them. 

Nature hath bounded Great- Britata by the 
ica; file feeks ' nothini2; that beloi^ to bex 
neighbour i (be naturally finds her advantage 
in Uie public quiet and trau^uillty ^ her iiw 
intereft, as well as the indiB;Uioo and wifdoai 
«f her king, difpofe her. to defire the peace 
and bappine^ of hex neighboi2£s» and* to eon;- 
tribute thereto. 

Your m^efly is pofiefied of the fineft and 
inoll powerful kfngdom of Europe : it want^^ 
nothing but quiet and uanquility to render h 
the moH te^py and the moH fioari(hing* 

The& two potent nations, fo hnppily fito- 
ated, united by intereft fo natural, and by tiea* 
ties fo wifely concerted, will not only be happy 
in the conftitutions of each ilate, as long as 
their anion laft, but will communicate the 
happinefs they enjoy to their neighbourss and 
j(o all Europe. 

The treaty lately madt fcts out fo clearly 
tht bounds between the chief powers 5 ia 
carefully provides agatiUl all occafions few was, 
ahat human prudence can fbrefee.in the oivuim 
^^ tioje ; and fettles a guaranty of luch a n;^ 
rc» and of fiich Ibcce, fef the jpublk tran* 

^ttifity. 
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^foiity, thdt We liavc ftrong realbn to flatter 
erurfeivfis, no power will attempt \o difturb it; 
and yatir majefty will have the fatisfadlbn and 
tire glory i6 fee, in the beginning of your 
auffpiddtis tfei^fi, France and all Europe re- 
cftabltflred'; t3iich have been fo cruelly torn 
in pitcti by fiich Very lotag and 'deftruaiye^ 
wars. 

That in which jrbut fiia^efty is at prefent en- 
gffg^d joihtly with your allies, will be of ffiort- 
contintiafnce : it is impofiible that the ungo* 
verned paiTiCftftf, and blind ambition, of parti* 
eularperlbns., mould long withftand the force*^^ 
6f the 6[feateft pttwets in Europe, united for 
df^bfiimng the public tranquility on lailing 
^Tid folid roundations. The public peace and* 
WtlhTt will' food fucteed to thefe tranfienti 

The king, myjhaftftr, wiihes your majel 
ihay ftnjoy,, in k long cbiirfe of years, ybuahc 
^dur defeetidanfs, uninterfujJted fruits of that: 
welfare ; and that the two nations, as well as 
^ kingS) may ever be united, as well daringr 
Mb r€igh as thofe 6f his poftcrity. 
• As I hlErtrfi had ibe happinefs to fee thofe en- 
gzMAeiili forftied, which unite the king my. 
Adtef with y6Ur nsajeHy, I Aall think myfelF 
very, fortunate, if by niy endeavours, 1 may 
^y Way contribute to the keeping up of this* 
fi4»!)py oni'on, and to the rehderihg it more per- 

^ b^tW^^iv the two nations. 

Z 6 Tb 
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The anfwer returned by his majeiiy was. to, 
this eiFed: That he was extremely pleafed 
with the good intelligence between nimielf. 
and the king of Great Britain; that he was^ 
fatisfied it was very beneficial to the two na- . 
tlons; that his excellency might afiure the 
Icing, that, on his part, he would do all that. 
was in his power for continuing and improving^, 
the friendfhip and good correfpondence with 
the kine> and between the nations ; and that, 
the choice which the king had made of his ex- 
cellency was very agreeable to hini« 

From this grand appearance made by the, 
earl of Stair, one may judge of the greatnefv 
of his foul, and of the honour he did to the 
Britifh nation during his miniftry. He infilled 
upon a» explicit ani wer ' to his memorials re-! 
lating to the intended port of Mardyke, be- 
fore he afTumed any charader, with that firm- 
nefs and dignity which ever diftinguifhed hinx 
in battles, courts, and fenates^ ia favour and, 
disgrace. 

He (b far ferved his country, as three times, 
to defeat the Pretender^ prbjedls; and, ex-^ 
tending his generofity to the whole of Europe, 
he projedled the Quadruple alliance, wlpch, 
was the means of pacifying the troubles^ both 
in the north and the fouth. 

When the emperor and the king of Spaia 
were at war* he formed the plan of a treaty 
between his royal mafter and the Moft Chriiliaa 
king ; by which the contending powers were 
brought to an accoKiB(M)dation« He carried 
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<tHi that noble conteft with the pntices of the 
blood, on the ceremoaial to be obferved to 
ambaiTadors of the £ril order, and brought it 
to that ilTue which ha& contbaed the rule 
ever dnce. His vigilance and circa mfpedlioa 
could not be deceived, and his prefence of 
mind, ipirit, and Tefolutton, foch as could not 
b<e daunted, overaw/ed» or difcompofed. Hit' 
addrefs and deportment were the admiratioit 
of the courts which had, till then, the vanit/ 
to think, thoie delicate flowers were only to 
be found in their own foiL.. His abilities had 
fach an aicendant over the regent, that, being 
once pubticl;^ afked, what part his royal high- 
nefs would take in the troubles of the north ^ 
he- anfwered, What the firiti(b amba^dor 

So many grand occafions and honourable 
' appearances proved the means of incumbering 
bit perfonal edate, which, with the debts he 
bad contraded in gaming, was the cauie of 
bis. being recalled. Upon his return, the king^ 
declared himfelf fo well pleafed with his con- 
dud, that he would have created him a duke, 
if be had not been prevented by law. The 
trae fenfe which the king had of his fidelity^ 
was the greateil and mod illuftrious eulogium 
of his virtue : the people, ecchoed back the 
; praifes of their king, while the whole of his 
^ * minions refounded with applaufe for his con- 

&. ; feveral prints were publiihed, and every 
I * ^'^ok a pride to have hit pidlure by them-. 

! ' Hj9 



He cootsnaed aM tint kmg's ^V^ ^ one df' 
lus ptiry council i was pfcfefit at the moft A>- 
lemn tranCaiftions; amly oti his late majefly'a' 
ftlcendtfig the t^rooe, kt was received iatd» 
the fame ooaid^cc. 

Jxk A{»ril» 1730V he vt^as made lord adiiiiral 
•f Scotland^ whkh, with his other poUs^ h# 
held till April 1^7 3 Jy wivea he fell itilo dill 
giraeeat ooait» apon^beMlowiiijg; occaiioR t 

In the wuitnf of the year I732> there waa 
bought into parlkiiieata fchemelbf chafigin^ 
^e daties on tobacoo and wine, and Winding 
^m uader the laws 0I' £x€ife> for preveit^sg 
of frauds ia the reremte, which fome ptapl6 
at the helm loudly cottiplsliiied of. ^hk s^ 
fair was di^iked by the trading part of ih& 
nation^ who made fo great a noife, thatitt }^ 
nUary the dobacKonifts tff Londen« at a ge^rati 
askeeting* agreed to ad in concert with the 
c<»iu]Bitcee appointed by the citizens, mei-*- 
chantSy and tr4iders of LondoK^, aad^ by ^1 
jaft and lawfoi means» to oppoie any new ,e;r«' 
cifey or extentlon of the excife kwsr ntideif 
any pretencse whaifoevet ; ieveral col-poi-ationtf 
aaraeHIy recaitifnend^ the ianDe thin^ to then^ 
ffprefentfittvH; ahd^ in Pebraa^y^ the eky 
of London laid theil- friefanees htfoft tHeii^ 
^r repftefentattves. Nofwithflanding whjch» 
the fcheme ^-as ptopefed^ and the m^ie^^ 
with regard to tobaeco^ was fnade, (>A thi! 
foarteench of MaFch, in a grand coAAiitle^ ;. 
and, after a warm debate, xhe (^udfltdn wm 
^aiiriedy two hundred and Axty.iix againil two 

hundred 
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Iiuodred and £re; and afterwards, March 
£xteen, in the hoafe^ by two liandred and' 
forty- aiYie agdnft one hundred and eighty- 
Bine, and a bill was Ordered to be broaght ill 
acoordinf ly ; which being d^ne veptm tha 
fourth of Apnl, and re^ for the firft ttme> 
tbe ihenffis, with fevcral of &e aidertnen, com^ 
iDoai^couiicii^aiietb emiBeat merdianll an4 
traders of the cky, w«nt ia their coaches 14 
Weftiaiivftar-bat], petitidning fobeheafd by 
tiieir C0Q&d] againik the bil7« which wa» np^ 
]K)inted to be read a iecoad tame on tbe teat^ 
«>f Aptil ; but ilidr petitioA, apon a «[aeftion, 
wasrejefted, two hundred and foarieen againil 
cme hundred aad Afaety*leveii> Other pe^ 
titions vrere sdfb broaght it)» when fir iiobeft 
Walpole moved, that the bill migbt iM»t ht 
laad tiU the twelfth of [June i whitf h. belttg 
i^eed to, the Icheme dropped^ oA whkn 
great rejaictngs were mtde. 

Among the number of thofe who oppofed k 
was the earl of Stair, not, iadeed^ from any 
ditiike he had to the then {Mime miniAer, bat 
front a pmfpe^ of the difmal conibquevieee 
tixat might arife, from k people for who(e laws 
and libem«» m^e martyrs have Mkted^ 
than for thofe of any other nation ; and it b«» 
ing demaitded, by the late qoeeo, why he 
did fo ; hite aafMSr was, *< That he wiflned her 
yoyal itaiily bettwr ^haii to agfee to ibch a 
pfojca:." A little time after be refigned aM 
iiis places into his Pmtltfs haikk} a^ did the' 
kvd CobhiiHi tht^ <kike of Bolteii> Ae eirl 
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of Cheilerfieldy the earl of Burlington, ancf 
many others. 

In the next feflion, which was the laft of 
that parliament, he voted with all the candour 
^nd integrity that became fb great a man, not 
regarding the fmiles or frowns of a court; and 
when a motion was made in the houfe of 
lords to petition his majefty to inform .them of 
the peribns that had advifed him to remove (6 
many eminent and truly brave men, he be- 
haved with a moderation that became the 
greatnefs of his foul. 

, In J une, 17 34, he appeared at the eledUons ; 
and, as the party who had iided with fir Ro* 
bert Walpole in promoting the excik-kheme, 
Kad been a^ great pains to carry the eledions 
of Scotland, he was the firft to enter a proteft 
agaii)fl the method of their procedure, viz* 
that the military, who by ad of parliament 
ought to be removed fome miles from the 
{^lace of eledlion, were, nevertheleis, under 
arms, at no further, diilance than half a mile; 
the dukes of Hamilton, Queenfberi»y, Mon- 
trofe, and Roxburgli, the marquis of Twe- 
dale^ and feveral other lords, who mentioned 
the very peers who were afterwards chofen, 
as thoie contained in the liil named by the 
minifter and fent down, by his agent, protefled 
like wife. And the matter might have been 
carried a greater length, had nt>t the late duktf 
of Argylje,^ during the heat of their debate,, 
told the meeting, that he faw many ilrange 
faces in the roon^y and that he thought the 

(ame 
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Ciise ihould be cleared; on which (everal 
iadiesy who had come in, withdrew, and were 
followed by the lords in the oppofite intercd : 
fo that the court party, as it was called, en- 
tirely prevailed ; and the petition given into 
parliament, complaining of the eledion, was 
afterwards refufed. 

From this rime he applied himfelf to agri- 
culture, which he underltood to fuch a de- 
gree, that he might be called the Virgil of the 
^g^ 9 he emp^9yed about two hundred work- 
jnen every day, and was as much admired for 
his huibandry at home, as he had been for 
his politenefs at the court of Verfailles. 

During his retirement from court, he was 
vifited by the nobility from all quarters j he 
corresponded with federal generals abroad, 
and with fome of thofe noblemen in Englanj 
who had refigned at the fame time with him** 
felf. He was mod facetious in converfation, 
and entertained his company with fuch dif- 
courfes as ferved to inllru^ as well as to 
amufe. When fpeaking of the king of Po- 
land, he attiaded the admiration of all who 
heard him; and he has frequently declared^ 
that he preferred hunting the ftag at Warlaw, 
to thfl gallantries and amufements of the court 
of Verfailles. His generofity, here, was like 
the greatnefs of his foul, for never man be- 
llowed his favours with a better grace. One 
diy a phyfician had come to his houfe, and 
Ills lordlhip judging, that, if he offered him 
jnooey, it might be refufed, contrived a way 

til 
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to intkekim a prefeit: he went to Ms pnrw 
lour, and wtote aline, whkh he gate to thir 
dodor to delii^er, at the fame titne apo^-. 
^*ing for ufing the freedom withjhim^ in the 
poHceft and moft amkble manner ; the gentle- 
man told hin), that his lordlhip's cx>mman^ 
were only an honour to him, and with plea- 
furelfaey fhould be obeyed. Upoft his coming 
to Edinburgh, he inllantSy repaired to tb^ 
fcrfbn for whoito the lettter was dire^ed> and 
delivered it toWm ; when, to'his forprife, he 
was ftewn theixmtento of il, i«rhich were aea 
follow : 

SIR, 

P AY tfte trearer thirty gtiineaj, t^ich !k 
%trt a fmall cmnplittient for his care of tae j 
And place the ftnie to the actount of, fif, . 
Your very humble fcrVatit, 

StAtlt* 

ft WtfuM be aHnot impc^ble to repfefeti^ 
the whole of his amiable and generous adtcns,. 
He was always a friend to the didref&d ; and^ 
when dripped of all his employments, fop'*- 
|iortcd the dignity of a nobleman who ha^ 
tmce proved an -ornament to the Bntifti tilitiott. 
Bat while he was encouragifig hufcandry, ami 
doing good to mankind, he was not onmllld^ 
ful ot religion ; for he iwent to chutch evei^ 
Sunday. And here it may be obfefved, that,. 
In France, his chapel i^s an afylum lo xlsA 

Pro- 
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?ao(e&aiUiy fojr whes ADy of tkeoi woe Cftken 
«p for au^ing at it h^ WMat Ibe expence of 
« suuaorU^ lo ti^ nfigent^ who 6in&\y gav« 
tliem kav€ to aft as they pkaied. Thas be 
continued till the year 1741 > when a chaise 
kappeped at GO«rt| to which he was called 01^ 
the fbUowing; occafion : 

TheBrittm mercbaius had long complaisiedt 
^t letters of marqee had beca iffiied out 
frdm the Spa&ift admiralty agekift the BniiQk 
Odpa^ wider pretence of fearchisf £or contra- 
)>aad goods and paiiporU; numeroos repre- 
feiitatkns were made upon this at Madrid, fe- 
:reral conforences were held apoo the fubjed $ 
and at laft a convention was figned, on the 
fefirth of Jaaaary 1 7 29* in which Spain agreed 
fo f^y Diaai^y^five thodaiui ptoundsy to «ee(i»- 
faafa&e the kflbs of Great Biii^. This a^ 
fair laighit have been amicably teraiiaaied» 
had set the caal ef diZ&ntioa been blowa 
^on another qi»irt«r. Spain muiler^ «p a 
idaim of jfixty-eight thou&od pounds c^a th% 
jl&ican conipany eoacaraed ia ^ B€gW6$, 
9nd refttfcd to pay the ninety *five thoniknd 
^otiads» till the fixty^eight thoufand poondi 
were dedaced ; nay, ib high did they n($ ia 
iheir demands, that Thomas Geraldine de*- 
daredy his mafter would as ft>on part with his 
eyes, as with his right of vifitiag fliipe in the 
^aierican feas. Bat perhaps thia^^ h^d not 
fy foon been -carried to an cxtaemity, if thk 
Spanjiih ambaiTador had not informed hh 
Coart of the diyi&cwsin parliament, and that), 
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by fomc well-placed fumsrit was cafy^to geta 
majority which might obtain f&ch (ams as they 
plcafed. This, with the bifliop of Renues's 
declaration at Madrid, of the people being 
jipe for a revolution, inflamed the Spaniards 
the more, which made them feize the Britifli 
fhips wherever they could find them. On the 
twenty third of Odlober, 1739, war was de- 
clared againil Spain ; who followed, in her 
turn, on the eighth of November. 

Admiral Vernon, who had been fent to the 
Weft Indies for protcding our trade, had taken 
Porto Bello on the twenty-iecond of Novem- 
ber, and received thirty thoufand piaHers as a 
lanfom for not pillaging the town. On the 
£rft of April he failed to Cartbagena* whofe 
outworks he took, and then failed vi^orioat 
up to' the harbour of the town, and debarked 
the land forces, tinder cover of the cannon 
from the (hips ; but a violent, rain falling, 
which is mortal to our foldiers in thofe partsi- 
and th'e ladders being too (hort, through an 
error in the mathematician who computed the 
height of the wall of fort St. Lazara, they 
were obliged to retire, after trying what 
hrsLvery itfelf would do. Hence Spain rofs in 
her demands ; and, being fecretly afiifted by 
the French, Hie was the more active in pra- 
fecuting her mighty projeds. 

About a year after the beginning of the war 
with Spain, an event happened, which, for 
eight years together, occafioncd the moft me- 
Jaocholy fcenes: the emperor Charles VU 

^ died. 
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died, the ninth of Odober 1740 ; which day 
his elde^ daughter, now emprefs, was pro* 
claimed queen of Hungary and Bohemia, and 
archdttchefs of Auftria ; her mi'niflers ai the 
feveral courts of Europe notified her acceffion, 
and fupporte<l the legality of what was done, 
fiom her claim, in confequence of the will of 
Ferdinand I. and of the deed of Charles VI.. 
biinfelf, dated the twentieth of June 1722 ; 
wherein, with the unanimous voice of a ge-* 
nerardietof the ftates of Hungary, then met 
at Prefljurg, an aft was pafled for fettling the 
fucceffion of that crown on. the female line of 
the houfe of Auftria, with their defcendants, 
in failnre of male iiTue, according to the right 
of primogeniture. The queen's tiile was ac- 
knowledged hy feveral princes ; but the elec« 
tor of Bavaria refufed, and put in for it him-- 
felf, founding his pretenfions to the Auflrian 
fucceilion upon the famrwiil of Ferdinand I. 
and defcent from Charles V. as alio, that he 
was married to the emperor Jofeph's daughter. 
The troops of his eledtorate marched, in Sep- 
tember 1741, in fupport of his claim, and 
were fojkiwed by thirty thoufand French 
forces, under pretence of fecuring the eledl- 
ing an emperor according to the treaty of 
^eftphalia, of which their king was the gua- 
rantee^ 

~>n the other hand, his Britannick majedy 
sorted the Pragmatick San6lion, and op« 
.;d the fixing of an emperor by the influ* 
^ ^f the court of Verfailles ; and, though 

her 
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baagarian majefly was attack^ b}r the king 
of Prafiia, who marched his troops, on the 
fbartcenth of December, to proted Silefiar 
from infults, and, at the fame time, deprived 
of affiftance from the Rnffi^ns, between whom 
and the Swedes a war had been jq(1 kindled ; 
yet, under all thefe difadvantages, was fhe af- 
filed by tfe^ Britifli nation. 

During the winter of the vear 17x19 ther 
armies were a^ve abroad ; Lmtz, and a few * 
other places were taken by the Auftrians, wh«r 
gained Tome advantages in the field, and ex- 
traded into Bavaria itielf. At home» the par- 
liament was taken up with examining into, 
the merits of ekdions; many of which being 
carried againft fir Robert Walpole, he re- 
figned his places into his'majedj's hands ; on 
which a total chaage enfued in iht miniftry. 
A refolation was taken for fupporting the 
queen of Hungary, and reftonng the balance 
of power, which muft have been entirely dc- 
firoyedj if the treaty of dividing the domi« 
moot of the houfe of Auihia had fucceeded, 
according to the propofal of France. In con^ 
foquenoe of this refolution, three hundred' 
thousand pounds were given her ; a codider- 
able body of Britifh troops were fent to Flan* 
ders, the command of which» as aHb of the 
Hanoverians and Heffians, was given to the 
^arl of Stair ; who now began, nke the ft^i^ 
after letting for a long nightt to rife with the 
brighter luflre. In March 17429 he was made 
field^marihal of his majefty't' forces^, and am- 

baf&doi--* 
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Inflkdor-extraon^nary sad plenipotentiary to 
tbe Statea-gen^ral. 

This fudaen rife procured him the love of 
«¥ery trae Biiton; and the king, on feeing 
him, received hini with a tenderneis and affec* 
tion which convinced all prefent, that his ma* 
j^jr was inclined to remenftber the maxim of 
t^e wifefl of kings : viz. Not to forget his fap> 
thier's friend. 

After this he was introduced to the prince of 
Wales, who behaved with that endearing 
Iweetnefs, which proclainoied him the life, the 
hopes, and the ornament of the Britifli na- 
tion. 

The whole court admired him ; his old 
£aei|ds repaired to him, and thofe he received 
^ith pecidiat marks of gratitude and com- 
plai&nce. lu a word, his former difgrace 
jnade him (hine the brighter ; the poets of th« 
tin^e vied ijo finding hb eulogium ; and Bri- 
tain refounded with his praiie» while Europe 
Itood an^azed, expecting ibme extraordinary 
'Cvent^ upon the roiloration of a degraded fa« 
vourite» the fame of who& tranfadions had 
Ibrmerlj^ ecchoed thro' their territories. 

He direfiljr applied himfelf to the manage-* 
mem of t)ie^ important baiinefs committed t« 
him ; and, knowing that he had to deal with 
the ambafladors. of Spmn, France, and the new 
esuperor, he affiduonily Hudied their memorials* 
asa made anfwer to them before he fet out for . 
If oUand, where, on the tenth of April, five 
4iiye aftei; his arrival, being conduced. to a. 

public 
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public audience of^beir higb mightinefles» he 
made to them a very fpirited harangue^ which"* 
had the defired efttdl. 

'• This memorial was followed by another^ of 
the eighteenth of Auguft, in which the pref- 
fing inftanccs of the queen of Hungary, for 
abidance from his Britannic majeftyy againft a • 
powerful French army," were laid down, and 
the pitiful artifices of the French detefted. 
To mention every tranfadlion of this unequalled 
fktefman, would fwell this article beyond the 
extent of fo fmall a volume ; fuffice it then to 
fay, that the earl of Stair at length brought 
about a general pacification with the afore- 
mentioned nations, and feemingly .to the fa- 
tisfadion of ail the parties concerned ^ but 
not till after the famous battle of Dettingen, 
where he, for the lafl time, didinguifhed hira- 
felf, in concert with king George II. as a ge« 
neral of undaunted bravery and intrepidity, 
added to the mo{( confummate wifdom; tO' 
whoie generalfliip and accompliihmc nts in the 
art military^ the Engliih nation owes the glory 
of that day. Soon after this adlion he pe- 
titioned to refign, which being granted him, 
he again returned to the pleafutes of a country 
Ijfe ; but, ever ready to ferve his king and 
country; upon the breaking out of the late re- 
bellion he repaired to court, and offered his 
fervice to fupprefs it, which was gladly a« 
cepted, and he accompanied -the duke 
Cumberland to Edinburgh, driving the pi 
tender and his rabble army before them. / 



ler the fnpprcfljon of thkin£it7eiiioo,.k<Q Qon^ 
tinned at court tiH dtfc winter of year 174#> 
when he repaired to Scodand» finding hiinfelf 
in a langttifhsng coodkion> a«(i undc f^r'bufi? 
aefs. By the help of hh phyficiaos Jie wai 
prefeff ed till aboat ten at Bight of the ferenth 
of May, 1747 » wben he breathed out a lifv 
rpent in as emiaeot feririces fof his couatry^ 
«8 ever was that of a fubjoA, 

Tbxtt filed fieidvmaiilial }oha eai"! of Starr> 
who was a nofaieinaii of the rareft ahilitie9» 
equally fitted' foi: the camp or the court; and 
'how hard IS it to fay in whix;h he excelled } 
A man of the fbideft honour and veracity ; 
great without piide, beautiful without vanity, 
juil withoux rigour, wife without arrogancCt 
bountiful without oflentation ; fupporting the 
higheft of dignity with a decency, humanity, 
and moderation, only to be found among the 
great, being poffefTed of every talent that 
could make a man great in himfelf, ferviceabic 
to his king, or an ornament to his country. 

The earl of Stair was a man about fix feet 

high, exceeding ftrait and genteel in his body, 

which inclined.to an agreeable, llendernefs; he 

was, perhaps, one of the handfomell men of 

his time, and remarkable, among the nobility, 

for his graceriil mien and majeftic appearance ; 

his complexion was fair, but rather comely 

''an delicate ; his forehead was large and 

iceful, his nofe was ftrait, and exquifitely 

)portioned to his face ; his eyes were exadly 

ted to his features> being of a blue colour^ 

Vol. XIL F and 
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atid full of fweeiAiefs; his chedcs and clus 
^ery way delig4itful» #hile-the other parts o£ 
his body were (b £tly united, that one could 
not bat admire and love him the moment he 
appeared; for his amiable countenance, ia 
which there was imprinted a naturalTmile^ 
could n6t fail to infpjire the ipedators with a 
ly^rmth of afie£tion not to be accounted for : - 
thefe endowments of body were but indiab> 
tions of the beauties of the nobler part, and 
which, as he po^Te&d them both in thev 
higheft perfection, it is imagbed, that all 
true lovers of liberty will imitate the fteps of 
iiim, « who was the darling of his conntiy* 
and whom human nature may ever boaft o^. 
for having produced fo^reat a ibn« 
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HENRY FIELDING was born at 
flbarpham-parky in Somerfetfiiire, near 
Glaftonbary, on tlie twcnty>fecond of April, ^ 

^707- 

His father* Edmund Fielding, ferved in the 

-VfATs ander the doke of Mariborough» and 

arrived to the rank of lieutenant-general, at 

the latter end of George L or the beginning 

4d£ George II. His mothec was the daughter 

of judge Gold, the grandfather of the prefent 

Sir Henry Gold, one of the barons of the £x- 

cheqttcr. 

Bv thefe his parents be had four fiftersy Ca« 

tbarine, Urfala» Sarah, and Beatrice ; and one 

brother^ Edmund^ who was an officer in the 

marine fcrvice. Sarah Fielding, his third 

lifter, is well known to the literary world by 

many elegant performances. 

Our author'^s mother having paid her debt 

aature, lieutenant-general Fielding married 

econd time, and the ifCie of that marriage 

s fix fons, George, James, Charles, John^ 

Uiiam, and Baul ; all dead except John, 

is at preftat in the commiffion of the 

F 2 ' ** {»eaoi 
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Eeace for Middlefex, Surry, Eflex, and the li- 
erties of Weftminfter. 
Henry Fielding received the firft rudiment* 
of his education at home, under the care of 
the reverend Mr. Oliver, of \^hom he has 
given a very humorous and driking portrait in 
Jofeph Andrews^ an4er the n^Lxan q( paffon 
TruUiber. " " / 

From Mr. Oliver's care he was removed to 
Eton fchool, wherp h^h^cdme acquainted with 
lord Lyttleton, Mr. Fox, Mr. Piti, Sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams, the late Mr. Winnington, 
ice. When h% left this great feminary, he was 
faid to be.uncommQDly verfed in the Greek 
and Latin claflics ; for both which he ever re- 
tained a ftrong admiration. 

From Eton he vyas fent to teyden, and 
there he ftudied the civilians for about two 
years; but remittances failing, at the age of 
twenty, or thereabout, he returned from Ley- 
den to London ; where, though under age, hi? 
found himfelf .hjs pwn matter ;. from whict 
fource flowed all t^e inconveni^ncies that atr* 
tended him throughouc the remainder of his 
life, The brilH?incy of h^s wit, the Vivacity 
of his humour, and his highrelifh of fociaj 
enjoyment, foon brought him intprequefl witii 
the men of tafte and^ literature, and with the 
voluptuous of all ranks. His finances wqj^, hjp^ 
equal to the frequent draughts made upon niqi. 
by the extravagance v^ich natuj-ally followed^ 
Ht was allowed, indeed/'twQ hundf^ pounds 
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^ year by his father ; but, as he himfelf u(e4 
to fay, any body might pay it that would. , 

The fad was, general Fielding having mar* 
ried again foon auer the death of our author's 
mother, had fo large an iacreafe of family, and 
that too fo quick, that he could not fpare any 
confiderable diiburiements for the maintainance 
of 1ms cldeft fon. Of this truth Henry Field- 
ing was fenfible ; and he was thierefore, ia 
whatever diiHcultie« he might be invotvedi 
never wanting iii filial piety ; which, his near- 
ed relations agree, was a ihining part of his 
Charader. 

Difappointme'ntf, irtdeed, were obferved t^ 
provoke 'him* into occafional peevi(hnefs, and 
Severity of animadverfion ; but his genera) 
temper was remarkably gay, and| for the mo^ 
a>art, dverflowing intowit, mirth and good*- 
humour. 

As he difiiained all littlenefs of fpirit, where - 
ever he met with it in his dealings with th^ 
' «vorId, his Indignation was apt to rife ; and» 
as he was of a penetrating diice^ment, he 
could always deVelope feliifh'nefsy miflruH, pridcb 
avarice, interefled fiiendfhip, the ungenerous, 
and the unfeeling temper, however plaufibl^ 
udifguifed ; and, as he could read them to the 
bottom, fo he could like wife aiTault them wit^ 
the keened ibx>kes of fpirited and manly fatire. 
Difagreeable impre£ions never continued long 
upon his mind ; his imagination was fond pf 
feizing every gay profpe^ ; and> in his word 

F 3 adveriitieif 
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zdvcrfiileSf filled him with faneuine hopes of 
a better fituation. To obtain this, he flattered / 
hiqifelf that he (hould find his refources in hfs 
wit and invention ; and accordingly he com- ' 
'menced a writer for the ftage in the year 1727, ' 
being then abcnt twenty years of age. 

His firil dramatic piece foon after adventtired 
into the world, and was called Love in Several ' 
Mafques. It immediately fucceeded the Pro- 
voked Hufband, a play, which, for the conti- 
noedTpace of twenty- eight nights, received as ' 
great and as juft applaufes as ever were be- 
§owed on the EngKih lUge. Notwithftanding * 
thefe obHacles, Fielding's play was favourabi/ 
iccctved. * 

His iccond play, the Temple Beau, ap- 
peared the year after. From the year 1727 to 
the end of 1736, ahnoft all his plays and 
iaices were written, not above two or three 
having appeared fince that time ; (b that h« • 
produced about eighteen theatrical perform- 
ances, plays and ^rces included^ before he 
was quits thirty years old. 

Though in the plan of his pieces he is not 
always regular, yet he is often happy in his 
didlion and ftile ; and, in every groupe that 
he has exhibited, there are lo be feen particu- 
lar delineations that will amply reeompenfe the 
attention bellowed upon them. The comedy 
of the Mifer, which he has moftly taken from- 
Moiiere, has maintained its ground upon the 
ftage ever fince it was firft performed ; and has 
the value of a copy ^om a great paixrter by aa 
eminent hand. 



^ 
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^ If the comedy of Paiqoin was reftored to the 
Sage> it would perhaps be a favooiite enter- 
taioBicnt with our aodiencesk It is iatd« that 
the wit and humour of our modern Arifto* 
fhanes, Mr. Fielding, whole quarry in (bme 
Bt his pieces, particularly the Hiftorical Re* 
gifter, was higher game than in prodepce he 
Aottld have chofen, were pnoctpaliBftrtiments 
that occafioned the law which CubjefWd ail new 
jtteces to tbeinfpedion of the licenfer. 

His ^rces were almoft all of them very fuc* 
cefsfbl ; and many of them are iUll aded every 
winter with approbation. They were generally 
the produdian of two or three mornings. Tho 
XtOttcry, the Intriguing Chambermaid, and the 
Virgin Unmaikedy^ beiides the real entertain- 
ment' they afford, had>. aa- thtir firfl appear-^ 
aiice» this additional merit, that they ferred to 
aaake diicoveries of that true comic geoias 
which was then daweing forth in. that celebrated 
a^reis Mrs. Clive. 

. So early as when he was at Leyden^ Mr. 
Fielding made foo^e efforts towards a comedyt 
ill the iketch of Don Quixote in England » 
When he left that pla^e, and fettled in Ll>n«r 
don, a variety of fihera£lers attraded his no« 
ti€e» andof courfe ferved to (treng(hen his fa- 
%S0ttrite inclination ^ the inconfiilencies that Row 
ficm vanity, from aifedation, from hypocrify^ 
' am. pretended friendihip, aud, in (hort, all 
1 diilbnant qualities which are often whimij*- 
ly blended together by the follies, of mcn^. 

F 4 could 



it)4 BRirrsfi fLuTAsrcH; 

cootd not fail to ftiike a ptribn* who iiad ib'in^ 
afenie of ridicitle; a»d» accoorctin^ly, wt&ni 
that be nem feems fo happy; as w belt lie t* 
<kvel6piBg a charader made up of modey anVl 
f cpognan t properties . 

To iearcA out abd defcribe ob^^b of tbffa 
kind, feems to have been the faveurite bent of 
lii) mini ; and, frosi his happy defcription of 
liieiAantitrs^ he mayju^y be 'pronoffaced «H 
admirable comiC getailds in the largefl accept 
tfttiofK of the phrafey implyiflg h)iiivcii4>a3 and 
piea^i^t imitation of men afvd manners, wli^ 
ther in the way of fabulous naxratioa, or of 
dratnati9 compofttlon. : 

In the former fpecie^ df wrising liajr die txi 
eeilenc^ of Mr. Fieldint : in d^^MiaJti^ imitiyc^ 
lion he niuA bia allMved to .fsH' ihefrc «of dm 
fttfit m^m irt f hat «in. Whal the ih^nio«a 
Mk Hurd obferveis of Se.n. Johnftn^ m^'b^ 
Juftly applied to Fidding ; 

*^ HiftMfc ftr tidienle was (Ifons^, bittln- 
ielicate, which miade him not over cations id 
the choide of his topics. His ftyle in pi6lnPiDg^ 
his char^iflers, thQu^gh malt^rlyv was wkhoat 
that elegance of han^rvM^it regained t6^ 
totreO. and allay the force of fo bold k colour* 
ing. Thus the byafs of his natat-e leaning him/ 
to Plantar, rather than Terence, for his fhio^ 
del, it is not to foe wondered* that his wtt it^ 
too frequeD(]y cauftic>. his raillery cowrie, and 
kis humour exce£v^.'' 

Thi* 
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This want of refinement feems tdhavc been 
principally owing to the woundings which 
every frefh difappointment gave Fielding, be- 
fore he was yet well difciplined in the Ichool 
of life ; and,' perhbps too, the afperity of his 
/nufe was not a little encouraged by the .prac- 
tice of two- great wits, who had fallen into the 
fome vein before him ; I mean Wycherley and 
Congreve, who were not fond of copying the 
amiable part of human life. 

In his ftyle, Mr. Fielding derived an erroi* 
from the fame fource ; he ibmetinies forgot 
that liamour and ridicule were the two princi- 
pal ingredients of comedy ; and, like Con- 
greve, he frequently aimed at decotations of 
wit, which do not appear to make any part of 
the ground, but feem rather to be embroidered 
Opon it. 

There is another circumftance refpe£\ing the 
dramsy in which Fielding's judgment feems t6 
have failed him : the ft'rength of his genius 
certainly lay in fabulous narration, and he did 
not fofficiently confider, that fome incidents ot" 
a ftory which, when related, may be worked 
np into a deal of pleafantry and humour, are 
apt, when thrown intg^^aiSliit.*to excite fenfa- 
tions incompatJW^with humour and ridicule. * 

To thefe caufes of his failure in the prol 
Vince of the drama, may be added that fove^ 
*eign contempt he always entertained for th6 

nderftandings of the generality of mankind, 

: was in vain to tell him, that a' particular 

;ne was dangerous on account of its coarfe^ 

F S nefs. 
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Defs, orbecaufe it retarded the general bufiotis 
with feeble ciForta^of wit; he doubted the di* 
icetnment of his auditors, and fo thought 
himfelf fecured by their ftupidity, if not by 
his own humour and vivacty. A very remark-^ 
able inftance of this dirppiltion appeared when 
the comedy of the Wedding Day was put inta 
lehrarfal. 

. An adlor, who was piincipaliy concerned la 
the piece, and, though young,, was then, h^ 
the advantage of happy re^iufites, an early fa* 
yourite of the public,, told Mr. Fielding, he 
was appreheniive, that the andience would 
make free with him in a particular pafl^ge ; 
adding, that a repulfe might fo flurry his (pi- 
nts as to difconcert him for the reft of the 
night, and therefore begged that it might be 

omitted. " No, d mn 'cm," replied |h^ 

Jbard, <* if the fcene ii not a good one, let 
them £nd that out.'^ 

Accordingly the play was brought on wiihr- 
•ut alteration; and, jufl as had been forefeeii, 
the difapprobation of the houfe was provoked 
at the paiiage before objeded to ; and the per* 
former, alarmed and uneafy at the hffles he had 
met with, retired into the Green-room, wherp 
the author was folacing himielf with a bottle 
of champaign. He had by this time drank 
pretty plentifully, and cocking his eye at the 
a£lor, while ftreams of toJb^cco trickled down 
irom the corner of his mouth, ** What's the 
matter, Garrick," fays he, ** what arc they 
kiffing naw-?'* •• Why, the fcene that I 

- begged 
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Bqgged' you to retrench ; I koew it would not 
do ; and they have fo frightened me, that I 
ihall not be able to collect myielf again the 
whole night J' " Oh L d -mn *cm/' replies 
the author, ** they have found it out, have^ 
they f ': 

• If we add to the foregoing. reinaTk»*an ob- 
fervatiop of his own ; namely, that he left off" 
waiting for the ftage, when he ought to have- 
begun ; and, together with this, con^der his? 
extreme, hurry and difpatch, we (hall be able 
fully to account for his^notibearing a moredi— 
itinguiihed place J a the rank of' dramatic 
Writers. 

It is apparent, that, in the frame and con«- 
fiitution of his genius there wa^s no defefV, boc- 
feme faculty Of other was fuiFered-io lie dor- 
mant, and the rei^, of courfe, were exerted. 
\^jth lefs efficacy: at one time we fee his- 
wit fupcrfediog all his other talents ; at anp* 
tber, his invention runs- riot, and multiplies 
incidents and chara£ters in^ a manner repugn 
liant to all the received laws of the drama«- 
Generally his judgment was very little Gon« 
fulted ; and, indeed, how could it be other- 
wifei When he had contracted tor bring on 
% play, or a farce, he would go home rathtr 
^ |ate from, a tavern, and would, the nc»t^ 
inorning, deliver a fcene to the players writ- 
ten upon the j^pers whidi wrapped up the t6«- 
biacco in which he fo much delighted. 

,. Though it was t)ie lot of Henry Fielding to *. 
write always with a view to profit, he derived 

£ 6 but 
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but feiall aids tow^ds bis rab!iftfen<!e fttm ^& ' 
iriafurcr of the play-hoofe* One of hU farces 
he has printed as it was damh^d at the theatre 
Toyal in l!)n}fy-]aihe ; and th&t lie mig^t be* 
m^ore geaerotts to his enemies thah they were 
'willing to be to hiniy he informs them, in the 
general pre&ce to his Mifcellanies, th&t, for" 
the Wedding Day, though a^ed fix nightSr 
his profits from the h^fe did not exceed fifty 
p6unds. 

' A fate not muth better atteiided him in hi» * 
earlier prodadions : bat the ieverity of the 
public, and the malice of hi^ enemies, met 
with anoble alleviation from the patronage of' 
the late diike of Richmond, John dake of 
Argyll, (the late duke of Roxborough, and 
many perfons of difliagaifhed rank and cha/** 
rkO-cr ; among whom may ht numbered the 
prefent lord Lyttleton, whofe friendfiiip uy 
our author foftened the rigour of his misfor- 
tunes while he Hved, and exertedjtfelftowarda 
iiis memory when he was no more, by taking 
Bains to clear up imputations of a particular 
Kind, which had been thrown •ut againft hir 
character. 

Mr. Fielding had not been long a vt^riter for 
the fiage, when he married mifs Craddock, » 
Ibeauty from Salifbury. About that time hi^ 
mother dying, a moderate eftate, at Stower, 
in Dorfetfliire, devolved to him. To thait 
place he retired with his wife, on whom he 
' doated, with a refolution to bid adieu to all 
the foUicft and inttmpeiaaces of a. toirn life. 

- ^ But 
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Bat, utifbnunateljr, a kind ' of faftiily * pride * 
h^re gained an afcendant over him, and he 
bfegan immediately to vie in fplehdor with the ' 
reighbonring country fqoires. With an eftate" 
not much above two hundred pounds a year,' 
and his wife's fortune, which did not exceed 
fifteen hundred pounds, he encumbered him - 
felf with a large retinue of fervants, all clad 
irt coftly yellow liVeries. For their mailer's 
honour, thefe people could not defccnd fo 
low, as to be cardul in their- apparel, but in 
a month or two were unfit to be feen ; tlvc 
(quire's dignity required that they fhould be 
new equipped ; and his chief, pleafurc con- 
ilfted m fociety and convivial mirth, hofpi- 
tftKty threw open his doors, and in lefs than 
"AtTtt years, entertainments, hounds, and' 
BoHes, entirely devoured a little patrimony,- 
)|(p|iich, had it been managed with ceconomy, 
itaight have fecured to him a ftate of inde- 
penden<ie for thrf reft of his Kfe. Scnfible of 
tbe disagreeable fituation he had now reduced 
Mfflfelf to, he immediately determined to ex- 
ert his beft endeavours to recover, what hd 
had wantonly thrown away, a decent compe* 
tence ; and being then about thirty years of 
Age, he betool^ fiinifelf to the ftudy of the law.' 
Tnic friend ftiips he met with from fome, who 
have fined rifen to be the firft ornaments of the 
law, will' ever do honour to his memory. Hii 
^plitation, while he was a ftudent in th6 
Temple, w^ remarkably intenfe : . he h:^ 
been fre^ocntly known^ by hi« intimates, to 

jctire 
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retire late at night from a tavern to his chanp^ 
bersy and there read, and make extra^s frooi 
the moil abftrufe authors, for feveral hours - 
before be wens to bed. After, the cuilomaryc 
time of probation at the Temple, he wa«. 
called to the bar. He attended with ziM ui ty » . 
bothin.t^rm-time and on the Wellern circuit, 
as long as his health permitted ; but the gouc 
fix)n rendered it impoffible for him to be . as . 
conflantat the bar, as the laborioufiiefs of bis . 
profeilion reqoired: he could- only now follo.w 
the law by uiatches,^ at fuch intervals as were . 
free from indifpofition ;. which could not but. 
be a difpiriting circuQifbuice, as he faw himfelf 
at once difabled from ever' rifing to- the emi^- 
nence he aCpired to. However, under the f^. 
verities of pain and want, he iHll purfued his, 
refearches. with an eagerneis of curio£ty pecu<*- 
liar to him;, and,, though it is wittily re-- 
marked .by Wycherly, that Apollo and Lyttlp- 
ton feldom meet in the fame brain,. yet Mr.. 
Eielding is allbwed.to have acquired.a refpe^*. 
able (hare of jurifprudeace, and in ibme par- 
ticiular 'branches he is faid. to have rifen to a. 
great degree of eminence, mote efpecially iiv 
crown law, as may be judged from bis leavi^ 
two volumes in tolio on that fubjeft. This 
work remains HilLunpubliihed, in the hands 
cf his brother, fir John Fielding j, and. it is 
deemed perfedl in fome parts. It will ferva 
to g^e us aa idea of the great force and vi- 
|;ourof his mind,, if we confider him purfa* 
ing Co arduous a^udy under the exigencies o{ 

faiaili 
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family difkrcCs, with a wife and children^ 
whom he tenderly loved, looking up to him 
for fubfiftence, with a body lacerated by the 
acuted pains, and with a mind diilraded with, 
a thousand avocations, and obliged, for im- 
mediate fupply, to produce^ almoil extempore^. 
8 pla/j a farce,, a pamphlet, or a news- 
paper. 

A large number of fugitive political trails,, 
which had their value when the incidents were 
adlually pacing cm the great (bene of bufinefs, 
came from his pen : the periodical paper». 
called the Champion, owed its chief fupport 
to his abilitfcs ; and though his eflays in that 
Golle6Hon c^not now he afcertained, yet the 
reputation ariiing to him,, at. the time of pub- 
lication, was not inconfiderable. 

In the progrefs of Henry. Fielding's talents* 
there feem to have been three remarkable pe«« 
riods; one, when his genius broke, forth at 
once, with an effulgence fuperioK to all the 
ta,ys of light it had before emitted,, like the 
fiin in his morning glory ;, the iecond, when 
It was difplayed with colle^ed force, and a 
ftfjnefii o(perfedibion, like the fun in meridian 
jxiajefty ; and.the third, when the fame genius, 
grown, more cool and temperate, fUll con* 
tinned to cheer apd enliven, hut fliewed at 
the iame time that it was tending to its de* 
dine, like the fun, abating from his ardor, 
but dill gilding the weilern hemifphere. 

To thefe three epochas of our author's ge- 
nius, theitis an exa^ correfpondency, in hit 

Jofeph 
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Jofeph Andrews, Tom Jones, and AmelTa. 
it will not be improper here to me-tion, that 
the reverend Mr. Young, a learned avA much 
efleemed friend of Mr. Fielding's, fat forpar- 
fbn Adams. Mr. Young was remarkable for 
his intimate acquaintance with the Greek au- 
thors, and had as pnffionate' a venetation for 
^fchylus as pr.rfon Adams ; the overflowing* 
of his benevoltnce were as ilrong, and his fits 
of reverie were as frequent, and occurred, 
foo, upon the moft interefting occafions. Of 
this laft obfervation a iingutar inftance is given, 
by a gentleman who ferved, di*rjng the. laft 
war, in Flanders, in the vpry fame regiment 
to which Mr. Young was chaplain : on a fine 
fummer's evening, he thought proper to in- 
dulge him fel fin hi? love of a folitary walk; 
«nd accordingly he fallie'd forth from his tent ; 
die" beauties of the hemifphere, and the land- 
/Iclp round him, prefled warmly on Ms ima- 
gination; his heart overflowed with benevo- 
lence tp all God's creature?, and gratitude to 
the Supreme Dlfpenfer of that emanation of 
glory which covered the face of things. It is 
very poflible that a paflarge in his dearly- be- 
loved ./Efchylus occurred to his memory on 
this occafion, and fedurcd his thoughts into 
a profound meditation. . Whatever was the 
objeft of his refledlions, certain it is, that 
ibmething did powerfully felze his ima-gina- 
tion,. fo as to preclude all attention to things 
that lay immediately "before him j.atid, iti th^t 
deep fit of abfeacc, Mr, Yootrg proceeded oifi 

his 
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ii^mogy,^ till: he wrived, very quietly and 
' calmly,' in the Qivemy's camp, where he was^ 
wtk dtfficul^t brott^ht to a reqolledlion of 
lumlelf, by-tli« fepeuckm of'' Qui va la,'' 
from^the ^Idkrs lipbn duty. The officer who 
Comiaan^ied, Jinditig that he had firayed thithef 
in tke Imdefigning fimplicity of hii hearty 
and feeing an innate^oodniefs ia his prifoner,. 
which- coaimiiidlsd hi$ xe(jp^€t, very politely 
gaVe him leave to pi^rfue hia cotitefiiplationft 
itomb xgein. .. 

i Soon after th^ publication of Jofeph An- 

dr*wB, Fieidifrg's laft comedy, the Wedding 

Da^v wis exbifaivted en ,tb^ li^f : and, as Wf 

Jb4ve already oblefv.ed» it was attended wit^ 

9B indifferent (hftfe of fi^<)Efs> The law^ 

frojh'sbit Hme^ had its hjot and cold fits wit|i 

IttlB;, Thse repeated ftocliis of illnefs dilrabk4 

Mm from being ds ailidttous an attendant at 

ihe bai-y as his own inclination, and pati-^ 

cnce of the moft laborious application, woui4 

^dierwife ' have m^e hiin^ Befides the de- 

ibsmds for expence, which his. veletudinariaii 

Iwbit of body toililantly made ttpon him^ he 

kadT likttwiie a family ti> maiif t&in ; frcm bdi<Y 

nt^ he derived little or no fupplies y and hlsb 

pi-^pedife, therefore, grew every day mor« 

flo^^y and melancholy. To tbefe difiou^ 

i^tng tircumfbinces, if we ddd th'e infirmityv 

of his wife, whom he loved tenderly,, and tho 

ilgoAies b^ felt on lier account, -the meafuxes* 

df his alSidtions will be well nigh full. To 

lee h^r daily langQiAiing and wearing aw^ay 

before* 
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before h» eye$, wa« too tnach for a laiir ^f 
his ftronf fenfations; tkeibrdtude of nandv 
with which he met 2^1 the other calamities oT 
life, cleferteil htm on this aaoft trying occa- 
fion ; and her death, which happened about 
this time, brooeht oa fuch a veiiemeace of 
'grief, that his friends began to think him ia. 
danger of loiing his reafbn. >^ 

When the liril emotio&s of ht» foirow were 
abated, he began again to draggle with- hia 
fortune. He engaged in two periodical pa*- 
pers fttcceffively. The firft of tbeie warxaUed 
The Trae Patriot, which was fet oa foot do^ 
Hng the late rebellion, and was conducive to- 
the excitement of loydty, and a love for the 
coniliHitions in 'the brtaft of his conatryincii* 
The Jacobite Joarnai was calculated to di&re^ 
dit the ihattered remains- of an laifocceftfal 
party ; and, by a welUapplted raillei^ and rs« 
dicuiei to bring the fentiaents of tlio.difa£e6i(d 
into contempt. 

- By this time Fielding had attained the ag<» 
of forty*' three ; and, being inceilantlyparfa^ 
by reiterated attacks of the gout, he waa 
wholly rendered inc^able of purfiiing the ba* 
£ne(s of a barrifkr any longer. He was: 
obliged therefore to accept the office of an a^*- * 
ing magidvace in the commiiHoa of/ the peace 
ht Middlelex, with a yearly penfion out of the 
public* fenvice mQfie)t. 

That he was not inattdtttivie to the calls o£ 
hi»duty, is evident from the. many tra^s 
pufolifhed idating to ieveral o£ the pen4 lav 

a*!' 
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and to tiie rices and mal-pradUces which thoffer 
laws were inteiKted to reilraio ; paniciilarly h 
Charge to the Grand-Juiy, delivered at Weft- 
ntufter, on the twenty-niadi of June, 1749; 
the Enqoiiy into the Caoies of the Increafe of 
Robberies ; and A Propofal for the Muintain* 
ance of the Poor. 

Amidft tkefe fevere 'exercifes of his ander« 
ftanding» and all the labdrtons dutie^of his of« 
fice, his invention could not lie ftiil ; bat he 
foond leiitiie to aomfe himfelf, and a^erwardt 
the worlds with The Hiftory of Toin Jones* 
And now we are arrived at the fecond grand 
epoch of Mr. Fielding's genins, when all his 
facalties were in perfed oniibn, and confpired 
to produce a complete work^ eminent in all 
the great ei&nttsds of compofition;. in fable* 
chara^r, fentiment* and eloccrtion; and> at 
thefe conid not be all united in I& high an af* 
femblage* withoot a rich invention, a -fine 
imagination, an enlightened judgment, and a 
iively wit, we may uirly here decide his cha« 
raider, and pronounce him, the Englifh Cer- 
vantes. 

It may be^ added» that, in- many parts of 
Tom jones> we find' he pofleifed the fofter 
graces of chara^ler painting, and of defcrip- 
tioo ; many iitaattons^and fentiments are 
touched with a delfcate band, and throughout 
•the work he feems to feel as much delight ia 
defcribing the amiable part of human naturev 
<ts ia early days he had in exaggerating the 
ibong and har£b features of turpitude and dt^ 

fbrmtty. 
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fprmity. This circumdance breathes an aif of 
philanthropy through his work. 

Thus have we traced oar author in his, pro-* 
grefs to the time when the yigoai: of his mind 
l^as in its full growth of perfection ; from this 
period it funk, but by How decrees, into k de^ 
dine. Amelia, which fucceeded Tom Jones* 
in about fotir years, has indeeed the marks of 
|enius, but of a genius be^nning to fall inct^ 
jts decay. Amelia is the Odyffey, the moral'i 
and pathetic work of Henry Fielding. 

while he was planning and executing this 
piece, it fiioutd be remembered^ ^at he waa 
^iftrd6ted by that multiplicity of avocaticni 
IvhicK furround a public magifirate ; smd hu 
confbitution, now greatly impaired-afid enfee* 
bfed, was labottfing under the attacks of thf 
gout, which were of. conrfe feverei: than even 
EpWever, the s^i^ivity of his mind was not to 
t>e (ubdi!ted : one literary purfujit was bo ibofiet 
over than frefh game arofe. A periodical pa- 
per, under the title of The Co vent Garden. 
Journal, by Sir Alexander D'rawcanfiir» knight^ 
and Cenfbr-general of Great-Britain, was iodr 
■inediately fee on ibou ' Jt "was pubtii^ted twice 
in every week, viz. on Tuefday and Saturday, 
smdcondjiced fo much to the entertainment of 
the public, that it was felt with ^ general re- 

fret, that the author's health did not enable 
im to perfifl in the undertaking any loa^ 
ger. • , 

Soon after this work was dropped, by th^ 
adyice of ^phyficiana Mr. Fielding fct out fmr 

Lilbon« 
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lifbon. The'laft gleams of his wit and ha- 
siour fparkled in the account he left behim} 
liim of his Voyage to that place. In this his 
laft iketch, he puts us in mind of a perfbn, un- 
der fentence of death, jefling on the fcaffbld; 
for bis ilrength was now quite exhaufted ; 
andy in about two month's after his arrival at 
Lfifbon, he yielded his laft breath, in th^ 
year 1754, and in the forty-eighth year of his 

age- . . . * . . 

; He left behind him (for he married a fe- 

cond time) a wife aad four childreni thre<; 

4>f which are flill living, and are now training 

up, in a handfome cossrfe of education, under 

the care of their uncle,- with the aid of a very 

generous donation, given annually by Ralph 

Allen, cfq. for that purpofe. An inftance of 

.humanity, which the reader d^d not want tq 

learn of him, whofe life is a conftant cfrufioij 

of munificence ;■ but for the fake of a writer, 

wheie works have a^orded fuch exquiiite en* 

tertainment, he will be glad to know, tliatthe 

jgenerous patron of the father, is now the ten? 

4ter -guardian of his orphans. 

- Thus was clofed a courfe of difappointm^nt^ 

-diftrefs, vexation, infirmity, and ftudy 5 for 

with each of thefe his life Avas varioufly chec* 

.jquered ; and, perhaps, in ftronger proportions 

than has been the lot of many. 

We have feen how Mr. Fielding very foon 

iguandered away his fmall patrimony, which, 

jl/itE GBConomy, might have procured him in« 

dependence j we have feen how far he ruined, 

into 
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into tiie bargain, a conftitution which, in ft» 
original texture, ieemed forined to laft muck 
longer. AVhen indigence and illnefs were once 
let m opon him, he no longer remained mafter 
of his own nftions, and that once delicacy of 
conduct,- which alone conftitates and prefervea 
a character, was obliged to gty« way. 

When he was net under the immediate -or** 
gency of want, they wh^ were iqlimate witk 
Dim, are ready to aver> that he had a mind 
greatly fapefior to iny thing mean or little ; 
when hi» finances were exhaufted, he was not 
the raoft elegant in hisxhoice of the means xm 
redrefs himielf ; and he would inflantly exhi- 
bit a farce, or a j>appet-ihew, in the Hay* 
market theatre; which was whollv inconTiftent 
with the profeiHon he had embarked In. But 
his intimates can witnefs how much his pride 
fufFered when'he was forced into xneafures of 
this kind.; no man having a j after fenfe of 
propriety, or more honoarable ideas of theem^ 
ployment of an au^or and a fcholar. 

Henry Yielding was in flature rather rifing 
above fix feet ;'his frame of body large, and 
remarkably robuft, till the gout had brd^C the 
vigour of his confliiution. 
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The life of 



Robert Walpole^ 



THE right honourable Sir Robert Wal- 
pole was born at Houghton, on the fixtli 
of September, 1674. He was educated on 
the foundation at Eton fchool; from thence 
elected to King'« College in Cambridge ; and 
there admitted, on the twelfth of April, in 
^e place of Horfmoaden Cannon, 1681 ; 
but, by the death of his brother, becoming 
intitled to the eftate, which was inconftftent 
with the tenure of his fellowihip, he refigned 
the fame. 

He rebuilt, in the moil magnificent manneri 
^e antient feat of his family, Houghton. 

He was firft eleded to parliament, at King's 
Xynn> in the year 1700, and wasreturned for 
that borough, in mofc of the parfiaments while 
he continued a commoner, except daring the 
interval of one feilions, in 17 11; when his 
extraordinary weight and intereft in the com-* 
monSf in oppofing the pernicious meafures 
4hen carried on, rendered it highly necefiary 
for tho(e» who were refolved to gain their 
j>oint, to get him out of the houle ; which 
iivas accordingly done, and he was committed 
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'to the Tower, where he continued during the 
remainder of that feffions. However, he was 
chofen agairi for the fame place/ even during 
his confinen^ent ; and none of the threats 
which were fent down could either det^r, or 
hayeihe ieaft infl^ence,^ up<m t^at fy^iy'cpr^ 
poration/br'caufe thein tcT fWerve from ^hc 
£xed opinion they had long entertained of his 
ejninent (ier,vices ^nd fl rid. adherence to the 
interefts of his country. 

In June, 1705, he was nominated, among 
<)thers, to be one of the cptnicil to his royal 
highnefs prince George of Denmark, lord»> 
high admiral of England, in the affairs of the 
Admiralty, , 

In 1707, he \yas conftituted fecretary ef 
y/ar ; and treafurer jbf the Navy, in January^ 

i70Q. 

Upon Dr/SacheverePs impeachment he was 
chofen one of the managers of the Houfe of 
Commons to make* good the articles againft 
him'; and the managers had the thanks of the 
Jioufe of Commons for their fervices. 

On the change of the miniftry, which hap- 
pened in Auguft, 1710, he was removed 
from all his t>ofts,'xind held no place after- 
warcjs during the remaining part of the qtieeii^ 
reign, 

Bujt his known abilities, and bis remark- 
able zeal for the fucceflion of the houfe of 
Hanover, which he had fo Warmly and foc- 
cefsfully aflerted, brought him into the fervicc 
f)£ his country again, (obn after king George 

tha 
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the Firft's acoefEon to the throne ; and ^c- 
cordiagly he wns made paymafter to the 
gaards and ganifdna at. home, and to the 
forces abroad, September 23, 17 14, five days, 
after the king's landing. And a' new privy 
council being appointed to mc^t on the firft of 
Oftofber, 1715, he was f^orn thereof, and' 
took his place accordingly. On the tenth day 
*f the fame month he was conftituted firft lord 
commrffioner' of the treafury, and chancellor 
of the ' exchequer ; and the fame year chofaii 
chairman to the committee of :fecrecy, ap^. 
pointed by the houfe of Commons, to enquire 
liita the conda^l of thofe evil minifters, That 
brought a reproach on the nation, by the un- 
Asitkble conciufion of a war^ which was cur- 
ried on at fo vaft an expence; and attended 
with fuch unparalleled ft^cceiles. 

. On the tenth of. April, 17 17, he ^ol«n-< 
tarily refigned both his iigh polls, of £rll 
lord commiilioner of the tre&fury, and chaa* 
cellor of the exchequer. 

On the fourth of Jone, 1720, he was oncp 

snore made paymader general of all his mS* 

je%'s forces ; and^' on the fourth of May, firft 

l^fd ^cominifiloner of the. treaiury, and-chan-* 

ceJlor.of the exche(^uer. His majelly declaring 

ta hi& fAvIiament, oh the twenty- fixth .of May, 

1723, that ibfiic«>Lttabrdinary aiTairs required 

his presence abroad for the fommer, he wa% 

>ieaiedto nomiimte him one of the lords juf^ 

icps for the adminrdration of the goirocnment i 

ad fk^wm^' by Jus^aJ6ft)L's cooim^^dy.fwoca 
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idle Secretary of i(atc» duHog the abfence^of 
the lord vifconat TowQAeBo* and the lord 
Carteret, fi^ho.Iccoltlpmued the kiog to Han* 
over. , : . 

His majefly conferred tile dignity of knigfat*. 
|iood of the nioft honourable order of the Bath^ 
upon him, on the twreaty Seventh of Mzjt 
1725, at the time, when ki$ royal higbneft 
prince William (now dnke ' of Cumberland )» 
and feveral lord a and pertos of difibdioo, 
were inveftod with the eniigns of that order. 
And on the fevcuth of JoDe, the fameyear* 
he declared him one of the lords juitices« fo9 
the adminiflration of affairs, during his ooa^ 
tinaance at HanoTer.' 

On the 26th of May^ 1726, he was eleAefl 
knight companion of the moft noble order of 
the Garter (with his grace the diske of Richi^ 
stood) and in^alled at Windfor on the fix- 
ceeftth of June following^ Hd refigned tbe 
red rabband of the order of the Bi^h^ in « 
chapter held the iixth of Jvme, t72S. 

Sir Robert Walpele married Cathen|)e» 
Aughttr of John Snorter, efq; (and of Elu^^ 
l»th his wife, dai^hter of (ir Exsi&ma PUIids, 
•f Pifioin^cafLie ia^ B^mbfokeibu'e,, bart«) ciy 
whom he had three fon^ viz« Robert, £<i«> 
wardy and . Horatte*. His. only . damghtec^ 
Mary, aianied to the lord viibcH^nr Aa^pafi^ 
hn and heir apparent to the xi^t honoma^te 
Gcor^ earl of CKolmondefey, .^^ ixf a coa-^ 
iunp^ion iiuFcttnice> m ty$uz ; but iier coiplb 
watbroi^tMei^ aodi^teied •« Ites^kCDtt* . 
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By teeters pAtent, btsring date the fSrft of 
}*nt^, 1723, Robert, his efdeft fon, uiid heif 
apparent, was treated a peer of Great Brifain» 
by flCe tiaiiie, ftyle, and title, of Barrott Wal- 
pole of Walpole in th* cdxxtitf of Norfofk. ^ 

TKe reatons whidi induced his tnajc&jr 
kJftj Georgfe I: to eonfet this dignity, ari 
riitis fet forth In the preamble to his patent, 
via. 

FORASMUCH a» <M •rfg«t-tr\3«y 'an<i ^ 
well-beloveil counfelloi: Robert Walpolc, on« 
of the lords comihiffioners of oirr tresifury, ind 
tMht^lorof our exchet}tf^r, has reeomniended 
himfclf to us, 6of*fatni!ly, ijnd his cOu'ntry> 
hf his great iberits and extraardin^ry ^ndow- 
m6MSt wt deeme'd it a^ duty lacnmbent apoa 
OS to call him op to the ratrk of Pe^r^gt, 

Bat is he was todtt SfnAitioas 6f taerifing 
Icofibfrrs, than acquiring ihem^ that his fa* 
flAily might, at les^ft, l)e tfnnr}bled,^^e'have 
reiblved t<^ eeihfer thcfe honoi^s' on th^ Ton* 
which were his father's due; and to ||nk: 
Kbbm Wafpole the yotin^ among pnr no* 
Mftty. ¥rcA which gentkoiart, Whatever is 
(MAt, et gk)i4o\ksr, may rbafonablj^ be «x-. 
fedM. He hrfs long ftnde fkc^it a Ve/y ripe 
genius to fiteriture, and thti fcfeti^^s. aild now 
refolves t« bnAg iAizlte^t h wbftny Ms ^o. 
lice from ^el^n countries. . . 

And as he ivis one at home^ ^h& will It 
ktv iHfhaab^ !h What^vei' tasty have efelipid 
Mt* (Afettati^ abroad, wc maka no 00 it: 4 

G 3 bt9t« 
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hvLty by . t{ie afliftance of fo able a gaide, "he 
vill delivec the dignity, derived from, his fa*> 
^her's ineru$, lenlar^ed to his po^rity* 
^, It is moreover our; pleafor^, that a youth 
x)f fuel) ej^traardinary hope^, HiOQld take hit 
pities from the place, ^ivheiKe the an ti^nt fa- 
mily of Walpole 4erived their jiame which 
iamily hath iloufiihed, in the county of Novn 
folk, ever fince the reign of Edward I. where 
it has been always held and efteemed among 
thftfe pf tl^e chif/eft Jao^. ' ; , 

* '^Ke arms of Walpalc, are, 
' I. Or, on a Fefs, between two Chevroni 
tSabre i three Crofs-Cr6flets of the Firft. 

II. Creft. On a Wreath, the Bull of a Ma« 
iide- faced, couped Proper ; with a long cap, . 
JGuIes, ^thereon a Catherine- Wheel. 

T^his crefl Iselohged to the. faniily of Rob« 

* , . fart, and. was given in honour of the me* 
' mory of Sir JohnRobfart, Knight of the 
^ Garter, fox his eminent fervices againft 
' ' the Saracens* . i- . 

in. Supporters. On the Dexter-Side^ an 
Antelope, and on theSinifter, a Back, both 
Argent, attired Proper, gorged with -Collars 4 , 
Checkie, Or* and A we^ «ach haying 4 
dtain thereto affixed ; vtheir.Hoofs gold, 

iV. Motto.,, Pari qnae fentiat. 

His lordihip, foon after his ret^^n to Eng. j 
.land, married . Margaref, .daughter -and folc | 
heir of Samuel R^le, of jHeantoOf in the 

/j count/ 
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cotinty of Devon, e%; on Thurfday tbe 
27th of March,. 1724. 

Sir Robert h'ad too mitiy places of honour 
and profit un3ef the governmenr, to efaij^ie 
the cenftrd -and calumny of 'the ambitious, 
fordid, or envioxis people abr.it the court j 
ho wonder, then, that he fell Jnto di (grace, 
and was accufcTd of Bribery, 5fc ' But, to iec 
this matter in a clear light, it will he necef- 
fery to confider the refolution which the houTc 
of Commons came to, and the crimes that Mr. 
Walpole is thereby charged with. The refo- 
kition was : 

' THAT Robert Walpole, efq; (a mcmbe^, 
ef this houfe) jn receiving the fam of five 
hundred guineas, and in taking a note f(5r 
Ive hundred pounds more, on account of two 
contra^s for forage of her majefty's troops 
quartered in North-Britain, made by himf 
when fccretary at war, purfoant to a power 
* grante^d him -by the fare- lord treafjrer, ii 
' guilty of a high breach of truft, and noto- 
W0U8 corruption. 






The crimes, thctr, are, a high breach of 
truft, and notorious corruption ; crimes, in- 
deed, of a very heinous nature, and either of 
them, we (hall always think, fuflicient to Tub- 
! . jeft any member to the juft refeniment and 
C I ciJnfure of parliament ;^ but, at the fame time, 
p wc cannot be of opinion, that any^man ought 
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to MFtr fox bmg l^tfcly charged with a crioM^ 
Hnlefs it be pro? ed upcm biin» either by pofiuvf 
evidence, or by fuch ciicttmilaiices as make 
the prefti0iptioB full ami deat againft him; 
much leffi can we conrent to ceofereor piinifl^ 
any mafi, when iQo0 ckcomftaaces concur, in 
his j\iili6cationj • where tho. prdiu^ption i| 
Wronger in. his favour th^n to his prejudice} 
and efpecially when; thftr^ is pp^tive evldeiic«^ 
upon oath to acquit, and not any diredi evi<P 
dence to conviO ; Which fecjus to. have beej% 
Mr. WaIpok'« cafe. . ' 

As to the firft article, of the breach of 
Irull, we mod pbferve, that, after Mj. Wajf 
pole had been heard in his place, and was 
withdrawja^, ih<re was n^onc izitodber io tho 
hovfe that did in the lea0 tnfift oa that.hf^d^ 
4II that fpoke were either filent Mpon it, qi> 
did even admit« that he bad cleared himielf o£ 
s\\ impptation upon thaticjt^e; fo tha(» ia<^ 
deed, we can no ^yays account how that caa|j% 
to be part of tho cenfure ; but that hehofi 
n^ade p^rt of the pocket- qiieiliaP» agreed upoii 
the night before, not one wor4 of it was 10 bo 
altered, let the evidence uj^fi hearipg^ l)% 
what it would. 

To reoiove a^l fuCpicion of Mr. Wa}(^}eV 
hftv-ing any profpedt qf advantage, to hio^fi^l^ 
or any body elfe, in making the ccnua^l* h^ 
proved, £iil, That n wa3 npt in his power, .a% 
not being the oply perfon ein ployed or intruftc<| 
by the governff^enc to ^ake the contrail 
^{^dg^ &^^,d*. That tJM^ QQiurai^ were mado 

, ' agon 
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ppOB the Jowefl and mofi ftdvAnugeoos terms 
that could poBhly J»e h^ ibs rae goverii- 
meftt. 

Upon tb« march 4^£ the Engtifli dragoovA 
ieto Scotiaad, which, by the lawt of Scot*- 
J and, eou£d aot be qiMrtcred in that paft of 
the kingdom^ according to the method pres- 
icrib&dSy. the bws of ^igiand, thednke of 
Qiieen (berry, tiwieaarb of Mar^ Loudon^ and 
^eafteldv 'aad Oiher Scott lords, that were pf 
the qoe«n'i .moSk honourable privy council 
were ordered to meet and coofider of the mok 
pfoper methods e^ providing forage for the 
tr^eops in Noith Bntaia ; who rummoned Uf^ 
tkmt a£ftaace a,ll the Seats officers of dragooni 
•thai \«c0e 'tfaeaiai London, and did givc> their 
a|da»Ris<ta.hcB a;^lly» that the mck pmper 
eini ptaWeafahi metiiod of pfoytdiog f^ragc^ 
miaa to anke contyaAs widi confluiTayie^ oif 
ferago, as has been ulaally pra^ti&d in Sco&- 
laad ; and iccosomcaded fir Samuel Madellan, 
lord piovoft of Ediabargh, «rho had frequently 
hem emplayed ■ ia this lervke before the 
Union, as a proper perlbn to be treated with* 

The propo&b of fir Stmnel Maclellan wei^e 
referred to lieatenant-general Erie, Mr. Ho^Ptt, 
pay tnailnr> general to.her m^efty's forces, and 
Mr. Wa^pole ; who, at feveeal' meetings, dH 
Hkewife coafulc ali the Scots officers : and the 
prices 6f nine-penee, and three*pence half- 
penny, for dry and green forage, for each 
awenty*fau£ hoars, weta judged reafbnable, 
£rom the beft iofocmaiBiQn that coald be had^ 

. G 4 and 
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«nd agreed to acccn-dingly, by Mr. Eitle, Nin 
Howe*, and Mr. Wal{»oic, who were jointif 
aod equally concerred, with Mr. Walpole, in 
fctiiing and agre'eiog the prices, alchoogh^h^ 
contra^k was afterwards piepared and exectited 
hy him, by virtue of his ^office as &eretafy at 
war. At^d this Mr. Erie did declare in the 
houfe of Cofsmoiis, at the ttme whea the- 
jtiatcer was finder cotifideration. 

As the ntaking the contrary and agreei»g 
the prices and conditioiu« was not Jeft ioiely to 
lifh, Walpole, fo he proved, beyond contra* 
difiiooy that th^ bargain was, upon all ac» 
counts» made opon as advantageous terois far 
the public as poiltbly could be had ; and this4 
was made .to-appear, by comparing^ the cob* 
trad, with all faoriaer contrails made before the 
•union ^ with the prices that the £nglx(h dfa* 
l^ooQS had been obliged to pay froai the tiiae 
•they n)rarched into Scotland to the making of 
the coniradl ; and with the prices which the 
Scotch dragoons had paid that verv year before 
a proviHon had been oiade for them by con* 
iradl. 

But a eontrad having afterwards been made 
at lower rates, an inference was drawn froaa 
thence of the* .unrearonablenefs of the contra^ $ 
rhnty^ if this contradl was }o(Ufiable, compared 
.with ail former contra£is, and the circumilancet ' 
and prices which governed at that time, it ia 
very anjuH to make any imputation from the 
plenty 01 fcarcity, dearnefi^ or cheapnefs, of 
forage that might afterwardi happen. Befides, 
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the nrw contradt that was made upon lower 
terms proved deftrirflive of the fcrvice, as ap-' 
peared by a Memorial figncd by the colonels 
and commanding officers ; whkh was prcfented 
ait the War office, fetting forth, 

' That, upon account of the forage wHrdr 
wis contfafted for at fuch low rates, the coun- 
try cannot afFbrd to bring it to quarters, nor. 
16 give good in its kind ; and that the contrac- 
tor has' not any magazines as he ought to have 
for the necelTary fupply of the troops ; for 
want whereof the troops are fo difperfed, ancf 
feparated at fuch dilFances, th;at they are ren- 
dered utterly incapable' of any fervice, and the? 
Micers can no ways be anfwerable for their 
good order and dicrplifie, 

Bj^ what has been faW, it appears, that all 
^wffiblecare and precaution was ufed toobtaia 
the mod advantageous terms that could be had 
for the government; and that the forage could, 
not be (upplied at lower rates confident with 
.Hhe fcrvice; which leaves no room to fufpcft 
that the contrafl was made with any view or 
j>rofpe£t of a private advantage to Mr. Wal- 
pole, or any other pcrfon ; and feems fuffici- 
cntly to clear Mr. Walpolc from the firft part 
of the charge, wherein h«e is faid to be guilty 
of a high breach of truft. 

We come now to the fecond article, wherein 
Mr. Walpolc' is charged with notorious cor» 
riiption. 

G 5- A cen.^ 



A cenfure of tbb nature ovght to be grodf^: 
cd Qp#n eirideac^, where tlie netoriety of she* 
fk^ makes the truth imqoeAionable ; and noli 
^pon fafpicion, which caanot, m any jaftice^ 
be thought fuifi^ient to c^ a cr4flie ootorioiis ^ 
and, that there was nothing but a bare fufpi* 
^iofn in thsi cafe^ may truly be affirmed, he^ 
cauicwe think" the charge k(elf aqipunt» feo itq; 
snore betore it comes to- be contrGver(e4 & 
but, when pofirive and e>pi^ef$ evidence up<M% 
oath is brought in opfjofition to a bar^- pr»«r 
fumption, with wh^juftice can a crime bet 
called notorioQs ? /But, if what waa'of{er<t4 
in this ca(e had b^^ only in mhigatioQ of tb<| 
crime, we (hould not have thought the piiON 
ceedings (o very extraordinary : bat» as tbtl 
evidence that was given, in ourjadgtnent, ao* 
quitted Mr. Walpple, we will endeavonr to' 
give oar Readers th^ fame fiitisfa^iOQ tjwt was 
given us, by confidenng and (latin^, ai far af 
we are abl^ to reccilea it, the evidence as it 
Itood on both fides. 

The ground of the cttarge it contained w 
Mr. Montgome.y's depofition, tbe chief part 
of the defence in the depofitk>n of Mr. Maniij 
tni the narrative of colonel Douglai . Tlie 
^wo firll were fworn before the conMniflioners of 
public accounts, and the narrative is the fub*> 
fiance of the evidence which colonel Doug«i> 
las gave in his place, as a member of parlia^ 
ment ; which, for Mr. WalpoJe's farthen jufti^ 
^cation, he reduced int6 wiiting and figned. . 

Hcte 
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Mere UkewtfeweQittft beg leave ta obfervei 
^at nekher ihc depoiictoaof Mr. Mann, nor 
the narrative of colonel Dooglas, do any way» 
contradidi the depofitioa of Mr. Montgomery* 
but only explain the fa£i& and aCertions, whicfaf 
are not ia themfislves a dire£l charge, but feem' 
oanceived in general and obfcure terms, oo 
porpoie to leave room for thoieJ^^fereacec that 
were drawn from them. n 

Theiaft charged is, Mr. Wal pole's receive 
ing the fam of five hundred guineas, and tak* 
iog a note for. 6ve^ hondred .pounds more, oq 
account of two coatraids for forage made by 
iiim, &<;. 

.' Tbo evidence ta fitpport this ]s» that pare 
-mi Mr. Moatgomory's depofition which {^lyst 

. '^ This deponent gave Mr. Walpole a bill; 
or note* payable to himfelf, or order, and de* 
Itvered it into hit hands ; and, that he paid 
the faid fam to Mr. Mami, who delivered thc^ 
note to this deponent with Mr. Walpole*s re* 

ceipt on the hack of is.*^. 

» 

The likae fer . the &cond yean The queftion 
will then be. Upon what account were theie 
notes given to Mr. Walpole ? and, Whether 
^le money wa» received by him, for him> or 
£» whoie n& f 

Mr. Mbtttgomery, the informer, fweart* 
That Sir Samuel Maclean, who made the firft 
contrad with Mt. Walpole, told him, when 
ht was 9(^ LondoBr and foon after npon hia 

G 6 death- 
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death bed at £dinbal-gh did dedsu^ ihe^. {axte. 
That a friend of Mr. WalpoIe*8 was to be at, 
fliarer in the contradt* 

. Colonel Douglas, who was equally coa*, 
ceined, declares, that Sir Samuel told hiiPy 
That, dmong others, he had admitted a gen^ 
tleman in London, recommended ;to him b>^ 
Mr, Walpole,jbr a iharc ; and, that he al- 
Ytays underllood, that a iharer was to beaji 
equal rir(me with ^e rc& in caik any lofs 
Ihould be. 

And Mr. Mann iWear$, That, by ao agree* 
snent between him and Sir Sara^uel Mackllan*. 
he was to be a (barer in this undertakiiig, a& 
equal profit or lofs, as ihould happea or arife ia 
performing the contract, together with. fucib 
other partners as ihould be taken into the con- 
trad by Sir Samuel Maclelhuiy iipoo his arrival 
in Scotland- ' ' 

'. So that all evidence agrees, A third perii»nv 
a frjend. of Mr. W^pole's, or recommended 
by him, was to be concerned; and Mr. 
Mann fwears pofi lively himiblf to be thi» thiidk 
perfcn. 

The next flcp is,. Mr. Montgomery fwears. 
That John Campbel and colonel Douglas dW 
jeded him to pay five hundred gttiaeas to M«i 
Walpole. What fays colonel Douglas to this^ 
That, Sir Samuel Maclellan bdng dead, and 
he not knowing the perfon,. nor at .that time 
lemembring his name, judged it nxoA proper 
to have the money made'{>ayable to. Mr. W^k 
.jpele, or ofdec, foi^the ufti.of.hi&./fiend.; aad 

that 
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ibhi up^n hearing tht name of Mr.Marin^ 
he wcotlefts that to be the name of the gen* 
tlemati th^ Sir Samuel Maclellan named, a* 
the peribii ivcommended to be a iharer in the 
toatra^. 

Tbis'furcly explains "why the notes were 
Kiade payable to Mr. Walpc^e, and delivered 
to hiln; ind ie a farther proof, that Mr. Mann 
was, from the beginning, the perfon concerned* 
m the ^ontra6i| and for whom the Q^re vvaa 
feferved by Sir Samuel Maclellan. _ 

" Mr. Montgomery likewife fwears. He paid 
the faid Cdm tp Mr. Mann, who delivered hinv 
the note tvith- Mr. Wa^ pole's receipt on- the 
back ef it. This Mr. Mann admits to be true», 
and at the fame time declaresi* JThat hereceiveil 
the ttionef due by* the fjcid note from Mont^o* 
«tery, at feverai timet, for which he gave hig 
own Teceiptd ;)aod,> in his own name, at the 
feTeral times of payment : which receipts, at 
the paymmt of the laft fim*, were* cancelled ^ 
and a difcharge^ or receipt in fall, was writ* 
tea^opoh'the back of 'Mr. Montgomery's notei. 
over Mr*. Walpole's naflfe^^hat was before only 
a bla»k> eadiuittiiieiit, whidi was done apon 
elofin^^e account between Mr. Montgomery 
and the deponent, as is ufnal upon the like 
occafions. 

And here it' is to be obferved, that this note 
remained all this ' time in Mr. Mann's hands, 
iintil it wa» taken op and cancelled, together 
with theieverii receipt at' the payment of the 
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^ n^ftcy rtAfiived by Km frpm thfr faU Mr. 
MCftt^mtfjt upcrn the two oo^s of five hiiO'^ 
dred guineas and 6ve hundred poundfy werc^ 
received by liim for his own Coh ofe and 
hen^t» and tha('h« has not paid ihefaid favntf 
aor any part tberoof, no« ao^ooai^d'fcr thm^ 
ilo« is undter a»y obUgiilioR or. i^iecmen^ tar 
pay or accoufkt m the fa0ie» or any part, of 
theov to any perfoo wkaifipever ; but* that ib« 
lame does^ aad is« lo femsnn to bis, owa kilm 
benc&t or adva«^e, 

BeXtdoft tbe pofitive mdeAce opo* ciiith» dke? 
coactirriDg circoflaftances refideir even .the pnn 
tni&ptton (Ifonfec in Mr* Wa^pMe's f«iroiic 
tbio 10 hk pi«9»dicef^ Tbe firft GOMrttft- waa 
made in May» 170^^ t» 4«tcnMitti ia Mft)^ 
k; IQ ; bttt the firft aotQ wan not gMftlStt tbe 
twej)iy mnth of }ane» ly to $ whicb was abcnre 
Ik iwelveaiORib. aitar tbt Cfmti^ vii9i$ mudm 
It i» ibereibfe more reafoaaUt to faf^>ofev 
l^at tbb waa givew aaa confiderswAto bflift» 
ttkw Mr. Waipeic^, hk. ittdu*g a. oaun^ 
widQh waa caMcatni a yca^ beteiRi»» and waa 
tbca expie^ i Of^ that it wiw a> praptiMft-oT 
pro£t» dna 10 Mr* Nbuuit at a flUfcr, few 
Ivbtch tbe other contra^lors did not accoant la 
fatm, mttd they &w> ai tbe yeai's ead» tbeaeat 
pro&t apoa tbe wboki and coiaUt Aiirffay'^Gh 
ler msaa wKit Ui flterr a»oaaied «a f Bafc 
may it not be prefancdj. thai Mk. MaAii.^a 
aame W9s only made afe a& tail d»t ^a 

ihaie 



hue was in truth i^feired, (» Mr. Walfiolt h 
iFoo have already heard what Mr. Majnn^s o$kk 
%fi^ in anfwer to that. BAt coafider iu hf 
way of argament ; Mr. Walpole u lappefedr 
in ihit way of argiiiiig« to topf had ca^tioa 
cRoagh» not to let his own name be made vAf 
of for his ibere, in making a conitrafl with Sa9 
Sattoel Maclellaftt to love M)ftttQjred Mu 
Mann t^meet Sir SaoHiel m a tavern, and perr 
fima^te.him tlvoi^h the whol^ progreis of this 
aflfiifir, where any conteifatien or cufcoQrfe was 
)iad aboat it» and not to troft any of the eon-' 
f favors with the ftcret of his being concerned^ 
(for that Mr. Montgonery did not piefend ta 
fyy, that CTer he had besfd or believed s anil 
poU^V Dovglas deckred qntte the contrary) 
^mi at 1^» afur all tKs great eare and cao^ 
tion, takes the note payible 19 bisafelf and en% 
itorfes^ii*.'- 

> Is it feaibnaldeto believe, that fo mooh car^ 
•ad cavtion (henld be afed all along, and' af 
tat be forgot» jaft when it bctane fi> necei^ 
fiiry? Is it pMbabk thera flioald be fo nmcli 
fliansigeincnt^ wheie there waa teaft danger ^ 
and, that Miv Wal^le AoM be fb nveak* at 
fo dve Um own. band in eyidMceiaflainft hioi^ 
felC if he had beeo really eoncerned^ Had ti 
oot been as eafy to have had the nones aMdc 
p^aUe to Mr. Maan t oti conld that have 
Been forgot, if tibere had been any art or col- 
lofion that was befise ooi^tred o^ di%«M on* 
der his name f For onr parts, we think, the 
fii^tee k^wg made pnyiMe to hAr^ Wripode, ra- 

ihef 
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ther argues an innocence than a' guile, becanfe 
BOthing -is fo common and obvious, as to a(e 
a thifd name, where any finiller end is to be 
concealed. 

What has hitherta been hi&, relates chiefly 
to the 'firft note only, but is applicable in ge- 
neral to the whole franfa^ion ; b»t there be- 
ing fome -difference in the circumflances be- 
tween tlie notes, we mitft beg the reader*!- pa» 
tience for an obiervation or two that chiefly 
concern the feeond-note. * 
• It is faki, chat, admitting all which Mr. 
Walpote ailedges in relation to the firft eoti« 
trad to be trae> and that there is no blame ta 
be impivted to him on that accoont, how came 
Mr. Walpole to mai<e a Second contra6l, upon 
the fame terms, when 4iekn€W there was (utit 
a'profit upon the^rlt ? •; i. • 

In anfwer to this, we appeal to th^ proceed*- 
ings of the Houie of Coar)monS) printed by 
their t)rder ; where, by the dates, yoa wiw 
find that the fecond contfa6t was made for 
fupptying forage from' May, 1709, 'to the four- 
teenth of iMay, 17 lo*; which-beittg then de^ 
lermined, die fecond contrad for forage, kom 
the fifteen thx)fMay> ^710^ to the fifteenth 6f 
May, 17 III was made before th^ note was 
given, which was on the twenty. ninth of 
yant, in the year 17 10; and, in confequence, 
Mr» Walpole, at making the fecoAd contra^, 
had no knowledge of the profit that arofe-from 
thefirfL ' 

A^great 
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' A great ilvefs is laid upon Mr. W^polt^t 
having en doffed the ftrH note» which . is.called 
9 giving hir receipt for the money; bot the fe* 
€ond note, it &em^ was never ettdoHed at all ; 
and yet there had been above fbor hondred 
|ioit»df patdf^;)oii it» for whieh receiptt wetc 
^ven by Mr, Mann» or for his oie» upon di- 
•ftifu^ pBpefs^ and not entered ttpoo the, note^ 
•kbr "-iiiy aicntion made of Mr. Wa(f»ole»' to 
•whom the note was 'made psyable, aad .with- 
jout' whoie order, or endorieraent, there could 
: bO'DO difcharge/or the money. 

What ftronger prelitmption can there be» 
-than« that Mr* Montgomery, at the time of 
'paying this mooey» was factsfied that Mr. Mann 
•h»d a right ^ the money, whofe difcharge ha 
tookrfor ib great a ftm^ wkhout any mention 
anadeofy or relation had to,' the note, upon 
which it was due ? So that, to read this note* 
aid the receipte which were given for the mo- 
ney, as they are printed by order of the Hoofe 
of Commons, is almoft alone fo^iicient evi* 
dence^ to convince any man, that this money 
was paid for die oft and- benefit of Mr. Mann; 
and, that Monteomery, widiODtbeiogiatisfitd 
it was {o^ wooia hardly have paid foch.a foot 
of money t for which he iiad ihll been accoant* 
able. 

I remember there was an obje£lion mac> to 
fomething that dropped from Mr. Afontgome- 
*" ry at the bar of the Houfe, as if the fire hun- 
dred potndi received by Mr, Mann, waamoal 

tbaa 
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tfam JL jttft fluire» jvifiog froai tte pro&M of- tbe 

In aftfwer to ohiit I maft obferve» That tbe 
fhare rderved for Mr. Mann ia llaced b|r tkp 
cooHSiffionsn of public accomUy t<» he a iftk 
part ; ani the flmre for Sir AleicaaderMiiffr«f^ 
by the evidence of colonel Dottc1a$, ^nd the 
4»ach of Sir David Dah-ymple, who wet Ukut' 
wiie fworn upon this account by the cooimif^ 
fionors^ to ba afoaateeath pait ; aad^Sir Ak»* 
aoder Mar^ft reteiviag, for his ibHrteoBkh 
part, two hundred, poaadsi proves the pro£t 
apon the whole to be aboat two^ thoafiiad 
ei^ht buadred pouada ; whieh eatitled thr fiat 
pnaeipal partaers tt^abavofivofa^odncd poaoda 
a^piece fair thtit aeipeAim ^ma : bat^i haa^ 
ing thti ooaBfiea^taMnaaak» fbe profiai« itwitt 
fiat foa'Ui^f«fer,ta mafumt^mm raadaia> tint 
eachi yaar'a contradi aaiOQntid^ oa aboua taMOtf 
•abaolaad pouacfe/ tivaa th# pi^lit apoa aha 
y^»k may not he thooghe fb farf aaoabiaaat 
a» ic othenwife ought appaan • 

We have heard of anobja^Knoa raifed ffoaa 
Mr. Malta's refitfia^ to ba a^-fecond ttaae aaa^ 
aaiaed by theeoauaKfioi^traof-pablic acoomia^ 
hma whence aeoikek»afaeftor ^k i^ inured 
aa if the catife aiaaf notable tONakade^ a. ftridber 
examination. ' 

> In aafwer to this^ it ia fifft obfervafatev That, 
if riiere be any weight ia the obje£yoo» it coold 
have no weight or influence' in tho boufa o£* 

the 
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die cemplaim of Mr. Maaii's rtfoAU w«s not 
iDade to the honfrtlll after the whole proceed" 

- ing -wd^ over and pa(&d : but, if it makes tmf 
impreffiori upon- meas private opiDioRs, it h 
neceiTary the woiki (hould knewiv, that, whea 
Mf> MaBOfWent aodvolimtaffilye^red himfelf 

' %o bfi exfl;iiiiaed by the commiffioner^, after the 
defe£tiQO» was isade in faveer of Mr. Walpc^^ 
Mt* MajDO was exaouaed aa^ Cftefs-exaiaiRe^ 
by t^ co»mi^ofiei;9 apoa hi6 oath for above 
thx0e hauss; ffooi whence they foimed the 
notable fecoad depoiiiioiH- t^ they thought 
worth pre renting to the Houfe of ConuDotis : . 
bolt 141 forming this fecoad ilepofitioa, they 
BMkde thAmfelvea the Qi\€ JQ^ges of what 
fteaU fee in&rte49 tm^ whet omitted $ aad 
ikmchf iefi outfeveTai thiof « (hat were mate^ 
rial to eitpleiA ihe other p«rt« of the iaforoie^ 
tioa. ^ . ' , 

Thia methed q£ pfeceedia|[t Mr« Manii 
0)ight well appFehead wovld lead moiete pti*^ 

I fnare him» thaa te fet the matter in a tru^ 
Ugbt ; and» by the aeceuatS' wbieb we have 
Iieard of the methodft thet the cemfaifiene^ 
took ia their examiaafiioa8» iad Md^ieiRg theqi 

[ afterwards into form^t whereia, although thef 
dii add aothiag^ they took upeothem to leave. 
out as much as diey pleaied. 

It it not therefore to be woedered at, that 
this gen t]4Eiiian -was anwiiltag to fubje£l him<^ 
ielf to fach methods of admimfiring jnftice i 

I bat4 if f^vea fu«h in(eaao«< perfo^tt were noli 

' abij» 
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« • ' 

able, m three boors examination, to ^m,tl0 
and confound an illiterate peribn, enough to 
draw from him any thing that did in the ieail 
afRfd Mr. Walpole, it will be very hard to^ 
xnake an inference to Mr. Walpole'a prejudice 
becaufe Mr. Mann, who was by law not fab* 
jed to their jurifdidlion, as having never beetr 
cancerned in any public capacity, W)as uawill- 
ing to be examined upon his oath, after he- 
had given them all the information that he 
^ould, and had ftibmitted to a thr^e liOttr« ex* 
amination the day before. 

We have been very particular in laying tht» 
afair before the reader, that he might* the bet* 
ter be able to form a right judgment on fo re* 
markable a tranfadion in the- lif&of a^ num 
i^at has made no inconfiderable figure ia the 
Britlih adminifl ration ; for, though 'Sir R6« 
jbert himfelf aSeded to treat this matter very 
iightly, and ha« beea heard to fay he did not 
chink it any blot in his efcutcheon, yet it if 
certain, that it has always been remembered to 
}m disadvantage in point of honour. 

Notwithflanding his enemies rejoiced at hii 
difgrace, he had _fo many powerful friends 
about the court, that his intereft fufFered but 
little ; and we find him foon after prime^mi** 
niilerto king George XL by^hom, in the year 
1^42, he was created earl of Orford, au^ 
a penfion of four thoufand pounds per am 
granted himi which hi^ 4id not long enjoy 
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l^e died ill the month of March, 17459 after a 
ycry ihort illnels. ' 

His circumflances were not affluent, for he 
was liberal in his dlfpofition* and had fuch sl 
n u saber of rapacioas dependants to gratify, thiTt 
little was left for his own private occafions. 
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Thb LtV% OF 

George Anson. 



THE anceflors of the late right honour- 
able George lord Anfon, have been 
feated in StafFordThire for many generation;, 
till William An(bn, efq; of DanlUn, having 
purchafed the manor of Shugborough in tha^ 
coQnty, in the reign of king James I. made 
it> from that time» his chief refidence. 

His lord (hip was the (econd • and younge^ 
y. fon Of William Anfon, efij; of Shuckboroegh 

k ^ (who died in 1710) by Elizabeth, fifler 10 xH 
couiirefs of Macclesfield, and aunt to the pre- 
fent earl. 
Mr. Anfon, having very early devoted him- 
» felf to the fea fervice, wa6 made captain of the 
Weazle floop in 1722; and, the year follow- 
1 ing, captain of the Scarboroagh man of war. 
^ On the breaking out of the late Spanifli war, 
he was recommended to his late majedy for t|ie 
command of a fquadron defined to annoy the- 
ehemy in the South Seas ; and, by an unfre^ 
quented navigation, to attack them witll 
vigour in their remoteft fettiemei^* A iiwi 
I fign which, had it not met with _... 

' ' able delays, would have amply anfwc 
intention; and might have given. 
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tfb iftctrUvaMe Uow to the SpAnifti Aaierican 

^r. Anfoii failed from St. Hfel^ns on th4 
^ghtee0(h of S^ptember^ I740» in tbeCen- 
lttnon» offiKtygttnsy with t4e<^loiicefter and 
Scvern» of ifty each» the Pear], of iorty^ 
the. Wagtr Aoreihip» and TryaL (loop. His 
departure having been retarded foofie months 
beyond the proper feafon, he did not arrive in. 
t)fe ^atlttid^ df Cape Born till about the 
XAiddle- of the vernal, equinox, and in focli 
tiempeAttoqs weather^ that it was with mi\ch 
^lifficuky ihat his own ihip, with the Gloated 
Cer and the flaop, could double that dangeFOUi 
cape ; and his ftrength was €on£derably di- 
mmi filed by the patting back of the ^vern 
a»d Peari> and the lofs of the \^'ager ftore- 
ihip* Yet» notwith (landing this dif^ppcnnt- 
meat, and the havock that the fi:urvy had 
jaade aaiong the (hips that were left» he ar« 
sirrived at the fertile, though uninhabited 
i/laad of Juan Fernandez. 

Having* at this ifland, repai/ed his damages 
anid refreflied his men, with ifhe above incon. 
itdefable armament« he k^pt, for eight months^ 
dM w4i«lecoaft of Peru and Mexico m continual 
a}arm» made feveral prizes ; took and plun- 
dered the town of Peyta, and, by his humane 
bebaviovr to hia priTonerstLimpreiTed on thei^ 
jginda a lading idea of Britiih generodty. 
.i leogth, wkh the Cest^irion only (the 
er t^ (hips having been condemned) he 
/erfed the vaU extent of the Pacific Ocean^ 

a thret 
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8 three months voyage; in the courfe of-' 
which, hia nainben were fo much farther Te~- 
iaced by ficknera, that It wai with the ntmoft 
difficulty' he reached the ill and of Tintan^ one 
of the Ladroni;!; a place -which, from -the 
feltawing lumirious dercri^tion thefe voyagers 
have givRi' of it> {etas truly -to be a ter- 
nltriarparadire. 

THIS iflandUes in the latJlodeof i;. S.' 
North, and longitude from Aeapulco 114, yo, 
W. It; length is about twelve miles,- and 
hs breadth aBout half as much ; it extending^ 
from the S. S. W. to the N. N. E. 

The foil is every where dry and healthy,' 
and fomewhat fandy, which being lefs dif- 
pbfed than other foils to a rank and aver luxu- 
riant vegetation, occaRons the meadotvs and the 
bottoms of ihe woods to be ranch neater and 
Anoolher than is cnftomary in hot climate*. 
The Jand rifes, by an eafy Hope, from th« 
very beach « here we watered to the middle of 
the iOand ; though the generai courfe of its 
afcent is often interrupted and traversed -bf 
gentle defcents and vallics ; and the ineauali- , 
met that are formed by the different comoina-' 
timis of thefe gradual fwellines of the' ground, 
itre moft beautifully d!vcr&/ied by large lawaf, 
*hich are covered with a veiyfine'liwoit, fn- 
termixed with a variety of floweri, and are 
ftiried by woods of tall and well fpreid irets, 
moft of them celebrated, cither for ihtif »{ptd 
or their &■»«»-■ . ;. . 

s ■..- The 
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The. turf of the lawns is quite clean and 
even, and the bottoms of the woods, in man/ 
places, clear of all bu(hes and underwoods ; 
and the woods themfelves ufually terminate on . 
the lawns with a regular outline, not broken, 
nor confufed with flraggling trees, but ap- 
pearing as uniform as if laid but b^ art! f fence 
arofe a great variety of the moft elegant and 
entertaining profpefts, formed by the mixture 
of thefe woods and lawns, and their various in- 
tcrfedipns with each other, as they fpread 
themfelves differently through the vallies, and 
cfver the (lopes and declivities with which the 
place abounds. 

' The fortunate animals too, whioh, for the 
greateft part of the year, are the fole lords of 
.tliis happy foil, partake, in fome meafure, of 
the romantic caft of the ifland, and are no 
foiall addition to its wonderful fcenery : for 
the cattle, of which it is not uncommon to fee 
herds 'of fome thoufands feeding together ia 
a large meadow, are certainly the moft re- 
markable in the world ; for they are all of 
them milk-white, except their ears, which are V, 
generally black; and, though there are no in- 
habitants here, yet the clamour and frequent 
parading of domeftic poultry, which range the 
woods in great numbers, perpetually excite 
the ideas of the neighbourhood of farms and 
"'lases, and greatly contribute to the beauty 

id Siearfulnefs of the place. 

The cattle on the ifland we computed were 

le&ft ten thoufand ', and we had no difficulty 
L. XII. H hk 
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in getting near thein» as^ they were not Iky 9f 
ms« Our hrfk method of killing them wf»% 
footing them ; but, at laft, when, by acci* 
<)ent|^ we were obliged to huibajndour amixi«^ 
e3)]tt0D, our ixiea ran. them down with eale.- 
i?heir flelh was extremely \^dl tafted, and was. 
^believed by us to bf; much more^eafily digefud 
^an any we had ever met with. 

The fowjs too we^-e exceeding good* and 
were likewifc run down wicth little trouble;; 
for they could fcarce % further than an huh^ 
dred yards at.a:fUght» and even that fatigued, 
them^ fo much, t^at th^y could not readily riie 
.again ; fo that, aided by the opennefs of the 
woods, we could at all times furniih ourfeives* 
with whatever number we waQced» 

Bpfides the cattle and poultry, we found here, 
^abundance of wil4 hogs. Thefa. were mod, 
excellent food ; but, as they w«re a very iserce. 
animal, we were obliged either tQ ihoot them*, 
or to hjLint them with large dogs, wluch wet 
found upon the place at ourlandiog, and: 
whicK belonged to a detai^h^eat; that was thea 
upon the ifland^ amaiCng provifioaa for thd 
garrison of Guam, 

As thefe dogs had beexi} purpofely trained 
to the killing of this wild h^gs, th^y followect- 
usvery readily, and lu)iU)edfS9r:^us:: bQt, tJ^^- 
they w£rQ a large bold breed,* tbts hogs, fought . 
with ^ mu(?h fury, tha( they freq^eally do*' 
Uroyed them ; fo that WQi b^<d6^Qe(f, lo&thch 
gpeaxsSt pai t of th^izw 
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fiat this place was not onty extremely grated 

ta) to QS frofl^tiid plenty ^and excellency oFits 

ifrefh provifions, but wait as mach, perfaap$» 

to be admired for its fmits and vegetable pro- 

^uftionS) whtcliwer« moil fortunately adapted 

to the cure of the fea-fcarvy) which had f^ 

terribly rednced us ; for in the woods there 

%vere inconceivable quantities- of cocoa-nut5, 

%Mith the -cabbage^ growing on the fame treeC 

There were, b€ridc6> guavoes, limes, fwect 

and four oranges, and a kind of fruit pecaliftr 

to tbeie iilands, called by the- Indians Rima, 

but by us the Bfead*Fruit ; for it was con- 

fiantly eaten b^ us dnring- our iliiy upon the 

ifiand inlWad of bread; and fo sniverfally 

preferred tO' it, that no ihip*s bread was ex« 

pended during that whole interval. 

It grew upon a tree which was Tome what 
lefty, and which, towards the top, divides 
«jto large and fpreading branches. The leaves 
of -this tree are of a remarkable deep green, 
are notched about the edges, and are generally 
from a foot to eighteen inches in length. The 
fruit itfelf grows indifierently on all parts of 
the branches 4 it is in iliape rather eltptical 
than round, is covered with a rough rind, an4' 
is ufually feven or eight inches long ; each of 
thetn grows ftngly and notin dufters. 

This fruit is fitted to be nfbd when it is full' 

"grown» but is ilill green ; in which ilate irs 

' tade has fomtidillant reientblance to that of ait 

•aitichoke-bottooii ^nd its textttfe if not veijr 

H a <difieffen^ 
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difierent, for it is ibft and fpongy. As it 
ripens it grows fofter and of a yellow <:oloar, 
and then contrads a luicious talle, and aa 
agreeable fmcll, not .unlike that of a ripe 
peach; but then itis^edeemed unwholefome, 
and is faid to produce fluxes; • 

Befides the fruits already enumerated, there 
u'ere many other vegetables, extremely condu- 
cive to the cure of the malady we.iiad long la- 
boured under ; fuch as water-melons, dande* 
lion, ' creeping purflain, mint, fcurvy-grafs, 
and forrel ; ail which, together with the frelh 
meats of the place, we devoured with great 
eagerneis, prompted thereto by the ilrong in- 
clination which nature never fails of exciting 
in fcorbutic di^d^rs for ihtfe powerful fpeci-^ 
iics. 
. It will eafily be conceived, from what al- 
ready hath been faid, that our cheer (ipon this 
iiland was in fome degree luxurious, but I 
have not yet recited all the varieties of proVi- 
iion which we here indulged in. Indeed we 
thought it prudent totally to ab(laii» from fiSi, 
the few w^ caught at our firH: arrival having 
fur&ited thofe who eat of them ; but, con(i« 
dering how much we had been inured to that 
ipecies of food, we did not regard this cir« 
cumllance as 9 difadvantage, efpecially as the 
defeat ^ was fo amply fupplied by the beef, 
perk, and fowls already mentioned, and by- 
great quantity of wild fowl ; for I muft ob- 
ierve, that near the centre of the ifland there 

were 
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were two confiderable pieces of frdh water, 
which abounded with duck, teal, and curlew; 
not to mention the Svhift ling- plover, which 
we found there in prodigious plenty. 

And now, perhaps, fi niay be wondered at, 
'that an ifland, fo excellent^ v furnifhed with 
the conveniencies of life, and (b well adapted, 
not only to the fubfiftence, but likewife to the 
•enjoyment of mankind, ftould be entirely 
deftitute of inhabitants, efpecially «s it is 
in the neighbourhood cf other iflands, whi< Ji, 
in fome meafare, depend upon this for fjj- 
port. 

To obviate fh's difficulty, I mufl: obfervc," 
• that it is liot fifty years fmce the ifland was de- 
populated. The Indians we bad in our. cufto- 
3y affured us, that formerly the three iflands 
t>f Tinian^ Rota, and Guam, were aM full o^ 
inhabitant*; and, that Tinian alone contained 
thirty thoufand fobls : but a fjcknefs raging 
amongft thefe iflands, which deftroyed multi- 
tudes of the people, the Spaniards^ to recruit 
their numbers at Guam, which were greatly 
diminifhed by this mortal ity^'oVdered all the 
inhabitants of Tinian thither 5 where, lan- 
guiihingfor their former habitations, and their 
cuftomary method of life, the greateft part of 
them, in a few years, died of grief. Indeed, 
independent of that attachment which all man- 
kind have ever (hown to the places of their 
birth and bringing up, it fhould feem, from 
"hat has been already faid, that there were few 

H 3[ .. coiiii- 
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countries more worthy to i»e jp^eued tbftn tbit 
of Tinian. 

Thefe poor Indiana might r^afonably, have- 
expelled, at the great dillance from Spaint 
where they are placed, to have er<?aped the 
violence and cruelly of that haughty nation, (6 
fatal to a large proportion of tive hanian race : 
kut it ieems their remote fituation «ould not 
protedt them from fharing in the common de^ 
Uradtioa of the weflero ivoHd, all the advaih- 
tage they received from their diflance beings 
only to periQ) an age or two later. 

It may pet haps be doubted, if the number of 
the inhabitants of Tinian, who werd'banilhed 
to Guam, and who died ther-e \piniiig for their 
native home, was (b .great as what we have 
related above ; but, not to B>ention the con* 
current afTertioQ of 49ur prisoners , and the <om« 
znodioufnefs of the iiland, end its :great ferti- 
lity, there are ftill seraai&s to be met with oa 
the place, u^ich evince it to^have been obc« 
extremely populous : far there are, in all Jiarts 
of the iiland, a ^reat number of ruioa of a 
very particular kind. Tbey ufually coi^iift-of 
two rows of fqua^ .pyramidal pillars, ^each 
pillar being about iix feet from the next, aod 
the diilance between the rowe being about 
twelve feet ; the pillars themfelves are about 
five feet fquare at the bafe, and about thirteen 
feet high ^ and, on the -top of «ach of thefii^ 
there is a femi^globe, ,with the fiat part up« 
v^acds a the whole of the;piUars and Uie feroi- 

/jlohr 
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"gfbbe h foUd, being coiflpoied of fand and 
•lone cemeneed together and plaiftered orer. 

If the account our prifoners gave us of thcfe 
•ftruftures was true, theifland indeed mull have 
•been extremely popaloca-; for they afi'u red us, 
-«that tkey were the foundatiotis o( particular 
(buildings fet apart for thofe Indians onlv who 
-bad engaged in feme religioas vow t dnd mo- 
•nallic inftitations are often to be met with in 
many pagan nations. However, if thefe ruins 
•were originally the bafts of the common dwell- 
-ing-houies of the natives, their n;imber5 muft 
have been coniiderable : for, in many parts of 
^e ifland, they are extremely thick planted, 
and fufHciently evince the great plenty of for- 
mer inhabitants. Bot, to return to the prefenc 
fisite of the idand, 

. Having mentioned the conveniendes of this 
place, the excellency and. q^iantlty of its fruits 
mhd proviEons, the neatnefs of its iawns, the 
^telinefsr frelhnefs, and fragrance of its 
•wo^s, the happy inequality of its farface, and. 
the variety and elegance of the views it a^ord* 
cd, I muft now obferve, that all thefe advan- 
tages were greatly enhanced by thehcalthi« 
mefs of its climate, by the altnoft conilant 
i)rcezes which prevail there^ and by the fre- 
<^uent ihowers which fall, and whicbj thougk 
t>f a very ihort and almoft momentary duration, , 
«re extremely grateful and .refreshing, and are^ 
^perhaps, one caufe of the ^labrity of the air, 
and of thft extraordinary infiaetice^it. was ob* 

H 4^ ' fcrvc*! 
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ferved to have upon us, in incre^fmg and li^- 
vigoreting cur appetites and digeilion. This 
v^as To remarkable, that thofe among our o£i* 
cei8, who were at all other times fpare and 
temperate eaters, who, beitdes a flight break- 
fail, made hot one moderate repaft a day« 
wtrc here, in. appearance, transformed into 
gluttons ; for, inAead of one reasonable fleih.« 
meal, they were now fcarce fatis£ed wkh three, 
riucl each of them fo prodigious in quantity, as 
would at another time have produced a tever 
or a furfeit : and yet our digeftion ib well corr 
rcfponded with the keennefs of our appetites, 
tnai we were neither difordered or even loaded 
by this repletion ; for, after haviog, according 
to the cuilom of theifland, made a large beef* 
breakfaft, it was not long* before we began to 
confider the approach of dinner as a very de- 
iirable though fbmewhat tardy incident. 

And now, having been thus large in my 
encomiums on this iiland, in which, however, 
J conceive I hi.ve not done it juftice, it is ne.- 
ceflary I fliould Tpcakof thofe circumftances in 
which it is defeAive, whether in point of 
beauty or utility. 

And, firil, with refpedl to its water. I mod 
own, that, before I had feen this fpot, I did 
not conceiye that the abfence of running-wa- 
tec, of which it is entirely deftitute, could have 
beenfo well replaced by any other means, ^ 
it is in this iiland ; for, though. there are no 
iii earns, yet the water of the wells and fprings 

which 
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which are to' be met with every where near the 
furface, is extremely good ; and, in the midft 
of the ifland, there are two or three eonfidera- 
ble pieces of excellent water, whofe edges are 
as neat and even, as if th«y had been bafons 
purpofely made for the decoration of the 
place^ It muft, however, be confe/Ted, that^ 
with regard to the beauty of the profpefts, the 
want of rills and flreams is a very great defedt, 
not to be compenfated either by large pieces 
of ftanding-water, or by the neighbourhood 
of the fea ; though that, by reafon of the 
fmallnefs of the ifland, generally makes a part 
of a very extenfive view. 

As to the refidence upon the ifland, the 
principal inconvenience attending it is the vaft 
number of mufcatos, and various other fpecies 
of flies, together with an infeft called a trick, 
which, though principally attached to the cat- 
tle, would yet frequently faften upon our 
limbs and bodies, and, if not perceived and- 
removed in time, would bury its head under 
the fkin and raife a painful inflammation. We 
found here too centipedes and fcorpions, which 
we fuppofed were venomous, but i\one of us 
ever received any injury from them. 

But the moft important and formidable ex- 
ception to this place remains ftill to be told. 
This is, the inconvenience of the road, and 
the little feaurity there is, at fome feafons, for 
a fhip at anchor. The only proper anchoring- 
place for (hips of burthen is at the foutb well 
nd of the ifland« 

H 5. 
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In this pl^e the Ceaturion anchored inr 
twenty and twenty two fathom wat^r, oppofite 
to a Tandy bay« and about a mile and an half 
diftant from the fliore. The bottom of. this 
road is full of Iharp-pointcd -coral rocks, which, 
daring four months of the year, that is, from 
the middle of June to the middle ofiOdober,. 
renders it a very onfafe place to lie at. This 
is the feafon of the wedern monfoons, whcn^ 
near the full and change of the moon; bur 
more particularly at the change^ the wind i» 
vfually variable all ^und the compafs, and.fe!-- 
dom fails to blow with fuch fury, that the- 
Hoilteil cables are not to be confided in ; and^ 
what adds to the danger at thcfe times, is, the 
cxceffive repidity of the tide of flood, which 
fets to the fouth eaft, between this*i{land svnd 
that of Aguiguan,, a fmall iiland near the fouth- 
cm extremity of Tinian. 

This tide runs, at firil, with a raft head an^ 
overfall of water, and occaiions foch a hollow 
and over-^rown fea, ^as is fcarcely to be con- 
ceived ; fo that we were under the dreadful 
apprehenfion of being pooped by it, thougfar 
we were in a fixty gun ihip. 

[n the remaining eight moalhs of the yeai;» 
that is, from the middle of Odober to the 
sniddle of June, there is a conilant feafon of 
■fettled weather when, if the cabjes, are but 
well armed, there is fcarcely any danger Qj 
their being fo much as rubbed ; .fo that, du- 
ring all that interval, it h as iecuie a road "> 

;ouId be wiflied for. 
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I (hail only add,, tliat the anchoring-bank is 
Tcry (belviBg, aod ilretcbes along the ibuth- 
weft «ad <»f the iiland : and, that it is entirely 
ffce from (heals, eiocept a reef of rocks whicli 
ll vi^le, and kks about half a mile from the 
ftore, *and aibids a narrow paiTage into a fmalf 
Andy bay, whidi is the only place where boatd 
poffibiy iaad. 



After thus long detaining our f eader wicFf' 
libis agreeable digiwfiioity we will return with * 
liim to our fobje^l. 

Bat here the conunodore, and mod of hia 
people, were, in great danger of being \eR 
for ever, or of oeirtg impriibned or maf- 
fkcfed by the neighbouring Spaniards; the 
Centurion being driven from her anchors, one ' 
Bight, in a violent ftorxn, and, .after nineteen 
dftys abfence^ being brought back with diffi- 
culty, by the few hands that were left oa 
llQftrd. 

Mr. Anfjn arrived at Macao» in China, m 
.1742, where having completely refitte^ hh - 
filip (as was generally (uppofed, for an £a-> 
<ropean voyage), he '(leered backes far as the ^ 
i'ihiiippin iflandsr, with a view of meetine the 
^eapdico &ip ; a -plan aswtiely laid as it was* 
^mkly conduAed. Alter n^nch beatuig about 
and uncertainty, he. at length ^ot fight of the 
Aip of which he had been in fearch> and (bon * 
-Mfwt came up with and took her. This 
iccowBed hia voyage, and greatly enriched 

K4 himlcirj 



h^6 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

hrmfeif and his crew. With a handful of 
men and boys (of which two only were killed)' 
he made this vaU acquifition, and took three 
times his own number of prifoners. 

He returned with his prize to China^ where 
he obtained, with eafe, at an audience of the 
viceroy of Canton^ an exemption from the 
emperor's ufual duties, thus, fupporting the 
^honour of his majefly's flag in thofe far dif^ 
tant regions. 

On his arrival in England (by the Cape of 
Good Hope) after near four years absence, ia 
luae 1744, he found that the hand of Provi- 
dence Teemed dill to proted him, having 
failed, in a (dg^ through the midd of a French 
£eet, then cruiflng in the Channel. Jn ihoit* 
through the whole of this remarkable voya^^ 
he experienced the truth of that faying of 
Teucer^ which he afterwards chofe for his 
motto,. " Nil eft defperandum/' . 

Soon after his return he was appointed rear 
admiral of the Blue, and one of the lords of 
the admiralty. In April 1745 he was made 
rear. admiral of the white; and, in Jolyv 
■}746, vice admiral of the Blue. He vyas alfo 
hofen member of parliament for Heydon in 
forkihlre. That winter he commanded the 
Channel fquadron, and had not duke d'An^ 
ille's fleet, returning with difgrace . from 
^orth Ameika, been accidentally apprized o"* 
is ftation, his long and tempeftuous cruise 
;ould then have bevn attended with his nf 
uccefs. However^ in the entuing fgmmer, 
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Jljvas once more crowned with wealth and con^ 
queft. Being then on board the Prince George, 
of ninety guns, in company with admiral. 
Warren, and twelve (hips more, he intercept- 
ed, ofF Cape Finifterre, on the third of May, 
1747, a powerful fleet, bound from France 
to the Baft and Weft Indies ; and, by* his va- 
lour and conduct, again inriched himfelf and 
officers, and ftrengtl^ned the Britifh navy, by 
taking fix men of war, and four Eaft indiamen, 
not one of that fleet cfcaping. The fpeech of 
the French admiral, M. Jonquiere, on pre* 
fenting his fwdrd to the conqueror, deferves to 
be recorded : ** Monfieur, vous avcz vainca 
rinvincible, et la Gloire vous fuit,** pointing 
to the two (hips fo named. 
• For thefe repeated fervjces, the late king 
rewarded him with a peerage, on the thirteenth 
4)f June, by the title of lord Anfon, baron of 
Soberton in Hants. On the fifteenth of }u]y, 
in the fame year, he was appointed vice ad- 
miral of the red.; and, on the death of ik 
John Nonris, he was made vice admiral of 
England. 

In April, 1748, his lordfliip married the 
honourable Mifs Yorke (eldeft daughter of 
the prefent earl of Hardwicke, then lord high 
-chancellor) who died in 1760, without ifliie. 

In May, 1748, he was appointed admiral 

^of the Blue; in which year he commanded 

the fquadroa that convoyed the late king to 

And from Holland, and ever after conflantly 
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attended his majefty on his going abroad, and ' 
on his return to England. 

In Jun&i 17s ^» ^^^ lord9)ip was aippoifiited 
fnil lord of theadmir&lty^.iQ which .poft he 
continu<?d (wiih a very 4han intermiffion) till 
his death. 

In 1752 he was appointed one of fhe lords 
juAices, as he alfo was in 1754^ Tim/t year^ 
on the rupture with- France, M>a6^ive and'fpi'* 
ri ted were his meafu res, that a-lieet, .futperlor 
to theenemy, W99 equipped and maaiied widi- 
•mazing expedition. 

fn 1798, being then admiral of the White> 
haying lioiiled bis fi^g on board the Royd 
George, of one hotKlrod gun^, he failed lnom- 
Spithead on the (iril of )ane, with a •fiwmid-^ 
able fleet, fir Edv^rd Hawke ooimnanding . 
under him, and, by cruizing continnally hf- 
fore Breft^ he covered the deieetns tjtat ^e»e - 
B)ade that fuaimer at St. Maloes, 'Cbarfaoiicgw • 
iec. After this, he was appointed sdmisal aad ^ 
commander in chief of his maj^fty's fcets. 

The lad ferviceius loi?d:&ip.pei\fiBiriBejd at fea ^ 
was the convoying to England oar prefenit' 
<[ueen ; for whidi pnrpofe he £itled from Har- 
wich in the Charlotte yatcht, on the &vieflit«h«f 
Attguft, 176 1 ; amd that dliy mcmil^, After a ^ 
long and tempefluoufi voyage, landed^the prit»- 
cefs at the fame place. 

At lengthy hailing been-fome tMse in a ]a»- 
guilhing (iate of heakh, he -was advifed to iht" 
Bath waters, from Mrhich he .was thai^bt My 

z hav» 
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&ave received benefit ; but, Toon after his re« 
I turn, being feized fuddenly, juft after walk*. 

I ng in his garden, he died at his feat at Moor- 
Park, in Hertfordihire, oa the iixth of June,, 
^ 1762. 

By his lordfhip's will, great. part of his foiv 
tune devolved to his fifter's fonv George 
Adams, efq. member for Saltalh, in Corn- 
; wall. 

His elder brother, Thomas Anfon, e(q. is 
member in the prefent parliament for Litch*^ 
field. 

Among the many fervices that will immor- 
talize the name of Anfony his difcreet and for* 
tunate choice of officers is none of the leatl, aa* 
will be allowed by all who remember that the 
late captain Saumarez, (who was killed ia 
1747, being then captain of the Nottingham)- 
and the prefent Sir Charles Saunders, Sir 
'Pi^rcy Brett, commodore KJeppel, captain Den* 
nls, &€• were his iieateiKmts m the Centa- 
Hon, . 
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The life of 



George Berkely- 



GEORGE BERKELY was the fon of a 
clergyman in Ireland, of a fmall living, 
bat' at the iame time remarkable for his learn- 
ing and piety, he therefore gave his foh the 
beil education his circumllances would admit 
of; the languages, ancient and modern, he 
taught him himfelf, at homej and, nhen 
fitted for the univerfity, taxed his little for- 
tune, in order to fend him to Trinity college, - 
Dublin. 

♦ Here he foon began to be looked upon, as 
the grcatefl genius, or the greateft dunce,, in 
the whole univerfity ; thoTe who were bu^. 
flightly acquainted with him, took him for a 
fool ; but thofe who ftiared his moil intimate 
friendlhip, looked upon him as a prodigy of 
learning; and good nature. Whenever he ap- 
peared abroad from his iludies, which was but 
feldom, he was furrounded by a crowd of the 
idle or the facetious, who followed him, not 
to be improved, but to laugh. '"" **^''' *t* 
frequently complained, but there ^ i 
drefs; the more he fretted, he be can] e or 
the more ridiculous. 
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An adtion of his, however, foon mad^ him 

more truly ridicalous than before; carioiity 

leading him one day, in the crowd, to go to 

fee an execution, he returned home penfive 

and melancholy, and could not forbear re- 

. fiefting on what he had feenl He defired to 

know what were the pains and fymptoms a 

malefadlor felt upon fuch an occafion, and 

communicated to his chum the caufe of his 

ilrange curiofity i in (hort, he refolved to 

tack himfelf up for a trial, at the fame time 

defiring his companion to take him down at a 

^iignal agreed epon. 

The companion (whofe name was Conta- 
'rine) was to try the fame experiment himfelf 
lmmediately»after. Berkely was, accordingly, 
tied up to the cieling, and the chair taken 
from under his >feet ; but iboaloling the uie 
of his fenfes, his companion, it feems, waited 
a little too long for the fignal agreed upon, 
and our enquirer had like to have been hanged 
in good earned ; for as foon as he was taken 
down, he fell, fenfelefs and mMonlefs, upon 
the floor. After fome trouble, however, he 
was brought to himfelf; and obferving his 
band, " Blcfs my heatt, Cpntarine," fays he. 
*• you have quite rumpled my band." When 
it came to Contarine's turn to go up, he 
quickly evaded the propofal; the other's dan- 
ger had quite abated his curiofity. 

Still, however, Berkely proceeded in hi^ 
*fiadies with unabated ardous; a feilowihip in 

that 
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that coticge is attained by fapcrior learnings 
only ; the candidates are examined in tiie- 
mort public manner, in an amphithcatre^reftcd 
for that po-rpofe, and great nnmbers of thfe 
nobility and gentry of the city arc prefent 
upon the occaiion. This examMation he 
•paifed with the utmoft applaafe, and wis imidr 
a fellow^ the only reward of fearning that 
kingdom has to be(k)W. 

Metaphyfjcal ftadiea ftre gsflerall^ tht^ 
amufement of the indolem and the inquifitive^ 
ibis budpei^y asa felloe, altowed him fuficieiR. 
leifure, and his genius prompted him lo icrn* 
•ti^ize into every abftntfe fobjeA. He Toon,^ 
'therefore, was^regarded as-one <^f tile bell me^ 
'taphyficians -in Europe, ^his logic was looked 
upon rather as the work of a man • (killed in 
•metaphyiics, than in the dialectic of the fchools^K 
Ills tpeattfe tf po^ itKiticr wa^-alfo thottght to te- 
.the mod ingenious paradox that ever amafell 
kar{>ed icifure, and many were the anfwers h- 
•procured amonglV aU the literati of Eupope. 

In this he defiles the non«exiiletice of mat-, 
•tcr, both from our being incapable of haviftg.: 
«ny ideaof thefubfk-atoni of fe^(iblequaUtie99. 
which are every moment prefented to' out; 
ibnies, or our imaginations, and from theeon- 
tradidlions that the allowing «of matter wUL 
produce in oor reafotnngs upon the Det^.. 
We can't omit a jeft upon this occafion ; walk- 
ing one day in one of the fq^uares, and intent, 
upon ibmething:eliey. h^«rati his^ttof^ againft a 
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peft, which 0unned Itim for fomtf timef 
•^* Never mind it, doftor," fays a fophifter who- 
was by, *' there's no Matter in it. 

JHis fame as a fcholar, bat more his con* 
verfation as a man of wit and good nature# 
^on procured him the friandChip and «iieem 
of every perfon of fortune and underftanding ; 
Among the reft, Swift, that lover yet derider 
of human nature, became one of the mod in- 
timate, and It was by his recommendation that 
he was introduced to the earl of Peterborough, 
-who made him his chaplain, and took him as 
Jbis companion in-« tour which be made ihia' 
Europe. 

The earl of Peterborough's chara6ler fs 
well known ; he was a» much an hero as ever 
exi(l)?d in ronance; though (hort 6f fixture, 
•ke was lever the mod vigorood both in the field 
ted in the council, and fpent his fortune^ 
<which w^ confidembk, ia 'fthsmes fbr the 
iionoor of his own country, 'a»d to relieve th^ 
jdiftrefs of others. With fuch a companion 
3erkdly found -every happtneG; he was in« 
'firuded by his experiem^e, and rdfined by hi^ 
coDverfation; and the man who before had 
/pent the greateft pcivt of his life with books, 
•now was taught to be the fine gentleman, and 
•difcovered an exquifite natural tafte, as well as-, 
an immenfe degree of erudition . 

His'lettcr to Mr. Pope, from Italy, is fine 
and poetical, and ihews that the writer's ima- 
;gination was as luxaiiant -as bis fagacity.wab, 
-qfnck and piercing. 

SomOr 
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Some time after his return he was prcr* 
inote4 to a deanery, in which iituation he 
wrote his Minute Philoropher» one of the moft 
elegant and genteel defences of that religion 
which he was born tq vindicate^ both by his 
virtues and his ingenuity. It was at this 
time, alfo, that he attempted to eilabliih an 
univerfity for our American colonies, in Ber- 
mudas, onp' of the Summer Iflands. Dodor 
Depufchy an excellent mufician, and ibme 
others of great abilities, were engaged in this 
defign, and adiually embarked in order to put 
it in execution; but the (hip b^ing cad away, 
the dffjgn unhsfppily was diicontinued, and 
Berkely left to contrive fomething elfe to the 
advantage of his country. 

He was alio deeply intereded in a fcheme 
for promoting the Englifh language, by a fo- 
ciety of wits and men of genius,- eUabliihed 
for that purpofe, in imitation of the academies 
of France ; in this deiign Swift, Bolingbroke^ 
and others, were united ; but the-whole dropt 
' by the death of queen Anne> and the diC- 
continuance of Harley from being prime mi^- 
nitter. 

His friendlhips and connexions, however, 
did not, as was the cafe with Swift anc^ fome 
others, prevent his promotion ; he was made 
bifiiop of Cloyne, and fure none ever had 
juiler pretenfions to the mitre fhan he. N< 
iBan was more aflidaous or punctual in hi 
duty, none exadUd it more ftri^ly ffom hi 

uiferi'- 
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Inferror clergy^ yet no bifhop was ever more 
beloved by them. He fpent his time with thd 
utmoft chearfulnefs, innocence, and humanity ; , 
the meanelt peafant within ten miles of his feat 
was famiHar with him ; thofe of them that 
wanted, 0iared hi^ bounty^ and thofe that did 
not, had his iriendlhip and advice. The 
country, which was defolate and unimproved, . 
he took the utmoft pains to improve, and at- 
tempted to fet an example of the proper me- 
thods of agriculture to the farmer, as he had 
before of piety and benevolence to the whole 
kingdom. 

Metaphyfical (ladies were his amufement, 
and thedifpenfations of charity he looked up- 
on as his duty. He now examined a treatife 
he had long before written, entitled, " De 
inotui five motus prihcipio et natura, et de 
caufa communicationis motuum. In this he 
found much to be reprehended, and much to 
be added, and freely told his friends his opi- 
nion. In this, however, he fhews the ob« 
icurities, and even the abfvirdities, into which 
all abilra^l writers upon this fubjed had in* 
volved themfelves; that gravity, attraftion, 
&c. are nothing but occult qualities, which» 
abftradted from their fuppofed- effects, can 
-neither be explained nor underilood; nay^ 
that fir Ifaac Newton himfelf does not fet up 
attraction as a quality truly and phyfically in- 
herent in matter^ but only as a mathematical 
hypothecs • 

Such - 
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Such were his apiniooA to che la|b; hitit the 
t^pinioDS of mecaphyftcians he* at laft, begaiii 
to contemA, and to doubt of the. certainty^ 
sot only of every argument upon this fubje^* 
^ut even of the fcieiice. He therefeore turoei' 
his thoughts tOiiapre^ beneficial ihidiesy to pom 
litics and mediQinft, and gave inflanoes is: 
both of what h« could ha.ve done, had he^ 
made either his particular ftudy. 
, In piolitics, a pajQphlet publifhed by hioH' 
entitled. The Querift^ is a &ne indance^of him 
ikill, and was attendjsd with fome beneficial 
circumftances to his native country. We.fhali: 
prefcnt the* reader with a.- fpecihien of his 
aj3ilicies>y by a ibort extra^l from, iti as eveiy. 
"thing wro^ by him deferves the public notice^ 

Whether it may not concern the wiidom of 

the legifiature, to interpofe in the making of 
faOiions) and not leave an affair of ib graat. 
influence to the manageofient of women and. 
fops, vintners and taylors ? 

Whether reafonabie fashions are a grealar 
reilraint on freedom» than, thofe which are- 
unreafonablei 

Whether a general good tafte inta^pcopkiy 
would not greedy conduce to their thriviag-f. 
and whether an^ uneducated gentry a»e not thfi: 
greateft of) n^tiQnal evils ^ 

Whether cuftums, and faflri^ns do ^not ^iipf^. 
ply the place of reafoo ift Uutv^oigar. of ail. 
ranks f Whether, therefore, it doth. not. very. 

muck 
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^uA import^ tiiat they ihQuld be wifely 
framed? 

Whether it would not be ap unhappy tora 
19 our gent!emel^ if tb«y ihould take xpore. 
tliooghttQ create an intereft to.t^eA>felv«s in^ 
•this or that county or borough, thaa to pro* 
x^ote the real interell of thcfir country ? 

Whether (bme way might not be found for 
shaking criminals ujfeful in public works^ in- 
"ilead of finding thera either to Amcuipi* or 
■the other world ? 

Whether^ as our exports afe leiTened, wCn 
•ought not to leiScn our imports ? And whether) 
thefer will not be-lelTenedas o«|&deoiand$9 and 
tbjE^e as our >^^ts»-.Ai>d ^^^^^ ^ our cuftom3> 
or fa(hion&i Of how great confequence are 
our fashions I therefore, to the public ? 

"W^hether a woman of Fafhion> ought not» 
therefore, to be declared a public ei^emy ? 

Whether our peers aiCMd gentlemen^ are born 
degjflators? or^ Whether that faculty b^ acr 
quired by (ludy and reBedlion ? 

. Whether a wife flate hath any iotercfl nearer 
at heart than the education of youth ? 

Whether the gentleman of eUate hath a 
right to be idle ? and. Whether, he ought not 
t9 DC the great promoterrand dixedoc ofinduf^ . 
try^ apiQug his tteighboursf 

Wh^th^r, if wpxsen- had no pordofi^^ we. 
'ihpu)4 th«in. &e fa mfiuoy uofaappy and^ unfruit^ 
^u] iparriages? 

Whether the credit of the public fund^ be- 
nv)t a mine of gold to England ? and. Whether 

any 
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atiy flep that ihonid lefTen this credlt> oaglit* 
not to be dreaded ? 

• Whether it would not be better for thir 
ifland, if all the fine folk of both fexe» were- 
(hipped off to remain in foreign countries* 
rather than that they fhould ipend their eftates 
at home in foreign luxury, and fpread the 
contagion thereof through their native land ? 

What right an eldefl fon hath to the word 
education ? 

What folly it is to build fine houfes, or 
eflabiifti lucrative pods and large incomes, un- 
der the notion of providing for the poor ? 

Whether he who is chained in a gaol or 
dungeon, hath not, for the time, lofl his li- 
berty ; and, if fo, whether temporal flavery 
be not already admitted among us ? 

> Whether fools do not make fafhions, and 
wife men follow them ? 

Whether it would not be an horrible thing 
to fee our matrons make drefs and play their 
"chief concern ? 

Whether faculties are not enlarged and int- 
proved by exercife ? 

Thcfe queries made a vail noife in the king- 
dom which gave them birth, and for which 
they were defigned. They were read, ap- 
proved for the moft part, and forgotten. He 
iHll, however, retained his love of mankind, 
and (ludied every method to make them bet- 
ter, or more happy. 

His 



• ' Ife 'ft€^ih 6d Tafr.-v^atet rendered him 
nitirb^ l^dpiilar ASrt zny of his preceding pro., 
'^fafl^ns, ^ the fariic dnre ,rhat it was the mtti 
Whlnf^cal of them all. Here he pretends to' 
provtf, a pHori, t!!fe efFe6lsrof this, fometirries>' 
vM^^e medi^trie? bfit thtn he extend* therA 
to every, and even Oppofite, diforders ; as, 
to uffr hfs oWrf fithilitudtf, warrii water will at 
6rH?e mal^ hcJt water more cold', and cold 
watef moffe warm. HdWever, this treatife in-- 
i^dii^^d a neW falhion intd the medicinal re- 
^ii^n; aiid hlthof! every creature began td 
^ri^lk' t^i'-watfer, until time had difcovered its 
inefficacy. 

* The public ^ere long undeceived, befoie 
ftis Idi-dfhip, who was the inventor, could*be 
fo. He had built aii Hof|iita1, at his own ex* 
fJ^hce, nfcaf Kis gate, and to it all the poor 
w^r^ wclcoiiie r he attfehded* them himfelf as 
^hyfidan,- dofed them with tat-"waWr, of th« 
virtlies of which he wa^ entirely confident ; 
«ihd' toolc as ihtith pains with the pooreft 
creature in his hofpital,. as the very nurfe 
whom he had f)laced as an attendant. 

• Hi5- intention irt this parclculiar* canndt b* 
faffici^'tly applauded^ though, perhaps, thd 
filccefs- miglic not have anfvVered his ekptfdia- 
tixjns. Perhaps* he carried his veneration for 
tar- water to an excefs ; he drank it in abun*> 
d^i^« himfelf,' a'nd attempted to ni'end the 
coiiilituifiohs' of hi^ chiMren by the fame re- ; 

Voit. Xlh I ' pmeb 5 



i^to BRITISH PLVTARCH. 

gimen: this, however, he could 'never eftft; 
and perhaps his defure of improving ^^^ 
health, and their uaderftiwding, at which her 
laboured mod afliduoufly, might iiave im* 
paired both. But hi» faultiy if we know of 
any, all proceeded from motives of humanity^ 
benevolence, and good-nature* 

He preferved the clofeft intimacy with ^e 

fentlemefi of the neighbourhood | and, while 
e cultivated the duties of his ftation, he wa^ 
not unmindful of the innocent amufements of 
life : mufic he was particularly .fond of» and 
always kept one or two exquiiite performers 
to amufe his hours of leifure. ^ 

His income he was entirely contented with^ 
and, when once oFered a bifhopric muck' 
more beneficial than that he pofleiTed, he de- 
clined it, with thele words, ** I love the 
neighbours^ and* they love me.; why, then> 
ihould I begin, in my old days, to form new 
connedlions, and tear myfelf from tho(e 
friends, whofe Icinddefs tome is the greater 
happineft I enjoy.** ^ ^^ 

Finding his heMth..;. and conftltution im- 
paired beyond the power of medicine, or his 
9wn tar-water, to reflore^ he removed to Ox-> 
ford ; an univerfity he always loved, and at 
which he received a great part of his educa* 
tion. 

After a (hort paflage, and a very pleafaat 
Journey, he arrived at this famous feat of 
learning ; here he was vifited by many of his 

former 
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fiirmer flieoda and admifers; bot the certainty 
^ere was of fpeedily lofing htaif greatly 
damped the pl^a&re ikty wonld otherwiw 
hhve had in dm company. In a than time 
after his arrival he expired, greatly regretted^ 
by the poor, whom he lored; and the barncd, 
whom he had improved. 



F I N I S-. 




I The Duty pf % Rfa! pby^lMn, 
both in F4th ;an4 Pfa^i(:e, upon 
Gofpe) Brincipks ; luratlf primed 
in one Volume, Price 3 s* bound. 

2. The Works of the reverend Tho- 
mas Jones, late Chaplain of St. Sa- 
viour* Southwark ; with a Short 
jftccount of hi; Life,^ i^ a Recotni^- 
HKcndatory'Treface, 'by* the reve- 
re/id William Romaine, M. ,A. 
Le<5lurer of St. Dunftan's in the 
Weft. JP/JCf i^^%^ Ah^ or aeatljr 
bound 5 s.'. > . ' 



*• 



^ . m -mt 



\ . 



Books printdd for'Edward Dilly, 
•' ' in the Poultry, Loftdon. ■ 

THE 

• *• 

OEcoBomy of the Covenant* 

B5TW?J5JI • 

; G O D A N p M A K. 

COMP&BHEN^fffO 

• • 

u4 Cpmfl^f^ Body ofDivinitjft 



/ * 



Pfjp^ffpr 9f JDjLvinif y Ji^ |Ji^ ^niror fitiei of 
I R^pa^j 9/ rt^e Diywty C^%q pf ibi? States 

JfaityuiUy tran^ted from the Latui, and care^ 

HE famous Hsumakm Wirsivs^ prc^ 
feffor of IMvinity at Utfecht, fan Hol« 
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God and Man, and variaais other lifbrned and 
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judgment, rich unagination, and elegancy of 
^i^Bipo&ion \ but for a deep, powerful, and 
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ei«ngelical fpiriCQality and favoyrof godlineCr 
and we moft heartily concur in the recomnen- 
dation or his Works to ierjous Chriftians of all 
denominations, and efpecia]!^ tominiften an^ 
candidates for that (acred Office. 

John Gill, D. D. JoHn Brine. 

John Walkar, L,L.D. WilUam King, 
Thomas Hall. Thos. Gibbons M^A; 

• « 

The late reverend, learned, and jpious Mr. 
James Heryey, in his Theron^ and Afpafio^ 
Vol. II. p. 366, havbg mentioned a Worko£ 
the above Witslus, addsi - ^ 

*•. Tht Oeconomy.of the Covenants, writ- 
ten by the fame hand, is a Body of Divinity, 
in its Method fo well digefted ; in its Doc 
trines fo truly, evangelical ; and (what is not 
very ufual with oar iyftematic writers) an itau 
Language (6 refined and ele^nt j in its Man« 
nfff S) a&^nate and animating ; that I would 
ye^ommoad' it^ to ^ery St<identin Divinity. 1 
would not fcrople to ri(k ^1 my repisutiott 
ppon the merits of this performance;. and B 
cannot but lament it^ as one of my greateft 
lofles, that I was no fooner acquainted with, 
this mofi excellent Author, all whofe Works* 
have fuch a, delicacy of compofition, and fuch 
a fweet (avonrof holinefs^ that 1 know not any? 
comparifon more proper to reprefentthek tine 
charafter than the golden pot which had maii^ 
na ;:■ and was, outwardly, bright with biuv 
niihed gold $;( inwardly, rich with heavesly^ 
&od/*' 
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Bxtraft of a Letter from a Cler- 
gyman in the Country to the 
PublHher, 

• -y. ■ 'the fa!e of 'Witsius's Oeconomf 
ef the Covenants increafes among my friends ; 
the tran nation is very juil, and the excellency 
of the Work merits a place in every Chriftian's 
library ; i ihall do my otmoft to recommend 
it at all times, and on all proper occaHons ; 
no pious peifon oil earth can forbear reading 
the Third Book without wonder» rapture and 
devotion ; it exceeds all commendation : Hef-- 
^ycy might well fay, ** I would not fcruple to 
riik all my reputation upon the merits of this 
performance," for my own part, I am not 
aihamed, nor afraid, of any. (corn and ridicule 
.. tl^at may be poured on me from any quar-> 
ter, whilil I conftantly aver, That the Work 
fhsks aot its equal in the world, 
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